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The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites: none
Course Description:  This course focuses on strategies, methods, and instruments for assessing the early learner, elementary student, and special education student.  Theory to best practice linkages will be stressed for all three student populations. 

Required Texts/Readings:

Wortham, S. (2005). Assessment in Early Childhood Education, Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall

Spinelli, C. (2006).  Classroom Assessment for Students in Special and General Education.  Second Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall

Course Objectives and Student Assessments for Early Childhood Education:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA
	Assessments

	understand the process of standardized test design, the advantages and disadvantages of standardized testing in early childhood, and the process of administering standardized tests
	S1
	PDE II.D.
	NAEYC 3
	~administering an early childhood assessment instrument to a child, interpreting results, and making recommendations for instruction based on interpretations;

~class activities, including: role playing interpretation of test results to parents, and 

reviewing a variety of standardized tests designed for young children;

~Bb reflection/discussion input;

~Team Report: Standardized Testing;

~quiz

	identify and define informal evaluation measures
	S2
	PDE II.D.
	NAEYC 3
	~practice observational and assessment strategies at participation site, and include these in a Field Notebook;

~class activities, including developing a teacher-designed assessment tool;

~Bb reflection/discussion input;

~quiz

	participate in a 10-hour on-site experience in a preschool


	S3; D3
	PDE II.D.
	NAEYC 3
	~conduct observations of cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development in young children using appropriate observation strategies;

~Bb reflection/discussion input; 

~Field Notebook


Course Objectives and Student Assessments for Elementary Education:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	ACEI
	Assessments

	1. Demonstrate that decision-making in assessment affects planning, instruction, management, and professional growth;


	S-1

D-1
	I.B

II.E
	4
	Candidate-designed assessments 

	4.  Describe and construct classroom assessment, both formative and summative, including those that measure product, process, and progress;


	D-1
	I.B

II.E
	4
	Candidate-designed achievement test, rubric for authentic task product, rubric for cooperative learning process

	5. Investigate assessment and evaluation issues in the elementary school environment
	S-2


	II.D
	4

5-1
	Written discussion on NCLB evaluation components, standards-based assessment, and assessment systems when using differentiated instruction (including IEP’s)


Course Objectives and Student Assessments for Special Education:

	Course objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA CEC
	Assessments

	The student  demonstrate typical procedures used for screening, pre-referral, classification, and placement for students with disabilities 
	D-2
	I.G.
	CC8K3

CC8K4

CC8S1
	Observation assignment, academic assessment and functional behavioral assessment

Design parent questionnaire

	The student will describe and demonstrate monitoring of progress for instructional decisions and individualized program planning
	D-2
	II.A
	CC5S6

CC8S8
	Interview of teacher for progress monitoring


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

	ECE/SPED
	ELED/SPED

	Required Assignments:

Administer a Standardized Test 
· Select a standardized test.

· Review the administration procedures so you are familiar with the test.

· Identify a child (0-8YO) to test.  The child may be at your observation site, a family member, or a friend.  If a child is unavailable to you, contact the instructor for assistance in finding a child to test.

· Obtain written permission from the teacher or parent to administer a standardized test to the child.  Include the written permission in your final report.

· Following the guidelines in the Administrator’s Manual, administer the test to the child.

Write a narrative analyzing the results of the test.  

Observation/Participation at a Preschool and Field Notebook

The instructor can assist students in selecting an appropriate observation site.

Observe at the site no more than two (2) hours a week for a minimum of five (5) weeks/observations.

Observe differing activities, using a variety of observational strategies.  Observational notes will be kept in a Field Notebook. 

At the end of each observation, complete a Site Participation Form (SPF) by writing 3-5 note of your activity during the visit and having your cooperating teacher sign it.  Submit the form to the instructor at the next class meeting to document your attendance at your participation site.  Submission of the Site Participation Form is crucial to document evidence of attendance at your participation site throughout the semester.

The Field Notebook provides evidence of a variety of observational and assessment strategies, e.g., anecdotal record, time sampling, running record, checklist, rating scale, rubric, teacher-designed assessment.

The Field Notebook’s organization is separated by visits to the EC site.  Documentation to support each visit includes: 

· Site Participation Form signed by the Cooperating Teacher and logged by the Instructor;

· hand-written or typed reflection of observation/participation during the visit;

· original field notes and/or children’s work; and,

· analysis of assessments.


Reflection highlights observations/experiences at the site that are integrated with the student’s readings and class discussion/activities.  Students ponder the meaning of events as emergent Early Childhood Educators.


Analysis of assessments notes the development of the children, patterns of growth, and recommendations for further observation or assessment.  

Functional Behavioral Assessment:

We will be using a program of study that will teach you to do a FBA. The forms will be provided for you to do one of a child of your choice. A paper will accompany the FBA forms describing what you did and all pertinent data. This will be done in a group.

Choice Tasks:

Individual Reports
Two Individual Reports will be presented throughout the semester.

