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University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC ***, Designing Curriculum for Special Needs
(**** Semester, ****)

Class Day, Time:
                                             
Instructor: 
Location:



               Office & phone:
Credit Value: 4
Office hours:
E-mail:
The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty:
The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.
http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html
Course Prerequisites: Junior standing. Portal passage. 
Course Description: This course provides prospective teachers with instructional methods, strategies and adaptations that promote educational success for exceptional learners. Emphasis is on design and implementation of “best-practice” instruction for children with high/low incidence disabilities in the context of current professional standards and national mandates. 
Required Texts/Readings:
Boss, C., & Vaughn, S. (2006) Teaching Students with Learning and Behavior Problems, New York, NY: Allyn and Bacon.
Westling, D., & Foxx, L. (most recent ed.) Teaching Students with Severe Disabilities. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall

Other: Multiple professional readings / research articles / web-based activities TBA
Course Objectives:
	Course Objectives / High Incidence Disabilities
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA/CEC
	Assessments

	The student will describe the teaching learning process as it applies to students with learning and behavior problems.
	S-1
	I.J.
	Content standard 4& 7: Instructional Planning
	Quiz

	The student will  name  features of effective instruction as it applies to students with learning and behavior problems 
	S-2
	I.J.
	Content standard 4&7; Instructional Planning
	Quiz

	The student will describe the impact of Language development and listening comprehension on academic and nonacademic learning of individuals with disabilities
	S-2
	I.D.
	Content standard 4 & 7: Instructional Planning and Instructional Strategies 
	Lesson plan and teaching demonstration

	The student will implement systematic instruction to teach accuracy, fluency, and comprehension in content area reading and written language.
	D-1

D-2
	II.C
	Content standard 4 & 7: Instructional Planning  and Instructional strategies
	Lesson Plan and teaching demonstration

	The student will demonstrate how to  guide individuals in identifying and organizing critical content
	D-1

D-2


	II.C
	Content standard 4 &7 Instructional

Strategies
	Lesson Plan and teaching demonstration

Graphic organizer, 

Self-correcting materials

	The student will  teach methods for increasing accuracy and proficiency in math calculations and applications
	D-2

D-2
	II.C.
	Content standard 4 & 7

Instructional Strategies and Instructional Planning
	Lesson Plan and teaching demonstration

	Course Objectives / Low Incidence Disabilities:

At the conclusion of the course students will have a demonstrable understanding of, and/or articulate the following:
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA/CEC
	Assessments

	Develop / implement curricula reflective of best practices for teaching children with substantial and/or low incidence disabilities
	D-2
	II.C.
	Content standard 4 & 7: Instructional Planning, Instructional Strategies
	Folio content (Sample IEP, skill sequences, task analyses, model assessment and data tools, instructional plans and adaptations); midpoint and concluding quiz/test/assessments; and informational presentation (s)

	Identify and apply instructional methods that maximize the development and functional independence of children with low incidence disabilities
	D-2
	II.C.
	Content standard 4 & 7: Instructional Planning,

Instructional Strategies
	Folio content (Sample IEP, skill sequences, task analyses, model assessment and data tools, instructional plans and adaptations); midpoint and concluding quiz/test/assessments; and informational presentation (s)

	Design, implement, and assess curricula, instructional methods that result in inclusive outcomes for children with low incidence disabilities
	D-2
	II.C.
	Content standard 4 & 7: Instructional Planning,

Instructional Strategies
	Folio content (Sample IEP, skill sequences, task analyses, model assessment and data tools, instructional plans and adaptations); midpoint and concluding quiz/test/assessments; and informational presentation (s)


Dispositions: Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):
It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.
Course Requirements/Expectations
Conduct of the Course: The course will be conducted in a variety of formats including lecture, discussion, and small group process. Active participation in all class activities is assumed and there will be a considerable emphasis on cooperative learning. Students may be assigned to a collaborating team or partnership early in the semester and may complete some of the course requirements in this context. Collaborative activities will require meetings outside of class hours and may involve cooperative grading and peer assessment.

General Assignments:  Students are expected to (a) obtain required materials, (b) read assigned materials, (c)participate in class activities, (d) complete assignments in a timely manner, (e) and prepare for activities and assessments

Assignments / Punctuality:  All assignments should be forthcoming on the dates due. Late assignments may be rejected or receive a reduced grade. 

