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Department of Nursing

Graduate Program

Proposed Changes to the Adult Health Nursing Program

Contact Person: Mary Jane Hanson, PhD, CRNP




x4060, hansonm2@scranton.edu
Title of Existing/New Graduate Program – Adult Health Clinical Nurse Specialist (no change in title)

First Offering of New Program – Fall 2004

Required Credit Hours for New Program  - 36-38  credits (depending on concentration)

Required Credit Hours for Existing Program – 42   credits 

List all major and cognate courses pertaining to the revised program:

No required courses have been deleted.  All required courses remain the same, as listed in the Graduate Catalog.  Some elective credits have been dropped and two new courses added (Nursing 544 and Nursing 545).   With the addition of these two new courses, the student will now have the option of choosing a focus or track within the program – either case management or forensics.  Under the current program, there is only  one focus – case management.  

List any additional resources


No additional resources are needed.  Present library resources are adequate.  Because the new courses are cross-listed, no additional faculty time is needed. 

Student learning outcomes and assessment plan for the program.


The Program Objectives (learning outcomes) for the nursing graduate program, as listed on page 135 of the Graduate Catalog, remain the same for this program.  Assessment of these outcomes will continue  in accordance with our departmental Systematic Evaluation Plan.   

Curriculum Guide

Adult Health

The Adult Health Nursing Program (AH) prepares registered nurses to develop advanced competencies in nursing practice and strategies for improving the quality of patient care.  The program is offered as a master’s degree for baccalaureate prepared nurses.  The curriculum emphasizes the development of adult health nursing clinical expertise based on an in-depth understanding of nursing practice and theory.  In addition to a core clinical focus, students also select an indirect care focus in either clinical specialization/case management or forensics.

Each student is required to complete a clinical practicum specific to the course requirements and clinical focus.  Faculty will provide guidance for students in selection of a  practitioner(s) who will serve as preceptor(s) for clinical practicums.  The preceptor(s) must be a master’s prepared nurse or licensed physician.  Each credit of clinical equals eight hours per week.  

Program Summary……………………………………………………..Credit Hours

Required Core Courses


NURS 510 Advanced Pathophysiology………………………………………3


NURS 520 Advanced Pharmacology……………………………….………..3


NURS 530 Advanced Clinical Assessment………………………………… .2


NURS 530L Advanced Clinical Assessment Lab…………………  ……….1


NURS 591 Issues in Advanced Practice Nursing…………………………….3


NURS 593 Research Methodology………………………………………….3


NURS 594 Theory and Research Application………………………………3


NURS 595 Nursing Ethics…………………………………………………..3

Required Specialty Clinical Courses


NURS 563 Advanced Theory of Adult Health Nursing I………………………3


NURS 564 Advanced Applications Adult Health I…………………    ………1


NURS 573 Advanced Theory of Adult Health Nursing II……………………..3


NURS 574 Advanced Applications Adult Health …………………………….1

Functional Area Courses/Concentration (Choose One Concentration)

Choice of Clinical Nurse Specialization/Case Management or Forensics 

Clinical Specialization/Case Management      

NURS 553 Case Management…………………………………………………..3

NURS 584 Case Management Clinical Practicum………………………………1

NURS 583 Independent Study …………………………………………………3*

Forensics

NURS 544  Forensic Health Care of Victims……………………………………3

NURS 545  Forensic Health Care of Offenders…………………………………..3

NURS 583 Independent Study …      ……………………………………………3*

*For NURS 583 Independent Study – the student is expected to focus on a specialty area of practice related to the  concentration, devoting one credit to practicum and two credits to didactic work.. 

