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Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;



on syllabus for ENLT 224

2. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to (a.).

The syllabus is attached to this proposal.

3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

We offer courses in Medical Ethics (PHIL 212 and 316), Biomedical Ethics (T/RS 330), Faith and Healing: God and Contemporary Medicine (T/RS 313), Medical Sociology (SOC 216), Health and Aging (GERO 218), Family Health (NURS 100), and Medical Spanish (SPAN 310), but we do not offer any course on Medicine and Literature.

Many students on this campus have expressed an interest in taking a course in Medicine and Literature.  A wide variety of  such courses might be offered.  Courses offered at other institutions include “Illness Literature in American Culture (Lehigh), Blame in 20th Century Illness Literature (Lehigh), The Shaping Power of Gender in Health Care (Lehigh), “Gender and Global Health” (University of Denver), Global Health: Africa (Denver),  “Topics in Literature: Medicine, Literature , and Culture” (Shippensburg), “Exploring Medicine through Literature and Travel (Transylvania), Literature and Medicine: The Tyranny of the Normal (Transylvania), “Research and Compassion in Clinical and Experimental Medicine” (Transylvania) “ AIDS and Literature (Austin College and several other universities), “Illness, Creativity, and the Body in Spanish American Literature” (Wisconsin-Milwaukee).



“Perspective in Literature about Illness” is proposed as a writing-intensive, second-year course in literature.  Given the complexity of topics treated by the writers whose works will be read and discussed, students will need to have taken at least one university-level course in literature.  The course design depends on writing and revision of writing to assist students gain an understanding of the limits of any single perspective.

4. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

Most of the materials needed for the course exist in the Health Professions Lending Library.

5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.   Please see syllabus (last two pages specify course requirements; all written work will be evaluated in terms of course objectives.)
Initiator (Contact Person):_____Mary F. Engel__________________________________

Department(s):______________English_______________________________________

Suggested Course Number / Prefix: ENLT 224

Course Title (for Catalog): ____Perspective in Literature about Illness

Credit Hours: ____3_____

Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	This course examines the divergent perspectives inherent in experiences of illness.  Health care, particularly in its technologically-sophisticated forms, both inscribes and distances the human story that constitutes the experience of illness.  Various participants in the events of illness perceive distinct and competing narratives, plots, settings, and characters.  Within the traditions of both the medical case and the character’s experience, we will analyze both the characters involved in literary depictions of illness and the ways in which they perceive and understand others involved in the same health care event.  


Frequency of Offering:
Every Year
_________
Every Other Year 
___X_____

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year

_2003_______
Semester:    Spring_______

Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  __________ Yes
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Humanities
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Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________
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_______
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_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	Writing Intensive: 

· Students will write eight short position papers (250-500 words each), responses to both individual and group presentations (250-500 words each), an analytical essay of (1250-1750 words, presented in at least two drafts, the first draft of which will be responded to by three or four members of the student’s peer-editing group), and responses to each of their peer-group members’ formal essays.  

· Through an examination of literary depictions of medical care, written by patients, doctors, nurses, and those serving as patient advocates, as well as through an analysis of the traditions and limitations of the medical “case history,” they will gain an understanding of the multiple perspectives at work in any experience of illness.  

· Students will work within writing groups to develop their emerging understanding of the ways in which literary depictions of illness and medical care enhance the understanding of the competing plots at work in any event of illness and they will increase their awareness of the patients’ stories, particularly those that are often marginalized by the members of the health care team.

· Students will have multiple opportunities to receive written feedback to their writing in-progress, as well as to the oral presentations that they make.

