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New Course

 Course Title: Interdisciplinary Assessment for High School
Course Number: EDUC 246

Date Of Initial Offering:  Spring 2011




                                                                                 Semester          year
Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: __3__  Format:  X lecture  ( lab  ( other:__________________________________   

Frequency: X annual  ( each semester (alternate years  

Prerequisites: None__________________________________________________________________________
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pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)
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Courses being
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University

Discuss
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courses 
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(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
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(  Elective 

        GE :
(  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   ____________     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO XYES (Name) Secondary Education

Home College:   ( CAS
X PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
· Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

· Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

· Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 246: Interdisciplinary Assessment for High School
Class Day, Time: 


          Instructor:                                    

Credit Value:                                               Office:  

                                                                      E-mail:
 

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.





University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites: none

Course Description:  This course focuses on strategies, methods, and instruments for assessing all students in grades 9-12.  Theory to best practice linkages will be stressed for all student populations. 

Methods of Instruction:  This is a traditional course that also incorporates on-line assignments. Classroom instruction includes: lectures, group activities and projects, media presentations, and reading assignments. The web-based component includes explanations of assignments, video clip streaming, and reflective discussion via the Angel discussion capabilities. The instructor will also use relevant educational web sites to assist students in acquiring relevant documents for this course. Instructor will be web-available daily.  Students will practice the skill of working independently while maintaining the professional behaviors of collaboration and peer review.

IMPORTANT!!: Be sure to spend as much time necessary for you to navigate easily through the online environment by taking the tutorial and spending sufficient time online exploring all components of the site.  

Required Texts/Readings:  All reading assignments are posted for each program and each assignment.  Additionally, there are required resources posted for each program that you must use as you complete your work.  

Spinelli, C. (2006).  Classroom Assessment for Students in Special and General Education.  Second Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall

Professional readings posted on ANGEL as well as documents from assigned websites.
The student will be able to:

	Course objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	Assessments

	Identify, administer, interpret, and plan instruction based on each of the following assessment components in a standards aligned system:

· Authentic

· Screening

· Diagnostic

· Formative

· Benchmark

· Summative
	S4
	Adaptations and Accommodation

III. A,

1,2,3,4,5,6,


	Completion of classroom assignments

Narrative summary of student test performance

Development of authentic assessment

Development of a Teacher-constructed test

	Design assessments that target academic standards and assessment anchor content standards in subject area
	S4
	Program Specific Guidelines Assessment 

Skills –III F
	 Development of authentic assessment

 Development of a Teacher-constructed test

	Demonstrate an understanding of the types of assessments used. Use multiple assessments (authentic, screening, diagnostic, formative, benchmark, and summative) that are appropriate for secondary learners
	S4
	Assessment and Accommodations 

III-B
	Completion of classroom assignments

Narrative summary of student test performance

Development of authentic assessment

Development of a Teacher-

constructed test

Completion of CBM activities

Construction of rubrics

	Implement technology in student assessment measures
	S4
	 4-8 Assessment Skills

III-D
	- Complete a  progress-monitoring chart using computer-generated charts

- Review scoring assistant software for standardized tests



	Use multiple assessment strategies that effectively measure student mastery of the curriculum in more than one way
	S4
	4-8 Assessment Skills –III B
	- Development of personal portfolio

- Development of authentic assessment

- Completion of CBM assessments

	Demonstrate and articulate the use of formal and informal assessment data for instructional, behavioral, and possible eligibility for special education based on the type of assessment, level of the students being assessed, and the purpose of and the quality of instruction
	S4
	Adaptations and Modifications:

III- C, F,
	 Narrative summary of student test performance

	Demonstrate the understanding of the multidisciplinary evaluation process and the ability to articulate the findings presented in the evaluation report including grade-level equivalents, percentile rank, standard scores, and stanines
	S4
	* Adaptations and Modifications:

III-D

* Framework for Special Education

II-L, M, Q
	Time-Line and identification of assessments

	Demonstrate an understanding of the components of the Individualized  Education Plan (IEP) with emphasis on understanding measurable goals based on present levels, specially-designed instruction, adaptations, accommodations, supplementary aids and services, and supports for school personnel
	S1
	Adaptations and Modifications

III-E
	IEP review and critique

	Analyze and interpret formative assessment
	S4
	Assessment and Modifications 

III-H
	Narrative summary of student test performance

	Demonstrate an understanding of ethical practice for assessment
	S4
	Adaptations and Modifications- III -I
	Classroom Discussion and  Reflections

	Articulate the strengths and weaknesses of solicited input from stakeholders in a summary
	D4
	Framework for Special education

