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New Course

Course Title: 
Classics of Western Literature I 
Course Number:  
ENLT 323J  

Date Of Initial Offering:  Spring
2011

Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours:  3  Format:  [√] lecture  ( lab  [√] other: discussion 
Frequency: [x] annual  ( each semester (alternate years  
Prerequisites: 
1) PHIL 217J (or completion of the GE Skills Acquisition Requirement for Writing and Public Speaking); 

2) SJLA status or permission of the instructor. 
Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)

Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University

Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply): 
[NB: SJLA Program Requirement]


        Major:
(  Required

[√]  Elective  
        GE :
(  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC  (  Area Free only











Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   ( NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
( NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO [√]YES      SJLA [See exceptions above at Rationale.] 
Home College:   [√] CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
· Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics [appendix 1 attached]
· Description of readings/papers/projects/examinations [appendix 2 attached]
· Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms [appendix 3 attached]
Other attachment:

· Letter from Dr. Daniel Haggerty. [appendix 4 attached]
ENLT 323J, Appendix 1, Syllabus and Schedule, page 1 of 2

ENLT 323J: Classics of Western Literature I, 
Spring 2011, T/R 1 PM
Stephen Whittaker
Sample Syllabus

This course satisfies one half of the SJLA program’s literature requirement and can be counted as an advanced ENLT course for English majors and others.  Non SJLA students must get permission to register from the instructor. Prerequisites for the course are, for the SJLA student, completion of the SJLA writing requirement, and, for the non SJLA student, a 200 level ENLT course is strongly recommended.
In this course we will take a series of detailed core samples from three of the richest and most complex literary fields: Classical Greece, Renaissance England, and Post-Colonial Ireland and America.  We will read a few writers very intensely.  Students will be evaluated on their contribution to class discussion, on regular reading quizzes, on formal papers, on several oral/performance projects, and on a mid‑term and final exam.  The reading list will take us into the three major creative genres, with heavy emphasis on epic narrative and drama. Readings have been selected with an eye to exploring Plato’s equation of the developments of the individual, the family, and society, with all that this implies for issues of gender, culture, and freedom.

Please get the following books (The book of Ruth, 900-500 BC, from the Bible will be supplied in class.):

Homer 

Odyssey


1,278-700 BC



Aeschylus 
The Oresteia


458 BC



Shakespeare 
Hamlet



1599-1601



Shakespeare
Much Ado about Nothing
1599


Joyce

Dubliners


1914


Morrison 
A Mercy


2008



Grades will be calculated roughly as follows:
2/8 based on 3 oral presentations/performances.

2/8 based on 2 formal essays.

1/8 based on the mid‑term exam.

1/8 based on the final exam.

2/8 based on class participation (attendance, class discussion, and quizzes).

The readings are challenging but I will presume only a little in the way of student preparation.  Concepts, history, and critical orientations will be developed in class as needed.  I expect intense and enthusiastic engagement with the material and with the classroom.  I expect to see your very best writing early and better later. Formal writing for undergraduate literature courses in the English department should follow Modern Language Association guidelines, as found for example in the current edition of Joseph Gibaldi's MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, available in the campus bookstore.

NB:  You cannot pass this course if you omit any major assignment, if you miss more than 300 minutes of class, or if you submit the writing or ideas of others as your own.  Further, if you miss a pop‑quiz, you flunk it, excepting only the case where you notify me ahead of time of a valid excuse for missing class.  Also, out of class themes must be typed and I do not accept late papers.
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ENLT 323J

 Spring 2011 Calendar
(TR 1/ Whittaker)