Humanities:

· Students will become familiar with narrative strategies, identify various narrators (including those marginalized by the dominant story line of a given work), and evaluate the reliability of divergent narrative perspectives.
· Students will become familiar with the requirements and traditions of the medical “case history,” as well as with various analyses of the limitations of the “case” to tell the patient’s story.
· Drawing on their own experience as participants/observers in health care experiences, students will, early in the course, present a description of a health care setting; they will receive a response to their depiction from their instructor and a colleague; they will then work as a group to present a literary depiction of illness, as delineated in a text they have chosen to read as a group.
· Students will read accounts written by patients, doctors, nurses, and other members of the health care system.  They will also read selections from medical historians.  They will be able to articulate the ways in which fiction, poetry and/or drama gives voice to perspectives often unacknowledged in the traditional settings in which health care is delivered.
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ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness

Instructor: Mary F. Engel, Ph.D.     Office: St. Thomas Hall 312

Phone: 941-7901    e-mail: engelm1@scranton.edu
Office hours: 7:30-4:00 M(F; appointments suggested

Texts:

Robert Coles and Randy-Michael Testa, A Life in Medicine: A Literary Anthology

Anne Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures

Jim Knipfel, Slackjaw

Richard Reynolds, M.D., & John Stone. M.D., et al. On Doctoring: Stories, Poems, and Essays (3rd edition)
Abraham Verghese, My Own Country

Prerequisites: 100-level course in literature (or equivalent), certification of written skills competency.
Course description:  This course traces and examines the divergent perspectives inherent in any experience of illness.  Health care, particularly in its technologically-sophisticated forms, both inscribes and distances the human story that constitutes the experience of illness.  Various participants in the experience and events of illness perceive distinct and competing narratives, plots, settings, and characters involved in the same illness.  We will begin by identifying the characters involved in literary depictions of illness and medical care, and we will also analyze the ways in which literary characters perceive and understand the roles of others involved in the same health care event.  The narratives presented and/or marginalized by these characters will be evaluated within the traditions of both the medical case and the character’s lived experience.  We will also study the impact on plot of expectations that various participants bring to the physician-patient encounter.  Additionally, characters’ divergent experience of temporal and environmental elements within medical settings will be examined, as will seminar participants’ descriptions of such settings. 

Course objectives:  

· Through an examination of literary depictions of medical care as well as through an analysis of the traditions and limitations of the medical “case history,” students will gain an understanding of the multiple perspectives at work in any experience of illness; they will evaluate the limitations of various perspectives as presented in poems, short stories, essays, novels/excerpts from novels, and pathographies.  

· Students will develop their skill in analyzing and writing about these perspectives.

·  Students will work within writing groups to test out their emerging understanding of the ways in which literary depictions of illness and medical care enhance the understanding of the competing plots at work in any event of illness; they will increase their awareness of patients’ stories, particularly those that are often marginalized by the members of the health care team.

· Students will respond to their peer’ writing and oral presentations.  

· Students will become familiar with narrative strategies, identify various narrators (including those marginalized by the dominant story line of a given work), and evaluate the reliability of divergent narrative perspectives.
· As they read accounts written by patients, doctors, nurses, and other members of the health care team, students will be able to articulate the ways in which fiction, poetry and/or drama give voice to perspectives often unacknowledged in the traditional settings in which health care is delivered.
Course Assignments: 

Tuesday, January 27

Introduction to the field of Medicine, Literature, and Culture.  In class, we will read Carola Eisenberg’s brief essay, “It is Still a Privilege to be a Doctor,” Richard Selzer’s story, “Brute,” and Judy Schaeffer’s poem, “The Tea-Master 3 –11 Shift.”  We will examine the perspectives of each physician and nurse on his/her work, and we will consider the basic components and limitations of the medical “case history” as a way of inscribing the experience of illness.
Thursday, January 29
Read Abraham Verghese, My Own Country, chapters 1-4 (to page 72); Richard Selzer, “The Exact Location of the Soul” (pages 229-233 in On Doctoring, hereafter OD).

***********************************************************
Tuesday, February 4
Read Verghese, chapters 5–9 (to page 175).





Write position paper #1.  





Attend/respond to individual presentations 1-4.

Thursday, February 6
Read Verghese, chapters 10-15 (to page 254).

***********************************************************
Tuesday, February 11
Read Verghese, chapters 16-21 (to page 342).