III. B
	Review of student permanent records

	Demonstrate an understanding of possible causes and implications of over-representation of minorities in special education to avoid misinterpretation of behaviors that represent cultural, linguistic differences as indicative of learning problems.
	D4
	Adaptations and Modifications I-C
	Classroom discussions and Reflections

	Apply specialized terminology used in the assessment of students with disabilities
	S1
	Framework for Special Education

III. C
	Review of  Assessment Glossary

Time-Line and Graphic Organizer


	Use targeted formal and informal assessment tools (including vocational) as appropriate for students with disabilities
	S4
	Framework for Special Education

III.G
	Reflection and summary of   assessments

	Select, adapt, and modify assessments to accommodate the unique needs and abilities and needs of individuals with disabilities
	S4
	III. H
	Discussion Board on the 2009 Guidelines for PSSA modifications and accommodations

Development of Teacher-Constructed Test

	

	Identify the screening, pre-referral, evaluation, placement, and programming related to state rules for special education
	D4
	III. L
	Time-Line and Graphic Organizer

	Identify the timelines related to referral, evaluation, placement, and programming related to state rules for special education
	D4
	III. M
	Time-Line and Graphic Organizer


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).  Many of these dispositions are reflected in behaviors you must demonstrate in this course.  For example, the Professional Behaviors grade is worth 10% of your work.  Professional Behavior in this course is defined as follows: Reliability, dependability, quality of participation, level of preparation and attendance on the Discussion Board, willingness to work cooperatively under difficult conditions, and constructive response to feedback.
ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.  In addition, any of the instructors for this course would be happy to meet with you to discuss how we may best accommodate your needs.

Students with Disabilities
In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant and current medical documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities.

Writing Center
The Writing Center provides one-on-one consultations focused on improving your writing skills at all stages of the writing process.

To meet with a writing consultant, stop by during the Writing Center’s regularly scheduled hours. You may also call (941-6147) for an appointment or request an appointment by completing the Writing Assistance Request Form online. Online Consultations are also available. For more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/writing-center.

Course Content and Topics:

This  course contains readings, instruction, and lessons for each program.  Due dates are noted on the Course Calendar.  The following topics will be studied throughout the semester:
· The process of assessment: formal and informal methods, reliability and validity issues, the practicality of assessments.

· Standardized tests, uses:  criterion-reference, norm-referenced, tests of achievement and aptitude, test administration, standard scores, interpretation of scores, reporting scores.

· Classroom assessments:  Analytic and holistic scoring, rubric construction, teacher-designed objective test, checklists, rating scales, goal-setting conferences with students and parents.

· Mandates for assessment and accountability: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-2004), No Child Left Behind (NCLB), testing accommodations and modifications, Individualized Education Plan (IEP), high stakes state testing.

· Preliminary assessment issues: teacher interviews, parent and student interviews, student observation methods, analysis of classroom environment.
· 4Sight Benchmark Assessments
· Curriculum-based Assessments
Course Requirements/Expectations: Student application of content. All of the following assignments and required readings are explained thoroughly on Angel.

1.Disposition-  Class attendance for the scheduled classes is an important component of this class and instructors should be notified if you are unable to attend any of the sessions.  Students will also be evaluated on their participation in all class discussion, their cooperation in group activities, and their individual and group presentations. Also note that attendance and participation are included in your final grade for this course.
2. Portfolio Development- In addition to class attendance and participation, students are required to develop a portfolio that contains assignments completed for the course as well as handouts disseminated in class or via Angel. This portfolio will be assessed using a rubric, and students will be expected to share their portfolios at an exhibition scheduled for the last class session. Forms for completing the portfolio are included at the end of  this syllabus.

3. Time Line/ Graphic Organizer- In order to understand the school contexts in which assessment occurs and to develop an understanding of the referral and multidisciplinary processes, students will create a time-line that depicts the pre-referral to placement process.  You will also include the assessments that may be administered at each step.  I addition to the timeline you will create a graphic organizer that outlines the roles and responsibilities of the key staff members at each step of the process. 

4. IEP/ IFSP Review-In order to be able to identify the major components of the IEP, you will examine a current IEP/IFSP as well as  the annotated IEP form provided by the Pa. Department of Education. The following questions should guide your review: What are the goals? Objectives? What assessments are identified (be specific)? Are these formal? Informal? Why do you think these assessments were selected? Is there an obvious link between goals, objectives and assessments? Are assessment accommodations identified? Are alternatives presented?  How specific is the specially-designed instruction and supplementary aids and services? Is the IEP/IFSP consistent with the annotated document?  This review will be summarized in a  two to three page paper that summarizes your findings. 

