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Course Revision

Course taken only by Majors

Course Title:__Introduction to Early Childhood Education___________

Course Number: __EDUC 140_______    Date: ___________________

Nature

of

revision: 

Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?   □Yes   XNo

     If Yes, indicate impact below:


Will the revisions have any impact on another department?   □Yes   □No

    If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department:


Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?   □Yes   XNo

    If Yes, indicate resources needed for revision:

   

Signature of Sponsoring Chair:_________________________________ Date: _______________
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 140 Introduction to Early Childhood Education

(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor:
Location:




Office & phone:

Credit Value:




Office hours:

E-mail:

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:


None

Course Description:


This course is an introductory overview of the theory, research, and practice of early childhood education with particular focus on the value of and strategies for creating a community of learners in the early childhood classroom.  Consideration will be given to the educational process from birth to age 9. (3 credits)

Required Texts/Readings:


Essa, E. L. (2003).  Introduction to Early Childhood Education, 4th Edition.  Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers.

Course Objectives and Student Assessments:
	Course Objectives
     The candidate will gain an introductory overview to…
	Unit
	PDE – PreK-4
	NAEYC
	Assessments

	1. Understand the value of focusing on every child to a) foster a positive social context for learning, b) respond to children’s emotional communications, c) set developmentally, culturally, linguistically and individually appropriate expectations for children, d) develop and foster an understanding of values that underpin procedures, rules, and expectations, and e) help children develop self and emotional regulation 
	S-4

D-4

	V.A

V.B

V.D

V.E

V.H

V.I


	5


	Tests

Class discussion and participation in activities

Reflection Papers



	2. Understand the value of focusing on the child by creating a community of learners where a) developmentally appropriate motivational techniques are used, b) a safe physical environment is created that is conducive to learning, c) fair and consistent standards for classroom behavior is established and maintained, and d) individualized behavior is supported with the use of prompting, environmental arrangements, scheduling, visual supports, involving families and outside resources 
	S-4

D-4
	V.G

V.J

V.K

V.L
	5
	Tests

Class discussion and participation in activities

Reflection Papers



	3.  Become aware of ethical practices and professional collaboration through a) attending to equitable learning opportunities, and b) developing learning goals with a recognizable sequence and curricular adaptations for individual student needs.     
	S-4

D-4
	V.N.

V.O.
	5
	Tests

Class discussion and participation in activities

Reflection Papers



	4. Become aware of ethical practices and professional collaboration through a) responding to children’s cultural context for understanding their actions and intentions, and b) becoming aware of appropriate interactions between teacher and students and among students.
	S-4

D-4
	V.F

V.Q
	5
	Tests

Class discussion and participation in activities

Reflection Papers



	5. Become aware of ethical practices and professional collaboration through lesson and activity plans that sets instructional goals and objectives guided by content, pedagogy and developmental considerations, consistent with Pennsylvania’s learning standards
	S-4

D-4
	V.P

V.T
	5
	Tests

Class discussion and participation in activities

Reflection Papers




Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

Each student must:

1. read chapters in the text, and additional readings as assigned, 
2. write five (5) reflection papers throughout the semester (100 pts)

3. complete a Mid-Term Quiz (50 pts.)

4. complete a Final Exam (50 pts.)

Attendance Policy: Attendance, and active participation, is expected at all class meetings.  Students are responsible for all material presented and announcements made during any class period.  Absences, or lack of active participation, will have a detrimental effect on the student's final grade for the course.  Frequent tardiness, inattention during class periods, apathy, unpreparedness, or poor attitude will be addressed and construed as lack of active participation.  Two (2) excused absences are allowed.  An excused absence is an absence substantiated by a medical physician, through the Dean’s Office, or in case-by-case consideration by the instructor.  The student’s overall final grade will be lowered one letter-grade for each subsequent absence.  Students may earn 1-3 extra credit points for good attendance.

Reading assignments are required to be completed prior to the corresponding class period. All written assignments are due on the date specified for full credit.

Assignments must be typed, neat, well-organized, and articulate.  Any hand-written communication must conform to either the Zaner-Bloser or D'Nealian style of writing.  Mixing cursive lettering with manuscript lettering, and inappropriate use of capital letters, is not acceptable.  Students are advised to pay close attention to the detail of technical quality (spelling, punctuation, word usage, and sentence structure) in all written assignments.

