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Course Revision

Course taken only by Majors

Course Title:__Social Studies for PreK-4____
Course Number: _EDUC 346          Date: __11-25-08
Nature

of

revision: 

Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?   □Yes   X No

     If Yes, indicate impact below:


Will the revisions have any impact on another department?   □Yes   X No

    If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department:


Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?   □Yes   X No

    If Yes, indicate resources needed for revision:


Signature of Sponsoring Chair:_______________________________ Date: _______________ 
 University of Scranton

Education Department

COURSE SYLLABUS


EDUC 346:  Social Studies for PreK-4
(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor:
Location:




Office & phone:

Credit Value:
3



Office hours:

E-mail:

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:

None

Course Description:

This course is designed to help teachers become knowledgeable of the state and national standards and thematic strands of social studies in the five overarching principles of citizenship, geography, history, economics, and civics/government.  This course focuses on developmentally appropriate practice for young learners in the PreK-4 student population.  

Required Texts/Readings:

Elementary Social Studies: A Practical Guide (With My Educational Lab), 7/E.  Chapin, June R. Allyn and Bacon, 2009

Additional materials provided by the instructor
Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA

(NAEYC)
	Assessments

	Students will be able to explain and demonstrate key concepts, main ideas and generalizations derived from validated research literature with the teaching of social studies in the early primary and primary grades
	SI

S2

D1
	I.A
I.C
	4a

4b

4c

4d
	Mid Term Exam

Essay Papers

And Teaching Demonstrations

	Students will be able to understand a unit framework, along with associated lessons and learning activities based upon knowledge of:

· Content

· Learning theory

· Students and Community

· NAEYC standards

· National Council for the Social Studies Standards

· Pennsylvania Department of Education Standards

· Validated research on integrated learning in early primary and primary level classrooms
	S1

DI
	I.A

1C’

1F
	4a

4b

4c

4d
	Standards Paper

Article Review

Web-based Assignments

Mid Term Exam



	Students will be able to select, implement and adapt effective social studies instructional methods, curriculum resources, technologies and child-initiated activities, in collaboration with other educators, to meet the needs of diverse and special needs learners in the early primary and primary level classroom.
	S1
S2

D1

D2
	I.F
	1a

1b

1c

5a
	Chapter Presentation

Mid Term Exam

Selected Assignments

	Students will effectively apply the principles and theories of child development
	D1

D2
	I.D.
	1a

1b

1c
	Mid Term Exam

Lesson Demo

Selected Assignments

	Students will demonstrate selected lessons based on:

· Early childhood education foundations, theory and policy
· Understanding of the use of technology to promote learning with young children.

· Understanding of methods of integration of the social studies with other areas of study in early primary and primary level classrooms.
	D1

D2
	I.G
	1a

1b

1c
	Lesson Demo

Lesson Plans



	Students will plan, implement and adapt, for all children, developmentally, culturally and linguistically appropriate instructional  strategies including

· The alignment of curriculum, instruction and assessment

· Convergent and divergent questioning strategies
	S2

D2
	I.I.
	1a

1b

1c

5e
	Lesson Plans

Unit Plan 

Lesson Demo

	Students will develop their own writing and presentation competencies.
	S1

D2
	II.B
	5c
	All Essay Assignments/ Class Discussion

	Students will demonstrate approaches  assessment in the social studies, including:

· Formative and summative assessment

· The purpose of assessments and progress monitoring in student evaluation

· Traditional and performance assessment
	D2


	III.G

III.M.
	3a

3b

3c

3d
	Assessment Assignment

	
	
	
	
	

	Students will demonstrate knowledge of social studies professional organizations and professional journals.
	
