Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

New Course:  COMM 320 News Reporting

CAS 2003-2004 Item #33

Attach the following:

1.
Brief Course Description

This class is one of exposure for prospective reporters in either electronic or print media. Students will be introduced to documents used in criminal and civil investigations and will learn to develop and use contacts in news investigations.
2. Sample Syllabus

Attached

3. Rationale for the Course

This course serves four functions within the communication curriculum.

a. It introduces students to terms and documents used by professionals in day-to-day news gathering.
b. It helps students to better choose their areas of interest within journalism by allowing them to examine various news beats in detail.

c. It gives students insight into the real world of reporting by providing them with first-hand experience gained through news gathering and reporting.

d. It helps students develop professional skills in interviewing techniques and the development of contacts regularly used in professional news gathering.

4. List of resources needed for the course
No special resources are required for this class.
5. A brief description of the Evaluation Procedures 
Evaluation is based on classroom participation and development of a class project that involves finding an on campus or community news story and developing it for publication. Students are also required to keep a file of documents from magisterial court, police investigations and court procedures.
Initiator (Contact Person):  Edward F. Warner
Department(s):  Communication
Suggested Course Number / Prefix:  COMM 320
Course Title (for Catalog):  News Reporting
Credit Hours:  3.0
Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	This course is designed to introduce students to reporting for electronic and print media. Students learn how to obtain and analyze documents used in criminal/civil investigations, as well as how to develop and maintain contacts in news investigations.



Frequency of Offering:
Every Year
 X 
Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year

2004 
Semester

Fall
Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  __________ Yes
 X 
 No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
    
X


Cognate

________

Other Elective
    _____________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	


Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______________Yes

X
 No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:



X    


Panuska College of Professional Studies:
__________



Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

COMM 224 Newswriting
COMM 324 Advanced Newswriting
Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: 

The two existing courses deal primarily with writing stage of the news process. Although news reporting is discussed, it is not a primary focus of either class. The proposed News Reporting class concentrates upon newsgathering rather than newswriting.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

    THIS CLASS IS ONE OF EXPOSURE FOR PROSPECTIVE REPORTERS IN EITHER

ELECTRONIC OR PRINT MEDIA.  STUDENTS WILL BE EXPOSED TO DOCUMENTS USED IN

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL INVESTIGATIONS AND WILL LEARN TO DEVELOP AND USE CONTACTS

IN NEWS INVESTIGATIONS.

VALUE OF THE COURSE:

1)
STUDENTS COMPLETING THIS CLASS WILL BE FAMILIAR WITH TERMS AND 


DOCUMENTS USED IN DAY TO DAY NEWS GATHERING.

2)
NEWS BEATS WILL BE DISCUSSED IN DETAIL, HELPING STUDENTS CHOOSE AREAS

      
OF INTEREST

3)
FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE WILL BE GAINED IN NEWS GATHERING, AND REPORTING.


THE STUDENT WILL HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO MORE OF THE REAL WORLD OF 


REPORTING.

4)
ROUND TABLE INTERVIEWS WILL BE A REGULAR PART OF THE CLASS, HELPING

STUDENTS DEVELOP INTERVIEWING TECHNIQUES AND HELPING STUDENTS TO UNDERSTAND CONTACTS REGULARLY USED IN NEWS GATHERING

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COURSE THE STUDENT WILL BE BETTER ABLE TO;

1)
RECOGNIZE AND DEVELOP NEWS STORIES

2)
LEARN TO FIND CONTACTS ASSOCIATED WITH NEWS STORIES

3)
LEARN HOW TO MANEUVER THRU THE LEGAL SYSTEM IN CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS

4)
HANDLE BEAT ASSIGNMENTS IN A WORKING NEWSROOM

REQUIREMENTS:

1)     STUDENT IS REQUIRED TO KEEP A FILE OF DOCUMENTS FROM MAGISTERIAL 


COURT, POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, COURT PROCEDURES ETC.

2)     CLASS PROJECT WILL INCLUDE FINDING AN ON CAMPUS OR COMMUNITY NEWS 


STORY AND DEVELOPING LEADS AND POINTS OF FACT FOR BROADCAST OR 

     PUBLICATION

3)
DAILY READING/VIEWING WILL BE RELATED TO THE DAYS NEWS

4)
STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERVIEW SESSIONS WITH 

        NEWS SOURCES/CONTACTS

5)
NOTES WILL BE REQUIRED ON ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS

EXAMS:

1) GRADING WILL BE BASED ON CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION, DEVELOPMENT OF CLASS


PROJECT, GENERAL KNOWLEDGE AND GRASP OF MATERIALS

2) THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO USE QUIZES OR OTHER TESTS TO 


MEASURE LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDING

TENTATIVE GUESTS/INTERVIEWS:

1)
MAGISTERIAL COURT: WE WILL HOST A DISTRICT JUSTICE IN A ROUND TABLE


DISCUSSION

2)
THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM:  WE WILL HOST A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE U.S.


MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA IN A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

3) COMMONWEALTH COURT:  WE WILL HOST A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DISTRICT

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE AND POSSIBLY A COMMONWEALTH COURT JUDGE IN A ROUND   TABLE DISCUSSION

4)
THE PRISON SYSTEM: WE WILL HOST A PAROLE OFFICE, PRISON OFFICIAL IN A


ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION.

5)
DEFENSE ATTORNEY:  WE WILL HOST A PROMINENT CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY IN A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION.

6)
RAPE/SEXUAL ABUSE: WE WILL HOST A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER IN A DISCUSSION ON SEX CRIMES AND MEDIA COVERAGE.

7)
APPEAL PROCESS:  WE WILL HOST A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DISTRICT


ATTORNEY’S OFFICE WHO WRITES APPEALS AT EVERY LEVEL INCLUDING U-S 


SUPREME COURT.

8)
ADDICTION:  ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION WILL FEATURE AN ADDICTION COUNSELOR 


TO HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND CRIMES RELATED TO DRUGS AND ALCOHOL.

9) POLITICAL BEATS:  ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION WILL INCLUDE MEDIA CONTACTS,


PUBLIC RELATIONS EXPERTS TO TALK ABOUT THE “SPIN.” AND HOW TO UNRAVEL 


IT.

10) OTHER ISSUES TO BE DEVELOPED: CHILD ABUSE, ARSON INVESTIGATIONS, D-U-I


ARRESTS, BOARDS AND AUT

