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TRANSITION DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY (tDPT)

OVERVIEW

The transition Doctor of Physical Therapy (tDPT) degree is a post-professional educational experience designed specifically for practicing physical therapy professionals. The tDPT degree enables a licensed physical therapist to bridge the gap between their professional master’s or bachelor’s degree physical therapy education and the current entry-level clinical doctorate (DPT) education. The program is offered in a web-based, distance education format to accommodate clinicians’ scheduling demands at work and home.  

CURRICULUM

The tDPT degree is offered as 16 credits beyond an entry-level master’s degree in physical therapy. The program consists of four web-based courses (4 credits each) in the areas of: Evidence-Based Practice (EBP), Pharmacology, Pathology, and Diagnosis.  All four courses are offered entirely on-line with optional on-campus discussion/review sessions offered one or two times each semester.  Each course also includes a clinical case-based research component that culminates with a capstone experience (see below) in the final semester (in PT 754T Diagnosis). Additional coursework is required for students admitted with an entry-level bachelor’s degree (25 credit program). 

Admission Requirements

Applicants must possess a valid physical therapy license and must have completed at least one year of clinical experience as a physical therapist.  Successful applicants with an entry-level master’s degree in physical therapy will be admitted to the 16 credit tDPT program.  Applicants with an entry-level baccalaureate degree in physical therapy will be assessed on a case-by-case basis (by means of a Professional Portfolio) to determine the prerequisites for entry into the tDPT program.

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE

The tDPT curriculum contains a clinical research component in which students use an actual patient case to augment course material.  Each of the four tDPT major courses focuses on an aspect of patient case management relevant to the course material.  The Diagnosis course integrates all of the areas into a final case report project that is prepared in accordance with the guidelines for manuscript submission of the Physical Therapy journal.

tDPT Requirements for Entry-Level Master’s Degree Students

Major Courses








Credits

PT 751T
Evidence-Based Practice





    4

PT 752T
Pharmacology







    4

PT 753T
Pathology







    4

PT 754T
Diagnosis*







    4

tDPT Requirements for Entry-Level Bachelor’s Degree Students

Cognate Courses








Credits
Content Areas:










Research Methods/Design







    3

Health Promotion/Wellness







    3 

OR  Organization/Management







Major Courses
PT 556T
Motor Control/Motor Learning




    3

PT 751T
Evidence-Based Practice





    4

PT 752T
Pharmacology







    4

PT 753T
Pathology







    4

PT 754T
Diagnosis*







    4

* Taken during final semester

tDPT COURSE DESCRIPTIONS





      

PT 751T








 4 credits

Evidence-Based Practice

This web-based course is designed to review current concepts of evidence-based practice and integrate these concepts to physical therapy clinical practice.  Application will include critically evaluating relevant evidence in the literature, preparing literature for presentation to other medical professionals, and preparing an algorithm (decision tree) for use in the clinical setting.

PT 752T








        4 credits

Pharmacology

This web-based course examines Pharmacology, which is the study of drugs and their effects on the human organism.  The student will learn principles of pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, dose-response relationships, administration routes, absorption and distribution, biotransformation and excretion, potential drug interactions and toxicology.  The effects of drugs on patients receiving physical therapy interventions are presented.  
PT 753T








         4 credits

Pathology

This web-based course will enable the student to recognize signs and symptoms of common pathological conditions that practicing physical therapists encounter for the purpose of administrating a safe and progressive therapeutic program. The course will provide the students with the information necessary to decide when referral is indicated and when to incorporate alternative interventions.

PT 754T








         4 credits

Diagnosis

This web-based course will engage the student in the diagnostic process, consistent with the policies and procedures of the practice setting.  The study will establish differential diagnoses for patients across the lifespan based on examination and medical and psychosocial information.  The use of diagnostic tools, including imaging and laboratory studies, will be presented.  This course contains the capstone experience, and therefore must be taken during the final semester.

PT 556T (BS tDPT students)

Motor Control/Motor Learning





         3 credits

This course investigates the science of motor control/motor learning including the neuromotor processes that underlie normal and abnormal movement.  Theories of motor learning and mechanisms for acquisition of skill are explored.  Neuromotor and neuropsychological research are investigated and clinical implications are discussed.

Table 1.  Comparison of Transition Doctor of Physical Therapy (tDPT) Degree Requirements. 

	School


	MSPT Requirements
	BSPT Requirements
	Comments

	University of Scranton


	16 credits
	Professional Portfolio

25 credits

(proposed revision)
	· Web-based Program

	Chatham College


	17 credits
	Same as MSPT
	· Weekend Program



	Temple University


	12-27 credits
	18-27 credits


	· Web-based Program

· 12 credits for Temple MSPT alumni and other recent MSPT grads

	Boston University


	20-22 credits

(16-18 credits for alumni)
	Same as MSPT
	· Web-based Program

· Up to 2 course waiver allowed

	Arcadia University


	24 credits
	Same as MSPT
	· Weekend Program

· Up to 11 credit waiver allowed


Home Dean:  □ CAS    x CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC











Nationally, the curriculum for preparing Physical Therapists has been upgraded to a clinical doctoral level.  This has serious professional implications for licensed holders of BSPT and MSPT degrees. Last year, in order to aid master’s-qualified PT’s achieve the national standard, the University introduced a tDPT program.  In the process, we discovered a large segment of the PT population that is bachelor’s- qualified who wish to upgrade their credentials as well.  We intend to provide needed programming to aid this population.





