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University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
ECUI XXX:  Literacy and Diversity

Semester, Year

Instructor: Dr. Patricia Gross

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)
Course Description:

Students will examine trends affecting the environment of basic education and their impact on the classroom.  Special emphasis will be placed on strategies, methods, and models of instruction that address the trends studied.

Required Texts/Readings:

1) Greene, S. & Abt-Perkins, D. (2003). Making Race Visible: Literacy research for cultural understanding.  NY: Teachers College Press.

2) Dilg, M. (2003). Thriving in the Multicultural Classroom: Principles and practices for effective teaching.  NY: Teachers College Press.
Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

The purpose of this course is to consider the sensitive, complex relationship between literacy and diversity.  Literacy, in all its forms, underlies all education.  Diversity encompasses social constructs that differentiate learners.  Readings, class discussions, and written work will revolve around analysis and synthesis of pertinent issues.
	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA (IRA)
	Assessments

	To recognize student and teacher racial identities
	S 4

D 4
	IG

IID
	1.3

2.3

4.1

4.2
	Autobiographical paper

	To work against “color blind” practices and contexts
	S 2

D 1
	IG

IID
	2.2

2.3

4.1

4.2
	Literature review

Field study and analysis

	To make visible power and discrimination
	S 1

D 2
	IG

IID
	2.3

4.1
	Literature review 

Field study and analysis 

	To study the influence of home and history on multiculturalism
	S 3

D 2
	IIB

IID
	1.3

2.3

4.1
	Literature review

	To analyze shared and shifting authority
	S 2   S 3
	IG
	2.2

4.4
	Practical planning

	To study curriculum in the light of critical pedagogy
	S 1

S 3
	IIB

IID
	1.3

2.2

4.1


	Final project


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

To gain the most from this course, you are expected to read and research thoughtfully and thoroughly, to share impressions and insights consistently in class, and to write cogently and reflectively.  Your voice must be heard.  Every opinion enlightens us all.

All written work is expected to be timely and well expressed.  Be sure to maintain 12- point font and double-space; proofread all work before submission.

Excellence requires substantial support and critical depth of thought for each position, as well as active participation in every class meeting.

1) Autobiography of “landscapes of learning” – 15% of course grade – 

      DUE  Week 2

The purpose of this paper is to reflect upon personal experiences with racial identity, especially in educational settings – formal or informal – and related literacy issues. 

Include in this paper a) exposure to and experience with persons of diverse backgrounds - teachers or classmates; b) extent to which you have studied different cultures; and c) extent to which you have considered language issues related to cultural differences.  

2) Literature review on an issue of your choice - 20% of course grade –

      DUE Week 5

The purpose of this assignment is to recognize limitations of institutional approaches to issues of literacy and diversity. 

Research a specific issue and write an annotated bibliography of at least 10 sources and a short paper that explains how the issue you chose addresses “color blind” practices in educational settings.  Identify a specific age group and/or school level appropriate to your field of study. Recommend specific measures that would improve existing practices. 

3) Field study and analysis – 15% of course grade – DUE Week 9
The purposes of this assignment are to interrogate practice in light of theory and to share insights with classmates.

Study literacy and diversity practices in a local school setting.  Identify written

sources that pertain to district statements regarding cultural diversity and literacy.

Apply course readings to compare existing district policies with current trends in approaching relevant and logistical educational practices. Prepare a visual to share findings.

4) Practical planning – 20% of course grade – DUE Week 12
The purpose of this assignment is to move from theory into practical applications within specific classrooms to engage students in active and constructive learning regarding the complex interdependence between language and culture.   

Design lessons plans for students in the age group of your interest to facilitate consciousness-raising regarding individual impact on classroom environments and educational settings. Draw from multicultural literature resources as suggested in the bibliography section of this syllabus.

5) Final project – 20% of course grade – DUE Week 14
The purpose of this culminating activity is to articulate new learning and its impact on future educational endeavors.

Present a synthesis of course learning, emphasizing the insights gained, questions raised, and unresolved issues, to extend critical pedagogy beyond the scope of this course.  Provide an outline of topics and a one-page summary that highlight the key aspects that resonated most with you.  Plan a fifteen-minute presentation to demonstrate to classmates the areas of concern that you feel require additional study and resolution.