Total credit hours required………………………………………………….   36-38 

Rational for Proposed Changes


Program revisions are based on the results of a needs survey conducted by the department last year and input from current students and applicants.   Our data analysis revealed the need for another option in the adult health program, with high interest for forensics.  Students have requested that instead of having electives to pursue an area of interest, they would prefer specific concentrations/tracks. Therefore, based on student interest and national trends, we dropped some elective credits and developed this additional concentration.  The change in credit hours is in keeping with national trends for adult health programs, which generally vary from 32 – 42 credits. Departmental approval for the program revisions was obtained January 7, 2004, at our Departmental Faculty/Curriculum Meeting.
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Course Approval Form

Signature Sheet 

Date Submitted to Department: _____1/7/04_____________

Date of Department Decision:  _____1/7/04_____________.  

Departmental Recommendation:_____________  Approval
_______________ Deny Approval

Provide Rationale for Recommendation: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Chairperson Signature: __________________________
Date: _______________

College Action: (Note if course is being offered jointly by more than one college, it must be approved by all deans who are jointly responsible)


Date Posted on Curriculum Bulletin Board ______________


Recommendation:
___________ Approval
_________ Deny Approval


Dean’s Signature: ______________________________
Date:_______________


(Attach Rationale)

General Education Review (If necessary)


Date Discussed by Conference Committee on Curriculum ______________________


Recommendation:
______Approval for General Education  (Check all that apply)



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Signature: ____________________________________
Date: ________________

Provost’s Action:


_______________
Approve
_____________ Deny


Provost’s Signature: _____________________________
Date:
_______________


(Attach rationale)

Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;

2. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to 2.a.

3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

4. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Initiator (Contact Person):____Mary Muscari _____________________________

Department(s):______Nursing_________________________________________________

Suggested Course Number / Prefix: ___N544_______________________________________

Course Title (for Catalog): ____Forensic Health Care of Victims__________________

Credit Hours: __3_______

Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	An overview of forensic health issues as they relate to victims of violent crimes, such as intrafamilial violence, sexual violence, stalking, workplace violence, homicide, and terrorism.  Content includes forensic roles, evidence collection and preservation, victim needs and rights, responses to trauma, victim’s resources, death investigation, and expert witness testimony.



Frequency of Offering:
Every Year
___X_____
Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year

_2004____
Semester

__Fall___

Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  __________ Yes
__X________No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
    ___X_________


Cognate

________

Other Elective
    ___X_________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	Course is designed to be part of a Graduate level Forensic Nursing Concentration.  However, the course may be taken as an elective by any graduate student.




Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______________Yes
____X_______ No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:


__________



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
__X_______



Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

N344 Forensic Health Care Victims (undergraduate; cross-listed course)

Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: Cross-listed with N344

DESCRIPTION:


An overview of forensic health issues as they relate to victims of violent crimes, such as intrafamilial violence, sexual violence, stalking, workplace violence, homicide, and terrorism.  Content includes forensic roles, evidence collection and preservation, victim needs and rights, responses to trauma, victim’s resources, death investigation, and expert witness testimony.

The graduate level differences of this course are:

1.
 Addition of higher level objective: Analyze how and why expert testimony is given. 

2.
Module on expert testimony that student must complete before doing a paper on same as a course requirement.


3.
Additional paper (in lieu of undergrad level quiz on general course information) on expert witness testimony.

(Providing expert witness testimony is a higher level function and is thus reserved for the graduate level.)

SYLLABUS:  attached
RATIONALE:

Now more than ever, health care frequently becomes enmeshed with the legal system, creating numerous opportunities for health care providers in the field of forensic health.  The term forensic means, “pertaining to the law” -- legal.  The use of the term forensic health applies to those instances where health care professionals interact with the law or legal issues.  Forensic Health is the application of the health-related sciences to public or legal proceedings, the application of the forensic aspects of health care in the scientific investigation and treatment of trauma and/or death of victims and perpetrators of abuse, violence, criminal activity, traumatic accidents, and environmental hazards.

This course will enable students to work with victims of violent crimes both in community and institutional settings.

RESOURCES:

No additional resources are needed.  Present library resources are adequate.  Since this course is cross-listed, no additional faculty time is needed.