This revised proposal offers the convenience of online delivery and the flexibility of cognate courses to best fill the gaps in a BS PT’s educational preparation.  This proposal also values the applicant’s clinical experience and continuing education by means of a “Professional Portfolio” admission requirement.  This proposal is a reduced burden from the existing program that would require us to develop 4 new courses (i.e., Intro to PT, Clinical Practice I & II, Research Update).





The American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) is unequivocally committed to a fully inclusive transition to the status of a doctoring profession.  Inclusiveness means that every US-licensed physical therapist will be afforded the opportunity to attain degree parity with those practitioners who possess the professional clinical doctorate (DPT).  In addition to the benefits for the physical therapist, an inclusive transition also benefits the profession as a greater critical mass of physical therapists are prepared to practice using the most current body of knowledge and skills, including all aspects of patient/client management as documented in the “ Guide to Physical Therapist Practice”(excerpted from:  www.apta.org).  Our Department of Physical Therapy intends to include all of our alumni as we offer the tDPT degree in web-based format. This program will provide a valuable service to both BS and MS alumni and demonstrate commitment to our graduates.  Furthermore, we will offer this program to PT graduates across the US to better serve the profession of physical therapy and support the APTA vision. 








The t-DPT is a post-professional clinical degree offered only to students who possess a license in physical therapy. The purpose of a tDPT program is to allow practicing physical therapists the opportunity to gain the knowledge required by the new physical therapy practice standards and thus, to upgrade their credentials.  The new DPT national standards of practice require increased knowledge beyond that learned in bachelor or master of physical therapy degrees in the content areas of Evidence-Based Practice, Pathology, Diagnosis and Pharmacology.  This revised BS tDPT proposal will allow students with an entry-level bachelor’s degree in physical therapy to complete coursework that was added or augmented as the program advanced to a clinical doctoral degree, while building on their extensive clinical experience.  This proposal is based on the industry standard for this type of clinical degree.  Refer to attachment (Table 1) for comparative information on competing institutions’ tDPT programs.  Our revised program will allow BSPTs to join MSPTs in the existing online program (approved Spring 2004 by the Faculty Senate) with additional course requirements as outlined below.








The original tDPT program for BSPTs (approved by the Faculty Senate as part of the entry-level DPT proposal) included several courses that are not yet developed/offered (i.e., Intro to PT, Clinical Practice Update I & II, Research Update) and are not included in this revised proposal.  The MS tDPT program is now being offered as a web-based program that includes 16 credits of coursework in the areas of:  Evidence-Based Practice, Pharmacology, Pathology and Diagnosis.  We will include these existing courses in the BS tDPT program as well.  In addition, the BS tDPT program will be augmented by one major and two cognate courses.  Please refer to the attached catalog copy.





The additional required courses offer an interdisciplinary approach to support the professional development of BS tDPT students. They will be offered in the areas of Research Methods/Design and Organization/Management or Health Promotion/Wellness through the cooperation of other academic Departments.  These course offerings may impact the workload of faculty.  However, we are planning to require courses that are already being offered or are being developed for other programs.  For example, the Department of Health Administration will include BS tDPT students in HAD 508 - Leadership in the Health Care Organizations.  To increase flexibility and selection, BS PT students may choose courses offered either on campus or online to meet their needs.











Major Courses:�
�
Intro to PT  (1 credit)�
�
Pathology  (3 credits)�
�
Diagnosis  (3 credits)�
�
Pharmacology  (3 credits)�
�
Grand Rounds II  (1 credit)�
�
Professional Practice  (1 credit)�
�
Motor Control/Motor Learning (3 credits)�
�
Clinical Practice Update I  (3 credits)�
�
Clinical Practice Update II  (3 credits)�
�
Research Update  (3 credits)�
�
�
�
�
�
Cognate Courses (if applicable):�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Total:  24 credits�
�









Major Courses:�
�
�
�
Pathology/web-based  (4 credits)�
�
Diagnosis/web-based  (4 credits)�
�
Pharmacology/web-based  (4 credits)�
�
Evidence-Based Practice/web-based  (4 credits)�
�
�
�
Motor Control/Motor Learning/web-based  (3 credits)�
�
        [Professional Portfolio (0 credits)]


             --admission requirement--�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Cognate Courses (if applicable):  content areas�
�
Research Methods/Design  (3 credits)�
�
Organization/Management  


or  Health Promotion/Wellness       (3 credits)�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Total:  25 credits�
�






The revised BSPT  tDPT program will increase the workload of  the PT Department for the Motor Control/Motor Learning course only (3 credits).  The other courses in the major (i.e., Pathology, Diagnosis, Pharmacology, Evidence-Based Practice) are already approved and being offered on-line to tDPT program students who have an entry-level Master’s degree in Physical Therapy.  Motor Control/Motor Learning is an existing course that will be converted to a web-based offering to accommodate the new distance education format of the tDPT  program.  





This revised proposal relies upon the cooperation of other academic Departments to allow enrollment of BS tDPT students in the cognate courses.   A few appropriate courses are already being offered, while others are in various stages of development.  The Chairs and faculty of supporting Departments will approve registration of BS tDPT students prior to enrollment in these courses.  Workload may be impacted within limits set by each Department.














