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Course Revision

Course taken only by Majors

Course Title:__EDUC 351____________________________________
Course Number: _Methods across the Integrated Curriculum, PreK-1          

Date: __11-25-08
Nature

of

revision: 

Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?   □Yes   X No

     If Yes, indicate impact below:


Will the revisions have any impact on another department?   □Yes   X No

    If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department:

   

Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?   □Yes   X No

    If Yes, indicate resources needed for revision:

   

Signature of Sponsoring Chair:_______________ Date: _______________ 
University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus
EDUC 351 Methods across the Integrated Curriculum, PreK-1

(Semester, Year)

Class Day, Time:



Instructor:
Location:




Office & phone:

Credit Value:




Office hours:

E-mail:

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.






University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v
Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites:


EDUC 344 Social Studies in PreK-4

EDUC 346 Science in PreK-4

Necessary clearances: Child Abuse, Criminal Record, FBI Fingerprint
Course Description:

Best practices in pedagogy for PreK-1 classrooms, including developmentally appropriate practices, play, authentic performance, and technology, informs part of this course.  Another part of the course allows students to engage in 60-hours of instructor-supervised practical experience in a PreK-1 classroom.  
Required Texts/Readings:


Gestwicki, C. (2007) Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Curriculum and Development in Early Education. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning.
Course Objectives and Student Assessments:
	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	NAEYC
	Assessments

	1. Implement multiple approaches to learning, creating environments that are educationally-focused, respectful, supportive and challenging for all children
	S-2

D-2

S-3

D-3
	I.C.1

I.C.2

*II.A.1
	1

4
	~ Learning environment PowerPoint

~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal 

  

	2. Demonstrate an understanding of Physical and Motor Development(stages of physical growth, gross and fine motor skills)
	D-2

D-3
	I.C.7
	1
	~ Learning environment PowerPoint

~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	3. Identify the role and value of play, games and sports in child development and learning
	S-1

D-1

S-2

D-2

D-3


	I.C.9
	1

4
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	4. Demonstrate knowledge and understand of the multiple influences on development and learning
	S-1

D-1

S-3

D-3
	I.C.11
	1

4
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	5. Demonstrate proficiency with PA’s Early Learning Standards
	S-1

D-1
	I.F.
	4

5
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	6. Demonstrate understanding of the way in which classroom environments influence children’s learning
	S-2

D-2
	I.G.
	4
	~ Learning environment PowerPoint

~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	7. Plan, implement and adapt developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate instructional practices and strategies
	S-1

D-1

S-3

D-3
	I.I.
	1

4
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	8. Develop, implement, assess and modify the integrated curriculum and lessons in language development, math, social studies, science, fine arts and humanities, and motor development and health
	S-1

D-1

S-3

D-3
	II.A-G

*II.E.1-2

*IV.A

*IV.B.3-5

*IV.C-D

*IV.F.1

*IV.G,I,M
	3

4
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	9. Identify, administer, interpret, and plan instruction based on assessment components in the PA Academic Standards and PA ELS
	S-1


	III.A-E

*V.G,H,J-L

**II.H2-3
	3

4

5
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	10. Implement approaches to child assessment
	D-2

D-3
	III.F-R

**II.B1,3
	3
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	11. Apply understanding of children and families diversity
	D-4
	IV.B,C,D,F,G

**I.B.5-6
	2

5
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal

	12. Understand the value of and strategies for creating a community of learners
	S-4
	V.A,B,E-T
	5
	~ Lesson plans for PreK-1

~ Field experiences

~ Reflective field journal


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

1.
Attendance Policy:  Attendance and promptness is expected at all class meetings.  

2.
Assignments:  Assignments are expected to be completed accurately and submitted when due.

a.
Research and theory paper – Consider the five curricular models presented.  Research the models further, using articles from at least five professional resources.  Compare and contrast the approaches to: (1) explore how each the children’s language and culture to the early childhood program; and, (2) consider which elements of each program fit your own educational philosophy.  Be ready to share your reflections with the class.

b.
Binder of lesson plans – During the pedagogy part of the course, create a binder to hold lesson plans that will be used during the practical experience part of the course.  Contents of the binder will include:

1.
A mini-unit containing at least five lessons that integrate content in a meaningful, developmentally appropriate, and intentional way. 

