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Majors will be required to take NEUR 493, Undergraduate Research in Neuroscience (3 credits, existing course) in place of the current 3 credit major elective that now can be either a Biology or a Psychology course.  This change will not affect the total number of credits required in the major.  





We wish to encourage student interest in research throughout the undergraduate career.  For the Freshman Year, we recently proposed a 1.5 credit two semester sequence of pass/fail courses to expose students to current research both on campus (NEUR 110) and in the discipline as a whole (NEUR 111).   The current proposal creates a “capstone” experience involving 3 credits of Undergraduate Research in Neuroscience (NEUR 493).   These changes complement existing mid-career research-relevant course requirements of Statistics (PSYC 210), Research Methods (PSYC 330), and Research Methods in Neuroscience Lab (NEUR 330L).   














Because faculty in Biology, Chemistry, Psychology, Physics, and Math may be involved in undergraduate research, these departments could be affected.  However, faculty impact should be minimal.  Neuroscience faculty have carefully considered whether they could offer research experiences to the approximately 8 students per year that the new research requirement would affect.  Since historically approximately 1/3-1/2 of Neuroscience Majors have engaged in research, we feel that the additional work will be sufficiently spread through the affected faculty to not negatively affect other teaching/research obligations.    





Because faculty would be carrying fractional credit overloads to support this new research requirement, there would be resources committed to mandated salary compensation.  To the extent that additional research activity involves additional supply costs, there could be a relatively minor increase in funds needed for supplies spread across the affected departments.  
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