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Credit Value:
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Office hours: 
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The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.





University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Description:

This course is the study of the reading process with emphasis placed on understanding and skills needed by secondary school students in their subject fields.

Required Texts/Readings:

 Allan, K.K. & Miller, M.S. (2005) Literacy and learning in the Content Areas: Strategies for middle and secondary school teachers. 2nd Edition. NY: Houghton Mifflin Co.
This text provides very practical suggestions that will serve not only during student teaching but also throughout your teaching career. In addition to reading this complete work, you will select other readings from professional journals pertinent to the course and necessary for completing assignments.

Why are you taking this course? Content area literacy strategies are vital to student success.  Each discipline requires a variety of strategies for students to grasp key concepts, discern important details, and weigh facts and opinions.  Literacy entails skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening in order to comprehend and analyze print and non-print media.  Students need guidance in knowing when to read and when to skim material, in coping with dry textbook language, in utilizing sources to enrich content and critical thinking, in relating coursework with prior knowledge and other courses.  

This course addresses these realities and needs.  Many strategies that you will experience have universal applications, others that you will develop will be more subject specific.  Through readings, class activities, and assignments, you will consider how best to prepare yourself for student teaching and your students for active learning, both independently and cooperatively. 

Course Objectives and Student Assessments:

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA
	Assessments

	Exploration, experimentation, and reflection of multi-literary experiences
	S 1
	English

I B, IC
	NCTE

1, 2, 11
	All assignments

	Ability to design lesson plans that employ pre-reading strategies to stimulate interest and to introduce new material
	S 1

D 1
	English

I B, IC,

II B
	NCTE

2, 3
	Micro-teach an advance organizer

	Development of skills to foster reading comprehension in the content areas with attention to striving readers
	S 3
	English

I B, 

II B
	NCTE

2, 3


	Write two lesson plans using a different reading comprehension strategy in each

	Ability to assess literacy and content area learning for students of all ability levels
	D 2
	English

II C

II D
	NCTE


	Create an authentic assessment strategy

	Development of strategies for employing writing activities as tools for active learning and student construction of meaning
	S 1

D 1

D 2
	English

I D, IF

II B
	NCTE

4, 5, 6, 9
	Micro-teach a lesson plan using writing process 

	Research of resources to integrate all literacy strands to explore a topic in your content area 
	S 1, 2, 3

S 4

D 1, 2


	English I F

II B
	NCTE

6, 7, 8
	Research a topic using information technology, Create an annotated    

bibliography of at least 10 sources and Design a visual


Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.
Course Requirements/Expectations:

Attendance, reading, and participation:  Every student’s voice matters and must be heard each class session.  Just as you will expect your students to be prepared for class, you are expected to read the required text, make notes, formulate questions, and be ready to discuss the material in the class session for which the chapter and page numbers are cited.  You will also be responsible for being punctual, meeting assignment due dates, and contributing to every class discussion.  Excellence requires consistently thoughtful responses to readings, assignments, and class activities.  Show what you know.     

Assignments:

1) Reading, writing, learning autobiography – Write a two to three page reflection paper describing your educational experience in terms of reading materials, writing assignments, and learning opportunities. Concentrate mostly on the years prior to college, though you may reference college experiences.  As future teachers of secondary students, this reflective piece should serve to rekindle memories and suggest ideas for your future students.

The purposes of this assignment include

a) identifying educational influences on your personal learning;

b) describing personal perceptions of learning activities;

c) explaining how your assumptions will impact your teaching.

             RUBRIC:

                  Clarity of experiences in all three areas – reading, writing, learning -5 points

                  Recognition of personal perceptions and assumptions - 5 points

                  Explanation of impact on future teaching – 5 points

             DUE DATE:                                                                (15% of course grade)

2) Micro-teach an advance organizer – Select a children’s book, either fiction or non-fiction, with appeal for an adolescent, that relates directly to a topic in your content area. Read the book and design a lesson plan for a five to seven-minute opening segment to a regular class. Identify age and ability level for which it is intended. In a one-page rationale, explain the reasons for selecting the particular book and tell how you believe it will motivate students. Bring the book to class to teach the advance organizer to the class as you would to students and then spend about five minutes explaining your rationale to the class. 

      Submit a lesson plan and the one page rationale. 

      The purposes of this assignment include 

a) stimulating student interest in your subject area, 

b) developing creative approaches to introduce an important topic, 

c) using accessible literature to demonstrate other perspectives on a topic, 

d) practicing the teaching of an advance organizer;

e) getting and giving feedback.

            RUBRIC:

Selection and appeal of book as a teaching tool – 3 points

                      
Rationale for choice considering grade and topic – 3 points

                        Lesson plan and micro-teaching – 4 points

 DUE DATE:                                                       (10% of course grade)
3) Write two lesson plans using a different reading comprehension   

      strategy in each – Select 2 strategies and develop two separate but 

      consecutive lesson plans, demonstrating in each lesson how the different 

      strategy facilitates student learning in your content area, especially for 

      inclusion students. Use the Education Department lesson plan format. 

     Be sure to integrate the standards from your content area into the lesson.         

      Be prepared to explain your choices to classmates. 
               Submit lesson plans and one page rationale. 

            The purposes of this assignment include 

a) identifying appropriate comprehension strategies for your content area, 

b) demonstrating how you have considered student ability and interest levels,

c) developing congruent but varied back-to-back lesson plans, and

d) explaining your choices in a clearly written rationale. 
                RUBRIC:

                      Rationale for choice of comprehension strategies – 5 points

                      Lesson plan development over two-day period – 5 points

                      Consideration of inclusion students – 5 points             

             DUE DATE:                                                   (15% of course grade)

4) Create an authentic assessment strategy in your content area – quizzes and tests are traditional modes of assessing student learning.  Because such measures are incomplete of themselves, design a lesson plan for an assessment technique of a more “authentic” kind. Refer to professional journals and write a one to two page description of the strategy you intend to use, explaining its value in your content area to assist you and your students in recognizing individual growth in literacy and active learning in your content area. Identify age and ability of students. Construct an adapted version for inclusion students. Submit the lesson plan and rationale. Cite resources.

