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New Course Proposal

Course Title: 

Borderlands Writing
Course Number:
ENLT 251
 Date Of Initial Offering:  
Fall 07 (pilot)
Rationale for


Course level:

Both the Writing Intensive designation & the

relatively specialized reading list indicate that
the intended audience for this course is the

intermediate (200-level) student.

Credit Hours:      3

Format:   Lecture

Frequency: 
  Alternate years 

Prerequisites:     ENLT with a number between 120 & 179; completion 
 

  of the Written Comm. requirement.

Rationale for

pre-requisites:    These are standard for 200-level Writing Intensive
  courses in our department.
Catalog 

Description:
 An introduction to Latino/a literature of the US


 southwest and the US southeast. Each location


 represents a type of border culture, US/Mexican in the


 southwest and US/Cuban in the southeast. Discussions


 and assignments will explore the cultural role of women,


 nation-states and nationalism, violence, healing


 practices, spirituality, and sexual identity.
Similar courses being offered / Extent of overlap:
Some overlap w/ LIT 205 & 207;
  





this course is more narrowly focused.
Characteristics :
Major elective 

requesting CL, D, & W designations
will be submitted to CCC December 07


Interdisciplinary:  No 
   Team Teaching:   No 

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: No
Home College: College of Arts & Sciences

Attachments:
  
X   Syllabus with objectives

X  Description of readings, papers, etc.




X    Assessment / evaluation-based course improvement mechanisms
New Course Proposal:

Request: Approval of new English Literature course and GE designations CL, D, and W* 

1.0 Course Title and Brief Description:


Title: ENLT 251: Borderlands Writings


Course Description: 

An introduction to Latino/a literature of the US southwest and the US southeast. Each location represents a type of border culture, US/Mexican in the southwest and US/Cuban in the southeast. Discussions and assignments will explore the cultural role of women, nation-states and nationalism, violence, healing practices, spirituality, and sexual identity.

2.0 Course Objectives:

· Through the examination of various texts, students will gain an understanding and facility in discussing how the concerns of ethnicity, race, class, and gender/sexuality affect distinct communities of the Latino/a population
· Students will demonstrate knowledge of cultures different from their own in their verbal and written assignments
· Students will address historical contexts of works discussed in class
· Students will use critical terminology of the field and give examples drawn from literary works discussed in class
· Students will be able to identify how the literary texts fit major genres and/or movements
· In a variety of in-class and take-home assignments, students will write and revise a minimum of 5,000 words.    
· Students will develop their abilities in verbal and written expression by completing various writing assignments (in-class and take-home) and by participating in class discussions of the reading materials
3.0 List of Topics to be Addressed in the Course:


Topics: A sample list might include: 

· the relationship between woman and nation 
· the issues of gender/sexuality and class
· the fluidity of identity and culture
· the relationship between the nation-state and violence 
· the impact of religious practices and their ties to healing practices
Texts: It is the nature of this class to have a varied and changing reading list. The following is a list of the reading materials assigned for this class in the Fall 2007 semester. With the exception of Borderlands, this list will most likely change each time the class is offered:

Borderlands by Gloria Anzaldua, Aunt Lute Books

So Far From God by Ana Castillo, Plume Book 
Memory Mambo by Achy Obejas, Cleis Press 

Miraculous Day of Amalia Gomez by John Rechy, Grove Press

In Search of Bernabe by Graciela Limon, Arte Publico Press

The Aguero Sisters by Cristina Garcia, One World

excerpts from: Harvest of Empire by Juan Gonzalez



Spared Angola by Virgil Suarez



Woman Hollering Creek by Sandra Cisneros


We came all the way from Cuba, so you could dress like this? 










by Achy Obejas

4.0 Brief List of Assignments:

· Students will read one critical text, an estimated five novels, and various shorter selections (essays, memoir excerpts, and short stories).
· Students will complete daily to almost daily in-class writing assignments about the readings due for the day’s discussion.
· Students will be expected to participate in class discussion on a daily basis.
· There will be two essay exams: a midterm and a final.
· There will be anywhere from two to four major writing assignments based on in-class discussion of the reading materials and also based on the topics and issues covered in class.
As students read various “Borderlands” texts, they will begin to articulate how factors of race, class, gender/sexuality, and ethnicity affect segments of the Latina/o community and the overall issues of identity and culture. Then they will be able to examine the literary expression and value of these issues in both their written and oral assignments.

5.0 Evaluation:

Exact evaluation of assignments will vary each time the course is offered; breakdown of grading will be dependent on what texts and assignments the professor chooses for the class. However, a rough estimation of the evaluation of course work follows:


Two to four essays:

50%


Midterm:


15%


In-class writing exercises:
20%


Final: 



15%






Total: 100% of possible grade

6.0 Prerequisites:

As per the undergraduate catalog guidelines, the prerequisite for all 200 level ENLT courses is ENLT 140 or the equivalent; certification of written skills competency.