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON

Department of Nursing

Course # and Title:



Nursing 544 Forensic Health Care of Victims

Credits:




Three (3) Credits

Prerequisites:




None

Faculty:




Mary E. Muscari, PhD, RN, CRNP, CS

Course Description:
An overview of forensic health issues as they relate to victims of violent crimes, such as intrafamilial violence, sexual violence, stalking, workplace violence, homicide, and terrorism.  Content includes forensic roles, evidence collection and preservation, victim needs and rights, responses to trauma, victim’s resources, death investigation, and expert witness testimony.
Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Describe various forensic occupations and the potential roles for forensic health care personnel in working with victims.

2. Identify the victim-related forensic health issues in: intrafamilial violence, homicide, sexual assault/rape, workplace violence, stalking, and terrorism.

3. Discuss the principles of evidence collection and preservation.

4. Demonstrate the ability to document on forensic records.

5. Differentiate between the background and roles of coroners and medical examiners, as well as the cause, manner and mechanism of death.

6. Discuss the forensic health implications of violent crimes against children.

7. Formulate a resource list for victims.

8. Discuss ways to foster violence prevention from the victim’s perspective. 

9. Analyze how and why expert testimony is given.

10. Critique medicolegal research as it relates to victim-oriented forensic health issues.

Required Texts:


Burgess, A. (2002). Violence through a forensic lens, 2nd Edition.  King of Prussia, PA: Nursing Spectrum Press.


Glicken, M., & Sechrest. (2002). The Role of the Helping Professions in Treating the Victims and Perpetrators of Violence.  Allyn & Bacon.
Required Articles:


Weekly required article readings are listed after the class schedule.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Reading and Assignments:


Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and assignments by their due dates.  Failure to hand in assignments on required due dates will result in the loss of three (3) points per day from the assignment grade.

Attendance:


Regular class attendance is expected of all students.
 

Grading:


Discussion answers




25%


Responses to classmate’s discussions


25%


Role of Forensic Health Personnel Assignment
25%


Expert Witness Assignment



25%

CLASS SCHEDULE

WK
TOPIC





READINGS:

1
Introduction




Glicken, Chap 1 &2









Defining forensic health from the 



Victim’s perspective


Forensic roles r/t victims

2
Victim responses to trauma


Glicken, Chap 3, part 1


Post-traumatic Stress Disorder

3
From case to court: victim’s perspective
Required articles


Restraining orders/Protection from Abuse 

4
Partner Violence



Glicken, Chap 4, part 1



Dating Violence


Burgess, Chap 31, 37



Spousal Abuse



Same-sex partner abuse

5
Child Abuse




Burgess, Chaps 23, 30, 35



Physical



Glicken, Chap 5, part 1



Emotional



Neglect




Sexual



Munchausen by Proxy

6
Elder Abuse




Glicken, Chap 3, part 2



Physical



Emotional



Neglect



Sexual




Financial

7
Sexual Assault and Rape


Burgess, Chap 12, 18, 19, 20, 34, 36


Rape Trauma Syndrome


Glicken, Chap 6, part 1


Rape and the Prostitute

8
Homicide




Burgess, Chap 33



Death Investigations


Required articles



Coroner vs. Medical Examiner



Cause, Manner & Mechanism



Family Notifications

9
Collection and Preservation of Evidence
Burgess, Chap 24, 39


DNA & CODIS


Documentation in forensic cases

10
Crimes against children


Burgess, Chap 10, 25, 27, 32



Pedophilia/Child Pornography



Abduction/Homicide



Infanticide

11
Victims of Workplace violence

Burgess, Chap 5, 6


Stalking victims



Glicken, Chap 8, part 1

12
Victims of Terrorism



Glicken, Chap 9, part 1 and 3


Victims of Random Acts of Violence

13
Resources for Victims of Violent Crimes
Class search for resources for in 



National Center for Victims of Crimes
class discussion



Crime Victims Bureau



Crime Victims Compensation Board



State Crime Victim Boards



Local Resources




Women’s Resource Center




Victims Intervention Program

14
Violence Prevention: Protecting people against 
Glicken, Chap 11




violent crimes

EXPERT WITNESS readings:
David H Taylor .  (Summer 2003). Should it take a thief?: Rethinking the admission of

illegally obtained evidence in civil cases.  The Review Of Litigation22 (3), p. 625-667  

