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75.155.01 & 02
Bloomsburg University

Spring 2005
Monday/Wednesday 3:00 to 4:15 & 4:30 to 5:45

Instructor: Mrs. Ruth Ann Schornstein

Office: Wilson House (Dining room)

Phone: 570-389-4080

Email: rschorns@bloomu.edu

Credits: 3

Office hours: Monday/Wednesday 12:00 to 2:00 PM

Tuesday/Thursday 10:00 to 10:45 AM

Classroom: Bakeless 309

Course Description:

American Sign Language 1 represents a study of American Sign Language
(ASL) including the history of ASL, and its recognition as a language.
Focuses on development of expressive and receptive conversational ASL

skills.

Course Objectives

1.

(U®)

To learn American Sign Language using the method in which Deaf
people learn

To learn and use the culturally correct protocol when interacting
with Deaf people

. To learn when and how to use one’s face, body, and hands when

communicating with Deaf people

. To learn the following ASL parameters (sign productions)

*Sign order

*Vocabulary selection

*Cultural behavior

*Facial grammar (non-manual signals)

Required Text and Materials:

1.

Vista — Signing Naturally level one, Smith, Cheri, Lentz, Ella Mae

and Mikos, Ken, Dawn Sign Press



TITLE  OF  PROPOSAL 

Type of Proposal

Program

□ New

□ Changes within Major
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□ Changes in Minor or Track

□ Changes in Concentration*

□ Program Deletion

Course

X New

□ Changes in Course taken only by Majors

□ Changes in Course required of Non-Majors*

□ Changes in Course open to Non-Majors

□ Deletion of Course taken only by Majors
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□ Deletion of Course open to Non-Majors
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Students are expected to be honest in all of their academic work and
assignments. Procedures for plagiarism, cheating, and falsifications will be
followed in accordance with Policies, Rules, and Procedures #3512.

Grading ’ ,
Students will complete all required activities. The final grade will be

determined by the accumulation of points earned in class participation,
interactions with Deaf people, assignments, field trips, and examinations.

Participation 10 points

10 hours of interaction with Deaf people 15 points

10 hours of lab (watching videotapes) S points

Homework 15 points

Field trips (2) 15 points

Mid-Term Exam 15 points

Final Exam 25 points
Total points 100 points

100-97=A 80-77=C+

96 -93 = A- 76 -73=C

92 -89 =B+ 72 -70=C-

88-85=8 69 -67=D

84 — 81 =B- 66-0 =E

Exams

There will be two major exams given this semester. Both the mid-term and
final will be performance exams representing the cumulative skills and
knowledge the students has gained during the course.

Homework/Participation

Homework assignments will be given for each class period. These are to be
completed in full and returned to the instructor at the beginning of the
following class period or on specifically assigned dates. Students will
complete all homework assignments and come to class prepared to discuss
what they have learned. Additional written or skill related activities may be
assigned throughout the semester.





Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;

2. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to 2.a.

3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

4. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Initiator (Contact Person):___Linda Ledford-Miller__________________________________

Department(s):_____________Foreign Languages and Literatures_______________________

Suggested Course Number / Prefix: __ASL 101; ASL 102_______________________________
Course Title (for Catalog): American Sign Language I; American Sign Language II__________

Credit Hours: ___3 for ASL 101; 3 for ASL 102_______

Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	ASL 101 American Sign Language I                                        3 credits

Introduces the fundamentals of American Sign Language, including the history of ASL and its recognition as a language. Focuses on development of expressive and receptive conversational skills. Because ASL serves as the principal identifying characteristic of members of the Deaf community and embodies their values and experiences, students will gain insight into Deaf culture through the study of ASL in the classroom and by interacting with ASL users.

ASL 102 American Sign Language II                                         3 credits
A continuation of ASL I, with further development of communicative competencies and additional information about the Deaf community and Deaf culture.




Frequency of Offering:
Every Year
____X_____
Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year

__2005_______Semester
___Fall/Spring____

Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  __________ Yes
_____X______No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
    _____________


Cognate

________

Other Elective
    ____X_________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
___X_____


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

___X____
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	Students will study and learn to use ASL through books, videos, and their interaction with a nationally certified instructor who is herself Deaf. They will also learn a great deal about Deal Culture, which is a kind of subculture within American life, with its own mores, protocols, and world view.




Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______________Yes
______X______ No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:


_____X____



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
__________



Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

None

Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: 

N/A

3. RATIONALE for the course:

The Dept. of Foreign Languages and Literatures has responded to repeated requests from the Panuska College of Professional Studies to offer ASL. Many CPS students will find ASL professionally useful, including nurses, counselors, teachers, occupational and physical therapists.