Attend/respond to individual presentations 5-8.
Thursday, February 13
Read Verghese, chapters 22- Author’s Note (to page 432);
William Osler, “Aphorisms” (32-35 OD).

***********************************************************
Tuesday, February 18
Read Anatole Broyard, “Doctor, Talk to Me” (pages 166-172 OD); Archibald MacLeish “The Old Gray Couple I” and “The Old Gray Couple II” (pages 95-96 OD); Mikhail Bulgakov, “The Steel Windpipe” (pages 78-85 OD).  


Attend/respond to individual presentations 9-12.





Write position paper #2.

Thursday, February 20
Read Anton Chekhov, “Misery” (pages 36-41 OD); Ghassan Kanafani “Death of Bed 12” (handout); Nora Zeal Hurston “My Most Humiliating Jim Crow Experience” (pages 119-120 OD).

Tuesday, February 25
Read Anne Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down, pages 3-59.

Thursday, February 27
Read Fadiman, pages 60-139; James Wright “In Terror of Hospital Bills” (pages 255-256 in A Life in Medicine: A Literary Anthology, hereafter LM).


Attend/respond to individual presentations 13-16.
***********************************************************
Tuesday, March 4
Read Fadiman, pages 140-209; Rafael Campo, “Like a Prayer” (pages 12-18 LM).



Attend/respond to individual presentations 17-20.
Thursday, March 6
Read Fadiman, pages 210-288.





Proposal for research paper due by noon on Friday, March 7th.


Write position paper #3.
***********************************************************
March  8- 15  Spring Break

***********************************************************
Tuesday, March 18
Read Raymond Carver, “A Small, Good Thing” (pages 180-203 LM); “What the Doctor Said,” “My Death,” “Errand” (pages 302-313 OD); Walt Whitman, “The Wound Dresser” (pages 42-45 LM); Lewis Thomas, “House Calls” (pages 145-150 OD).


Attend/respond to individual presentations 20-25.
Thursday, March 20
Read Susan Onthank Mates, “The Good Doctor” (pages 46-57 LM); 


Rosalind Warren “Outpatient” (pages 3-8 LM); Jean-Dominique Bauby, from The Diving Bell and the Butterfly” (pages 168-170 LM); Audre Lorde, “Breast Cancer: Power vs. Prosthesis” (pages 174-179 LM); Grace Paley, “A Man Told Me the Story of His Life” (pages 191-192 OD).


Write position paper #4.
Tuesday, March 25
Read Lorrie Moore, from People Like That are the Only People Here: Canonical Babbling in Peed Onk (pages 101-102 LM); Theodore Deppe, Admission: Children’s Unit” (pages 103-105 LM); Lewis Thomas “Leech, Leech, et Cetera” (pages 118-125 LM); David Nash, “The Tallis Case” (pages 141-143 LM).



.

Thursday, March 27
Read Kay Redfield Jamison, from An Unquiet Mind (pages 303-306 LM); Robert Coles, David Hellerstein, “Touching” (pages 354-357 OD); “A Young Psychiatrist Looks at His Profession” (pages 307-315 LM); Matt Dugan, “Repose” (pages 223-225 LM).


Write position paper #5.
***********************************************************
Tuesday, April 1
Read David Hilfilker, from Not All of Us Are Saints  (pages 243-254 LM); Veneta Masson, “Another Case of Chronic Pelvic Pain” (pages 257-261 LM); Wendell Berry, “Health is Membership” (pages 296-302 LM).

Thursday, April 3
Read Anton Chekhov, “Anyuta” (pages 83-87 LM); Elspeth Cameron Ritchie, “Hospital Sketchbook: Life on the Ward Through an Intern’s Eyes” (pages 373-381 OD); W. H. Auden, “”The Art of Healing” (pages 126-128 OD).

***********************************************************
Tuesday, April 8
Read Lori Arviso Alvord, from The Scalpel and the Silver Bear (pages 262-270 LM); Penny Armstrong and Sheryl Feldman, from A Wise Birth  (pages 273-285 LM); Mikhail Bulgakov, “Baptism by Rotation” (pages 126-135 LM); Michael Weingarten, “Healers: The Physician and the Mori” (pages 239-240 LM).