2.
Samples of the following types of lesson plans:


~~ direct instruction


~~ guided inquiry


~~ cooperative learning


~~ differentiated instruction


~~ technology


~~ culturally/linguistically sensitive

3.
Lesson plans developed during the practical experience part of the course.


c.
A reflective journal of field experiences 

Grading:

94 – 100% = A



77 – 79% = C+

90 – 93%   = A-



74 – 76% = C

87 – 89%  = B+



70 – 73% = C-

84 – 86%  = B



65 – 69% = D

80 – 83%  = B-



64% and below = F

Class Schedule:

Week



Topic

1 Defining Developmentally Appropriate Practice and the Integrated Curriculum

a.
Exploring the Montessori Approach 

2 Understanding Play: Its Importance in Developmentally Appropriate Practices and the Integrated Curriculum

a.
Exploring the Bank Street Approach 

3 Planning the Developmentally Appropriate and Integrated Curriculum

a.
Exploring the Reggio Emilia Approach 

4 Developmentally Appropriate and Integrated Physical Environments (Infants/Toddlers, Preschool, Primary-Age)

a.
Exploring the High/Scope Approach 

5 Developmentally Appropriate and Integrated Social/Emotional Environments

a.
Helping Families Understand Developmentally Appropriate Practice

6 Developmentally Appropriate and Integrated  Cognitive/Language/Literacy Environments

a.
Exploring the Creative Curriculum Approach 

7 Steps Toward More Developmentally Appropriate and Integrated Practice

8-15 Instructor-supervised practical field experience in a PreK-1 environment (60 hours)

Bibliography/Expanded Readings:

Adams, S., & Baronberg, J. (2005). Promoting positive behavior: Guidance strategies for early childhood settings. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
Bredekamp, S., & Copple, C. (Eds.) 1997). Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood programs. Revised Edition. Washington, D.C.: NAEYC.

Fromberg, D. (2002) Play and meaning in early childhood education. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Greenman, J., & Stonehouse, A. (1996). Prime time: A handbook for excellence in infant and toddler programs. St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press.
Gonzalez-Mena, J. (2004). Diversity in early care and education: Honoring differences (4th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.
Kagan, S. (1990). Children’s play: The journey from theory to practice.  In E. Klugman & S. Smilansky (Eds.), Children’s play and learning: Perspectives and policy implications (pp. 43-61).  New York: Teachers’ College Press.

Newberger, J. (1997). New brain development research – A wonderful window of opportunity to build public support for early childhood education. Young Children, 53(4), 4-9.

Sluss, D., (2005). Supporting play: Birth through age 8. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning.
Vygotsky, L. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes. Cambridge, MA: HJarvard University Press.

Wien, C.A. (2004). Negotiating standards in the primary classroom: The teacher’s dilemma. New York: Teachers College Press.
Home Dean:  □ CAS    X CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








Change in the course name and description from Methods Across the ECE Curriculum to Methods Across the Integrated Curriculum, PreK-1 to focus on students in the preschool environment through first grade.    


Change in the course description - The current course description reads as follows: This course is designed to explore methods for integrating a primary curriculum to include social studies content, literature and language arts, as well as the expressive arts.  An integrated curriculum which invites children to become involved in a variety of creative activities and learning situations will be stressed.    





The proposed new course description would read as follows: Best practices in pedagogy for PreK-1 classrooms, including developmentally appropriate practices, play, authentic performance, and technology, informs part of this course.  Another part of the course allows students to engage in 60-hours of instructor-supervised practical experience in a PreK-1 classroom.  

















This course used to be an integrated methods course for language arts, social studies, and the expressive arts for early childhood education (PreK-3).  The revised course has a broader focus for a narrower student population (PreK-1) that integrates all of the content areas (science, social studies, math, language arts, etc.) through developmentally appropriate methodology including play, authentic performance and technology.  





