5. High Stakes Testing Review- Students will research high stakes standardized testing issues in education today and review the kinds of standardized testing that occurs in schools.  You will also discuss the advantages and disadvantages of high stakes standardized testing, especially for use with student populations with special needs (ELL included).  In addition, you will look at the issue of testing from different perspectives, including – teachers, real estate agents, businessmen, etc.  Key research descriptors to use as you look for information:

· school accountability

· high-stakes testing

· standards-based movement

· use of test scores in schools

After reviewing these issues, you will complete a graphic organizer that defines high stakes testing and outlines the advantages and disadvantages of high stakes testing. Also included in the organizer, will be a summary of your personal opinion regarding this issue and a list of resources that you reviewed for this assignment.

6. Narrative Summary of Test Performance- For this assignment, you will be provided with a completed test protocol from which you will write a narrative report that includes both quantitative and qualitative information.  You will also be required to provide information consistent with the 4 levels of test interpretation presented in class. After summarizing the test performance, you will select 1 goal that is appropriate for that child based on a comprehensive analysis of the assessment data. 
7. Construct a Teacher-made Test with Adaptations- Using a student and/or teacher content area textbook, students will develop a test for one chapter of the text. The test will contain 4 multiple choice items, 6 true/false (binary) items, a set of matching items (at least 5) and one constructed response. Items should be unidimensional, be presented in logical flow, contain correct spelling and syntax, and follow direction for good test usability.  After constructing the test, you will  provide a summary that addresses the possible adaptations that you might consider making to the test. Adaptations should be consistent with information presented in class and outlined in text.

A test key and grading guide for the constructed response must be included along with a grading scale. Test and answer key (including grading guide for the constructed response) must all be professionally developed.
8. Authentic Learning Task and Rubric-  (Group Project) Using the same textbook and topic that were used to design the teacher-made test, students will design an authentic  assessment that measures understanding of specific content and concepts that could not be measured by the teacher-made test.  This assessment must incorporate both content and life-long standards.  

You will also design a rubric that will appropriately assess the product outcome in terms of the content/concepts you have selected. One or two typed pages for the task and one typed page for the rubric. 
 9.Curriculum-Based Measurement- Students will work in small groups to review websites devoted to curriculum-based measurements. Each group will then be assigned a specific area (reading, math, spelling, written expression) to explore and to provide the following information:  Description of the CBM,  preparation of probes, administration procedures, scoring guidelines, required materials, and  a sample of probes

10. Benchmark Assessments- Students will review all documents related to the 4Sight Benchmark Assessments and develop a summary that includes the following information: Description of the assessments, design for grades 3-8 and 9-11, administration procedures, scoring guidelines, timelines for administration, and use and purpose of assessments. Students will also go to the PDE website, select a grade level, review sample assessments at that level, and provide examples of skills measured in both reading and mathematics.

11. Reflections- After completing the readings and classroom assignments on reading, writing, and mathematics assessments, you will complete an assigned reflection. These reflections will be provided by the instructor upon completion of each topic.

	ASSIGNMENTS
	DUE DATES
	POINTS

	Class Participation/Attendance
	                        
	12 

	Time Line/Graphic Organizer
	9-10-09
	10

	IEP/IFSP Critique
	9-24-09
	30

	High Stakes Test Review

Graphic Organizer
	10-01-09
	10

	Narrative Summary 

Keymath


	10-22-09
	30

	Teacher-Constructed 

 Test with Adaptations
	11-12-09
	30

	Curriculum-based Assessment
	11-17-09
	10

	4Sight benchmark Assessments
	11-24-09
	10

	Authentic Learning Task and Rubric


	12-3-09
	30

	Reflections
	Various dates
	18

	Completed Portfolio
	12-17-09
	10


Grading Scale
Note: all scores will be converted to percentage grades.

	194 or Above
	A
	190-193
	A-

	187-189
	B+
	184-186
	B

	180-183
	B- Assignments                                                       

with
	177-179
	C+

	174-176
	C
	170-173
	C-

	167-169
	D+
	164-166
	D

	160-163
	D-
	159 and below
	F
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Semester Schedule

	Week
	Topics
	Assignments

	1
	Welcome & Introductions

Introduction to Course and Syllabus and ANGEL

Warm-Up Activities

Technical Exercises
	Read chapter I (Spinelli) pp.4-27



	2
	Prereferral & Placement Process

Review Pattan website
	Review Chapter 1 –

pp.27-40

IEP process

Download Annotated IEP/IFSP from Pattan Web Site

Work on Timeline

	3
	Developing IEP/IFSP

Timeline Due
	Read  Literature related to High Stakes Testing (on-Line)

