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University of Scranton

Education Department

Departmental Course Syllabus

ESEC 541 Subject Methods: English

Spring 2007
Class Day, Time:                                              Instructor: Dr. Patricia A. Gross

Location:         

                         Office & phone: MGH 131, ext 6288

Credit Value: 3 credits


  Office hours:                            

E-mail: grossp2@Scranton.edu

The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the contemporary school environment.





University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v

Code of Academic Honesty: 

The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community.

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html)

Course Prerequisites: EDUC 313

Catalog Description: Utilizing knowledge of planning and teaching, students will be guided in the analysis of specific content and techniques for teaching that content.  They will demonstrate their ability to carry out plans in “micro” teaching experiences.

Welcome to the next step in preparation for teaching English on the secondary level.  There are many issues to consider as you develop strategies for teaching that honor the subject and the learner.  Literacy is an all-embracing enterprise.  

Learning how to empower students to express ideas effectively, read thoughtfully, speak directly and listen attentively entails self-awareness, self-reflection, and flexibility.  Methods are only as meaningful as the coherence they demonstrate with the subject matter and learners for which they are intended.  

As a community of learners, you will share ideas and lesson plans, micro-teach, peer and self-evaluate, and interrogate beliefs.  Throughout the course, you will experience a number of strategies and assess their effectiveness.

	Course Objectives
	Unit
	PDE
	SPA
	Assessments

	Examine literacy theory and practice, integrating language development, reading skills, media and information processing, writing process, and literature analysis
	S 1, 3

D 1, 2
	I. A, B, C,  D,

E, F
	NCTE

1-6
	Conduct a discussion

	Design learning activities based on student age and cultural background through skills of decoding film
	S 1-4

D 1, 2
	II B, C, D, E, F
	NCTE

3, 4, 5, 6, 9
	Design and micro-teach a lesson on cultural diversity through film

	Incorporate adolescent literature and technology
	S1-4

D 1, 2
	I. B, C, E, F
	NCTE

3
	Design and micro-teach a lesson on adolescent literature using multimedia resources

	Develop repertoire of literacy teaching strategies grades 7-12, including evaluation of Internet sources
	S 1-4

D 1,

2
	II B, C, D,


	NCTE

6, 7, 8, 11, 12
	Write a unit plan

	Develop a service learning component to practice skills of teaching literacy
	D 1, 2, 3
	II B, C, D
	NCTE


	Service learning proposal, plans, and evaluation


Required Texts:  These texts are valuable professional sources.  Read them thoughtfully, raise questions, substantiate opinions.

1) Golden, John. (2001). Reading in the dark. Using film as a tool in the English classroom.  Urbana, IL: NCTE.

2) Greenlaw, James C. & Ebenezer, Jazlin V. (Eds.). (2001). English language arts and Reading on the Internet. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Merrill Prentice-Hall.

3) Sheridan, Daniel. (2001). Teaching secondary English.  2nd Edition. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers.
4) NCTE journals – (Note: membership is highly recommended)

Dispositions:

Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html).

ADA Statement:

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to facilitate accommodations.

Course Requirements/Expectations:

 Attendance and Participation – Punctual attendance and active participation every session are integral to the success and value of the course for all members.  Each person’s contributions enrich us all.  Professionalism counts. Be prepared for every class.  Follow the required readings listed on the schedule below.  Meet stated due dates and evidence responsible choices where offered.                                     (10 % of course grade)

Excellence requires evidence of consistent reading, active contributions to every class session, and giving thoughtful attention to every assignment. Make the most of this opportunity to truly prepare for a career in teaching.

Assignments: All written work should be submitted in 12-point font with one-inch margins, proofread and succinct. Avoid excess verbiage.
1) Conduct a discussion - Select an author from the Sheridan text (indicated on the course calendar by an asterisk) and a short representative piece or excerpt of literature and prepare a lesson plan to provide clear direction and structure for a class discussion of the material.  Develop questions to spark interaction and elicit any key terms, the author’s thesis and major themes. Create a visual graph to illustrate the issues you intend to address. Allow one half hour.  Submit a copy of the lesson plan with prepared questions, citation of sources, and visual to me at the start of your lesson.