7.0 Course Level:

Course should be on 200 level because some previous study and written analysis of prose is expected and beneficial to students undertaking this course. 
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Course Description:

In Borderlands, Gloria Anzaldua provides the following definitions of borders and borderlands: 
Borders are set up to define the places that are safe and unsafe, to distinguish us from them. A border is a dividing line, a narrow strip along a steep edge. A borderland is a vague and undetermined place created by the emotional residue of an unnatural boundary. It is in a constant state of transition. The prohibited and forbidden are its inhabitants. (3)

Anzaldua’s description is predicated on the physical locations in and around the US/Mexico border, but it can lend itself to other geographical areas where two cultures grate against each and bleed (3), subsequently forming a third culture, a border culture which is always changing. Inhabitants of the borderlands, those who live and thrive in a constant state of change, are considered especially dangerous and thus are often endangered. 

This course is designed to analyze and discuss literature of the US southwest (California & New Mexico) and the US southeast (Florida). Each of these locations, due to political, social, and cultural ties and divisions, represents a type of border culture, US/Mexican in the southwest and US/Cuban in the southeast. This class explores the historical and cultural connections amongst all of these texts by focusing on reoccurring topics such as the cultural role of women in these communities, the impact of international military conflicts, domestic violence, healing practices and illness, the utility of religion/spirituality, and sexual identity. These common issues serve to unify borderlands writings through its complexities. Special attention will be paid to women’s experiences and stories from the borderlands that address their struggle with modes of patriarchal authority and institutional structures of power in the medical field and religion. Focus will also be given to how these US Latina/o communities are tied inextricably, in terms of history and culture, to their Latin American countries of origin, especially when these countries are involved in military conflicts. Also, this course will tackle the question of placing borderlands literature with the canon of American literature.  How does borderlands writings contribute to the diversity and intellectual distinctiveness/integrity of American literature?

Aims:

1.1 To read various fictional texts of Latina/o literatures with attention paid to cultural 

and historical contexts 

1.2 To form strong, effective, and clear thesis statements and essays about these 
literatures

1.3 To trace and discuss common and significant themes and topics within these literary 
texts
Required Texts:

We will be reading from six texts, handouts, and library reserves in this class. I expect each student to have his or her own copy of each of these texts, so that he or she will bring these texts to class every day there is a reading due. Students are to have their own copies of all texts so that they can write and underline in them as much as they please. This type of active reading and note-taking will be vital when completing exams and essay assignments. If you do not use the bookstore to get your books, please try to get the same edition of each text that the bookstore has in stock. 

Borderlands by Gloria Anzaldua, Aunt Lute Books
So Far From God by Ana Castillo, Plume Book 
Memory Mambo by Achy Obejas, Cleis Press 

Miraculous Day of Amalia Gomez by John Rechy, Grove Press
In Search of Bernabe by Graciela Limon, Arte Publico Press

The Aguero Sisters by Cristina Garcia, One World
Required Writing Assignments: 

There will be three short essays (five-six pages each) and two essay exams (a midterm and a final). The topics for all of these assignments and tests will come from class discussions. All assignments must address the topic selection and requirements of the writing and exam prompts I give out in class. Essays must follow MLA format; this requirement means that all essays should feature the following elements: double-spaced lines, 12 point Times New Roman font (or some other reasonable font style and size), 1-1.25 inch margins all around, numbered pages, a proper heading, and a title. When length and other requirements are not met, the essay’s grade will be penalized. 
You can revise one of your essays, but you must meet with me before you begin revising your essay. When turning in your revision, you must also turn in your original essay and a brief description as to how you revised your essay: what did you add on, take away, or reorganize in your writing and why.    

When handing-in final essays, please hand them in at the beginning of class on the day they are due, and in person. Doing otherwise may deem your essay late; such work will be dropped one half letter grade for every day they are late. 

There will also be in-class writing assignments that will be given sporadically throughout the semester in order to ensure that the class is keeping up with the reading.  

Assignment Breakdown:

Essay #1: 100 pts.

Essay #2: 150 pts.

Essay #3: 200 pts.

Midterm: 150 pts.

Final: 200 pts. 

In-class writings: 200pts.


Grading Scale:

A: 95-100

A-: 94-90

B+: 89-87

B: 86-84

B-: 83-80

C+: 79-77

C: 76-74

C-: 73-70

D+: 69-67

D: 66-64

D-: 63-60

F: Below 60 points

Attendance and Assignment Policies:
The success of a literature depends upon its students primarily. You must come to class every time we are in session, and you must come to class prepared (having done the reading and writing assignments for the day’s class and with the necessary books). If you come to class unprepared, I can mark you absent for the day as you cannot participate in class discussion or activities. Of course, there are days when we are not well; therefore, you are allowed 2 absences. (I make no distinction between excused or unexcused absences.) More than 2 absences can endanger your grade or even the possibility of passing the class at all. Despite completing all the written work, you can still fail this class for excessive absences. Moreover, since 20% of your grade (outside of exams) depends on in-class work that cannot be made up, excessive absences almost necessarily entails failure of the class. Let me emphasize: missed in-class work cannot be made up.     
Please note: when class discussion is lagging, I will call upon students, so be forewarned. 