Spontaneous homework may be assigned as an outcome of, or follow-up to, in-class discussion and/or activity.  Incompletion of this work will be considered as lack of active participation.

-- Appropriate attire and professional demeanor is expected during all class sessions.  

-- Ball caps will be removed prior to entering the classroom.  

-- Food and drink, unless part of the class activity, will be consumed outside of the classroom.  

-- Please take care of personal needs prior to entering the classroom to not create a distraction to the progress of the class session.

Grading:

461-500 pts = A
(100%)


441-460 pts = A-
( 92%)


426-440 pts = B+
( 88%)


411-425 pts = B
( 85%)


391-410 pts = B-
( 82%)


376-390 pts = C+
( 78%)


361-375 pts = C
( 75%)


341-360 pts = C-
( 72%)


296-340 pts = D
( 68%)


 0 -295 pts = F

( 59%)

Class Schedule:
Date



Topic
   

WEEK 1


Introduction




Scope & Need for Early Childhood Education





Professionalism: NAEYC, PAKeys, Career Lattice
   


WEEK 2


Children: Birth to Age 8





Children with Special Needs

WEEK 3


Families: 

Communicating with Families
   


WEEK 4
Teachers & Caregivers: 

Staffing, Training, & Regulation


Professionalism, Ethics

WEEK 5


Rationale Supporting ECE:





History, Philosophy, & Theory of ECE


WEEK 6


Goals, Objectives, & Evaluation:





Objectives, Observation, Testing

WEEK 7


Learning Environments:





Indoors, Outdoors



WEEK 8


Curriculum Planning:





Themes, Units, Projects




WEEK 9


Scheduling, Routines, & Transitions 



WEEK 10
Creative Development & Physical Development in the Curriculum











WEEK 11


Language & Social Development in the Curriculum



WEEK 12


Social Development in the Curriculum



WEEK 13


Guiding Behavior





WEEK 14


Helping Children Cope with Stress




WEEK 15


Conclusion





WEEK 16


Final Exam







Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Arce, E.M. (2000). Curriculum for Young Children: An Introduction. Albany, NY: Delmar Thomson Learning.

Beaty, J.J. (2000). Skills for Preschool Teachers: Sixth Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Bredekamp, S. and Copple, C. (Eds.)(1997). Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs: Revised Edition. Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Branscombe, N.A., Castle, K., Dorsey, A.G., Surbeck, E.and Taylor, J.B. (2000). Early Childhood Education: A Constructivist Perspective. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.

Essa, E.L. (1999). Introduction to Early Childhood Education: 3rd Edition. Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers.

Gestwicki, C. (1999). Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Curriculum and Development in Early Education (Second Edition). Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers.

Henniger, M. L. (2002). Teaching Young Children: An Introduction. 2nd Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Jalongo, M.R. and Isenberg, J.P. (2000). Exploring Your Role: A Practitioner's Introduction to Early Childhood Education. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill, Prentice-


Hall, Inc.

Jones, E. and Nimmo, J. (1994). Emergent Curriculum. Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Neuman, S.B. and Roskos, K.A. (1993). Language and Literacy Learning in the Early Years: An Integrated Approach. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt-Brace College Publishers.

Paciorek, K.M. and Munro, J.H. (1999). Sources: Notable Selections in Early Childhood Education. Guilford, CT: Dushkin/McGraw-Hill.

Taylor, B.J. (1999). A Child Goes Forth: A Curriculum Guide for Preschool Children (Ninth Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Trawick-Smith, J. (2000). Early Childhood Development: A Multicultural Perspective: Second Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill, Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Van Hoorn, J., Scales, B., Nourot, P.M. and Alward, K.R. (1999). Play at the Center of the Curriculum. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill, Prentice-Hall, Inc.  

Home Dean:  □ CAS    □ CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








The course description was reworded.





The new course description is more closely aligned to the PDE PreK-4 guidelines.


Old course description: An introductory overview of the theory, research and practice of early childhood education.  Consideration will be given to the educational process from the fetal stages on through the first three years of life as well as the early years of schooling.


New course description: This course is an introductory overview of the theory, research, and practice of early childhood education with particular focus on the value of and strategies for creating a community of learners in the early childhood classroom.  Consideration will be given to the educational process from birth to age 9


























