
COUN 5XX – ADVANCED COUNSELING INTERNSHIPPRIVATE 

3 Credits

I.   PURPOSE


The advanced counseling internship and accompanying seminar are designed to enable the student to refine and demonstrate the integration of theoretical and research perspectives on clinical interventions utilizing the experiences found in the Counselor Training Center (CTC), the Leahy Health Center, and an agreed-upon clinical site in the community.  Individual and group supervision will be ongoing. 


The Advanced Counseling Internship is attempted after completion of at least 48 credits of coursework in the Community Counseling program or as part of the Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study in Professional Counseling (CAGSPC).  A prerequisite for attempting this advanced counseling internship is successful completion of COUN 595 – Internship in Community Counseling.  The advanced internship requires the student to complete a minimum of 300 clock hours of supervised field experience which must:  [1] include a minimum of 120 hours of direct service work with clientele appropriate to the student’s program; [2] include a minimum of one hour per week of individual supervision by a licensed mental health professional (preferably a Licensed Professional Counselor); [3] include a minimum of one and one-half hours per week of group supervision by a faculty supervisor; [4] include a variety of professional activities other than direct service work; [5] allow the student to obtain audio- and/or videotapes of interactions with clientele for use in individual and group supervision; [6] allow the student to gain supervised experience in the use of a variety of professional resources such as appraisal instruments, computers, print and non-print media, professional literature, and research; and [7] include formal evaluation of the student’s performance by a program faculty member.  

II.   TEXTS  

 Baird, B.  N.  (2001).   The internship, practicum, and field placement handbook: A guide for

      the helping professions.  New York:  Prentice-Hall. 

 III.
PROCEDURES


The instructional methods to be employed in this course will be field placement, discussion, small group supervision, guest speakers, and on-site observation.  These methods are complementary to attendance and careful reading of the required texts.

IV.
ASSIGNMENTS/EVALUATION

1. Students will participate in clinical activities (i.e., counseling, assessment,  supervision, consultation) over the course of the semester at an advanced level.

2. Pre-Course Self-Assessment: As a way of assessing present counseling skills students will be required to write a summary of present relevant skills prior to beginning 

this advanced internship. This pre-assessment summary should include clinical background (strengths and weaknesses), an overview of your model of counseling, your experiences in clinical intervention, clinical assessment, consultation, 

      supervision, and social and cultural  issues.  Goals for the advanced counseling 

      internship should then be developed for the semester.

4. Post-Course Self-Assessment: As a way of assessing progress over the course of 

      the semester, students are required to write a post course assessment. This 

      assessment  should include a summary of your strengths and weaknesses (i.e., growth 

      edges) as a clinician, consultant, and supervisor.  Critical incidents from the entire

      semester, an updated model or theory of supervision, the extent to which  pre-

     assessment goals have been achieved, additional goals achieved, and future goals as a

     counselor.

 5.  Case Presentation: Each student will be required to write up and turn in a 

      case (individual, couple, family, group, agency/program consultation, supervisee)

      presentation. The written portion must include aspects described in the Case

      Presentation Outline as well as the most recent progress notes for the 

      case you are presenting. A copy of the most recent videotape/audiotape (when 

      available) should be included.   Copies of the written case conceptualization, the 

      progress notes, and videotape/audiotape need to be distributed 

      to all members of the internship class one week prior to the presentation date. Each 

      member is expected to review the tape prior to coming to class on the day of the 

      presentation.

5. Class Participation: Students are expected to have read the assigned materials and 

to come to the seminar prepared to discuss them.  