	III.D


	3.a

3.b
	All Submitted Papers




Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

1. ATTENDANCE AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT:

· Students in this course are preparing to become professional educators. With that in mind, it is expected that each student will be on time for every scheduled class and will conduct his/herself as a contributing member of the learning community. Unless an absence has been excused by the instructor, 5 points will be deducted from the students grade point total for the absence. See the assignment below concerning professionalism for more information on criteria and point values.
2. MAKE UP OF THE MID-TERM EXAM:

· Make-up exams will only be permitted in the most exceptional circumstances (e.g., illness, family emergency) and students may be asked to provide appropriate verification.  You must notify the instructor as soon as possible if you must miss an exam.  In all cases, the student must contact the instructor before the date of the exam.  

3. ON-TIME ASSIGNMENTS EXPECTED:

· It is expected that all assignments will be submitted on or before the due date and will show a high level of preparation and presentation that aligned to the associated assignment rubric. Late assignments will lose 5 points per day, unless a previous arrangement has been made with the instructor.

4. TECHNICAL QUALITY:

· All submitted assignments will have a title page that contains the student’s name, the assignment title, the course title and the date of submission. Assignments should be presented in 12 point Arial, Tahoma or New Times font and double-spaced. Multi-page documents must be stapled, not clipped and include pagination. References must be in APA format 

. 
5. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

· Cheating, plagiarism (submitting another person’s materials as one’s own), or doing work for another person which will receive academic credit are all impermissible and will result in a grade of 0 for the exam or assignment and will be reported to the academic dean’s office.  This includes the use of unauthorized books, notebooks, or other sources in order to secure or give help during an examination, the unauthorized copying of examinations, assignments, reports, or term papers, or the presentation of unacknowledged materials as if it were the student’s own work.

Assessment and Grading:

The final grade will be determined by the total points earned on each assignment and expectation. Up to 500 points can be earned. Note the point values below:

LISTS OF FIVE—BELIEFS


25 points

STANDARDS ESSAY


40 points

ARTICLE REVIEW



40 points

WEB-SOURCED UNIT PLANS

45 points

WEB-BASED RESOURCE SITES

40 points

MID-TERM EXAMINATION

50 points

CHAPTER PRESENTATION

40 points

3 ORIGINAL LESSON PLANS

90 points

ASSESSMENT SAMPLE      

40 points

LESSON DEMONSTRATION

50 points

PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR

40 points



TOTAL:


500 POINTS

A
460-500 points

A-
450-459 points

B+
440-449 points

B
400-439 points

B-
390-399 points

C+
380-389 points

C
340-379 points

C-
331-340 points

D+
321=330 points

D
300-320 points

F       
0-299 points


Specific Assignments:

The assignments noted offer specific directions and criteria. Students are advised to carefully review the rubric for each assignment that will be provided by the instructor to learn of the specific criteria and expectations. Assignment due dates are noted on the Class Schedule and below, as well.

Assignment: LISTS OF FIVE

Using the template provided by the instructor, develop “lists of five” that reflect your beliefs on teaching and learning in the early primary and primary grades, with a focus on the social studies.  After the lists are constructed, note how previous course work and other learning or practical experiences have affected those beliefs.


You can earn up to 25 points for this assignment.  Due on:

Assignment:  STANDARDS ESSAY

Construct an essay that does not exceed four pages that identifies and reflects upon the similarities and differences between the NCSS Standards and the Pennsylvania Academic Standards.  Explain how each set of standards, along with knowledge of the key premises identified by the NAEYC, would influence your teaching of social studies in the primary level classroom.

You can earn up to 40 points for this assignment.  Due on:

Assignment:   ARTICLE REVIEW

Select an issue related to the teaching of the social studies in a primary level classroom. Select an article from a scholarly journal that offers research and ideas related to your selected issue.

State the issue at the start of you assignment submission. Then, write a review of the article that does not exceed three pages that succinctly and thoroughly summarizes the article and discusses how the research and ideas presented serves to address the issue that you have posed and also offers your own ideas to address the issue.  Attach a copy of the article with your submission.

You can earn up to 40 points for this assignment.

