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Course Revision

Course taken only by Majors

Course Title:__ Assessment in Early Childhood Education 

Course Number: _ EDUC 252



 Date: 11-25-08
Nature

of

revision: 

Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?   □Yes   X No

     If Yes, indicate impact below:


Will the revisions have any impact on another department?   □Yes   X No

    If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department:


Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?   □Yes   X No

    If Yes, indicate resources needed for revision:


Signature of Sponsoring Chair:_______________________________ Date: _______________ 
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 252: Assessment in Early Childhood Education

(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor:
Location:




Office & phone:

Credit Value:




Office hours:

E-mail:

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:


EDUC 140 Introduction to Early Childhood Education


EDUC 250 Early Development and Intervention


All necessary clearances: Child Abuse, Criminal Record Check, FBI Fingerprints
Course Description:

This course will focus on observational and informal strategies, methods, and instruments for assessing the early learner's development in the cognitive, psychomotor, and affective domains.  A field component of 20 hours of observation and exploration is part of the course expectations.

Required Texts/Readings:

Wortham, S. (2005). Assessment in Early Childhood Education, Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle 
River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall

Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA
	Assessments

	Know and understand young children’s characteristics and needs by observing children and recording behavior in a variety of settings in order to understand the meaning and degree of variation and exceptionality among 

individuals
	S1

D1

D-4
	I.C.3,4

I.H
*III.A.2
	3.b
	Field observation & participation

Field notebook

Reflective journal

Quizzes

	Demonstrate and practice an understanding of 

~~ the goals and benefits, benefits, and uses of responsible assessment in ECE, including

~~ the foundations, theory and policy, professional ethics,

~~ identifying bias in instruction, materials, and assessments, and

~~ assessment partnerships with families and other professionals
	S-3

D-3

S-4

D-4


	I.E.

**I.B.4
	2

3.a

3.c

3.d

5
	Field observation & participation

Administer a standardized test

Field notebook

Reflective journal

Quizzes

	Demonstrate understanding of the way in which classroom environments influence children’s learning, including the use of classroom assessment tools to inform teaching strategies and support teaching and learning through differentiated instruction
	S-2

D-2
	I.G.5
I.I.11

*III.A.1

*III.B

*III.C

*III.D
	3.a

4
	Field observation & participation

Administer a standardized test

Field notebook

Reflective journal

Assessment review:

~Play assessment,  ~ECERS

~K-readiness

Quizzes

	Know about and implement observation, documentation, and other appropriate assessment tools and approaches to child assessment, including

~~ standards-based assessments for all ELLs

~~ identifying, administering, interpreting, and planning instruction based on each of the assessment components in a standards-aligned system
	S-1

D-3

S-4

D-1

D-4


	III.A.1-5

III.B-E

III.F.1-4,6

III.H,J,M,Q,R

*III.A.3

*III.A.5

*III.A.6

*III.I

**II.B.2
	3.b

4

5
	Field observation & participation

Administer a standardized test

Field notebook

Reflective journal

Assessment review:

~ELL 

Quizzes


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

1. Attendance, and promptness, is expected for all class meetings.  Students are responsible for all material presented and announcements made during any class period.

2. Read chapters in text and additional articles, as assigned

3. Submit four (4) Reading Reflection Papers

4. Attend each scheduled class session, display appropriate professional disposition, and participate productively in class discussions and activities administer a standardized test and analyze results in a narrative report 
5. Complete twenty (20) hours of observation/exploration in a preschool
6. Submit an Assessment Portfolio that includes a field notebook, assessment reviews, and the interpretation of the results of a standardized test administered to a young child. 
7. Complete four (4) quizzes 
Grading:

576-625 pts = A
(100%)


470-488 pts = C+
( 78%)


551-575 pts = A-
( 92%)


451-469 pts = C
( 75%)


532-550 pts = B+
( 88%)


426-450 pts = C-
( 72%)


514-531 pts = B
( 85%)


370-425 pts = D
( 68%)


489-513 pts = B-
( 82%)


369- 0  pts =   F
( 59%)

Class Schedule:

Week



Topic






   1



Introduction

 


 

Overview of Assessment in ECE

NAEYC Position Paper on Assessment

   2



NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct







Standardized Tests: Use, Design, Selection

   3



Standardized Tests: Reporting Results 




   4



Informal Assessments: Observation

   5



How Infants & Young Children Should Be Assessed

   6



Informal Assessment:
Checklists, Rating Scales, Rubrics



   7



Informal Assessment:
Teacher-Designed Tests





 
   8



Assessment of Cognitive Functioning

   9



Informal Assessment:
Performance-Based Strategies
10



Play-Based Assessment








11



Portfolio Assessment


12



Kindergarten Readiness




13



Communicating w/ Parents









14



Accreditation

15



Future Direction of ECE Assessment


Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Airasian, P.W. Classroom Assessment: Concepts and Applications, Fifth Edition.  New York, NY: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 2005.

Black, S.  Too Soon to Test, The American School Board Journal, January 2003.

Black, S. Second Time Around, The American School Board Journal, November 2004.

Cassidy, D.J., S. Mims, L. Rucker, and S. Boone, Emergent Curriculum and Kindergarten Readiness, Childhood Education, Summer 2003.

Child and Program Assessment: Tools for Reflective Educators, Young Children, 59(1), January 2004.


~ Jones, J.  Framing the Assessment Discussion, pg 14-18.

~ Trister-Dodge, D., C. Heroman, J.C., & J. Maiorca. Beyond Outcomes: How Ongoing Assessment Supports Children’s Learning and Leads to Mearningful Curriculum, pg 20-28.

~ Dichtelmiller, M.L.  Experiences from the Field: New Insights into Infant/Toddler Assessment, pg 30-33.

~ Maxwell, K. and R.M. Clifford, School Readiness: Assessment, pg 42-46.

~ Santos, R.M.  Ensuring Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Assessment of Young Children, pg 48-50.

~ NAEYC & NAECS/SDE. Where We Stand on Curriculum, Assessment, and Program Evaluation (Position Statement), pg 51-53. 

Davey, L.D.  Ethical implications of assessment: thoughts on pigs and process in an early childhood course.  Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education 23 (2002) 89-95

Egertson, H.A. Achieving High Standards and Implementing Developmentally Appropriate Practice – Both ARE Possible, Dimensions in Early Childhood, Winter 2004.

Hepburn, K.S., Building Culturally and Linguistically Competent Services, Early Care and Education Environment, May 2004.

Nilsen, B.A., Week By Week: Documenting the Development of Young Children: Third Edition.  Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning, 2004.

Losardo, A., and A. Notari-Syverson.  Alternative Approaches to Assessing Young Children.  Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., 2001.       

Vail, K. Ready to Learn, The American School Board Journal, November 2003.

Home Dean:  □ CAS    X CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








Change in the course description - The current course description reads as follows: This course will focus on strategies, methods, and instruments for assessing the early learner’s development in the cognitive, psychomotor, and affective domains.  Theory to practice linkages will be stressed.  An observation component is part of the course expectation.  


The proposed new course description would read as follows: This course will focus on observational and informal strategies, methods, and instruments for assessing the early learner's development in the cognitive, psychomotor, and affective domains.  A field component of 20 hours of observation and exploration is part of the course expectations.








This proposal will result in a course description that delineates the required field hours.  Also, this course description will narrow the focus of objectives to emphasize observation and informal assessments.  This will complement EDUC 343, which focuses on formal assessments, such as standardized tests.  





























