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Course Revision

Course taken only by Majors

Course Title:__ Evaluation and Measurement ______________
Course Number: _ EDUC 343 

Date: __11-25-08
Nature

of

revision: 

Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?   □Yes   X No

     If Yes, indicate impact below:


Will the revisions have any impact on another department?   □Yes   X No

    If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department:


Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?   □Yes   X No

    If Yes, indicate resources needed for revision:


Signature of Sponsoring Chair:_______________________________ Date: _______________ 
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus

(EDUC 343: Evaluation and Measurement)

(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor:

Location:




Office hours:


Credit Value:
3



Phone: 

E-mail: 

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites: 

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the practical methods of assessment used in an early learning classroom environment.  The knowledge, perspectives and skills presented will support preservice teachers in becoming intelligent users of educational assessments for all children.

Required Text:

Hogan, T.P. (2007). Educational assessment: A practical introduction. New York: Wiley

Course Objectives 

	Course Objectives:  (Topics for Discussion)
	Unit
	PDE
	NAEYC
	Assessments

	Week 1:Introductory: Describe principal purposes and key questions about educational assessment; identify the major trends in current educational assessment including fairness; and accurately use terms in current descriptions of educational assessment.
	D-1
	I-B, II-B, II-E, IIF
	3.a
	Written review of NAEP website

	Week 2:Information:  Show familiarity with sources of information about existing assessments including state and national assessments.
	D-1
	I-B, II-C, II-E, II-F, III-A
	3.a. 3.c
	Quiz



	Week 3: Statistics:  Identify variables at the level of construct and operational definition; demonstrate competence in the use of simple descriptive statistics including measures of central tendency, variability, z, and correlation using software package.
	S-3
	I-B, II-E
	3.a
	Quiz

Printout of statistics results

	Week 4:Reliability: Identify the major sources of unreliability in assessments; describe the methods for studying reliability; use reliability information to interpret assessment information.
	S-3
	I-B, II-E
	3.a
	Quiz

Summary outline of test review using MMY

	Week 5:Validity: Identify the major ways of describing test validity; show how to align assessment with content standards; describe the concept of “fairness” and how it is studied.
	S-3 D-1
	I-B, II-B, E-1
	3.a
	Quiz

Summary outline of test review using MMY

	Week 6:Interpreting:  Define the main methods used for norm-referenced interpretation, including strengths and weaknesses of each; define criterion-reference interpretation and how it is used in standards based systems; show competence in using standard reports of NR  and CR information; and outline procedures for self-referenced on repeated measures, especially as used for special populations (i.e. progress monitoring/CBA) 
	S-3
	I-B, II-B
	3.a
	Quiz

Outline of procedures for CBA

	Week 7:Planning assessment:  Show how objectives are used in assessment planning; demonstrate competence in accessing existing content standards, especially at the state level; outline major factors in an overall assessment plan; and plan a particular assessment.
	S-1 D-2
	I-B, II-B
	3.a, 3.b
	Quiz

Lesson plan with progress monitoring assessment

	Week 8:Selected-Response:  Evaluate the relative merits of selected-response and constructed-response items; demonstrate competence in preparing S-R items, using professional guidelines
	S-3
	I-B, II-B
	3.a
	Quiz

SR test item construction (M/C, matching, binary items)

	Week 9:Constructed-Response:  Describe the two key problems for constructed-response items; show competence in preparing C-R items, including essays, performances, and portfolios; and effectively use appropriate methods for scoring C-R items, including use of rubrics.
	S-3
	I-B, II-B
	3.a
	Quiz

CR construction and assessment rubric

	Week 10:Administration, Analysis:  Show competence in administering external tests; explain basic principles underlying the notion of accommodations; and demonstrate simple item analysis procedures.
	S-3
	I-B, II-B, III-B
	3.a
	Quiz

Essay on accommodations in testing and how they are determined

	Week 11: Standardized Achievement Tests:  Describe typical features of each major category of standardized achievement tests; compare characteristics of standardized and teacher-made assessments; and identify appropriate and inappropriate practices for administering standardized tests.
	S-3
	I-B, II-B
	3.a, 3.b, 3.c
	Quiz