Assignment:  WEB-SOURCED UNIT PLANS

Conduct a web search of sites that offer excellent models of interdisciplinary unit for primary classrooms that involve the social studies. Taking what you believe is the best of these models. Write a one page critique of the unit and, at an assigned class session present your critique and a handout that shows the unit framework from the website to your classmates in a brief presentation that aligns to the rubric given you by the instructor. Be sure to have a handout for each class member.

You can earn up to 45 points for this assignment.

Assignment: WEB-BASED RESOURCE SITES

Locate at least ten websites in the social studies content area that would inform your teaching in a primary level classroom. The list of websites should include the name, the URL, a description and a brief evaluation of the content presented in each. Also, note briefly two excellent and useful strategies and ideas that you gained from your exploration of the websites. After your assignment is submitted to the instructor, e-mail it to each of your classmates.

You can earn up to 40 points for this assignment.

Assignment:  MID-TERM EXAMINATION

A mid-term examination will include all readings, classroom activities, assignments and discussions of to the point of administration. The format will include, but not be limited to, objective style and essay questions.

You can earn up to 50 points on this assessment.

Assignment:  CHAPTER PRESENTATION

You will be assigned one chapter from the text to present to the class. Your chapter will be both complex and comprehensive. After reading the entire chapter, select a topic within that offers the most practical value for the class and summarize it in a power point presentation. The topic should be one that contributes to your classmates' knowledge and skills with strategies for teaching the social studies in a primary classroom. Be sure to infuse a few discussion questions into your power point. During your presentation, try to engage your classmates in a discussion. You instructor will assist you and also widen the discussion to other aspects of the chapter. It is important, then, for all students to read the whole chapter.

Also prepare a one page handout for classmates that summarizes the key points of your presentation. E-mail your power-point presentation to the instructor at least 24 hours before the class where you will present. 

You can earn up to 40 points for this assignment.

Assignment: THREE ORIGINAL LESSON PLANS:

Using criteria and information provided in class by the instructor, construct three lesson plans that demonstrate your knowledge of the teaching of integrated subject areas, including the social studies, in a primary level classroom.

The lessons should be original, though you can obtain ideas from a variety of professional sources. Be sure not to submit someone else’s plan or a plan from a website, as they are easy to spot.

You can earn up to 90 points for this assignment, 30 points for each lesson plan.

Assignment:  ASSESSMENT SAMPLE:

Using the unit that you selected to share with the class as your base, create a both a traditional and performance assessment sample. The performance sample should contain a scoring rubric.

You can earn up to 40 points for this assignment.

Assignment:  LESSON DEMONSTRATION

Select one of the three lessons that you constructed to present to the class. In your presentation, show all materials that you will use and select a portion of the lesson to demonstrate that shows how you promote active involvement and how integration of subject areas is carried out.

You can earn up to 50 points for this assignment.

Assignment:  PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR

Come on time and fully prepared for every class session having done the readings and assignments. Contribute to the quality of class discussion at each session. Contribute to the quality of the class environment with your professional demeanor and behavior.

You can earn up to 40 points for this assignment.
Class Schedule:
	Week #
	Course Topic
	Required Readings & Assignment Due Dates



	1
	Course Introduction/Expectations

Assignments and Rubrics

Overview of the Elementary Social Studies Curriculum
	

	2
	Key Issues with Delivering the Elementary Social Studies Curriculum to Primary Aged Children
	Chapin: Chapter 1

	3
	Planning for Primary Grades Social Studies Instruction: Units, Lessons, Goals, Standards, Integration of Subject Areas
	Chapin: Chapter 2