          Refer to NCTE journals to provide additional support for the discussion.

 The purposes of this assignment include

a) preparation and practice for leading a discussion;

b) familiarity with professional resources to supplement material;

c) practice in designing visuals to emphasize key points; and

d) opportunity to involve all students in a discussion

e) opportunity to refine questioning techniques.

  See Calendar for DUE DATE.                         (10% of course grade)

              RUBRIC:

                  Structuring of material for discussion – 2 points

Incorporation of NCTE journal article information – 2 points 

                  Appropriateness of questions – 2 points

                  Effectiveness of a visual graph – 2 points

                  Ability to lead yet include all class members – 2 points

2) Micro-teach a lesson about adolescent literature using multimedia 

           Use the Education Department lesson plan format. Select a title and topic,

           define objectives, select resources and media, list activities, identify 

           standards, provide closure. and provide a copy of your plan for every

           class member. Peer evaluations will be submitted in writing.  

           Consult Greenlaw, chapter 4. Plan for one half hour.  

Please notify me of any equipment requests one week in advance.  

The purposes of this assignment include

a) designing effective lesson plans;

b) addressing adolescent issues through literature

c) employing a range of multimedia resources

d) providing opportunities for giving and getting feedback.  

DUE DATES: See calendar                     (20% of course grade) 

  RUBRIC:

         Lesson plan details and coherence – 5 points

Exploration and insights about adolescents – 5 points

                        Use of multimedia resources – 5 points

Implementation of lesson – 5 points

3) Service Learning projects and plans – 10 hour minimum

Describe the service learning you have selected, explain the connections with teaching and learning literacy, and outline the goals you hope to achieve.  State any concerns regarding effectiveness. Maintain a learning log of activities and insights regarding progress. 

            The purposes of this assignment include:

a) studying students to address their learning needs;

b) applying theory to facilitate learning;

c) reaching out to community by utilizing knowledge and skills;

d) documenting efforts and insights about teaching and learning.

          DUE DATES: See calendar                          (10% of course grade)

             RUBRIC:

                      Service learning description and outline of goals – 5 points

                      Learning log of activities and insights – 5 points

4) Design and micro-teach a lesson that interrogates issues of cultural 

    diversity through film.  

           Select and view a film from the Education Department Curriculum Library. 

          Write a lesson plan in which you demonstrate strategies for decoding visual

           literacy and discussing diversity. Use the Education Department lesson 

           plan format to define objectives, list activities, identify standards,

           incorporate artifacts and provide closure. Plan to micro-teach for

           one half hour, showing no more than five minutes of an excerpt from the 

           film. Include a one page rationale for your choices of the issue(s), and 

           appropriateness of the methods for teaching you have selected. Be creative

           in your choice of strategies and artifacts  Submit a lesson plan to every 

           class member.  Written peer evaluations will follow.

The purposes of this assignment include 

a) use of film as a means to develop decoding strategies;

b) application of material and artifacts relevant to students’ lives;

c) ability to select a film, an issue and a method of delivery 

d) exploration of issues of diversity.  

DUE DATE:  See calendar                            (20% of course grade)
           RUBRIC:

                 Choice of topic and objectives – 4 points

                 Coherence of activities and implementation – 4 points

                 Selection of artifacts as motivating elements – 4 points

                 Sensitivity to issues of diversity – 4 points

                 Opportunities for student reflectivity and expression – 4 points

5) Write a unit plan - Select and complete an Application from Sheridan’s text that resonates with you and refers to the Appendices.  Read directions carefully. Consult with me to clarify expectations and logistics. Follow the Education Department lesson plan format. Provide a one-page rationale explaining the meaningfulness to students of your choice of topic and teaching strategies.

The purposes of this assignment include

    a) pursuit of some aspect of Teaching English in a manner conducive to 

         your preferred teaching style and area of greatest interest;

    b) incorporation of aspects of reading, writing, listening, and speaking 

      within the theme you have chosen; and

f) recognition of the flow involved in teaching five consecutive 

      lessons.   