Sanja Kutnjak Ivkovic ,  Valerie P Hans .  (Spring 2003). Jurors' evaluations of expert 


testimony: Judging the messenger and the message. Law & Social Inquiry28 (2), 


p. 441  

Kathleen D Saviers .  (Jul/Aug 2002). Ethics in forensic science: A review of the literature on 


expert testimony. Journal Of Forensic Identification52 (4), p. 449-462  

Xavier Pena .  (Summer 2001). The effective evaluation of expert reliability. The Review Of 


Litigation20 (3), p. 743+ 

Mary Hill .  (2001). Psychology, Law and Eyewitness Testimony. Criminal Behaviour And 


Mental Health : CBMH:Special Book Reviews 11 (1).

Required articles:

Week 1 (forensic roles):

Developing forensic nursing; Nicola Evans; Nursing Management, Harrow-on-the-Hill; Mar 2000; Vol. 6, Iss. 10; pg. 14, 4 pgs

Forensic nursing roles.  Utah-Nurse (UTAH-NURSE) 2002 Apr-Jun; 11(2): 25
Week 3 (from case to court)

Domestic violence and the criminal justice system: an overview. Erez-E.  Online-Journal-of-Issues-in-Nursing.  2002 Jan 31; 7(1): 30

The laws of violence.  Bache-J.  Journal-of-Accident-and-Emergency-Medicine. 2000 Nov; 17(6): 396-9

ROLE OF FORENSIC HEALTH PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENT

Search the Internet for high profile criminal cases, using reputable sites (e.g., FBI or other criminal justice agency; CNN or other national news network).  Examples of high profile crimes include:  any child abduction (Polly Klaus, Adam Walsh); murder of Jon Benet Ramsey); serial killers (DC Snipers); school shooters (Columbine); pedophile clergy.

Utilizing and referencing the information you gather over the Internet, this course, your readings and your own research, describe how a forensic health care professional would play a critical role for the offender, the victim(s), the victim’s family, or other persons involved in the incident (such as witnesses to the violent activity).  You can choose any forensic health professional that you want (nurse, OT, counselor, social worker, etc.), but the role should be appropriate for the case.  For example, you would NOT chose a sexual assault nurse examiner for the DC shooting case; however, an emergency room nurse or a would be appropriate to care for victims, and a counselor would be appropriate for anyone involved in the case.

1. Briefly describe the case (maximum of 250 words). (25 points)

2. Name the forensic health care role that you chose, and define it. (10 points)

3. State whether the forensic health care professional is caring for the offender, victim, family or witness(es). (5 points)

4. Explain how the forensic health care professional would intervene. (40 points)

5. State why you chose this forensic health profession. (10 points)

FORMAT (10 points)

Use APA or MLA format for references (in text and reference list), but no abstract.

Use title page, number pages, use Times New Roman 12 Point font and one inch margins.

Maximum number of pages FIVE (5).  Two (2) points will be deducted for each page over 5.

EXPERT WITNESS ASSIGNMENT

PART ONE


Do an Internet search for an expert medical witness.  In ONE page, describe his/her services and his/her credibility, based on the information given in the web site. State the rationale for your credibility evaluation.  Place the URL on top of the page.

15 POINTS

PART TWO

You are called as the expert witness for a sexual assault case:  An 85-year-old woman was allegedly raped by a 20-year-old attendant at a nursing home.  DNA evidence confirmed the defendant’s semen during the sexual assault exam.  However, the defendant states that the woman consented to intercourse.  The victim suffers from Alzheimer’s disease.

