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Brief Description of Proposal


The Department of Counseling and Human Services proposes a collaborative master’s degree program in Community Counseling with the Departamento Psicologia at Universidad Iberoamericana (a sister Jesuit institution located in Mexico City, Mexico) to be initiated in the Fall of 2003. The proposed collaborative program is structured as a track of the CACREP-accredited Community Counseling program at the University of Scranton.  

Rationale


A formal memorandum of understanding between the University of Scranton (UofS) and Universidad Iberoamericana (UIA) calling for collaborative research, faculty/student exchanges, and curriculum development signed in May of 1996 has led to six years of faculty and student exchanges (both directions), collaborative research, and conference presentations at regional and international conferences.  This sustained relationship between the Department of Counseling and Human Services (UofS) and the Departamento Psicologia (UIA) has culminated in a plan to offer a simultaneous collaborative master’s degree program in Community Counseling at both institutions.  The underlying rationale for this collaboration is based upon:        

· the urgent need for culturally competent counselors in the United States to address the mental health needs of the rapidly increasing Hispanic/Latino population.

· the need for a professional counseling model in Mexico that will provide greater access to quality mental health services for children and families in Mexico. 

· the need for competent professionals in both countries that can not only provide mental health services but can also design effective programs at primary, secondary, and tertiary levels of intervention.

· the shared vision of social justice through education for sister Jesuit institutions.

· the College of Professional Studies’ strategic focus on Latin America.

· the University of Scranton’s strategic focus on globalization of the curriculum.

· the need for academic programs that reflect the emphasis in international (GATS) and regional (NAFTA) economic treaties on the elimination of barriers to trade in education, training, and services.

Needs Assessment

· As the realities faced by the Hispanic/Latino population within the United States are acknowledged, the challenge of ensuring culturally sensitive delivery of mental health services becomes paramount. Individuals of Hispanic/Latino descent constitute one of the fastest growing racial and ethnic minority groups within the United States. There is a dearth of available and accessible of culturally relevant mental health services for the 35+ million Hispanic/Latino individuals registered (Census 2000) and the untold number of undocumented individuals of Hispanic/Latino origin. 
· The rapidly shifting demographics within the United States mandate the preparation and training of culturally competent counseling professionals. As cited in Sue and Sue (1999, p. 287), according to the U.S. Census (1995), Hispanic Americans comprise 22.8 million of the population, of whom nearly 2/3’s are of Mexican descent.  Because of ongoing immigration patterns, it is estimated that Hispanics in the United States will be the largest minority group by the year 2005 and will reach a population of 96 million by the year 2050 (Sue & Sue, 1999). These shifts in demographics necessitate counseling professionals who are able to provide culturally sensitive counseling services to the Hispanic population in the United States. However, there is paucity of counseling professionals who are bilingual and can provide culturally sensitive counseling services for the majority of Hispanic Americans. The proposed collaborative master’s degree in Community Counseling model has utility to train counseling professionals who can provide culturally sensitive mental health services to individuals of Hispanic/Latino heritage residing in the United States.
· In addition, as the Mexican reality changes at an ever-increasing speed, the challenge of reducing the social disparity between Mexico and the United States of America becomes critical. That social disparity is clearly seen in the overwhelming proportion of Mexicans who live in poverty. This leads to a corresponding lack of availability and access to quality mental health services for the majority of individuals living in Mexico.  This lack of access is perpetuated by education and training models that do not address the social and economic realities for the majority of Mexicans.
· The United States Agency for International Development (US AID) has launched a major initiative in its U.S. - Mexico TIES Partnership (2002) program which was designed to encourage the development of collaborative graduate training and dual degree programs between the two countries. UofS and UIA collaborators met with representatives from USAID in Mexico City who encouraged our pursuit of a collaborative graduate program in Community Counseling. We are currently in the second phase of the applications process for a TIES grant which will hopefully fund faculty and student exchange, distance learning technology for UIA, a journal of Latin American counseling, and an international conference devoted to counseling issues in Latin America. 
Library Resources


The Weinberg Memorial Library subscribes to the major professional journals in counseling, book and media collections. External funding is being sought to fund an increase in specific library resources for Universidad Iberoamericana, especially since the counseling-specific literature and resources are currently not readily available at UIA. 

Faculty


There will be no increase in the faculty complement for this curricular project.  Each department will provide necessary resources and training for development of the program.  Should the USAID proposal not be funded, we will be seeking funds from other foundations and government programs.   

Program Design 
· The CACREP-accredited Community Counseling program is currently offered in CHS and will switch to a 60 credit program in the fall of 2003 to reflect Pennsylvania Professional Counselor licensure regulations.    The 60 credit program addressed in this curriculum proposal will be a track of the Community Counseling program at the University of Scranton.  The Department of Psychology at UIA has adapted the 48 credit Community Counseling program model for implementation in the Fall of 2003.  The curriculum has been modified to the reflect Universidad Iberoamericana’s curricular and programmatic needs; in addition to the regulatory educational processes mandated by the Mexican federal government 

· The CACREP core curriculum will be used as the backbone of both programs in both institutions.. 

· Students will enroll in the respective home institutions (University of Scranton or Universidad Iberoamericana) but take required courses in a common curriculum. Each student will spend one academic semester at the foreign institution as part of his/her graduate training. Students will have the opportunity to engage in clinical practicum and internship experiences within a culturally-sensitive context with the local Latino populations in the respective country. 

· The University of Scranton’s program will include a 9 credit seminar component that addresses Spanish language acquisition and clinical preparation for the didactic/internship exchange semester.

· The exchange semester will occur in the third semester of the program and credit for coursework undertaken at UIA will be counted towards fulfillment of program completion criteria at UofS.

· The University of Scranton’s program will comply with the criteria set for by the Pennsylvania Professional Counselor licensure regulations.  

