Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;

2. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to 2.a.

3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

4. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Initiator (Contact Person):  ___Renée M. Hakim, PT, PhD, NCS___________________________

Department(s):__Physical Therapy__________________________________________________

Suggested Course Number / Prefix: ___PT 7xx________________________________________

Course Title (for Catalog): ________Evidence-Based Practice (web-based)______________

Credit Hours: ___4____
Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	This web-based course is designed to review current concepts of evidence-based practice and integrate these concepts to physical therapy clinical practice.  Application of these concepts will include critically evaluating relevant evidence in the literature, preparing literature for presentation to other medical professionals, and preparing an algorithm (decision tree) for use in the clinical setting.




Frequency of Offering:
Every Year
____X____
Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year

___2004___
Semester

___Fall___
Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  ____X_____ Yes
      ___________No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

In tDPT program only, Grand Rounds II & Professional Practice will be combined, added to the ACS EBP elective (PT 453) content, and replaced by/renamed Evidence-Based Practice (4 credits) , which is also integrated with a clinical case-based research component.  The Grand Rounds II & Professional Practice courses remain unchanged in the entry-level DPT program.

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
____X____

Major Elective
    _____________


Cognate

________

Other Elective
    _____________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	


Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______________Yes
______X______ No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:


__________



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
_____X____


Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

Advanced Clinical Skills (ACS) elective PT 453:  Evidence-Based Practice (1 credit) -  entry-level DPT program

Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: 

The tDPT EBP course  includes all of the content from the 1 credit ACS elective which is augmented with the content from both Grand Rounds II and Professional Practice.  Additionally, a clinical case-based research project is integrated for practicing clinicians.
Course Approval Form

tDPT:  Evidence-Based Practice (web-based)

Attachments

1.
A brief course description:

This web-based course is designed to review current concepts of evidence-based practice and integrate these concepts to physical therapy clinical practice.  The student will apply evidence-based practice to a physical therapy related topic of the student’s choice.  Application of these concepts will include critically evaluating relevant evidence in the literature, preparing literature for presentation to other medical professionals, and preparing an algorithm (decision tree) for use in the clinical setting. Course materials will be applied to a clinical case-based research project.

6. A sample syllabus:

Attached

7. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

To meet the needs of working clinicians and compete with other schools offering tDPT degrees, our tDPT program has been re-designed as an entirely web-based program.  As a component of the transition Doctor of Physical Therapy (tDPT) program, this Evidence-Based Practice (EBP)/4 credit course is the web-based substitution for Professional Practice/1 credit and Grand Rounds II (1 credit) that are already approved under the entry-level DPT program.  The 4 credit EBP course synthesizes the materials from the above 1 credit courses and augments the material in an existing Advanced Clinical Skills (ACS) elective course (EBP/1 credit).  This course also includes a patient case-based component to engage the practicing physical therapists who will be enrolled in this course in clinical research.

8. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

This course will be offered on Blackboard 6 with links to the libraries on-line resources.  “Lecture” materials will be posted as Power Point presentations.

9. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

1. Threaded Discussion Group Participation (20% of final grade) 

Each student will be responsible for interacting with the threaded discussion group on at least 2 days during the time frame of one week.  To be counted as participation, the postings need to be thoughtful; that is, they refer to the session readings, relevant issues in the literature, information obtained from other sources, or ideas expressed in the postings of other class members. In responses, please provide constructive feedback, such as suggesting alternative approaches to the problem, giving examples in support of or opposition to a given opinion, sharing personal or professional experiences that illustrate relevant points, identifying important similarities between classmates’ postings, etc. Participation in the threaded discussion of the week is worth from 0 to 3 points. Assignment guidelines and grading rubric will be available at the Assignment button on the left navigation bar.

2. Literature Review (25% of final grade)
The student will formulate a research question related to physical therapy clinical practice.  A systematic review of the literature will be conducted using on-line library resources. Assignment must be properly referenced based on the AMA or APA style manual.  

3. Algorithm (25% of final grade)
The student will use the key findings of the literature review to develop a clinical algorithm (decision tree).  

4. Clinical Case-Based Research Project (30% of final grade)
The student will be required to apply course materials to an actual patient/client that he/she worked with in clinical practice.  While maintaining confidentiality standards (i.e., HIPPA), the student will review a patient/client case and apply the findings of the literature review and alogorithm specifically to this case.  