How would you prepare for this case?
20 POINTS

What would your statement be if you were called by the prosecutor’s office?  30 POINTS

What would your statement be if you were called by the defense?
30 POINTS

Part Two should be no more than 8 pages with rationales and references (5 POINTS for references).

Assignment should be typed, double-spaced in 12 font.  References should be in APA format in both text and reference list.

Expert witness assignment is due (date from 13th week of class).  Three (3) points will be deducted for each day assignment is late.

University of Scranton





Dr. Mary Muscari

Department of Nursing




N444 Course Evaluation 

INSTRUCTIONS:
Mark the response that most clearly indicates your evaluation.  Please add comments that would be helpful in the revision of this course.

	
	A
	B
	C

	To what extent were the following objectives met?
	
	
	

	1.  Describe various forensic occupations and the potential roles for forensic health care personnel for working with victims.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	2.  Identify the victim-related forensic health issues related to: intrafamilial violence, homicide, sexual assault/rape, workplace violence and terrorism.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	3.  Discuss the principles of evidence collection and preservation.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	4.  Demonstrate the ability to document on forensic records.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	5.  Differentiate between the background and roles of coroners and medical examiners, as well as the cause, manner and mechanism of death.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	6.  Discuss the forensic health implications of crimes against children.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	7.  Formulate a resource list for victims.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	8.  Foster violence prevention.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	
	
	
	

	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:
	
	
	

	9.  Expectations of students were:
	CLEAR
	SOMEWHAT CLEAR
	NOT CLEAR

	10.  Was there agreement between the objectives and what was taught?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	11.  Did this course duplicate other courses?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	12.  What was the level of the course taught?
	TOO HGIH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LOW

	13.  The amount of reading was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	14.  Were the directions for written assignments clear?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	15.  Did the media assignment help you better understand the criminal process from case to court?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT 
	NO

	16.  Did the Forensic Health Professional assignment help you better understand the role?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	17.  How many articles did you read for this course?
	10 – 20
	20 – 30
	30 – 40

	18.  Were the required articles helpful?
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	19.  Was the Violence through a Forensic Lens book helpful
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	20.  Was the Roles of Helping Professions book helpful?
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	21.  The amount of work for the credit was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	22.  Were grading practices fair?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO


COMMENTS:

Course Approval Form – N545 Forensic Health Care of Offenders
Signature Sheet 

Date Submitted to Department: ______1/7/04____________

Date of Department Decision:  _______1/7/04___________.  

Departmental Recommendation:_____________  Approval
_______________ Deny Approval

Provide Rationale for Recommendation: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Chairperson Signature: __________________________
Date: _______________

College Action: (Note if course is being offered jointly by more than one college, it must be approved by all deans who are jointly responsible)


Date Posted on Curriculum Bulletin Board ______________


Recommendation:
___________ Approval
_________ Deny Approval


Dean’s Signature: ______________________________
Date:_______________


(Attach Rationale)

General Education Review (If necessary)

Date Discussed by Conference Committee on Curriculum ______________________

Recommendation:
______Approval for General Education  (Check all that apply)


Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________


Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________


Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________

Signature: ____________________________________
Date: ________________

Provost’s Action:

_______________
Approve
_____________ Deny

Provost’s Signature: _____________________________
Date:
_______________


(Attach rationale)

Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;

6. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to 2.a.

7. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

8. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

9. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Initiator (Contact Person):____Mary Muscari _____________________________

Department(s):______Nursing_________________________________________________

Suggested Course Number / Prefix: ___N545______________________________________

Course Title (for Catalog): ____Forensic Health Care of Offenders ________

Credit Hours: __3_______

Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	An overview of forensic health issues as they relate to perpetrators of violent crimes, including intrafamilial violence, sexual violence, stalking, workplace violence, homicide, and terrorism.  Content includes forensic roles, crime classifications, relationship between animal cruelty and human violence, offender needs and rights, juvenile offenders, and criminal profiling.