Write position paper # 6.

Thursday, April 10
Group Presentations 1, 2, and 3 

Complete first draft of your research paper due.  Submit it electronically to each member of your presentation group, and verify that each person has received it.
***********************************************************
Tuesday, April 15
Read  Jerome Lowenstein, “Can You Teach Compassion?” (pages 23-27 LM); David Hilfilker, Mistakes” (325-336 OD).





Group Presentations 4 and 5

Submit a 2-3 paragraph response to each of the research papers written by the members of your presentation group; these responses should be sent by 5:00 on April 16th.  Verify that each person has received your response; keep a copy in electronic format.

Thursday, April 17             
Easter Break    
***********************************************************
Tuesday, April 22
Read Lucie Cordell Getsi, “Letter from the Rehabilitation Institute” (pages 171-173 LM); Shusaku Endo, from Deep River (pages 60-65 LM); David Schiedermayer, “Duty” (pages 358-359 OD).


Group Presentations 6 and 7


Write position paper # 7.
Thursday, April 24
Read Jim Knipfel, Slackjaw, Introduction and pages 1-81.
***********************************************************
Tuesday, April 29
Read Knipfel, pages 82-163; Lisel Mueller, “Monet Refuses the Operation” (pages 207-208 OD).

Thursday, May 1
Read Knipfel, pages 164-235; Arna Bontemps, “A Summer Tragedy” (pages 110-118 OD).


Write position paper # 8.
***********************************************************
Tuesday, May 7
Read W. Somerset Maugham, from The Summing Up (pages 45-50 OD); William Carlos Williams, “The Practice,” various poems (pages 52-62 OD); Robert Coles, from The Call of Stories (pages 248-258 OD).

Thursday, May 9
Read Richard Reynolds, “A Day in the Life of an Internist” (pages 239-247 OD); Joseph Hardison,“The House Officer’s Changing World” (pages 272-276 OD).

Your final exam is the research paper on which you have been working since early March.  It is due at the time of the scheduled final exam 

.   As noted on the final page of this syllabus (the second page describing the course requirements), your final exam needs to be submitted together with your original proposal, your instructor’s response to that proposal, your colleague’s responses to your first draft, and copies of relevant portions of secondary sources.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness

Position Papers

Spring 2003

A position paper, as its name suggests, presents you an opportunity to present and support a position on a given topic or issue.  For each of the eight position papers in this course, you will choose one of the questions posed by your instructor, or, for any position paper after the first, you may propose your own question, which needs to be submitted (electronically, as a Word attachment) and approved at least one class day before the position paper is due.

The broad topics for each of the position papers to be written in this course are listed below.  You will receive a separate set of questions for each topic at least one week before the position paper is due.

Position paper # 1
How the doctor discovers what he/she does not know

Position paper # 2
Articulating what is not seen

Position paper # 3
The marginalized patient

Position paper # 4
The patient’s perspective on the doctor

Position paper # 5
Competing perspectives

Position paper # 6
Perceiving the cultures of medicine

Position paper # 7
Telling the story behind/beyond the “case”

Position paper # 8
The perspective of the non-compliant patient

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 1
How the doctor discovers what he/she does not know

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. In “The Exact Location of the Soul,” Selzer contends that the poet both  “sees what no one else can” and “gazes, records, diagnoses, and prophesies,” while the surgeon is “the victim of vanity.”  Discuss the symbolism through which Selzer depicts the challenge and necessity of writing as a way of searching for meaning.  Then consider Schaeffer’s poem “The Tea-Master 3-11 Shift” in terms of whether it fulfils the functions Selzer ascribes to poetry.

2. My Own Country opens with the first-person narrator imagining the arrival of the first AIDS patient to the Johnson City Medical Center, an event that occurred before the narrator’s arrival as the Infectious Diseases Specialist in a rural area convinced that AIDS was a “big city problem . . .something that happened in other kinds of lives.”  With whom does the narrator identify in the story he imagines?  How do the perceived antagonists in the imagined story frame and structure the doctor’s actual story of his work and continuing education as an Infectious Diseases specialist?

