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New Course

 Course Title: ____Family Collaboration and Diversity_______________________________

Course Number:_EDUC 257_______ Date Of Initial Offering:  ____Spring 2011__





                                                                                 Semester           year
Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: ____  Format:  X lecture  ( lab  ( other:__________________________________   Frequency: X annual  ( each semester (alternate years  

Prerequisites: _EDUC 140 Introduction to Early Childhood Education______________________


Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
X  Required

(  Elective 

        GE :
(  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   ____________     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO XX YES (Name)___PreK-4 Program__

Home College:   ( CAS
X PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X    Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

X    Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

X    Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 257 Family Collaboration and Diversity

Semester, Year

Class Day, Time: 



Instructor: 
   
Location:  




Office & phone: 
Credit Value: 




Office hours: 
      
E-mail: 

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:


EDUC 140 Introduction to Early Childhood Education
Course Description:

This course prepares the ECE teacher to apply their understanding of children and families diversity to know and understand strategies to partner with families and to articulate strategies that link families to community resources. 

Required Texts/Readings:


Couchenour, D. & Chrisman, K. (2008). Families, Schools, and Communities Together for Young Children, Third Edition.  Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning.
Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	NAEYC
	Assessments

	1. Maintain respectful, ongoing, meaningful communication with family members that develops and sustains partnerships with families.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.C.1
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Family Newsletter

Technology activities

Site experiences 

	2. Identify and address family information, communication and collaboration needs.

	S-1

D-2
	IV.C.2
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	3. Know and understand strategies to conference with families
	S-4

D-4
	IV.C.3
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Technological activities

	4.  Know and understand strategies to involve families in the policy decisions of a program.

	S-3

D-4


	IV.C.4
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speaker

Technology activities

	5.  Know and understand strategies to provide families with meaningful opportunities to be involved through their child’s education.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.C.5
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	6.  Know and understand strategies to gather evaluation information from families of children with and without disabilities.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.C.6
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	7. Know and understand strategies for keeping families informed of children’s progress.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.C.7
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	8.  Know and understand culturally responsive factors that promote effective communication and collaboration with individuals with exceptional learning needs, families, school and agency personnel, and community members.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.C.8
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	9.  Articulate strategies that link families to community resources including determining family strengths, concerns, needs, and priorities
	S-4

D-4
	IV.D.1
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	10. Articulate strategies that link families to community resources including providing information about community resources useful to families of children with and without disabilities and strategies for linking families to these resources.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.D.2
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	11.  Articulate strategies that link families to community resources including gaining knowledge of community resources useful to families of children with and without disabilities and strategies for linking families to these resources.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.D.3
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Community resource file

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities

	12. Articulate strategies that link families to community resources including working with linguistic and cultural interpreters for culturally and linguistically diverse families.
	S-4

D-4
	IV.D.4
	2
	Quizzes

Class participation

Guest speakers

Site experiences

Technology activities


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.
Course Requirements/Expectations:
Attendance Policy:  Attendance and promptness is expected at all class meetings.  

a) Perfect attendance leads to extra credit on the final grade.

b) Perpetual absence and tardiness leads to referral to the Education Department Faculty Dispositions Board.

c) Please contact the instructor prior to the class meeting if illness or an emergency causes an absence.  Students are responsible for all information, discussions, schedule changes, material presented, or announcements made during any class period.

Assignments: (Refer to Angel for assignment guidelines.)
1. Annotated Bibliography on Poverty & Homelessness (5pts)

2. Discussion Board (20pts)

a. Autobiography (5)

b. Parent Interview (5)

c. Book Browsing (5)

d. Other (5)

3. Quizzes (10 of 11 Quizzes) (10pts)

4. Attendance/Participation/Dispositions (15pts)

Assignment Expectations:  The product you submit in fulfillment of any written assignment is expected to be your best work.  Thoroughness and reflection is held in high regard.  Shabbiness, or writing anything just to get by, is unacceptable.  Remember, this is teacher training; therefore, think of each assignment as something that you, as teacher, are submitting to your administrator, parents, or community members.  Keep the best interest of children and families in mind as you are completing each assignment. 

Complete Assignments and Quizzes prior to all class meetings.  Assignments are due on the date specified for full credit.  Late assignments are generally not accepted; however, if you have an emergency, please contact the instructor prior to the class on the date the assignment is due.


Assignments must be typed and double-spaced, neat, well-organized, and articulate.  Any hand-written communication must conform to Modern Manuscript or D’Nealian style of writing.  Mixing cursive lettering with manuscript lettering, and inappropriate use of capital letters, is not acceptable.  Pay close attention to the detail of technical quality (spelling, punctuation, work usage, and sentence structure) in all written assignments.