Essay describing administration procedures for standardized tests

	Week 12: Other Standardized Measures:  Describe major features and uses of mental ability tests; identify criteria used in defining mental retardation; identify criteria used in defining learning disabilities; and show how a behavior scale is used by a teacher.
	S-3
	I-B, II-B
	3.b, 3.c
	Quiz

Discussion

Essay on behavior rating scale use by teachers, parents, and other caregivers

	Week 13: Grading:  Explain alternative rationales for grading; describe the variety of formats used for report cards; show competence in using an electronic record system for grading; and outline suggestions for conducting a parent-teacher conference.
	S-3 S-4

D-1 D-4
	I-B, II-B, III-D
	3.c, 3.d, 4.a
	Quiz

Printout of student grades and parent conference outline

	Week 14: Legal Issues:  Accurately describe terms used in law; summarize key provisions in IDEA and NCLB; and show at least passing acquaintance with ADA and FERPA.
	S-3
	I-B, II-B, III-B
	3.c, 3.d
	Quiz

Summary of key provisions in IDEA and NCLB

	Week 15: Self-evaluation: List major methods for self-evaluation of teaching, including strengths and weaknesses of each; and describe the role of reflection in self-assessment.
	S-2 D-4
	I-B, II-B
	3.c, 4.b
	Quiz

Self-assessment for early learners


Dispositions:


Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Written assignments:

All written assignments are expected to exhibit professional quality. You should demonstrate mastery of organizing, structuring, and editing in your writing. Grammar, spelling, and vocabulary errors will result in a reduction of your score. Letters and materials written by you as a professional and sent to parents/administrators must be virtually perfect. 
Note: Detailed information regarding all written assignments and projects will be distributed via handout during 1st week of class.



1.  There will be 14 brief quizzes.  Each quiz consists of 10-15 multiple-choice items.  A final, cumulative exam consisting of both multiple-choice and essay questions will be given on the day designated for the final exam.

2.  Written review of NAEP website

3.  Search on ETS Test Collection with print result

4.  Access review on Buros Mental Measurement Yearbook and complete a summary outline.

5.  Statistical software package use to demonstrate competence in the use of simple statistics.

6.  Outline procedures for repeated measures (CBA/ progress monitoring)

7.  Access content standards, write objectives, plan a particular assessment to assess student attainment of those objectives.

8.  Use professional guidelines to design selected response and constructed response items.

9.  Examine administration procedures for standardized tests, write an essay describing these and explaining the principles underlying the notion of accommodations.

10.  Load grades into an electronic grading tool and outline suggestions for conducting a parent-teacher conference.

11.  Given a behavior scale, describe how the scale is used by a teacher.

12.  Summarize the key provisions in IDEA and NCLB.

13.  Design a self-assessment for use with early learners.

Grading:

	94-100 = A

90-93 = A-

87-89 = B+

84-86 = B

80-83 = B-

77-79 = C+


	74-76 = C

70-73 = C-

67-69 = D+

64-66 = D

60-63 = D-

59 and below = F


Note:  The instructors for this course will determine the points for each assignment and the quizzes.

Bibliography:

To be completed by the course instructor 

Home Dean:  □ CAS    X CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








Change in course description - The current course description reads as follows: This course acquaints prospective teachers with the various facets of test interpretation and test construction.  Standardized achievement, diagnostic, and aptitude tests will be covered, along with teacher-made objective and essay tests.  Emphasis will be placed on constructing valid and reliable tests by the teacher.  The use and misuse of standardized tests and teacher-made tests will be discussed.  





The proposed new course description would read as follows: This course is an introduction to the practical methods of assessment used in an early learning classroom environment.  The knowledge, prospective, and skills presented will support pre-service teachers in becoming intelligent users of educational assessments for all children.  





This proposal reflects the PreK-4 student population that pre-service teachers will be teaching.  This course focuses more on formal assessments and compliments EDUC 252, together providing an overview of assessments found in the PreK-4 classroom.  





