ASL is nationally recognized as a foreign language, including by Alpha Mu Gamma, the national honor society for foreign languages. It is offered as an accredited GE language at institutions such as Brown University, among many others.

4. RESOURCES NEEDED
The Dept of FLL has already purchased the necessary videos and supporting texts for the Language Learning Center. At some point we might also purchase Web cameras and a video camera, as the instructor has requested that equipment.

Because the instructor is herself a member of the Deaf community (though she can speak a bit), she has requested an interpreter’s service for the first week of class, and for the mid-term and the final. I have discussed this with the Office of Equity and Diversity, and I do not know if that office or my dept. will pay for the interpreter, but we will, in any event, provide one for those days.

5. STUDENT EVALUATION
As stated in the syllabi, students will be evaluated by a mid-term and final, by videotapings, and by required hours of interaction with members of the Deaf community.
[image: image3.png]January 17: No Class

1-19:

1-24,26:

1-31, 2-2:

2-7,9:

2-14, 16:

2-21, 23:

Exchanging Personal Information )
Asking Questions \//
Responding to Information
Agent Marker
OH-I-SEE

Talking about Surroundings
Asking/Telling Where V/
Expressing Wants
Real-World Orientation
Non-manual Marker
“CS”, Far Away

Telling Where You Live
¢ Noun and Verb Pairs
Wh-Questions (Where and How)

Talking About Your Family
Marital Status
Children/Siblings
Possessive Pronouns
Contrastive Stuctures

Telling About Activities
Apologizing
Giving Reasons
Giving Opinions
Time Signs
Dual Pronouns

Cumulative Review
Making introduction
Getting attention
Negotiating environment
Keeping clear sightline
Asking for repetition or sign
Role shifting
Limb Classifiers




[image: image4.png]4-18,20:  Attributing Qualities to Others
Contradicting opinions
One-character role shifting

4-25,27:  Taling About Routines
Solving conflicts
Telling what time
Clock numbers

First week of May: Final Exam
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Ruth Ann Schornstein .
Fall 2004
Navy Hall 222
M-W 3 - 4:14 and 4:30 to 5:45

Office hours: Mondays 1:00-3;
Tuesdays 11-12
Wednesdays 1:00- 3

Office: Navy Hall #226

Telephone: (570) 389-4080

Email: rschorns@bloomu.edu

Required Texts and Materials:

“Signing Naturally-Vista Level One; "Smith, Cheri/ Lentz, Ella Mae/ Mikos, Ken.
Dawn Sign Press, San Diego, CA 1988.

“The American Sign Language Phrase Book Video Tape 1, 2 & 3”, Fant, Lou,
(1988, 1994) Sign Media, Inc., Burtonsville, MD

One Blank videotape

Course Description:

American Sign Language Il represents a continuation of America Sign Language
. Students will further develop communication competencies in sign language
above the basic level. This course introduces transcription signals, sentence
types, time pronominalization, subjects and objects, classifiers, locatives,
pluralization, and the temporal and distributional aspects of ASL. Receptive and
expressive skills are further developed. ASL Il features additional information
about the Deaf community and Deaf culture.

Course Objectives: _

» To learn sign language via the method used by Deaf people

e To learn how to interact with Deaf people

e Tolearn when and how to use facial expressions (non-manual markers
and mouthing morphemes), body movements, gestures and handshapes
in ASL

» To learn the proper usage of sign parameters (signing productions),
sign/word order, vocabulary selection, and the cultural aspects needed to
communicate effectively

Attendance
This is a highly participatory course and attendance is expected at every class.
e More than 2 unexcused absences will result in the final grade being
lowered one grade for each successive missed class. (Example: Final
grade of A would be lowered to B for second unexcused absence.) The
instructor reserves the right to require written verification for excused




[image: image6.png]absences. A doctor’s excuse or note is required within five days from
the date of the missed class or it will become an unexcused absence.

e Two occasion of tardiness will constitute one absence.

» Late homework will not be accepted unless previously arranged with the
instructor.

e No make up exams will be given unless previously arranged with the
instructor.

e Each student is responsible to sign the attendance sheet at the
beginning of every class.

o Ifaclass is missed, it is the students’ responsibility to cover the material
missed. This includes getting the lecture notes from a classmate and
contacting me for any handouts, announcements or assignments you
may have missed.

e Use of “voices” is not permitted in this classroom. Use of gestures, the
blackboard, paper and pencil, and/or signs learned in class are
permissible. Monitoring of this expectancy will be the responsibility of
every student in the classroom. THIS IS FOR YOUR BENEFIT!!

e Keep in mind that all activities have a purpose. Some activities are
called “learning exercises.”

e Eating food and chewing gum or not allowed in the classroom, on any
field trips or in your videotaped assignments.