      The purposes of this assignment include

a) recognizing the relevance of using authentic assessments;

b) designing approaches to monitoring student progress;

c)  identifying expected performance outcomes. 

             RUBRIC:

                          Creativity and relevance of assessment for age and ability group – 5 pts

                          Explanation of merit in checking for understanding – 5 points

                          Adaptation for inclusion students – 5 points

             DUE DATE:                                                             (15% of course grade)
5) Micro-teach a lesson plan using writing process – Select a topic in your field and design a lesson using a specific writing process strategy.  Identify the age and ability level of the students for whom the lesson is designed. Be creative as you consider pre-writing, writing, or post-writing activities. Submit lesson plan and rationale. Plan to micro-teach the lesson for 15-20 minutes.   
      The purposes of this assignment include 
a) emphasizing the importance of writing to learn, 

b) developing creative and unique lessons, 

c) addressing specific student ages and needs; and 

d) practice teaching.
            RUBRIC:

                    Selection of strategy and objectives for age and ability level – 5 points

                    Creativity and presentation – 5 points

         DUE DATE:                                                                (10% of course grade)

6) Research a topic in your content area, create an annotated    

       bibliography of at least 10 sources and design a visual to micro-teach  

            As you research a topic that meshes with the courses you will teach, you will 

            develop a portfolio of resources for use during and after student teaching.   

                a) Create an annotated bibliography.  Write a paragraph for each resource 

              summarizing its content and explaining its value as a tool for an active learning 

              literacy experience. Include a range of print and non-print materials to 

              demonstrate the value of multiple sources.

b) Design a visual.  Illustrate the issue using a tri-fold board or PowerPoint

c) Present the visual, explaining how you envision using it in class.

          The purposes of this assignment include: 

a) raising student awareness of the relevance of literacy learning as it pertains

to understanding issues related to your subject area;

b) developing a variety of resources other than a textbook from which to teach course content; 

c) preparing materials and writing notes to assist in future unit planning; and

d) integrating literacy strands to assist students in constructing meaning.

              RUBRIC:

                    Variety of resources – 5 points

                    Quality of summaries – 5 points

                    Quality of intended methods – 5 points

                     Integration of literacy strategies – 5 points

                        Visual and presentation – 5 points

               DUE DATE:                                                                   (25% of course grade)

7) Research and Teach a course topic: Research professional educational journals no older than two years for information regarding either special needs or English Language Learner students, considering literacy needs across all secondary level disciplines. At least five articles are required.  Prepare to teach the information in a manner that will assist teacher candidates in reaching these challenges. 
      The purposes of this assignment are to 

a) increase your knowledge of literacy strategies and 

b) enable you to share them through an interactive presentation that engages individuals in designing methods appropriate for the courses they will teach.

           RUBRIC:

                  Quality and appropriateness of resources – 5 points

                  Clarity and effectiveness of presentation – 5 points        
                                                                                                (10% of course grade)
Course Evaluation: The following evaluation scheme will apply:

      A  95 – 100           B+  87-89       B-  80-82         C 73-76       

      A- 90-94                B    83-86       C+ 77-79
Schedule

Week 1        – goals and expectations – concerns and questions; Key terms:

                                Immersion, constructivism, integrated learning, intertextuality
                          – literacy coaching and subject area standards related to literacy

Week 2         - Reading, writing, learning autobiography DUE
- Allan & Miller, chapters 1 and 2 – contexts of teaching and learning

Week 3           – Micro-teach Advance organizers through children’s literature DUE
                        - Allan & Miller, chapter 3 and 4 – choices and student prior knowledge

 Week 4          - Allan & Miller, chapter 5 – vocabulary and 6 - comprehension
                        – Tovani video Comprehending Content – tape 1 and 2

  Week 5         – Comprehension strategies for content area 

                            Lesson plans and rationale DUE

                        - Allan & Miller, chapter 7 – comprehension support
  Week 6        - Allan & Miller, chapter 8 – reviewing and evaluating  

                        – Authentic assessment assignment due                                                               

  Week 7         -  Writing process issues and strategies

                       - Allan & Miller, chapter 9 – multiple resources
  Week 8          – Micro-teach Writing Process Lesson Plans                    

                        - Allan & Miller, chapter 10 - constructivism

   Week 9          – Adaptations for students with special needs

                          – Visual representations for illustration and note taking

 Week 10         - Literacy and diversity – English language learners

 Week 11        – Presentations and Annotated bibliographies due

Week 12         - Allan & Miller, chapter 11 – enhancing literacy across disciplines

Week 13        - Allan & Miller, chapter 12 – integrated curriculum

Week 14        - Allan & Miller, chapter 13 – continuing professional reflectivity
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This graduate course would replace ERDG 516 Reading in the Content Areas for teacher candidates on the secondary level, since that course is too broad, covering both elementary and secondary level students. The field of “reading” has been redefined as “literacy” and a course focused on middle and high school students and current trends in the field that need to be addressed specifically for the secondary level would prepare students more fully for certification.


address.and meet the certification requirements.











This course explores the literacy strategies of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and using technology across academic disciplines at the secondary level.





None—ERDG 516 Reading in the Content Area covers K-12 and remains for elementary ed, reading specialist, and advanced secondary education students.





None
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