Monday


Tuesday


Wednesday
Thursday


Friday


	j 31

	f 1 
Introduction

Book of Ruth
	f 2

	f 3
Homer’s Odyssey
	f 4


	f 7

	f 8
Odyssey
	f 9

	f 10 

Odyssey
	f 11      



	f 14

	f 15
Odyssey
	f 16

	f 17
Odyssey
	f 18



	f 21

	f 22 

Odyssey



	f 23

	f 24 

Oresteia 

Aeschylus Intro
	f 25


	f 28

	m 1 

Oresteia 

Aeschylus Intro
	m 2


	m 3 

Oresteia
Agamemnon

	m 4



	m 7


	m 8 

Oresteia

Agamemnon
	m 9


	m 10 

Oresteia 
Libation Bearers
	m 11



	m 14


	m 15 

Oresteia

Eumenides
	m 16


	m 17 

Mid Term Exam
	m 18

Semester Midpoint



	m 21

Spring Break
	m 22

Spring Break
	m 23

Spring Break
	m 24

Spring Break
	m 25

Spring Break

	m 28

Mid Term Grades Due by noon 
	m 29 

Shakespeare’s
Hamlet
	m 30

	m 31
Hamlet


	a 1
Esprit Deadline

	a 4

	a 5

Shakespeare’s Much Ado about Nothing
	a 6

	a 7
Much Ado about

Nothing
	a 8


	a 11

	 a 12 
Joyce’s Dubliners
“The Sisters”
	a 13


	a 14 

Dubliners stories 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6
	a 15



	a 18


	a 19 

Dubliners stories 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11
	a 20


	a 21 

Easter Break
	a 22

Easter Break

	a 25

Easter Break

	a 26 

Dubliners

stories 12, 13, & 14
	a 27


	a 28 

Dubliners

“The Dead”
	a 29

	 m 2


	m 3

Morrison’s 

A Mercy
	m 4


	m 5

A Mercy
	m 6



	m 9

Last Week Begins


	m 10

A Mercy


	m 11


	m 12

A Mercy
	m 13

Last day of Class



	m 16

Final Exams begin
	m 17


	m 18
	m 9
	m 10

Final Exams and Semester End


Oral presentations and major essays will be scheduled independently.

The Final Exam will take place the time and date announced by Registrar.

Final Grades Due May 23, 3 p.m.  Grad Commencement May 28. Undergraduate Commencement May 29.
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Course Proposal

Stephen Whittaker, Professor of English

ENLT 323J -- Classics of Western Literature I

1.0 BRIEF DESCRIPTION: This course aims to help students in the SJLA program fulfilling the general education requirement in Humanities or completing an elective in English (whether for the major or minor)

1.1 To read with greater discernment by focusing on major works of drama and/or prose from the western literary tradition;

1.2 To analyze the elements and strategies of major literary works in the epic and dramatic traditions;

1.3 To discern how the literary traditions studied emerge within a matrix of literary and cultural contexts;

1.4 To respond articulately to the literature studied both orally and in writing.

2.0 COURSE OBJECTIVES: All students will

2.1  read the literature studied broadly and carefully with a special focus on generic and contextual markers;

2.2 analyze the literature studied through close reading of selected passages, so that students can identify literary aspects such as plot, dramatic structure, characterization, symbolism and figures of speech which interact to contribute to the artistic effect and significance of the work;

2.3 reason inductively about the literary texts studied; for example, by examining specific passages of the literature studied, students will practice recognizing meaningful patterns in language and incident and identifying themes;

2.4 develop a vocabulary with which to analyze meaningful patterns, comprehending and using such critical terms as catharsis, pathos, unities, chorus, hamartia, tragic irony, imagery, figurative language, dramatic structure, psychomachia, and so on.

2.5 engage in focused discussion of the literary texts studied;

2.6 write informed analyses of selected works in a manner that demonstrates increasing facility with the objectives described above;

2.7 perform scenes or sections of some of the works studied.

3.0 BRIEF LIST OF TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE COURSE:

3.1 The foundation of epic narrative in Homer’s Odyssey.

3.2 Re-performances of the Homeric vision in Aeschylus and Plato.

3.3 Dramatic and thematic extensions of the classic in Shakespeare.

3.4 Appropriation of the Homeric dramatic tradition in Joyce and Morrison.
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4.0 BRIEF LIST OF ASSIGNMENTS

4.1 Students will read literary works by major writers, such as Homer, Aeschylus, Plato, Shakespeare, Joyce, and Morrison, as well as other major and secondary works of the periods in which these writers work.

4.2 Students will write approximately 2500 words of analysis as described in Objective 2.6 above.  This writing will include assignments of varying lengths, formats, and levels of formality;

4.3 Students will come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  Discussions may take the form of general class discussions, small group discussions, or formal presentations.