Fieldtrips

Students are required to go on 2 field trips. Information for field trip
opportunities is posted on the bulletin board outside of room 226 and in the lab
(Navy Hall room 3.) Please do not wait until the last minute to fulfill this
requirement, as excuses will not be accepted. Bear in mind that failure to plan
for contingencies in the event of a canceled field trip is not an acceptable
excuse for non-completion of this requirement. (i.e. in the event a field trip is
canceled, you should have planned adequately in advance and have another
trip as a tentative back-up).

Responsible Behavior

It is the responsibility of the student to act in an ethical, responsible, and
cooperative manner during all experiences related to this course. This
includes, but is not limited to: protecting confidentiality, keeping appointments,
working cooperatively with all partners, peers, and instructors, and completing
assignments in a timely manner. Any breach of these responsibilities may
result in a lowered grade.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to be honest in all of their academic work and
assignments. Procedures for plagiarism, cheating, and falsifications will be
followed in accordance with Policies, Rules, and Procedures #3512,




[image: image7.png]Grading

Students are expected to complete all required activities and assignments. A
final grade will be determined by the accumulation of points earned for
participation in class discussion, examinations and assignments.

97-100 = A 77-80 = C+ Assignments 30
93-96 =A- 73-716 =C Participation & Homework 5
89-92 =B+ 70-72 = C- Quizzes 15
85-88 =B 67-69 =D Midterm Exam 20
81-84 =B- 0-66 =E Final Exam 30

Total 100

Tests (65%)
There will be two major tests given during the semester, as well as several
quizzes given at random. Both the midterm and final exams will be cumulative.

Quizzes (15%)
Midterm Exam (20%)
Final Exam (30%)

Written Assignments

Students are expected to complete all written assignments according to
coilege-level academic standards (i.e. typed, double spaced, one inch margins,
white paper, 12-point font, times new roman style font, spelling and grammar
checked).

Assignments (3 @ 10% each = 30%)

Assignment #1: What is your perception of Deaf people and Deafness?
Assignment #2: Describe your experience at a Deaf festival or large Deaf
function.

Assignment #3: Describe your experience being a minority at the Deaf club.

Class participation & Homework (10%)
Students are required to complete all homework assignments, readings of the
texts and articles as well as participate in class discussions.

August 31, Sept 2:
e Fill out information card
e Discuss course syllabus
e Unit 7 - “Giving Directions”
e “Cross-Culturai Communication”
e “Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers”
September 7,9:
e Review Unit 7
e Fingerspelling
September 14,16:
¢ Unit 8 - “Describing Others”




[image: image8.png]e ‘“ldentifying Others’
September 21,23:
e Review Unit 8

e Numbers
» Fingerspelling
September 27,29:

e Unit 9 - "Making Requests”
e “Money/Numbers”
e Verb Types
October 5,7:
e Review Unit 9
e Numbers
e Fingerspelling
October 12,14: Midterm Exam
October 19,21:
e Unit 10 - “Talking About Family and Occupations”
e “Personal and Possessive Pronouns”
e “Age/Numbers”
e Numbers
October 26,29:
e Review Unit 10
November 2 ,4:
e Unit 11 - “Attributing Qualities to Others”
e “Role Shifting”
November 9,11:
e Review Unit 11
November 16,18:
e Unit 12 - “Talking About Routines”
e Clock/Numbers
November 23:
¢ Review Unit 12
o “Brief History About Deaf America”

November 25: No Class
December 1,3: Final exam week
Homework

American Sign Language Phrase book Videotape

“Family” — Due on September 10th

“School” — Due on September 17th

“Food and Drink” — Due on September 24th
“Clothing” — Due on October 15t

“Sports and Recreation” — Due on October 8th
“Travel” — Due on October 15th




[image: image9.png]“Animals and Colors” — Note: Please develop a sentence for each sign — Due on
October 22nd

“Civics” — Due on October 29th

“Religion” — Due on November 5th

“Numbers, Time, Dates, and Money” — due on November 12th

Instructions:

Watch the videotape carefully. Some of the sentences are in ASL while others
are in English word order. Some sentences use old signs that need to be
changed to more current signs and others need to use incorporated signs instead
of English signs.

Videotape yourself reproducing the sentences. Make sure to use signs that are
current and follow ASL structure.

Please give the sentence number just before you sign the sentences. Do not
sign “NUMBER”.

You may glance at your note paper before and after signing the sentence. (Do
not look at the paper while signing.)

Your sentences must be clear and without pauses.

Your sentence must follow the same concept, but not necessarily the same signs
as the videotape.

Each videotape will be worth 50 points. One point will be taken off for each error.

Don't forget to use appropriate non-manual makers and mouth morphemes as
these will be counted.
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