Frequency of Offering:  Every Year
___X_____
Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year
_2005___
Semester
X__Spring

Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?) 

 __________ Yes
__X________No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
    ___X_________


Cognate

________

Other Elective
    ___X_________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):


Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________


Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________

Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	Course is designed to be part of a Graduate level Forensic Nursing Concentration.  However, the course may be taken as an elective by any graduate student.




Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______________Yes
____X_______ No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:


__________



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
__X_______



Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

N345Forensic Health Care Offenders (undergraduate; cross-listed course)

Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: Cross-listed with N345

DESCRIPTION:

An overview of forensic health issues as they relate to perpetrators of violent crimes, including intrafamilial violence, sexual violence, stalking, workplace violence, homicide, and terrorism.  Content includes forensic roles, crime classifications, relationship between animal cruelty and human violence, offender needs and rights, and juvenile offenders.
The graduate level differences of this course are:

1.
Addition of higher level objective: Analyze the criminal profiling method.

2.
Module on criminal profiling and offender interviewing that student must complete before doing a paper on same as course requirement.

3.
Additional paper (in lieu of undergrad level quiz on general course information) on criminal profiling.

(Criminal profiling and offender interviewing are higher level functions and thus reserved for the graduate level.)

SYLLABUS:  attached
RATIONALE:

Now more than ever, health care frequently becomes enmeshed with the legal system, creating numerous opportunities for health care providers in the field of forensic health.  The term forensic means, “pertaining to the law” -- legal.  The use of the term forensic health applies to those instances where health care professionals interact with the law or legal issues.  Forensic Health is the application of the health-related sciences to public or legal proceedings, the application of the forensic aspects of health care in the scientific investigation and treatment of trauma and/or death of victims and perpetrators of abuse, violence, criminal activity, traumatic accidents, and environmental hazards.

This course will enable students to work with offender populations both in the community and in correctional settings.

RESOURCES:

No additional resources are needed.  Present library resources are adequate.  Since this course is cross-listed, no additional faculty time is needed.

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON

Department of Nursing

Course # and Title:
Nursing 545 Forensic Health Care of Offenders

Credits:




Three (3) Credits

Prerequisites:




None

Faculty:




Mary E. Muscari, PhD, RN, CRNP, CS

Course Description:
An overview of forensic health issues as they relate to perpetrators of violent crimes, including intrafamilial violence, sexual violence, stalking, workplace violence, homicide, and terrorism.  Content includes forensic roles, crime classifications, relationship between animal cruelty and human violence, offender needs and rights, juvenile offenders, and criminal profiling.
Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

11. Describe various forensic occupations and the potential roles for forensic health care personnel in relation to perpetrators of violence crimes.

12. Discuss how crimes are classified via the Crime Classification Manual.

13. Identify the forensic health issues related to: intrafamilial violence, homicide, sexual assault/rape, terrorism, stalking and youth violence.

14. Discuss the relationship between animal cruelty and human violence.

15. Describe the principles of correctional health.

16. Discuss ways to foster violence prevention.

17. Examine dilemmas faced by caregivers of perpetrators.

18. Analyze the criminal profiling method.

19. Critique medicolegal research as it relates to offender-oriented forensic health issues.

Required Texts:


Burgess, A. (2000). Violence through a forensic lens.  King of Prussia, PA: Nursing Spectrum Press.


Douglas, J., Burgess, A. W., Burgess A.G., and Ressler, R. (1997). Crime classification manual: A standard system for investigating and classifying violent crimes, Revised edition.  Jossey-Bass.


Glicken, M., & Sechrest, D. (2002).  The Role of the Helping Professions in Treating the Victims and Perpetrators of Violence.  Allyn-Bacon.