4.4 Students will perform scenes and sections of various works.

5.0 EVALUATION

5.1 Two major exams (mid-semester and final) with objective and analytic questions about the literature they read.

5.2 Quizzes on individual assignments, also with objective and analytic questions;

5.3 Written assignments evaluated according to content, coherence, grammatical and stylistic competence.

5.4 Oral performance assignments evaluated according to levels of preparation and imagination.

6.0 PREREQUISITES/RATIONALE

6.1 Prerequisites:

6.1.1 PHIL 217J (or completion of the GE Skills Acquisition Requirement for Writing and Public Speaking)

6.1.2 SJLA status or permission of the instructor

6.2 Rationale: As constituted, PHIL 217J provides the necessary preparation for the oral and written expression required in the course, as well as for the close textual interpretations required. It is anticipated that this course will follow whatever basic writing course is required by SJLA in the future.

7.0 COURSE LEVEL/RATIONALE

7.1 The course is envisioned by the SJLA program as following a course of studies including seven courses in Philosophy and Theology, two semesters of language work during the student’s first year, a semester of intensive preparation in written and oral communication and rhetorical analysis in the sophomore year, and a first semester of Western Literary Classics at the junior level.  Students who take this course, then, will be expected to bring with them a wealth of analytic experience in preparation. 
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7.2 In exceptional cases, students who have completed a sequence of English courses including an introductory course (usually ENLT 140) and two upper level English courses (at least one being at least a 300-level course) will, with the permission of the instructor, be allowed to enroll in this course.

8.0  Appendix: Tentative Reading List and Written Assignments

8.1 Reading List (assumes that students will study the lyric intensively in Classics of Western Literature II, with Dr. Rebecca Beal).  Readings will focus on the Narrative and Dramatic tradition by studying the extrication of dramatic form from the epic, the perfection of dramatic form, and the eventual incorporation of dramatic form into the prose narrative. Readings may vary by semester and will be organized around thematic, technical, and philosophical concerns. A representative reading list will be:

· Homer, Odyssey
· Aeschylus, Oresteia
· Plato, Phaedrus
· Shakespeare, Hamlet
· Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing
· Joyce, Dubliners
· Morrison, A Mercy
8. 3 Oral presentations:

· students will research and perform passages from at least one of the plays;

· students will retell a portion of one of the narratives;

· students will give a lecture based upon one of their critical essays.

8.3  Two Essays: (total number of words written in accord with English & Theatre Department policy)

· One critical/interpretive essay working from the Classical texts;

· One critical/interpretive essay working from the English language texts, which essay will form the basis for a the third oral presentation above.

ENLT 323J

Appendix 3:

Assessment / evaluation based course improvement mechanisms

This course will be evaluated by students every semester through the University of Scranton’s Online Course Evaluation system.  Results will go to the Director of the SJLA program, and improvements will be developed after consultation between the course instructor and the SJLA Program Director.
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Letter from Dr. Daniel Haggerty re new SJLA organization
(Next two pages.)

Department of Philosophy

October 30, 2009

Dear Friends of SJLA, 

I am honored to serve as director of the SJLA Honors Program beginning in August 2010.  I am especially grateful to Rev. Ronald McKinney, S.J. for all of his help and support during this time of transition.  I would like to take this opportunity to announce some exciting changes to the program.    

Rev. Scott Pilarz, S.J. has enthusiastically accepted my invitation to teach a course in the SJLA Honors program.  Beginning in the fall of 2010, juniors will have the privilege of taking INTD 110: The Jesuit Magis, which is so essential to the program, from the President of the University of Scranton.    

I am also delighted to announce that, while stepping down from the directorship of SJLA, Rev. Ronald McKinney, S.J. has decided to continue as a faculty member in the program.  Fr. Ron will take on the new challenge of teaching the Trivium to all sophomores in SJLA starting in the fall of 2011.  I know I speak for everyone when I express delight that Fr. Ron has elected to maintain his commitment to SJLA and to the University of Scranton. 

The two Humanities courses, Masterworks I and II, have been eliminated.  They are replaced by ENTL: Classics of Western Literature I and II, to be taught by Dr. Stephen Whittaker and Dr. Rebecca Beal, respectively.  Together these courses will cover some of the major works of Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Chaucer, Dante, Shakespeare, Milton, Wolfe, and more.  