6) Consistent and constructive participation – 10% of course grade

Throughout the course, active inquiry, reflection, and contributions to class discussions are essential to everyone’s success.  Evidence consistent reading and share insights gained from research and investigations related to scheduled topics, as well as areas of interest.

Grading:

    A  95 – 100           B+  87-89       B-  80-82         C 73-76       D 65-69
                A- 90-94                B    83-86       C+ 77-79         C- 70-72    F less than 65
Class Schedule:

Week 1 – Student and teacher attitudes on racial issues and literacy

                        Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 1; Dilg, chapter 1

                        Smith’s Fire in the Mirror

           2 – Addressing personal and professional experience and concerns

                        Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 2; Dilg, chapter 2

                        Autobiography DUE

           3 – Responsibility and respect in representation

                        Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 3; Dilg, chapter 3

                        Toni Morrison’s Nobel Prize acceptance speech; Borderlands

            4 – Tensions and possibilities in negotiating research on race

                        Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 4; West’s Race Matters;

                        Delpit’s The Silenced Dialogue; McIntosh’s White Privilege 

             5 – Successful strategies – Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 5

                        Literature Review DUE

             6 – Literacy and mediation of culture, race, and class

                        Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 6; Dilg, chapter 8

              7 – Reading discrimination – Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 7;

                        Dilg, chapter 7

              8 – Students’ writing and diversity discourses

                        Greene & Abt-Perkins, chapter 8

              9 – Student presentations 

                       Field study and analysis DUE

             10 – Language and culture - multifaceted discussions - Dilg, chapter 4

             11 – Power of pedagogy – impact of curriculum Dilg, chapters 5 and 6

             12 – Breadth of materials - Dilg, Chapter 7

                         Practical planning DUE

             13 – Student presentations

                          Final Project DUE

             14 – Unresolved issues and future actions

Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND ADOLESCENT LITERATURE HOLDINGS

Videos

Bend it like Beckman - an Indian teenage girl challenges her family by playing                        

                                     soccer.

Billy Elliot – a working class British teenage boy challenges his family by 

                     becoming a dancer.

Fires in the Mirror – Anna Deveares Smith retells the 1991 tragedy in Crown 

                                  Heights, Brooklyn, involving a Hasidic man and a black child.

4 Little Girls – Spike Lee dramatizes the death of four black girls in a church            

                        bombing in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963.

Master Harold and the Boys – Athol Fugard’s play reveals inherited racism and its

                      viciousness in a South African setting.

Rabbit Proof Fence – true story of Australian discrimination against Aborigines.

Mildred D. Taylor: Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry – the author describes the          

                       reasons for writing this tale of a Southern black child’s growing 

                       awareness of the pain of discrimination.

Universal Themes in Literature – this video considers universal conflicts,

                       archetypes, individuals as heroes, and creation stories.

Whale Rider – story of a teenage Maori girl who challenges her community and

                        demonstrates her ability to lead her people.

Books

Asian Themes:

Choi, Sook Nyul. (1993). Echoes of the white giraffe. Boston: Houghton MifflinCo.

          A teenage girl and some of her family live in a refugee settlement on a     

          Mountainside in Pusan after surviving six months of bombing in Seoul, due 

          to the Korean War in the early 1950’s.  After two and a half years, they 

          return to Seoul, get reunited with her three older brothers, and rebuild their 

          lives.

Ho, Mingfong. (1991). The Clay marble. Farrar, Straus, Giroux.

         Basing this story on her own experiences, the author tells of a young girl

         and her family, forced to leave home, to trek to one refugee camp after 

         another on the border between Thailand and Cambodia, amid the fighting   

         among multiple sides in Cambodia in the late 1970’s.

Martel, Yann. (2001). Life of pi. Orlando: Harvest Book, Harcourt Inc.

          A teenage Indian boy leaves his country to emigrate to Canada.  His

          Family is shipwrecked and he survives in a boat with a grown tiger.

Middle Eastern Themes:
Hosseni, Khaled. (2003). The Kite runner. NY: Riverhead Books.

        The story of two families whose lives are intertwined in Afghanistan

         and later in the United States, before and after the Russian occupation

         in the 1980’s.

Laird, Elizabeth. (1991). Kiss the dust. NY: Puffin Books.

         Told from the viewpoint of a 12 year old girl Kurd, this story relates the 

          tensions of life in Iraq in 1984 during the Iran-Iraq war.  She and her

          family of freedom fighters were forced to leave their comfortable city

          life to live in their primitive mountain house to avoid the government,

          army, and police.  Then, they flee to a refugee camp in Iran where they are

          considered enemy aliens before they escape to Europe.