3. The narrator of My Own Country emphasizes in his telling of his own history the processes that have marginalized his experience.  Outline and comment on two or three of the correspondences between the narrator’s story and those of the patients he treats.  Trace the process through which one or more of the characters in Verghese’s story overcome their marginalization.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 2
Articulating what is not seen

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. As a patient, Anatole Broyard subjects his new doctor “to a preliminary semiotic scrutiny” and confesses to several instances of what he calls “a patient’s madness” before he stresses that “my ideal doctor would be my Virgil.”  Describe the role that Broyard attributes to vision and perception in his evaluation of and expectations for his physician.  In your description, consider the assumptions that underly the patient’s  “semiotic scrutiny” of his doctor, and delineate what Broyard expects of a physician who accepts the role of the “patient’s Virgil.”
2. Consider how and to what effect the images in Archibald MacLeish’s “The Old Gray Couple II” emphasize that which is not seen by the unnamed speaker of “The Old Gray Couple I.”

3. Select two or three metaphors presented in Sir William Osler’s “Aphorisms.”  Specify the vehicle of each metaphor and propose at least one reading of its tenor.  After analyzing the three metaphors you have selected, show how they combine to form either a portrait of a physician or a definition of the work of a physician (as Osler understands it).

4. You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #2, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 3
The marginalized patient

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. Chekhov depicts Iona Potapov’s misery as being “for a brief space eased” by the “abuse addressed to him” when the young revelers berate him.  Point out and evaluate the symbolism Chekhov uses to characterize what it is that Iona attempts to avoid in his various attempts to “ease his misery.”

2. Characterize the roles that the narrator and his audience play as witnesses to the events described and imagined in Ghassan Kanafani’s “Death of Bed 12.”  In your discussion, evaluate the connection between the stories told (and imagined) by the narrator and his own medical situation.

3. James Wright’s “In Terror of Hospital Bills” imagines several audiences.  Describe the assertions and the pleas made by the persona of this poem; suggest analogues to each assertion and plea in Anne Fadiman’s The Spirit Catches You and You fall Down.

4. Compare both the voiced and the unvoiced complaints of the patient to the voiced and unvoiced response of the physician in Rafael Campo’s “Like a Prayer.”  In your comparison, consider analogues in Fadiman’s work to the complaints of Lia’s family and the responses of the doctors of the Merced Community Medial Center.  Describe the symbolic and plot-level implications of the unvoiced complaints and responses.

5.  You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #3, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 4
The patient’s perspective on the doctor

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. The baker’s response to the mother in Raymond Carver’s “A Small, Good Thing” frames the tale of the parents’ vigil by the bedside of their son.  Compare the characters and dialogue of the baker to those of Dr. Francis, paying particular attention to the way in which each addresses the parents’ requests/concerns at key points in the story.

2. Describe the images through which Walt Whitman conveys the caregiver’s focus on patients in “The Wound Dresser.”  Read Raymond Carver’s poem “What the Doctor Said” and his story “Errand.” Articulate the perspectives on the doctors expressed by the personae in “What the Doctor Said” and Chekhov in “Errand.”  Then, using such perspectives as a guide, suggest/imagine a possible perspective of any of the patients alluded to in Whitman’s poem.

3. Grace Paley’s “A Man Told Me the Story of His Life,” Audre Lorde’s “Breast Cancer: Power vs. Prosthesis,” and Rosalind Warren’s “Outpatient” each recount, from the perspective of the patient (or patient’s advocate), memorable meetings between doctor and patient.  Articulate the symbolic dimensions of the “lessons” the doctors encounter. 

4. You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #4, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 5
Competing perspectives

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. Contrast the portrayal of children and their parents in the excerpt from Lorrie Moore’s book People Like That Are the Only People Here: Canonical Babbling in Peed Onk to that in Theodore Deppe’s poem “Admission: Children’s Unit.”  Describe the role of caregiver as imaged in each work, and analyze which characteristics of the physicians described in Lewis Thomas’s “Leech, Leech, et Cetera” are given expression in the medical settings described by Moore and Deppe.