If you cannot help being absent to class, I expect you to inform me of your absence beforehand and to find out what you missed in class. You can get up-to-date by having a classmate’s email.  

All students should have hard copies and digital copies (outside of a computer’s hard-drive) of all work turned into me. All students should also keep all work handed back to them in a secure location in case of unforeseen circumstances. Keeping track of your academic progress is both of our responsibilities.
Overall, please feel free to see me or contact me with your questions, issues, and concerns about the class. I am here to help make your college experience a successful one.
Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence:

The Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence (CTLE) is located in the Harper-McGinnis Wing (5th floor) of St. Thomas Hall and is there for students to take part of its services. The CTLE provides peer tutoring, a writing center, reading services, online tutorials and workshops, and accommodations for students with special needs. Please feel free and be encouraged to contact the CTLE if you feel its services can enhance your learning experience at the University of Scranton (570-941-4038).

Students with Disabilities: 







 

In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.
Academic Code of Honesty: 

All students enrolled at the University of Scranton should be familiar with this institution’s academic code of honesty. It is available in the Student Handbook, in the deans’ offices, and on the web at www.scranton.edu/student_handbook. Specifically for the purposes of this class, any attempts at plagiarism (the act of passing off someone else’s words and ideas as your own-whether intentional or not- is considered plagiarism) will be dealt with harshly within the department and possibly with the dean of the college and the Academic Dishonesty Hearing Board. Those students in violation of the honesty code will receive failing grades and possibly face other disciplinary actions.          

Classroom Etiquette:

1) All communication / music devices must be turned off and put away for the duration of class. (If this is not possible, please inform me of why during the first week of class.)

2) Come to class prepared with the day’s assignments completed and with the   required books.

3) Listen to the instructor and each other.

4) Do not read other materials or do other work in this class.

5) Do not listen to lecture or participate in discussion with your head on your desk. 

Latin American Studies Concentration (LASC):
The Latin American Studies Concentration is designed to advance students’ awareness and understanding of Latin America. It seeks to provide both broad, general knowledge of the entire Latin American region, and in-depth knowledge of specific countries, regional groupings of countries, and cultures both dominant and marginal. The concentration is open to all majors and it consists of courses from a variety of disciplines with a primary focus on Latin America. These courses fulfill general education requirements in the Humanities area (Foreign Languages and History), the Social Sciences area (Political Science), and some of them also carry cultural diversity and writing intensive credit. Please see the instructor if interested.
Films connected to the content of the class:                                                               LASC will show four movies during Fall 2007 in Brennan 228 at 7:30PM. Each deals with the theme of "borderlands," in honor of LASC's latest course addition: ENLT 284 ("Borderlands Writings"). Attendance at these screenings is not mandatory but highly advisable.
1. Wednesday, Sept. 12: "Sin dejar Huella"


2. Thursday, Oct. 4: "Mi Familia"

3. Wednesday, Oct. 31: "Old Gringo"



4. Tuesday, December 4: "La Frontera"
** In addition to the reading and writing assignments listed here, I may ask students to view one or two films outside of class. If I do assign these films, I will make them available on the library reserves.

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms

For course proposal: ENLT 255 Borderlands Writings

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement processes thus far:

In the Fall 2007 semester, I am teaching Borderlands Writings as a special topics course for the first time. However, though the semester is not concluded, I already have ideas as to how I would change the format of reading and writing assignments.  I started this semester by assigning various excerpts and handouts addressing the cultural and historical specifics of the Mexican-American and Cuban-American communities and literatures. We then moved to reading Gloria Anzaldua’s landmark critical text Borderlands in order to get a clear definition of this borderlands concept. Consequently, the class did not complete reading a major literary work until the beginning of October. This reading schedule upset the potential content and timing for the midterm and essay assignments. For example, the class had to go from three, shorter essay assignments to two, longer essay assignments.  

The next time I offer this course, I plan to reorganize the readings in the following order: 1) the excerpts and handouts on the Mexican-American community and literature 2) the initial chapter in Anzaldua’s text 3) major works of Mexican-American literature 4) the excerpts and handouts on the Cuban-American community and literature and then 5) major works of Cuban-American literature. While the class is reading the major works, the rest of the chapters in Anzaldua’s text will be assigned in conjunction with these works; therefore, the class will be linked back constantly to the central concept of borderlands in the novels read. Also, this rescheduling should facilitate the timing and content of the class’s major writing assignments and exams. Furthermore, rescheduling the excerpts and handouts on the Cuban-American community and literature will help keep these historical and cultural specific details fresh in the students’ minds when they approach the major works of Cuban-American literature. One current aspect of the course that would be unchanged is the in-class writing assignments; for this semester, one such assignment is scheduled for each novel and that strategy has been working well. I also am not likely to change the texts assigned in the near future, for they have furnished productive topics for discussion.             

Although the changes appear radical and substantial, this rescheduling is not to suggest that this class has been hindered by its current syllabus. In my evaluation, this class has been a very successful experience where professor and students often have enlightened each other equally with thoughtful comments and questions. 









