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New Course

 Course Title: ____Literacy Foundations for Preschool Level_____________________

Course Number:___EDUC 240________ Date Of Initial Offering:  __Fall 2010_______





                                                                                 Semester           year
Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: _3___  Format:  X lecture  ( lab  ( other:__________________________________   

Frequency: X annual  ( each semester (alternate years  

Prerequisites: __EDUC 140, Introduction to Early Childhood Education______________________


Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University

Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
X  Required

(  Elective 

        GE :
(  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   ____________     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO X YES (Name)_PreK-4 Program___

Home College:   ( CAS
X PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X   Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

X   Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

X   Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
University of Scranton
Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 240 Literacy Foundations for Preschool Level

(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor: 
Location:




Office & phone: 
Credit Value:
3 credit


Office hours: 
E-mail: 
The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:


EDUC 140: Introduction to Early Childhood Education  

Course Description:
This introductory course to language and literacy development in children, birth through age five is based on theory and research.  The course not only explores the characteristics of early language and literacy development within different social and cultural environments but also explores early childhood language arts instructional strategies.

Required Texts/Readings:

Otto, Beverly (2002). Language Development in Early Childhood. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey, Merrill Prentice Hall.

Tompkins, Gail E. (2003). Literacy for the 21st Century: Teaching Reading and Writing 
in Pre-Kindergarten Through Grade 4. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey, Merrill 
Prentice Hall. 

Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

	Course Objectives: 
	Unit
	PDE
	NAEYC
	Assessments

	Assess, develop, and deliver explicit lessons for language comprehension and expression skills to correlate to preschool development in areas such as object identification, sequential parts of stories, naming common objects, word association, and sentence production. 
	S-1

D-1

S-2

D-3
	II.A.1.a
	4.
	In-class exercises
Quizzes

Lesson plans

Reflection papers
Group presentation

	Develop and deliver lessons for language comprehension and expression skills directly related to early literacy such as listening responsively to stories and conversations, following simple and multi-step directions, and demonstrating an understanding of new vocabulary.
	S-1

D-1
	II.A.1.b
	4
	Class discussions

Group presentation 
Journal reflections

	Develop spoken language skills, such as speaking clearly, reciting rhymes/songs, using increasingly complex vocabulary, and asking and answering relevant questions.

	S-3

D-3
	II.A.1.c
	4
	In-class activities

Quizzes

Reflection papers
Lesson plans with assessments

	Develop lessons on language comprehension and expression skills as a basis for learning to read by focusing on emergent literacy, such as retelling a simple story, identifying beginning/middle/end of a story, drawing connections between stories/events/personal experiences, and recognizing different tones of stories.
	S-1

D-3

S-4

D-4
	II.A.1.d
	4
	Class discussions

Group presentation 

Journal reflections

Lesson plans
Quizzes



	Address difficulties involving phonological awareness, memory, and retrieval.
	S-3

D-3

D-4
	II.A.1.f
	4
	Reflections

Quizzes

Lesson plans

	Teaching children to use tactile-kinesthetic and auditory cues in reading and writing.
	S-2

D-2
	II.A.1.h
	4
	Class discussions

Group presentation 

Journal reflections

Quizzes

	Analyze how the language demands of textbooks, academic talk, and curriculum may stress a student’s capabilities at different age and grade levels.
	S-2

D-2
	II.A.1.i
	4
	Class discussions

Group presentation 

Journal reflections

Quizzes


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

General Expectations

Students are expected to a) obtain the text, b) read assigned materials prior to class meetings, c) participate in all class activities, d) complete assignments in a timely manner, and e) prepare for activities, projects, and exams. Assignments due dates will be strictly enforced. 

Assignments must be typed and double-spaced, neat, well-organized, and articulate. Students are advised to pay close attention to the detail of technical quality (spelling, punctuation, word usage and sentence structure) in all written assignments.

Professional Demeanor

Adherence to the Education Department’s Non-academic Behavior criteria is the expectation for each student. Appropriate attire and professional demeanor is expected during all class sessions. Baseball caps and headgear will be removed prior to entering the classroom. Food and drink will be consumed outside of the classroom. Please take care of personal needs prior to entering the classroom so as to not create a distraction to the progress of the class session. 

Field Experiences

Student must have access to young children (from birth to age 5) in order to complete filed work assignments. This can be arranged by the department with the students who are enrolled in the course. The settings should be either formal or informal, such as child-care center, family or relatives. However, preferences will be given to the access to formal early childhood programs. In the field work, students are expected to observe, interact, and educate the child they have access and turn in their reflection papers as evidence for their learning.