Dr. William V. Rowe has graciously agreed to teach SJLA’s Introduction to Philosophy.  The course will be divided into two sections.  Recitation sections will be added to facilitate discussion and to provide an opportunity for first-year SJLA students to get to know one another.  I can think of no one better than Dr. Rowe to introduce SJLA students to the wonder of philosophy.  

Dr. Crina Gschwandtner has designed a new capstone course to explore how contemporary philosophy challenges modern conceptions of subjectivity by developing more fluid versions of the self in relation to the “other.”  She will begin teaching the course in the spring of 2011. 

Dr. Susan Matthews and Dr. Maria Johnson are joining us to teach Theology I: Introduction to the Bible and Theology II: Introduction to Christian Theology, respectively.        Dr. David Black, Dr. Timothy Casey, Dr. Richard Klonoski, Dr. Ann Pang-White, and I will be continuing our courses as before. 

I feel certain that these changes and additions will make the program stronger than ever.  I include here a complete list of SJLA courses and faculty.  All professors have been invited based on their expertise, their excellence in teaching, and their extraordinary commitment to the Jesuit ideal of cura personalis.  

SJLA 3.0, 2010-2011 Release

Introduction to Philosophy


Dr. William Rowe

Theology I: Intro to the Bible


Dr. Susan Matthews

Ethics





Dr. Richard Klonoski

Theology II:  Intro to Christian Theology

Dr. Maria Johnson

Metaphysics




Dr. Daniel Haggerty

Trivium





Rev. Ronald McKinney, S.J.

Philosophy of Conscience


Dr. David Black

The Jesuit Magis



Rev. Scott Pilarz, S.J.

Philosophy East and West


Dr. Ann Pang-White


Classics of Western Literature I


Dr. Stephen Whittaker

Art and Metaphysics



Dr. Timothy Casey

Classics of Western Literature II


Dr. Rebecca Beal

Philosophy of Self and Other


Dr. Crina Gschwandtner

I understand how important SJLA is at the University of Scranton, and in the lives of our students, faculty, and alumni.  I am pleased and honored to assume the directorship, and look forward with excitement to the next phase of the program.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via e-mail (haggertyd2@scranton.edu). 




















Sincerely,  








Dr. Daniel Haggerty







Associate Professor
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	The course is envisioned by the SJLA program as following a course of studies including seven courses in Philosophy and Theology, two semesters of language work during the student’s first year, and a semester of intensive preparation in written and oral communication and rhetorical analysis in the sophomore year.  Students who take this course, then, will be expected to bring with them a wealth of analytic experience in preparation. 


	In exceptional cases, students who have completed a sequence of English courses including an introductory course (usually ENLT 140) and one upper level English courses will, with the permission of the instructor, be allowed to enroll in this course.





As constituted, PHIL 217J provides the necessary preparation for the oral and written expression required in the course, as well as for the close textual interpretations required.





ENLT 323J								3 cr.


Classics of Western Literature I


(Pre-requisites:  PHIL 217J (or completion of WRTG 107 and COMM 100, SJLA status or instructor permission.)  This SJLA course surveys a tradition concerned with the individual, family, and society from classical Greece (Homer, Aeschylus, Plato) to Shakespeare and thence to the Post-Colonial (Joyce, Woolf, Morrison). Readings explore the culmination of epic and dramatic modes in modern fiction. The emphasis is inductive, within cultural and theoretical contexts. 








ENLT 127:  Myth of the Hero


GRK 205: Legacy of Greece and Rome


GRK 213: Classical Greek Literature and Mythology








Both ENLT 127 and ENLT 323J treat epic Western literary traditions, so that there is some overlap in readings (Homer and other Greek texts appear in both) but ENLT 127 does not include major authors treated in ENLT 323J (Plato, Shakespeare, Joyce, Morrison, for instance), and the assignments in each class are directed to different student audiences with very different backgrounds. GRK 205 & 213 certainly overlap in some readings, but ENLT 323J emphasizes later traditions and is directed to a different audience. 








none





( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			