Maalouf, Amin. (1984). The Crusades through Arab eyes. NY: Schocken Books.

         An historical account that provides insights regarding the Muslim reactions

         to the invasions from the Western world from 1066 through 1291.

Moussaoui, A.S. (2003). Zacarias, my brother: The Making of a terrorist.
          NY: Seven Stories Press.

          The author, brother of an alleged terrorist, describes the family background –

          Moroccan grandparents, being born in France in the late 1960’s, parents’

          divorce, schooling in an orphanage, racist pressures in teenage years. 

Nafisi, Azar. (2003). Reading Lolita in Tehran. NY: Random House.

           Under the repressive regime of Iran, during the 1970’s and 1980’s,

           a professor risks reprisal and teaches literature to a group of young

           women.

Latino/Hispanic Themes:
Bertrand, Diane Gonzales. (1995). Sweet fifteen. Houston: Arte Publico Press.

             The story of a young girl who questions the tradition of quinceaneras,

             the celebration of a young girl turning 15 and becoming a woman.

Cisneros, Sandra. (1991). Woman hollering creek. NY: Vintage Books.

              Short stories grouped around young teenagers and young women

              Who are Mexican-Americans.

Soto, Gary. (1997). Buried onions. NY: Harper Collins.

              A 19-year old Mexican narrator describes life in Fresno, California

              as an unemployed youth surrounded by gangs, poverty, and 

              discrimination.

Taylor, Theodore. (1973). The Maldonado miracle.  Orlando: Harcourt, Inc.

             A 12-year old boy from Baja, Mexico is smuggled into the U.S. and

             works as a migrant worker until he can be reunited with his father who 

             crossed the border months before.  His adventures disrupt a small town

             and events reveal a range of human characteristics.

Veciana-Suarez, Ana. (2002). Flight to freedom. NY: Scholastic, Inc.

             Told in diary form, this first person fiction is based on the author’s

             life experience of fleeing Cuba with her family in 1967 and adjusting

             to life in Miami – the new culture, schooling, customs, and language.

             The story is accompanied by a brief history of Cuban immigration to

             the United States, as well as by study questions relating to character,

             setting, and theme.

African Themes:

Farmer, Nancy. (1996). A Girl named Disaster. NY: Orchard Books.

             This is a story of a young girl, Nhamo, whose mother died when

             Nhamo was only three years old and whose father had disappeared before 

             her birth.  Village traditional lore and customs permeate the tale, as Nhamo

             escapes through imagination at first, and then follows her grandmother’s

             orders to escape from an arranged marriage decided by a deceptive tribal

             doctor.  She makes a solitary journey to Zimbabwe, her father’s land. 

African-American Themes:  

Curtis, Christopher Paul (1999). Bud, not buddy. NY: Delacorte Press.

           Story of a ten-year old boy who struggles to learn the identity of his

           father while facing segregation issues.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. (1995). The Watsons go to Birmingham 1963. NY: Dell.

              This story establishes the family dynamics in Flint, Michigan, before

              they travel to Birmingham, Alabama to leave a troublesome teenage

              son with his grandmother to gain perspective.

Naylor, Gloria (1988). Mama Day. NY: Vintage Books.

              Situated on an island at the divide between South Carolina and Georgia,

              this African-American family is headed by Miranda (Mama Day) who is in 

              her 80’s and influences her great niece, (Ophelia) Cocoa Day, who is in 

              her 20’s and works in NYC but returns home every August.

West, Dorothy (1995). The Wedding. NY: Anchor Books.

              This generational novel tracks the hopes and choices of families that 

              struggle with issues of race and class throughout their history, right up to 

              the latest wedding that raises memories and conflicts due to their

              interracial marriages and concerns over shades of skin color and society’s 

              reactions.

Adolescent Themes:

Anderson, Laurie Halse. (1999).  Speak. NY: Penguin Putnam Books.

                        The story of a ninth grade girl who struggles conformity, cliques, and

                    acceptance.

          Chbosky, Stephen (1999). the perks of being a wallflower. NY: Pocket Books.

                    The narrator, Charlie, writes in letter form to an unnamed person about his

                    fears and dreams as he ends middle school and experiences high school,

                    often seeking therapy to cope with loss and life.