Quizzes:  Students will take 11 Quizzes throughout the semester.  The Quizzes will be available on Angel from 8AM each Sunday until 12noon prior to Monday’s class.  Quizzes will cover assigned readings, as specified, as well as content discussed in the previous week’s class.  Of the 11 Quizzes, the 10 Quizzes with the highest grades will count in the final tabulation of scores.
Angel.  Angel will be used throughout this course.  Students will find the syllabus on Angel, as well as announcements, quizzes, assignment requirements and rubrics, discussion board topics, and links to readings related to weekly topics.  Spontaneous homework assigned as an outcome of, or follow-up to, in-class discussions and/or activity may also appear on Angel.  Completion of spontaneous homework will be counted as part of the Dispositions grade.

Professional Demeanor

Adherence to the Education Department’s Non-academic Behavior criteria is the expectation for each student.  Appropriate attire and professional demeanor is expected during all class sessions.  Ball caps and headgear will be removed prior to entering the classroom.  Food and drink will be consumed outside of the classroom.  Please take care of personal needs prior to entering the classroom so as to not create a distraction to the progress of the class session.

Grading:

94 – 100% = A



77 – 79% = C+

90 – 93%   = A-



74 – 76% = C

87 – 89%  = B+



70 – 73% = C-

84 – 86%  = B



65 – 69% = D

80 – 83%  = B-



64% and below = F

Class Schedule:

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	Week 1
	Introductions


	Read 

	Week 2
	Ongoing & Meaningful Communication with Families
	Read

Reflective journal

	Week 3
	Addressing family information
	Read

Class activities

	Week 4
	Conferencing with families
	Quiz

	Week 5
	Involving families in the policy decisions of a program
	Read

	Week 6
	Providing families with meaningful opportunities to be involved in their child’s education
	Read

Reflective journal

	Week 7
	Gathering information about disabilities 
	 Read

Class activities

	Week 8
	Keeping families informed about progress
	Quiz

	Week 9 
	Determining family strengths & priorities
	Read

	Week 10
	Determining family concerns & needs 
	 Read

Reflective journal

	Week 11
	Community Resources
	Read

Class activities

	Week 12
	Parenting Education
	Quiz

	Week 13
	Linking families to resources
	Read

	Week 14
	Working with linguistic/cultural interpreters
	Read

Reflective journal

	Week 15
	Conclusion
	Read

Class activities

	Final Exam 
	
	Final Exam


Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Berger, E.H. (2000). Parents as partners in education: Families and schools working together (4th ed.) Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall.

Berns, R.M. (1997). Child, family, school, community: Socialization and support (4th ed.).  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

Bigner, J.J. (1998). Parent-child relations: An introduction to parenting (5th ed.). Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Dimidjian, Victoria Jean. Helping Vulnerable Families Give Their Children an Even Start Toward School Success: One Rural Community’s Efforts.  Childhood Education, 77(6) (2001) 379-385.

Epstein, J. (1999). School and family partnerships: Preparing educators and improving schools.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Fine, M.J. (1993). Current approaches to understanding family diversity. Family Relations, 43(3), 235-7.
Hunt, Elizabeth.  Out of the Shadows. Teaching Tolerance 24 (Fall 2003) 38-43 (Adoptive families seek to transform classroom strategies.)

Riojas-Cortez, Mari, Belinda Busstos Flores, and Ellen Riojas Clark.  Los Ninos Aprenden in Casa: Valuing and Connecting Home Cultural Knowledge with an Early Childhood Program. Young Children, 58(6) (November 2003) 78-83. 
Powell, D.R. (1999). Home visiting in the early years: Policy and program design decisions. Young Children, 45(6), 65-73.
Swap, S. M. (1993). Developing home-school partnerships: From concepts to practice. New York: Teacher’s College Press.

At the 200 level, 





EDUC 140 provides candidates with an overview of the Early Childhood profession.  It will introduce candidates to the important role of families in the development and education of young children.





This course prepares the ECE teacher to apply their understanding of children and families diversity to know and understand strategies to partner with families and to articulate strategies that link families to community resources. 








EDUC 256 Family & Community Relations is a similar course.  Between the two courses, candidates will know family systems and the role of families in children’s development, know strategies for becoming cross-culturally competent, know and understand strategies to partner with families, and articulate strategies that link families to community resources.





The content of this course complements the content of EDUC 256 Family & Community Relations.





None other than already available.





( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			