	4
	Planning: Continued
	Chapin: Chapter 2

Instructor Provided Readings

	5
	Instructional Strategies
	Chapin: Chapter 3

Instructor Provided Readings

	6
	Instructional Strategies
	Chapin:  Chapter 3

	7
	Assessment
	Chapin:  Chapter 4

	8
	Linking Social Studies and Literacy
	Chapin:  Chapter 10

Mid Term Exam

	9
	Linking Social Studies and Literacy
	Chapin Chapter 10

	10
	Helping Primary Students to Interpret History
	Chapin:  Chapter 5

	11
	Teaching Geography to Primary Students
	Chapin:  Chapter 6

	12
	Teaching Economics to Primary Students

Teaching Demonstrations by Students
	Chapin: Chapter 7

	13
	Teaching Civic Education to Primary Students

Teaching Demonstrations by Students
	Chapin:  Chapter 8

	14
	Helping All of Our Diverse Students

Teaching Demonstrations by Students
	Chapin:  Chapter 9

	15
	Teaching Demonstrations by Students

Putting it All Together

Course Closure
	Readings provided by Instructor


Expanded Readings:

Brophy, Jere. (2008)  Social Studies Excursions K-3. Heinemann.
Cooper, J.M. (2005). Classroom Teaching Skills. 8th Edition. Boston. Houghten Mifflin.

Gandy, S.K. (2005)  Teaching Social Studies on a Shoestring.  Social Education  69(2), 

98-101.

Perkins, D. (1999)  The Many Faces of Constructivism. Educational Leadership, 57(3), 6-11,
McCabe, P.P. (2003)  Working with the Textbook; How to Enhance Student Motivation. Social Education., 67(5), 274-280.

Schreiber, Joan. Using Children’s Books in Social Studies: Early Childhood Through Primary Grades. (2006) National Council for the Social Studies.
Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Evans, J., et. al., Women's Involvement in Educational Psychology Journals from 1976 to 2004. Educational 
Psychology Review v. 17 no. 3 (September 2005) p. 263-71

Hanich, L. B., et. al., The Relevance of Educational Psychology in Teacher Education Programs. The Clearing House v. 78 no. 5 (May/June 2005) p. 189-91

Knapp, N. F. "They're Not All Like Me!" The Role of Educational Psychology in Preparing Teachers for Diversity. The Clearing House v. 78 no. 5 (May/June 2005) p. 202-6

Ormrod, J. E. Using Student and Teacher Artifacts as Case Studies in Educational Psychology. The Clearing House v. 
78 no. 5 (May/June 2005) p. 213-17

Paulus, T. M., et. al., Learning Through Dialogue: Online Case Studies in Educational Psychology. Journal of Technology and Teacher Education v. 14 no. 4 (2006) p. 731-54

Seifert, K. Learning about Peers: A Missed Opportunity for Educational Psychology. The Clearing House v. 78 no. 5 (May/June 2005) p. 239-43

Teng, Y., et. al., Using Blackboard in an Educational Psychology Course to Increase Pre-service Teachers' Skills and Confidence in Technology Integration [computer file]. Journal of Interactive Online Learning v. 3 no. 4 
(Spring 2005) p. 1-12
Verdi, M. P., et. al., Teaching Educational Psychology in an Online Environment. The 
Clearing House v. 78 no. 5 
(May/June 2005) p. 235-8

Home Dean:  □ CAS    X CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








Change in the course name and description from Social-Studies Methods to Social Studies for PreK-4 to focus on students in the preschool environment through fourth grade.    


Change in the course description - The current course description reads as follows: The course is designed to provide the elementary major with a knowledge of the child’s needs in the social sciences and the humanities.  Planning for the instructional strategies used in teaching history, geography and economics are examined.  





The proposed new course description would read as follows: This course is designed to help teachers become knowledgeable of the state and national standards and thematic strands of social studies in the five overarching principles of citizenship, geography, history, economics, and civics/government.  This course focuses on developmentally appropriate practice for young learners in the PreK-4 student population.  














Focusing on developmentally appropriate learning for children in grades PreK-4, this proposal will result in course objectives that prepare students for teaching social studies concepts to young learners in the PreK-4 student population.  The previous course name and description addressed children from Kindergarten through sixth grade (5 to 12 years old).  This course addresses the young learner in the PreK-4 grade (0 to 9 years old).  





