DUE DATES:   Rationale see calendar

                           Complete unit – see calendar (30% of course grade)

RUBRIC:

     One page Rationale for teaching the unit – 6 points

     Objectives and alignment of standards – 6 points

     Integration of literacy strands – 6 points

      Coherence of unit – 6 points

     Appropriate variety of methods – 6 points

GRADING:

Course Evaluation: The following evaluation scheme will apply:

 A  95 – 100           B+  87-89       B-  80-82         C 73-76       D 65-69
 A- 90-94                B    83-86       C+ 77-79         C- 70-72   F less than 65  

Sample calendar: 

Note: Be sure to select the author from the Sheridan text who meets both your interest and your personal calendar.  

Week One  – Goals and expectations for course and career; 

                              Sheridan, chapter 1; Greenlaw p 119 – NCTE 

                              standards; PA standards.

                    – Reader response – Rosenblatt’s transactional theory in

                              Sheridan, chapter 2, pp. 25-41; analysis of 3 lesson                            

                               plans.
  Week Two – Reader response – Probst’s goals, principles, questions 

                              Sheridan, chapter 2, pp. 41-55; Shakespeare Set Free

                     – Reading workshop – Atwell’s assumptions in

                               Sheridan, chapter 2, pp. 55-81; dual notes/responses

  Week Three – Literature – Sheridan, chapter 3.

                                            * Hipple – adolescent literature (pp. 109-116); 

                                            *Jenkinson – censorship (pp. 116-132)  

                       - Greenlaw, chapters 1, 2, 3 – Internet resources and

                                 teaching reading for all abilities.

   Week Four - micro-teach adolescent literature using multimedia 

                      - micro-teach adolescent literature using multimedia
    Week Five – Sourcebooks and case studies and videos

                                 Universal Themes; Mildred Taylor

                                Service learning plans due

                      – Literature – Sheridan chapter 3
                                 *Introduction and Donelson – the canon (pp. 82-95);

                                 *Stotsky – multicultural literature (pp. 96- 108)

     Week Six - Golden, Introduction  (pp. xiii-xvi) and chapter 1          

                                (pp 1-35). Using film as a tool in English classrooms.

                      - Golden, chapters 2 and 3 – film and reading  

                                   strategies, film and literary analysis.

      Week Seven - Discuss cultural diversity; Toni Morrison’s Nobel

                                 Prize for Literature acceptance speech                

                     – Speaking and listening skills of literacy 

   Week Eight – Micro-teach cultural diversity through film                                   

                       - Micro-teach cultural diversity through film

   Week Nine - Writing – Sheridan, chapter 4 – Introduction and

                                     *Murray- prewriting  (pp.134-147) and 

                       - *Sommers – responding (pp. 148-160).

   Week Ten - Writing – Sheridan, chapter 4 – 

                                   *Elbow – assessment (pp. 160-176),

                                   *Carney – writing process (pp. 177-190).

                     – Unit planning – purposes and design; selection  

                           from Sheridan’s Applications

    Week Eleven  – Sheridan, chapter 4
        Teaching poetry reading and writing – 

  - *Tsujimoto (pp. 191- 214) 

   Week Twelve - Service Learning – reports and discussion

                           – Language – Sheridan, chapter 5 – Introduction and 

                                   *Adger –language variation (pp. 220-243); 

                                   *Tabbart – teaching grammar (pp. 244 – 255).

  Week Thirteen– Language – Sheridan, chapter 5 – 

                                   *Weaver (pp.255-272) and 

                                    *Petruzzella (pp. 272-282) – teaching grammar.

                          – Integrating literacy strands 

    Week Fourteen - Unit plans due
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This is the specific methods course specific to English.  All secondary candidates must have both general and specific subject methods





The first in a sequence of courses going from the general to the specific.





Utilizing knowledge of planning and teaching, students will be guided in the analysis of specific content and techniques for teaching that content.  They will demonstrate their ability to carry out plans in “micro” teaching experiences.
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