2. Construct a dialogue about the proper role and rewards of being a physician between the personae of  David Nash’s “the Tallis Case” and David Hellerstein’s “Touching.”

3. Articulate the disquietude expressed by physicians’ sense of what they are unable to know/do in Matt Dugan’s “Repose” and Kay Jamison’s An Unquiet Mind.  Consider what, if anything, provides counterbalance to their discomfort.

4. You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #5, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 6
Perceiving the cultures of medicine

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. W. H. Auden’s poem “The Art of Healing” describes a doctor who is “what all/doctors should be, but few are.”  Examine the images through which Auden presents the subject of his poem, as well as those through which he communicates the sources of his knowledge about medicine.

2. Elspeth Cameron Ritchie, after describing her work with AIDS patients in “Hospital Sketchbook: Life on the Ward Through an Intern’s Eyes,” comments that “They need family.  I substitute where I can.  It is too little for them and too painful for me.”  In “Language Barrier,” she speaks of life before her clinical years as being “pre-war.”  Assume the perspective of a third-year resident, and, using examples and metaphors from Ritchie’s work, prepare a brief “orientation to clinical medicine” for third-year medical students.  Alternatively, assume the perspective of the spouse of a third-year medical student, and (using examples and metaphors from Ritchie’s work) speak to other spouses as you attempt to cross the “language barrier” that divides layperson from clinician.

3. Present a character analysis of Stepan Klochkov in Chekhov’s story “Anyuta,” estimating from the details Chekhov provides of Stepan’s behavior as a medical student the kind of physician he is likely to become.  Compare this estimate of a physician’s character with those contained within the patients’ perspectives on physicians in Weingarten’s “Healers: The Physician and the Mori” and Armstrong and Feldman’s “A Wise Birth.”

4. You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #6, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 7
Telling the story behind/beyond the “case”

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. Jerome Lowenstein’s essay “Can You Teach Compassion?” discusses the process of “hardening” medical students undergo, a process he considers as “a learned insensitivity to the pain and suffering and the needs of patients.”  Consider both the cause of and antidote to this process as Lowenstein presents it, and then use your understanding of cause and antidote to analyze the story presented in David Hilfiker’s “Mistakes.”

2. Examine the ways in which the symbolism Getsi uses in her poem “Letter from the Rehabilitation Institute” tells the stories of the “broken children in a way that brings a depth beyond that a available in the traditional case history.

3. Describe the stories framed by within the dominant tales told in Endo’s “Deep River” and Schiedermayer’s “Duty.”  Evaluate the contribution they make to the primary narratives.

4. You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #7, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

ENLT 224

Perspective in Literature about Illness
Position paper # 8
The perspective of the non-compliant patient

Choose one of the following options.  Please indicate on your position paper which question you are answering.

1. Assume the roles of first, physician; and second, family member to the speaker in Mueller’s poem “Monet Refuses the Operation” and the protagonists in Bontemps’ story “A Summer Tragedy.”  Acknowledge the specific concerns of each character.  Consider what these concerns require of the person in each role mentioned above; then respond, from the perspectives you adopt, to the decisions and assertions made by the speaker in the poem and the protagonists in the story.

2. For the purposes of this assignment, assume that the preface to Slackjaw establishes the charge that the work is to fulfill.  Articulate that charge, and describe the ways in which the narrative meets or fails to meet this charge.

3. Select any two of the individuals who provide care to the narrator of Slackjaw. Describe the ways in which they must adjust their own perspective in order to reach the individual whose point of view initially impedes their ability to assist in his care.    

4. You may elect to construct your own question about the material read since the last position paper.  If you choose this option, you will need to propose a question that addresses the general topic of position paper #8, and you will need to e-mail the question (to engelm1@scranton.edu as a Word attachment) by the class before the position paper is due.