Creech, Sharon. (2001). Love that dog. NY: Joanna Cotler Books.

          A novel told through poetry written by a boy in response to a teacher

          who respects and inspires him.

Creech, Sharon. (2000). The Wanderer.  NY: Harper Trophey.

          A young girl drawn to the sea joins two boy cousins and three uncles in

          an adventure – sailing across the Atlantic Ocean to Britain.  In the course

          of the journey, all six personalities meld and clash in various configurations,

          gradually revealing fond hopes and sad regrets as they head into the future.

Donnelly, Jennifer. (2003). A Northern light. Orlando: Harcourt, Inc.

          Set in upstate New York in 1906, this tale revolves around a teenage farm

          girl whose dreams and interests contrast with her rural counterparts, except 

          for one African-American boy who shares her love of reading and words,

          and aspires to attend college.  They are both accepted to Ivy League schools

          Columbia and Barnard).  However, the local farm boy who woos her and 

          events in her family and the local summer resort complicate her life until

          she solves a mystery and makes a decisive move.

George, Jean Craighead. (1988/1959). My side of the mountain.  NY: Dutton.

           A young boy leaves home in NYC to live in the Catskill Mountains,

           learning how to survive in forestlands once owned by his grandfather.

           He trains a falcon to hunt for him, develops a friendship with a weasel

           and a raccoon, as he carves out living space in the base of a tree, makes

           clothes from deerskin, builds a clay stove, an aspen bed, and carves

           notches in a second tree for food storage.

Moriarity, Laura (2003). The Center of everything. NY: Hyperion Books.

            The narrator, Evelyn, describes life from being a fourth grader in Kansas,

            living with her single mother who is 27 years old and enjoying visits from

            her grandmother who is in her mid-forties, through her teen years as she

            copes with family tensions, living on welfare, and making friends.  

Sebold, Alice. (2002). The Lovely bones. Boston: Little, Brown & Co.

           This poignant story reveals the natural hopes, dreams and desires of

            youth balanced by grief and struggles to cope with tragedy and trauma.

Spinelli, Jerry. (1996). Crash. NY: Dell Yearling.

            Set in Pennsylvania, this story revolves around a seventh grade boy who

            is competitive and athletic, but learns to re-think his actions and attitudes.

Spinelli, Jerry. (2000). Stargirl. NY: Alfred A. Knopf.

             Set in Arizona, this story centers around a non-conformist girl and

             the reactions of peers to her individuality and genuine self-expression.

Spinelli, Jerry. (1997). Wringer: Not all birthdays are welcome. Thorndike, ME:

             Thorndike Press.

             Set in Pennsylvania, this story revolves around the angst felt by a boy

             local culture demands that he hunt when he turns ten years old.   

Taylor, Theodore. (2002). The boy who could fly without a motor. Orlando:

             Harcourt, Inc.

             This book for ages 8-12 tells the story of a 9-year old boy who fantasizes

             about levitation to get him off the lighthouse land his father maintains.

Woods, Brenda. (2004). Emako Blue. NY: G.P.Putnam’s Sons.

             Set in L.A., this story revolves around five teenagers who attend the same

             high school but come from different SES backgrounds.  Their dynamics

             encircle Emako Blue, a talented singer whose tragic death epitomizes

             the struggle of ghetto life.

Historical fiction:

Rinaldi, Anne. (2003). Or give me death. Orlando: Gulliver Books.

             This historical novel surmises the family life of the statesman, Patrick

             Henry, whose first wife suffers from depression, as seen from the

             viewpoints of his two eldest daughters.  At the end of the story, the

             author discloses what elements are factual or fictional.

Fantasy:

Constable, Kate. (2002). The Singer of all songs. NY:  Arthur A. Levine Books.

             This tale features a teenage girl who had been secluded in a walled

             community, but accidentally meets on outsider and decides to travel

             with him for an eye-opening adventure.

McCaffrey, Anne. (2003/1979). Dragondrums.  NY: Aladdin Paperbacks.

             This fantasy tale, part of a trilogy, focuses on a young boy who is an 

             exceptional singer, but must refrain from singing as his voice changes.

             He assumes new responsibilities, succeeding because of his lively wit

             and despite the envious doings of his would-be peers who try to foil

             his attempts.

McGraw, Eloise. (1996). The Moorchild. NY: Aladdin Paperbacks.