Required Articles:

Most weeks have additional required article or website reading, which are listed at the beginning of and throughout the weekly notes in Course Documents.

HIGHLY RECOMMENED TEXT:


Garner, B. (2001). Black’s Law Dictionary, 2nd Pocket Edition.  St. Paul, MN: West Group.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Reading and Assignments:


Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and assignments by their due dates.  Failure to hand in assignments on required due dates will result in the loss of three (3) points per day from the assignment grade.

Attendance:


Regular class attendance is expected of all students.
 

Grading:


Discussion answers




25%


Responses to classmate’s discussions


25%


Profiling Assignment




25%


Media Assignment




25%

CLASS SCHEDULE

WK
TOPIC





READINGS:

1
Introduction


Defining forensic health


Glicken, Chap 1



Forensic occupations



Required web sites


Forensic health roles for offenders

2          Crime classifications



Burgess, Chap 1, 2


Modus Operandi



Douglas, Chap 4, 5


Personation




Glicken, Chap 2


Signature




Required web site


Criminal Offending & Substance Abuse
View required video

3
Wrongful Convictions



Required website

From case to court: 



Burgess, Chap 3

offender’s perspective


Douglas, Chap 4, 5

4
Perpetrators of Partner Abuse


Glicken, Chap 4



Dating Violence


Burgess, Chaps 31 and 37



Spousal Abuse



Required website



Same-sex Partner Abuse

5
Parents who abuse their children

Glicken, Chap 5


Child molesters



Burgess, Chap 27, 28, 35








Websites

6
Perpetrators of Elder Abuse


Glicken, Chap 3, part 2


Exam I

7
Rape





Burgess, Chap 7, 8, 15, 17



Perpetrators



Glicken, Chap 6, 141-155



Types of Rape



Douglas, Chap 3

8
Homicide




Douglas, Chap 1



Classifications of homicide

Burgess, Chap 16








Glicken, Chap 10

9
Juvenile Offenders



Burgess, Chap 29, 30, 37



Gangs




Glicken, Chap 7



Sexual Assault



School violence



Homicide

10
Workplace Violence



Burgess, Chap 4, 5, 6


Stalking




Glicken, Chap 8

11
Mental illness and criminal offenders

Required articles per weekly notes


Mental status at the time of the offense
Glicken, Chap 10

12
Connection between animal cruelty

Read articles on First Strike Website:



and human violence


www.hsus/first.org strike

13
Correctional Health



Required articles


Treating offenders



Glicken, Chap 10


EXAM II

14
Violence Prevention



Glicken, Chap 11, 12

Criminal Profiling Module readings/web sites:

Criminal Profiling:
http://www.crimelibrary.com/criminal_mind/profiling 

Criminal Profile research:
http://www.criminalprofiling.ch/articles.html 

Fedwa Malti-Douglas .  (Summer 2002). Review essay / The "P" word: Profiling Criminal

 Justice Ethics21 (2), p. 66-73

J W E Sheptycki .  (Spring 1999). Contemporary Perspectives on Serial Murder / Serial

 Murder The British Journal Of Criminology39 (2), p. 323-329 

Michael R Smith ,  Geoffrey P Alpert .  (Dec 2002). Searching for direction: Courts, 


social science, and the adjudication of racial profiling claims Justice Quarterly : 


Jq19 (4), p. 673-703  
Required articles:

Several readings are required throughout this course.  These required readings can be found at the beginnings of each set of weekly notes in the Course Documents Section.

PROFILING ASSIGNMENT

Choose a really good friend or close family member, and go through their garbage to create a profile on them.  Intuitive thinking and logic are essential, but to make the assignment more interesting for both you and your “suspect,” ask them to feign being a serial killer. (You’ll need to help him/her, based on your new found knowledge of serial killers. And you have to act as if you never saw him/her.)

