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_Human Sexuality and Reproduction

er:_BIOL 205 Date Of Initial Offering: Spring 2006
Semester year

This is a GE Natural Science course, with a more specific focus than the 100 level
courses.

: 3 Format: X lecture [Jlab [ other:
annual [ each semester Clalternate years

None

A study of the biology and evolution of sexual function, reproduction and
behavior in humans; including discussion of reproductive health issues, historical
and social aspects, and consequences for human population growth.

BIOL 101, BIOL 201, NURS 111, INTD 104

See attached course proposal
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BIOLOGY 205 – HUMAN SEXUALITY AND REPRODUCTION

Instructor:  Dr. Daniel Townsend

Office:  Loyola 202

Phone:  941-6217

E-mail: townsendd1@scranton.edu 

Textbook: Sylvia Mader (2005) Human Reproductive Biology, 3rd Ed. McGraw-Hill, New York, NY.

Tentative schedule of topics

Week 


Topic





Textbook chapters

1
The ecology and evolution of sex




Chapter 1, 11

2
Mammalian reproduction: anatomy




Chapter 2, 11

3
Mammalian reproduction: basic physiology & endocrinology
Chapter 1, 5

4
Mammalian reproduction: gestation & development


Chapter 8

5
Primate reproductive biology and sexual behavior


Chapter 5, 12


Exam 1

6
Human reproductive biology: female & male anatomy/physiology
Chapter 6

7
Human reproductive biology: menstrual cycles & pregnancy
Chapter 8

8
Human sexual behavior





Chapter 7

9
Human reproductive health





Chapter 4

10
Human reproductive health





Chapter 10


Exam 2

11
Human reproductive potential & population growth


Chapter 13

12
Control of human reproduction




Chapter 9

13
Sociobiology of human sexuality




Chapter 4

14
Sociobiology of human sexuality




Chapter 13


FINAL EXAM

* I reserve the right to change the schedule of topics and exams, if necessary; however I will always provide notice of any change at least two class periods in advance.

BLACKBOARD. I use Blackboard as a supplemental academic tool. I will regularly post things to Blackboard. Each of you has already been registered on Blackboard for this course. To sign on to Blackboard, go to the University website and click on Blackboard (http://www.scranton.edu/bb). When you get the Blackboard home page, click on Login. When the login page opens, enter your username (same as for your email) and password (the first time you sign on, this will be your Social Security # followed by the two-digit day of the month you were born). You should establish a new password soon.

TEXTBOOK READINGS, GUEST LECTURERS, AND CLASS ATTENDANCE. We will cover various topics this semester, largely in tune with the textbook. For most topics, what I talk about in lecture will be a selection of what is covered in the text. I strongly recommend that you read through the assigned chapter on a topic before coming to class on the day that the topic is scheduled. I will often use figures and tables from the textbook in class, so familiarity with it will be very helpful.


For several topics, I will invite guest lecturers to focus on particular issues in which they have special expertise. The content of their lectures will be part of the course, and you will be expected to know it, along with any additional readings that they suggest to accompany their lectures. 

I do not require, or record, class attendance. However, because my emphasis or coverage on a topic may differ from that of the textbook, and because guest lecturers will seldom follow the textbook in their remarks, I highly recommend that you regularly attend class. Missing even a few classes is likely to put you at a serious disadvantage.

EXTRA READINGS. There will be readings outside of the textbook assigned during the semester. I will usually announce these in class, and then post them (or links to them) on Blackboard.

Exams will consist of a combination of multiple-choice, short answer and essay questions. Exams 1 & 2 will concentrate explicitly on the material covered since the previous exam (or course start) but will assume knowledge of all material covered since the beginning of the semester. The Final Exam will be comprehensive, with about 1/3 on material from the last section of the course and about 2/3 on the rest of the semester’s material. There will be no make-up exams. If you miss an exam due to a legitimate emergency, you must give me a written excuse that fully explains the nature of the emergency, in which case the grade for that exam will not be used in calculating your final grade. If you miss an exam without legitimate cause, you will receive a grade of 0 (zero) for that exam.

REACTION PAPERS. There will be two “reaction” papers required of each student. For each of them, you will be assigned 1-3 readings (outside the text) and required to write an organized and reasoned critique on a specific issue to which the readings are relevant. More detailed instructions on the format and deadlines will be forthcoming in the first two weeks of the course.

Course grade.  Grading will be based on the following algorithm:

2 semester exams @ 100 points each


200 points

Final Exam





150 points

2 reaction papers @ 50 points each


100 points





Total points
450 points

Your total out of 450 points will be transformed to a 100 point scale and assigned a letter grade as follows:


94-100
= A

87-89 = B+

77-79 = C+

66-69 = D+

90-93
= A-

83-86 = B

73-76 = C

60-65 = D




80-82 = B-

70-72 = C-

 < 60  = F