Work on IEP Assignment

	4
	· Debate and Discussion on High Stakes Testing

· Start graphic organizer


	Read Chapter 2

Standardized Testing- Types, Scores, 

pp. 45-65

	5
	Types of Formal Assessments

Scoring and Interpreting Tests

IEP Review Due
	Read Chapter 2-

pp. 66-73



	6
	Four Levels of  Test Interpretation

Keymath Protocol

Graphic Organizer Due
             
	Read Chapter 3 (pp.78-top of page 99)

On-Line Assignment

Wright’s Law


	
	No Class
	Enjoy your break!!!!

	7
	Types of Informal Achievement Measures

CBA/CBM


	· Read On-Line Information Related to teacher-Constructed- Tests

· Read Chapter 3 (Sections 2 -4)



	8
	· Teacher –Constructed Tests 

· Rubric Construction and Design

· Test Summary Due


	On-Line Assignment-Progress Monitoring

	9
	Progress Monitoring

4 Sight Benchmark Assessments

CBA Due
	Read Chapters 4 &5

Download Test Accomodations manual from Pa. Dept. of Education/ Pattan



	10
	· Test Adaptations and Accomodations

· Gathering Preliminary Data


	Read Chapter 10

(pp. 401-420)

Read On-Line information related to Authentic Assessments


	11
	· Content Area assessments

· Authentic Assessments
Teacher-Constructed-Test Due
	Read Chapter 7  (Sections 1-3)

Review Pa. State Standards for Reading and Writing- PDE website
Read Chapter 7- Sections 4-6

	12
	· National Reading Panel Report

· Informal Reading Inventories and Standardized Tests

Reflection Due

4Sight benchmark Assessment due
	Read Chapter 8



	13
	· Written Expression Assessment

· Spelling Assessments

· Handwriting assessments

Reflection Due
Authentic Assessment Due
	Read Chapter 9

Sections 1 &2

Review Pa. Math Standards on PDE website



	14
	Review Math Standards and Assessments

· Error Analysis

· Task Analysis

Reflection Due

	

	15
	Portfolio Party
	Have a Wonderful Holiday!!!


Portfolio Checklist

⁭ Time Line/ Graphic Organizer

⁮ IEP/IFSP Review

⁮ High Stakes Test Review Graphic Organizer

⁮ Narrative Test Summary

⁮ Teacher –Made Test with Adaptations

⁮ Authentic Learning task & Rubric (El/Sp Ed. only)

⁮ CBA

⁮   4Sight Benchmark Assessments
⁮ Reflections (3)

Portfolio Conference:

	Comments From Student
	Comments From Partner/ Staff


Student signature - _________________________

Partner’s Signature- ________________________

Date of Conference: ______________

Letter: Personal and Academic Growth

The first item in your portfolio will be a letter to the reader. Your letter must answer these questions:

· What have you accomplished in this course?

· What helped you learn?

· What 3 goals do you have related to assessment and evaluation?

As you answer the above questions, include your thought about the following:

· Working in groups

· Working individually

· Your experiences with Angel and on-line readings and assignments

· Your class meetings

· Anything that is important to you

Portfolio Reflection Sheet

What is the name of this activity/ project?

1.Describe the procedure or steps that you to took to complete this assignment.

2.What did you learn from this assignment?

3.How would you improve this assignment if you could do it again?

Best Work Reflection

What is the name of this assignment?

What did you learn about assessment and evaluation from this project?

Why do you think this is your best work?

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
Course content and delivery will be assessed and modified based on student evaluations. 
None





There will be no overlap with EDUC 245 because assessment strategies are different for middle school and high school. This course will focus exclusively on secondary practices. One concern of our programs has been that there has been too much emphasis on elementary methods and not enough on secondary. By creating an assessment course for secondary students we will be meeting this concern.








This course is similar to EDUC 245 Interdisciplinary Assessment that is offered in the Middle Level Teacher Education Program.  








This course focuses on strategies, methods, and instruments for assessing all students in grades 9-12.  Theory to best practice linkages will be stressed for all student populations.





No pre-requisites





1) EDUC 343 Evaluation Tests & Measurement had been a part of every Education program, but that course material was integrated in other Education courses during the last Secondary Education Program Revision; 2) this course recaptures assessment content, houses it in one course, and expands upon the multiple assessments that Secondary Educators need to be aware of; and, (3) this new course is in partial fulfillment of the Accommodations and Adaptations  requirements as promulgated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).  








( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			