The basic idea is to get a body of data yielding common patterns so you can give a general description of an UNSUB (unknown suspect).  Signature is key, so note HOW they get rid of their garbage – scented bags, grocery store baggies; twist-ties, duct tape.  What can that tell you about them?  Use your expertise in human behavior, motivation and patterns of pathology.  You have no crime scene photos, but your “killer” should tell you how he/she commits her homicides and who he/she kills.

Your profile should include the following:

Gender of offender – based on garbage findings, not sight.

Age

Marital status/ any children 

Socioeconomic status

Geographic stability vs. transient

MO

Evidence of an organized or disorganized personality

Evidence of being compulsive or impulsive

Signature  

Type of fantasy involved

Evidence of ritual

Would they take a trophy?

Assignment should be typed, double-spaced in 12 font.  No more than 5 pages.  Student must provide rationales for each area of profiling and at least 3 references.  References should be in APA format in both text and reference list.

GRADING


Profile



40%


Rationales


50%


References


10%

Profiling assignment is due (date from 13th week of class).  Three (3) points will be deducted for each day assignment is late.

MEDIA ASSIGNMENT
Fictional television shows are creative for entertainment purposes.  Thus they rely more on dramatic principles than factual ones.  Utilizing the knowledge gained from this course and from supplemental readings and your own research, analyze an episode of the television show, “Law and Order.”  Utilize the original show that carries the case from crime through court.  Do not use one of the “spin-off shows,” such as Law and Order Criminal Intent.”

PART I  (20 points)

In approximately 250 to 500 words, describe the crime, the offender(s), the victim(s), how the crime was solved and how the case was tried. 

PART II (35 points)

Answer the following questions utilizing references:

1. Did the offender have a realistic criminal/personality profile?  Why?

2. Did the offender and victim know each other?  Was there realistic risk? Why?

3. Was the case solved realistically?  Explain your answer. 

4. Were the trial proceedings accurate?  Explain.

PART III (25 points)

Utilizing a bulleted list format, write how the crime, criminal, victim, investigation and trial would be portrayed more accurately.

The paper should be NO MORE than 15 pages total. (2 points will be removed for every page over 15 pages.)

FORMAT (10 points)

1. APA or MLA format with reference list.  

2. Check spelling and grammar.

3. Double space and number pages.

4. Use Times New Roman or equivalent 12-point font and one inch margins top, bottom and sides.

5. Separate paper into the three parts noted above.
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N322 Course Evaluation

INSTRUCTIONS:
Mark the response that most clearly indicates your evaluation.  Please add comments that would be helpful in the revision of this course.

	
	A
	B
	C

	To what extent were the following objectives met?
	
	
	

	1.  Describe various forensic occupations and the potential roles for forensic health care personnel for perpetrators of violence.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	2.  Discuss how crimes are classified via the Crime Classification Manual.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	3.  Identify the forensic health issues related to: intrafamilial violence, homicide, sexual assault/rape, and youth violence.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	4.  Discuss the relationship between animal cruelty and human violence.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	5.  Describe the principles of correctional health.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	6.  Foster violence prevention.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:
	
	
	

	7.  Expectations of students were:
	CLEAR
	SOMEWHAT CLEAR
	NOT CLEAR

	8.  Was there agreement between the objectives and what was taught?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	9.  Did this course duplicate other courses?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	10.  What was the level of the course taught?
	TOO HGIH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LOW

	11.  The amount of reading was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	12.  Were the directions for written assignments clear?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	13.  Did the media assignment help you better understand the criminal process from case to court?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT 
	NO

	14.  Did the Forensic Health Professional assignment help you better understand the role?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	15.  How many articles did you read for this course?
	10 – 20
	20 – 30
	30 – 40

	16.  Were the required articles helpful?
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	17.  Was the Violence through a Forensic Lens book helpful
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	18.  Was the Crime Classification book helpful?
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	19.  The amount of work for the credit was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	20.  Were grading practices fair?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO


COMMENTS:

