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Course Revision

Course taken only by Majors

Course Title:__ Family and Community Relations ______________

Course Number: _ EDUC 256 


Date: __11-25-08

Nature

of

revision: 

Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?   □Yes   X No

     If Yes, indicate impact below:


Will the revisions have any impact on another department?   □Yes   X No

    If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department:

   

Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?   □Yes   X No

    If Yes, indicate resources needed for revision:

   

Signature of Sponsoring Chair:__________________ Date: _______________ 
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 256 Family & Community Relations

(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor:
Location:




Office & phone:

Credit Value:




Office hours:

E-mail:

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:


EDUC 140
Course Description:

This course prepares the PreK-4 teacher to know family systems and the role of families in children’s development, and to know strategies for becoming cross-culturally competent in their work with young children and their families.

Required Texts/Readings:

Couchenour, D. & Chrisman, K. (2008). Families, Schools, and Communities Together for Young Children, Third Edition.  Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning.
Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	NAEYC
	Assessments

	1 Know about and understand family and community characteristics:   

~~ multiple influences on development and learning, pre- and postnatal biological, psychological, sociological , cultural, familial, economic,

environmental, gender, family and community,  and, linguistics, language differences      

~~ articulate and integrate family theory and research-based knowledge of multiple family and community factors that impact young children’s lives

~~ develop a knowledge base in family theory and research, including socioeconomic conditions; family structures, relationships, stresses, and supports; home language; cultural values; ethnicity; and community resources, cohesiveness, and organization

~~ effectively apply the principles and theories of child development, including attachment theory
	S-1

D-2
	I.C.12.a,c-e

I.D.4

*II.C.1

*II.G.6

**I.B.1


	1,2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Annotated bibliography

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	2. Demonstrate understanding of  early childhood education foundations, theory and policy, including social, economic and cultural diversity, implications for learning, and professional ethics
	S1

D1
	I.E
	5
	Quizzes

Participation in class activities

Technology activities



	3. Demonstrate understanding of the way in which classroom environments influence children’s learning including the way in which a positive climate for learning involves the establishment and maintenance of partnerships with families
~~ articulate theory and research to support the concept that families are young children’s primary teachers, and that family and community involvement are critical to successful early learning.

     ~~ use a wide range of approaches to family and community involvement

     ~~ use in-depth self-evaluation and modification to approaches when first attempts are not successful

     ~~ engage families in curriculum planning and assessment; facilitate children’s transitions to new programs
	S-3
	I.G.4

*II.G.4,7
	2,3,5
	Quizzes

Participation in class activities

Guest speaker

Home-made learning activity

Technology activities

Book-browsing

	4. Establish, develop and sustain partnerships with families and other professionals, supporting and empowering families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships

~~ display extensive knowledge of families’ goals, language and culture, and individual characteristics as tools to build relationships, including how to build positive, respectful, and reciprocal relationships; and, respect variations across cultures 

~~ reflect skilled, varied family communication strategies including uses of technology, including acknowledging families as resources to provide insight to their children, and in curriculum and program development; and, develop effective communication skills in conversation, email, websites, and bulletin boards

~~ link families with multiple community resources appropriate for specific purposes
	S-4

D-4
	IV.A,B,E,H,I
	4
	Quizzes

Class participation

Technological activities

Autobiography 

Parent interview

Community resource file

Field Trip & PPT


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

Attendance Policy:  Attendance and promptness is expected at all class meetings.  

Assignments:

1. Community Referral File 

2. Field Trip & Power-point presentation 

3. Annotated Bibliography on Poverty & Homelessness 

4. Create a home-made activity 

5. Site Participation & Team Presentation 

6. Discussion Board 

a. Autobiography 

b. Parent Interview 

c. Book Browsing 

7. Quizzes  

8. Attendance/Participation/Dispositions 
Assignment Expectations:  

Complete Assignments prior to all class meetings.  Assignments are due on the date specified.
Angel.  Angel will be used throughout this course.  

Professional Demeanor

Adherence to the Education Department’s Non-academic Behavior criteria is the expectation for each student.  Appropriate attire and professional demeanor is expected during all class sessions. 

Grading:

94 – 100% = A



77 – 79% = C+

90 – 93%   = A-



74 – 76% = C

87 – 89%  = B+



70 – 73% = C-

84 – 86%  = B



65 – 69% = D

80 – 83%  = B-



64% and below = F

Class Schedule:

	Week
	Topics

	1
	Overview

	2
	The role families play in the development of children

	3
	The impact of children with disabilities on family systems

	4
	Concerns of families of children with special needs

	5
	Strategies for addressing children with special needs

	6
	Legal rights of families

	7
	Laws relating to family & student confidentiality

	8
	The roles of schools & agencies with children with special needs

	9 
	The role of community personnel with children with special needs

	10
	Knowing variations in beliefs, traditions & values

	11
	Childrearing practices and interaction styles

	12
	The impact of poverty on families

	13
	Articulating differences between values & beliefs between home & school

	14
	Identifying one’s own beliefs, values

	15
	Conclusion


Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Berger, E.H. (2000). Parents as partners in education: Families and schools working together (4th ed.) Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall.

Berns, R.M. (1997). Child, family, school, community: Socialization and support (4th ed.).  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

Bigner, J.J. (1998). Parent-child relations: An introduction to parenting (5th ed.). Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Dimidjian, Victoria Jean. Helping Vulnerable Families Give Their Children an Even Start Toward School Success: One Rural Community’s Efforts.  Childhood Education, 77(6) (2001) 379-385.

Epstein, J. (1999). School and family partnerships: Preparing educators and improving schools.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Fine, M.J. (1993). Current approaches to understanding family diversity. Family Relations, 43(3), 235-7.
Hunt, Elizabeth.  Out of the Shadows. Teaching Tolerance 24 (Fall 2003) 38-43 (Adoptive families seek to transform classroom strategies.)

Riojas-Cortez, Mari, Belinda Busstos Flores, and Ellen Riojas Clark.  Los Ninos Aprenden in Casa: Valuing and Connecting Home Cultural Knowledge with an Early Childhood Program. Young Children, 58(6) (November 2003) 78-83. 
Powell, D.R. (1999). Home visiting in the early years: Policy and program design decisions. Young Children, 45(6), 65-73.
Swap, S. M. (1993). Developing home-school partnerships: From concepts to practice. New York: Teacher’s College Press.

Home Dean:  □ CAS    X CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








Change in the course description - The current course description reads as follows: This course prepares the early childhood teacher with the strategies and communication skills necessary to build positive relationships with colleagues within the school and agencies in the larger communities that can contribute to the well-being of each student in order to realize the full developmental potential of each child.  An observation component is part of the course expectation.  


The proposed new course description would read as follows: This course prepares the PreK-4 teacher to know family systems and the role of families in children’s development, and to know strategies for becoming cross-culturally competent in their work with young children and their families.








This proposal will result in course objectives that prepare students for working with a population of students (PreK to 4) rather than early childhood and broadens the scope of the course content to include families and community agency personnel.  This course revision prepares students to work collaboratively with school and community agencies for the benefit of young children and their families. 





