Projects / Presentations / Activities:  Students will complete various activities, observations and application based projects during the conduct of the course. This may include case studies, professional projects and other activities (such as systematic review and presentation of current research) illustrative of their knowledge of best practice applications of Special Education methods and instruction. 
Academic portfolio: Seminar participants will maintain a comprehensive, in-class, portfolio of all assignments and presentations. The content of this portfolio will be used for assessment purposes.
Assignments regarding teaching children with low incidence disabilities:

1. (20 points) Construct and maintain a folio documenting academic and applied assignments; eg.

Instructional case study for a child with a substantial, low incidence, disability

Sample IEP (with appropriate assessments, goals, objectives, and services) for child with a substantial, low incidence, disability

Samples of relevant skill sequences and task analyses with model assessment and data collection tools

Sample instructional plans and adaptations for facilitating inclusive outcomes for a child with a substantial, low incidence, disability

2. (20 points) Prepare and give an informational class presentation regarding a topic selected from the course sequence and concurrent with the text (ex methods, strategies and adaptations that promote personal care skills development and independence)
3. Two quiz/test/assessments (30 points each / total of 60) regarding mastery of course content and text (Westling and Foxx) material (midpoint and conclusion).
Assignments regarding teaching children with high incidence disabilities:

1. Construct two self-correcting materials and present to class 50 points

2. Plan and teach a lesson from three areas. You will be writing a detailed lesson plan and teaching the lesson to your fellow students.  50 points each for a total of 150 points 


Language


Math


Reading including phonological awareness, the alphabetic principle, and word 


recognition 


Reading: Teaching Phonics, Word Recognition, and Word Study


Comprehension


Fluency


Writing Process


Spelling


Study Skills   
3. Create a study guide, graphic organizer, Skeletal outline, What You Need to Know Chart  25 points

4. There will be three quizzes throughout the High Incidence section each worth 20 points each for a total of 60 points

Note: Students experiencing difficulties meeting any course requirements should contact the instructor immediately. Your instructor is committed to your successful completion of all course assignments and to your success as a professional educator. 
Cell phones: Originating or receiving cell phone calls constitutes a serious disruption of class activities. All cell phones should be turned off.  Exceptions may be made for emergencies and with the consent of the instructor.
Attendance:
Two or more absences constitute a pattern and may adversely affect your grade.
Grading: Grades will be based on the percent of points received for the following activities.
93 to 100 A

91 to 94 A-

87 to 90B+





84 to 86 B

81 to 83 B-

77 to 80 C+

74 to 76C

71 to 73 C-


Course schedule/sequence: The sequence of  lectures, readings and other activities will concur with the following schedule. Changes in sequence may be necessary to accomplish the objectives of the course.
Low incidence methods/topics
1. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote social skills development and social integration for exceptional learners with low-incidence disabilities 

2. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote personal care skills development and independence for exceptional learners with low-incidence disabilities

3. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote home and daily living skills development and independence for exceptional learners with low-incidence disabilities
4. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote vocational and transition skills development and independence for exceptional learners with low-incidence disabilities (move to inclusion course?)
5. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote language development and communication skills for exceptional learners with low-incidence disabilities 

6. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote community living and recreation skills for exceptional learners with low-incidence disabilities (move to inclusion course?)
7. Methods, strategies and adaptations that promote educational success for students with physical or multiple disabilities and/or other health challenges.

8. Curricular integration and universal procedures that promote successful instruction of children with low-incidence disabilities in schools and classrooms 

High incidence methods/topics

The Teaching-Learning Process
Oral Language

Reading: Phonological Awareness, the Alphabetic Principle, and Word Recognition

Reading; Teaching and Assessing Fluency and Comprehension 

Written Expression

Content Area Learning and Vocabulary Instruction

Mathematics

Socialization

Bibliography

High Incidence
Armbruster, B.B. & Anderson, T.H. (1988) On selecting “considerate” content area textbooks. Remedial

     And Special Education, 9, 47-52
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     Process.  Intervention in School and Clinic. 29, 219-228.
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The State will require that every newly certified teacher have a background in modifying and designing curriculum for exceptional learners.











This course provides prospective teachers with instructional methods, strategies and adaptations that promote educational success for exceptional learners. Emphasis is on design and implementation of “best-practice” instruction for children with high/low incidence disabilities in the context of current professional standards and national mandates. 
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