Grading:

Assessment
Students will complete the following for assessment of course objectives:
Journals


  50pts

Lesson Plans


100pts
                    


Group Presentations

100pts

Class Participation

  75pts

Quizzes


100pts
TOTAL


425pts
Grading Scale

	94% - 100% = A
	80% - 83% = B-
	65% - 69% = D

	90% - 93% = A-
	77% - 79% = C+
	64% and below = F

	87% - 89% = B+
	74% - 76% = C
	

	84% - 86% = B
	70% – 73% = C-
	


Class Schedule:

	Week
	Topic
	Reading Materials

	Week  1
	Understanding Early Childhood Language and Literacy Development
	Schickedanz,“More than the ABCs” p. 11-70

	Week  2
	Understanding Language and Literacy
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 1

	Week  3
	Language and Literacy Development of Infants and Toddlers 
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 4

	Week 4
	Strategies Useful for Infants and Toddlers to Develop Language and Literacy
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 5

	Week 5
	Language and Literacy Development in Preschoolers
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 6

	Week 6
	Strategies Useful for Preschoolers to Develop Language and Literacy
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 7

	Week 7
	Language and Literacy Development in Kindergarten
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 8

	Week 8
	Strategies Useful for Kindergarteners to Develop Language and Literacy
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 9

	Week 9
	Mid-Term
	

	Week 10
	Review and Pulling Together
	Tompkins, “Literacy for the 21st Century” Chapter 10

Tompkins, “Literacy for the 21st Century” Chapter 11

	Week 11
	Educating Children from Multi-literacy Background
	“One Child, Many Worlds” p. 33

Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 3

	Week 12
	Enhancing Language Development among Children with Communicative Disorders
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 13

	Week 13
	Assessing Early Children’s Language and Literacy Development
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 12

Tompkins, “Literacy for the 21st Century” Chapter 2 and 3

	Week 14
	Understanding Parents’ Roles/communities’ Role in Early Children’s Language and Literacy Development
	Machado, “Early Childhood Experiences in Language Arts” Chapter 19

	Week 15
	Foster Language and Literacy Development through School-Home and School-Community Connections
	Otto “Language Development in Early Childhood” Chapter 14

	Week 16
	Final Examination
	


Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Bardige, B.S., & Segal, M. (2005). Building literacy with love: A guide for teachers and caregivers of children birth through age 5. Washington, D.C.: ZERO TO THREE. 

Berko-Gleason, J. ed. (1985). The Delopment of Language. Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Bredekamp, S. ed. (1987) Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth through Age 8. Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.
Jalongo,  M.R. (2004). Young children and picture books.  Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children.
Machado, Jeanne M. (2007). Early Childhood Education in Language Arts. Thomson Delmar Learning. Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers

Neuman, S.B., & Dickinson, D. eds. (2001). The handbook of early literacy research. New York, NY: Guilford.
Owocki, G. (1999). Literacy through play. Portsmouth, NH: Heineman.
Roskos, K.A., Christie, J.F., & Richgels, D.J. (March 2003). The Essentials of Early Literacy Instruction. Beyond the Journal, pg 1-8. http://journal.naeyc.org/btj/200303 

Schickedanz, Judith A. (1986). More Than the ABCs: The Early Stages of Reading and Writing. Washington, D. C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children. 
Weitzman, E. & Greenberg, J. (2002). Learning language and loving it. Toronto: Beacon Harold Fine Printing.
This course is the first course to be offered in reading instruction within the PreK-4 Program.  It is offered in the fall of sophomore year so that majors have the opportunity to take Introduction to Early Childhood Education prior to this course.  Following this course, majors will take Foundations of Reading, K-1, in the spring semester of sophomore year, and Reading to Learn with Tradebooks and Texts, Primary Grades 2-4, in the fall of junior year.  This course is the introductory literacy course within the major’s program of study and sets the foundation for the other two reading courses.  





This course should be taken after the major has taken EDUC 140: Introduction to Early Childhood Education because concepts taught in EDUC 140 set the foundation for emergent literacy.  EDUC 140 provides the student with an examination of the educational process from the fetal stages on through the first three years of life and EDUC 240 applies those processes to language development and emergent literacy.    





This introductory course to language and literacy development in children, birth through age five is based on theory and research.  The course not only explores the characteristics of early language and literacy development within different social and cultural environments but also explores early childhood language arts instructional strategies.








No





None – this is the first in a series of three literacy courses.  





Access to regular library facilities





( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			