             This fantasy tale describes the childhood of a figure – half elf/half

             human – the child of the moor and the struggles she endured because

             of her difference in either world. 

Diversity Themes:

Paulsen, Gary. (1986). Sentries. NY: Simon Pulse.

             7 individual stories alternate in this book – 4 develop, 3 appear just once –

             all revolve around the theme of human vulnerability, ending on the last 

             page with a startling suggestion of a nuclear blast.

          Takaki, Ronald. (1993). A Different mirror. Boston: Little, Brown & Co.

             A comprehensive history of multicultural immigration to the United States

             as seen through the eyes of minorities, from colonization through 1992.

Biography:

Beals, Melba Pattillo. (1994). Warriors don’t cry: A Searing memoir of the battle to

             integrate Little Rock’s Central High. NY: Washington Square Press.

             A stirring account of a 15 year old whose efforts to gain a good education

             led to anticipation, dread, national attention, threats, and abuse in a highly

             charged racial atmosphere.  She gained support from family, the 8 other

             students struggling to integrate, and her strong faith in God.  Many of her 

             raw feelings, misgivings, and persistence are captured in diary entries from

             that year that intersperse the narration.

Golabek, Mona & Cohen, Lee (2002). The Children of Willesdan Lane: Beyond

            The Kindertransport: A Memoir of music, love and survival. NY: Warner

            Books.

            Told in a simple, direct style, this is the story of the author’s mother’s 

            teenage years when she is separated from her family in Vienna and sent to 

            England to escape the pressures of Nazi rule.

Greene, Joshua & Kumar, Shiva (Eds.). (2000). Witness: Voices from the  

            Holocaust.  NY: Touchstone Books.

            Short segments of accounts by 27 of hundreds interviewed and taped,

            arranged chronologically, give an overwhelming sense of the struggles

            of Jews in the 1930’s through the 1990’s, in dealing with their experiences

            before, during, and after the Holocaust throughout invaded countries.

Riegle, Rosalie G. (2003). Dorothy Day: Portraits by those who knew her.
             Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books.

             Brief accounts that describe the woman and her influence on individuals 

             and society as she fought for peace and social justice in the United States

             for more than fifty years of the twentieth century.   

Other Resources

Callahan, John F. (2004). Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man: A Casebook. Oxford

             University Press.

             Analytical and interpretive frameworks – reprints of documents relating

             to the novel’s historical context and reception, as well as an interview with

              the author.

Davis, Rebecca Harding (1998). Life in the iron mills. Boston: Bedford St. Martins.

            This volume contains the complete novella, as well as essays that address

            cultural contexts, social reform, art and artists, women and writing – all

            vital issues during the author’s 19th century. This historical study includes 

            textual analysis and cultural criticism to focus on how older texts differ 

            from our own assumptions and expectations, as understood through various

            perspectives and documents with careful annotation to provoke discussion.

Gross, Dalton & Maryjean. (1998). Understanding The Great Gatsby: A Student

             Casebook to issues, sources, and historical documents. Westport, CT: 

             Greenwood Press.

             Interdisciplinary collection of commentary in primary documents that

             treat the times and their influence on Fitzgerald’s novel.  In addition, the

             casebook contains study questions, topics for research papers and class

             discussions, and lists of further reading for examining themes and issues

             raised in the book.

Maruskin-Mott, Joan. (1997). Breakthroughs in writing and language: Developing

             writing and language skills. Lincolnwood, IL: Jamestown Publishers.

             Designed to develop writing skills and mastery of grammar mechanics,

             each chapter contains journal writing topics, language skills, and a writing

             assignment.

O’Brien, Peggy (Ed.). (1995). Shakespeare set free: Teaching Twelfth Night and

             Othello.  NY: Washington Square Press.

                                     (1994). Shakespeare set free: Teaching Hamlet and

             Henry IV, Part I.  NY: Washington Square Press.

                                      (1993). Shakespeare set free: Teaching Romeo & Juliet,

             Macbeth, and A Midsummer’s Night Dream.  NY: Washington Square 

             Press.

             This series provides critical, theoretical essays for each play, along with

             specifically detailed techniques for classroom teaching through

             performance.    

( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 
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Students will examine trends affecting the environment of basic education and their impact on the classroom.  Special emphasis will be placed on strategies, methods, and models of instruction that address the trends studied.
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