Each topic, below, focuses on a key issue in Early Childhood assessment:

· Standardized Testing 

· Play Assessment 

· Behavioral Assessment 

· Kindergarten Readiness  

· Environmental Assessment

· Other (as approved by instructor) 

The student will select two of the five topics to research and prepare a report.

School Observation

Visit a K-3 classroom.  What procedures does the teacher use for identifying and/or assessing learning problems and developmental readiness in the class?  What are the pre-referral or referral procedures when concerns are identified?

Therapist Interview

Interview an occupational, physical, or speech therapist about their procedures for assessing young children. What assessments tools do they use? 
	Required Assignments

Design an Achievement Test

The test will contain 4 multiple choice items, 6 true/false (binary) items, a set of matching items (at least 5) and one constructed response. 

Items should be unidimensional, be presented in logical flow, contain correct spelling and syntax, and follow direction for good test usability. 

A test key and grading guide for the constructed response must be included along with a grading scale. Test and answer key (including grading guide for the constructed response) must all be camera-ready.

Authentic Learning Task and Rubric

Design an authentic learning task you will ask students to complete in order to implement specific content/concepts from your "pretend" unit. 

Design a rubric that will appropriately assess the product outcome in terms of the content/concepts you have selected. One or two typed pages for the task and one typed page for the rubric.

Functional Behavioral Assessment:

We will be using a program of study that will teach you to do a FBA. The forms will be provided for you to do one of a child of your choice. A paper will accompany the FBA forms describing what you did and all pertinent data. This will be done in a group.

Interview a Teacher:

Interview a special education teacher who is using progress monitoring in her classroom. What is progress monitoring and how is the teacher using progress monitoring to inform his/her practice? Ask to see examples of the data that the teacher is collecting. Ask the teacher if you can use the data to share with the class telling her/him that all identifier information will be eliminated

Choice Assignments:

Cooperative Learning Task and Rubric

Plan a cooperative learning task for your unit. Determine the processes that you will teach to and assess during and after the cooperative learning activity. Clearly explain the cooperative task (grouping decisions, procedures, etc.).

Design a rubric that will assess the cooperative processes you are teaching to. This rubric could be completed by either the students or the teacher, or both.

High Stakes Standardized Testing Essay

Research high stakes standardized testing issues in education today. Review the kinds of standardized testing that happens in schools. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of high stakes standardized testing. Key research descriptors to use as you look for information:

school accountability

high-stakes testing

standards-based movement

use of test scores in schools

This essay should be a succinct look at the issues surrounding high-stakes standardized testing. You are not being asked to take a position on this, but rather to inform the reader. Length? As long as it takes.

Parent Conference Script

As a teacher, you will be asked to administer standardized achievement tests to your students, the PSSA's, the Terra Nova, the Standford Achievement and the like. Once the results are returned to the school, you may (probably will) receive a phone call from a parent asking for a conference appointment to discuss their child's test score results. The child is in your sixth grade class. You are to write a pretend dialogue with the parent using the script that follows:

Parent: Tell me about standardized tests and why are they given?

Your response:

Parent: You say that norms can be expressed in several ways. I see many different scores on my son's test report. What is a percentile rank and what is a stanine?

Your response: 

Parent: My son scored a grade equivalent of 8.5 in mathematics computation. What does that mean and should he be doing 8th grade work?

Your response:

Parent: How will these test results affect the grades he gets on his report card?

Your response:

IEP

Examine a current IEP. What are the goals? Objectives? What assessments are identified (be specific)? Are these formal? Informal? Why do you think these assessments were selected? Is there an obvious link between goals, objectives and assessments? Are assessment accommodations identified? Are alternatives presented? Critique the IEP and  propose possible improvements.

Parent Interview

Interview a parent regarding their views and experiences regarding assessment and the IEP process. How are they involved (or not involved) in assessment and IEP development? What advice do they have for new special educators? How would they strengthen the assessment and IEP process?
Error Analysis

Do an error analysis for a students’ mathematics work. Identify and analyze it according to one of the systems

Special Education Teacher Interview

Interview a special education teacher about testing adaptations for the Pennsylvania State Test. How are those adaptations decided upon for each student?

Environmental Assessment

Conduct an environmental assessment of a typical school setting (e.g. lunch room, gym, rest rooms, etc.) Identify the key sub-environments and skills needed to utilize this environment.

Academic Standardized Assessment

Conduct an academic assessment of your choice (provided by the instructor). You may use one of your fellow classmates if you cannot find a child to do this with. Fill out the protocol correctly. Write a brief report on the assessment and your findings.


Grading Scale
	94 or Above
	A
	90-93
	A-

	87-89
	B+
	84-86
	B

	80-83
	B-
	77-79
	C+

	74-76
	C
	70-73
	C-

	67-69
	D+
	64-66
	D

	60-63
	D-
	59 and below
	F
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The course will become interdisciplinary within the field, incorporating Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education, and Special Education techniques in Evaluation and Assessment and will replace the old 343 which was single discipline.





To cut down on redundancy and reflect the needs of classroom teachers working in inclusive classrooms.


























