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Required Attachments:
· Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

· Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

· Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
GRAMMAR REVIEW

Communication 116
Instructor:  Kim Pavlick

Office:  4131 St. Thomas Hall

941-4147

Pavlickk2@scranton.edu
Course Description:  A review of the English language including usage, mechanics, word choice and structure. Geared toward Communication, English and Education majors. This one-credit offering will help students understand and use proper Standard English grammar.
Course Objectives

#1  Students will learn to effectively use grammar in spoken and written word.

#2  Students will learn to identify parts of speech and usage for those components.

#3  Students will learn to write more effectively.

#4  Students will pass the departmental grammar exam with a grade of 70 percent or better.

Your one-credit grade breakdown is as follows:

Quiz 1: 10 pts

Quiz 2: 10 pts

Quiz 3: 10 pts.

Quiz 4: 15 pts.

Quiz 5: 15 pts.

Grammar exam grade 40 pts.

Key points for class study
1. Word choice- please study the words selected from the chapter 8 list.

2. Spelling- 10 questions- based on chapter 10 list, Words Often Misspelled

3. Parts of speech: prepositions, prepositional phrases, direct objects, indirect objects, subjects articles, adjectives, adverbs, verbs (linking, auxiliary, transitive, intransitive), conjunctions (coordinating, subordinating), predicate adjectives, predicate nominatives, appositives

4. Personal pronouns-please know the personal pronoun chart i.e., I, you, he/she/it, etc.

5. Subject-verb agreement- focusing on indefinite pronoun agreement

6. The passive and active voices

Grade Calculation:  Grades will be based on the average of your quiz scores.  Quizzes will be given every Wednesday.

A= 90-100

B= 80-89

C= 70-79

D= 60-69

F Below 60

Required Texts: Working with Words ISBN: 0-312-44267-X & The corresponding workbook
Weekly Schedule
Class will meet twice weekly for six weeks

Grammar exam: Thursday, March 10


WEEKLY READING:  Chapter 1, 2 and 3

Week one
Syllabus review and Basic Skills Benchmark Exam



WEEKLY READING:  Chapters 4 and 10

Week two
Parts of Speech/ subject-verb agreement



Quiz #1 Parts of Speech



WEEKLY READING:  Part 2 and Chapter 2 and  5

Week three
Parts of Speech and word choice




Quiz #2



WEEKLY READING:  Chapter 6 and Part 2

Week four
The passive voice and word choice



Quiz #3



WEEKLY READING:  Chapter 7 and 8

Week five
Punctuation and spelling



Quiz #4



WEEKLY READING:  Part 2

Week six
Punctuation, spelling and word choice





Quiz #5 (Monday, March 8)
Class Policies

1. Attendance is mandatory.  Quizzes cannot be made up.  Your grade is based on your quiz average and your grade on the grammar exam.

2. The grammar exam will be given in class.  No excuses will be accepted for missing the exam.

3. Grammar is not always the most interesting topic. You can make it more entertaining by participating in class.

4. Homework is not optional.  In order to pass the exam, you must practice the concepts.

5. If you do not pass the grammar exam upon completion of this course, you will be required to repeat COMM 115.

6. Please do not wear hats to class.

7. Please turn off all electronic devices before entering the classroom.

 Additional Resources:

http://Grammar.uoregon.edu
http://quickanddirtytips.com
http://grammar.ccc.comnet.edu/grammar
http://newsroom101.com
http://grammar.ccc.comnet.edu/grammar
Name ________________________

Choosing the Correct Word

Circle the correct answer from the choices available.

1.  Between these two extremes ( lie / lies ) the real solution.

2.  The welfare appropriation, as well as several pro-environment resolutions, ( was / were ) sent to the subcommittee for hearings.

3.  He is smarter than ( I / me ).

4.  Two men were killed in ( separate / seperate ) accidents.

5.  The spokesman said the government ( anticipates / expects ) enemy troop movements.

6.  The ( enormity / enormousness ) of the Nazi crimes cannot be forgotten.

7.  The flags at City Hall were lowered to 

( half-mast / half-staff ).

8.  ( Hopefully / I hope ) it won’t snow over Thanksgiving break.

9.  The number of rollerblading injuries ( has / have ) dropped dramatically.

10.  None of the stolen goods ( was / were ) recovered.

Choose the correct sentence from each pair below.  The sentences might be different, but only one will be grammatically correct.

11.  ____
A) The driver was killed after his car hit a truck.

B) The driver was killed when his car hit a truck.

12.  ____
A) The plane flew above the clouds.



B) The statement above should serve as a warning.

13.  ____
A) Hopefully, he opened the mailbox looking for the check.



B) Hopefully, the check arrived.

14.  ____
A) Janet was poring over a book when I arrived.



B) Janet was pouring over a book when I arrived.

15.  ____
A) Fife, Griffith and Smith were all released.



B) Fife, Griffith and Smith were released.

Bonus #1:

Select the gerund from the choices above the following sentence.




(A)

(B)
  (C)

____

She really enjoys swimming.

Bonus #2:

Circle the correct answer from the choices available.

The sports car brakes ( more quickly / quicker ) than the sedan.

Bonus #3:

Select the adjective from the choices above the following sentence.


    (A)
(B)
 (C)

 ____

The bridge seems unsafe.

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms

COMM 116 will be assessed using:

 (1) Student evaluations

 (2) Departmental review of the syllabus

(3) End of the semester review by the instructor

(4) Comparison of benchmark exam with end results
COMM 116 is designed to teach and review basic grammar concepts to improve writing structure and content. Students enrolled in this course will have been mandated to take the class because they did not pass the department’s mandatory grammar exam, which is given in COMM 115 Writing for Communication. The class will also be open to students who are interested in improving their grammar.
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This class will be offered to students who did not pass the COMM 115 mandatory grammar exam. Some grammar is taught in COMM 115, but not to the extent that it will be taught in COMM 116.
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