· Student outcomes from the above graded assignments will be used to modify course content and delivery as needed.  For example, if students are scoring low in a particular area, the instructor will determine if content needs to be enhanced or if threaded discussions need to be more focused in the deficient area.   Additional reading assignments may also be included.  Student feedback will also be solicited for course evaluation and modifications will be made as necessary.

University Of Scranton 

Department Of Physical Therapy
SYLLABUS – tDPT CURRICULUM

COURSE INFORMATION:
· Title – Evidence-Based Practice (web-based)
· Number – PT 7xx
· Credits – 4cr lecture
· Instructor – staff
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This web-based course is designed to review current concepts of evidence-based practice and integrate these concepts to physical therapy clinical practice.  The student will apply evidence-based practice to a physical therapy related topic of the student’s choice.  Application of these concepts will include forming a clinically applicable question, searching for relevant evidence, critically evaluating relevant evidence in the literature, preparing literature for presentation to other medical professionals, and preparing an algorithm (decision tree) for use in the clinical setting. Course materials will be applied to a clinical case-based research project. There will be ongoing contact with the instructor and other colleagues enrolled in the course through threaded discussions and e-mail.  An optional on-campus discussion/review session will be offered toward the end of the semester.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  (indexed to Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists, CAPTE, Effective 1/1/98)

1. The student will be able to express the concepts and steps used in evidence-based practice. (3.8.3.1 Communication and  3.8.3.3 Professional Behavior )
2. The student will be able to critically evaluate the evidence. (3.8.3.8, 3.8.3.9, 3.8.3.10, 3.8.3.11, 3.8.3.12 Critical Inquiry and Decision Making)
3. The student will be able to integrate knowledge found in research to the clinic setting through the use of an algorithm (decision tree). (3.8.3.8, 3.8.3.9, 3.8.3.10, 3.8.3.11, 3.8.3.12 Critical Inquiry and Decision Making).

4. The student will be able to successfully search for evidence. (3.8.3.8, 3.8.3.9, 3.8.3.10, 3.8.3.11, 3.8.3.12 Critical Inquiry and Decision Making)
5. The student will construct a review of the literature and produce an algorithm to communicate that literature to colleagues. (3.8.3.8, 3.8.3.9, 3.8.3.10, 3.8.3.11, 3.8.3.12 Critical Inquiry and Decision Making).

6. The student will be able to discuss the importance of evidence-based practice with other health care professionals. (3.8.3.1 Communication and 3.8.3.3 Professional Behavior)
7. The student will be able to defend their clinical decisions with the evidence they present to other health care professionals. (3.8.3.8, 3.8.3.9, 3.8.3.10, 3.8.3.11, 3.8.3.12 Critical Inquiry and Decision Making).

8. The student will use computer-based technology for accessing course materials, library research, data collection and preparation, and communication (e.g., threaded discussions). 

9.   The student will apply course materials to a clinical case-based research project.
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

Evidence-Based Rehabilitation: A Guide to Practice, Law M., Slack Incorporated, New Jersey, 2002.

TEACHING METHODS: 

Blackboard 6

This course has been specifically designed for presentation and interaction via Blackboard 6 and the World Wide Web.  It utilizes a group of the latest and most effective tools for on-line learning. More information on on-line courses can be found at http://www.scranton.edu/bb.  This course is designed to allow for access anytime and from anyplace where there is Internet connectivity. Additionally, it is strongly recommended that you tackle the readings, written assignments, etc. as prescribed by this syllabus.  In this way you can be assured that you remain on task and successfully complete the work on time. Once you register for this course you will be able to visit the course Blackboard 6 site at http://www.scranton.edu/bb.  Your logon is your University of Scranton email account address.  Your password is your social security number and two-digit day of birth.  You can change your password once you log on the site for the first time.  At any time if you have problems using our course site please contact the Information Resources Helpdesk at 570-941-HELP.

PowerPoint “Lectures”

PowerPoint slides are provided for each of the weekly lessons in this course.  These can be accessed from the left navigation bar of the Blackboard 6 course site. The “lectures” are intended to provide you with the highlights and some insights of each lesson.  You should not conclude that the PowerPoint lecture contains all of the material that you are responsible for.  Reading and understanding all of the material in each assignment is essential.  You should proceed through these lectures on schedule as prescribed in this syllabus.  You can certainly visit the “lectures” more than once. 

Readings

The textbook for this course is: Evidence-Based Rehabilitation: A Guide to Practice, Law M., Slack Incorporated, New Jersey, 2002.  You may purchase this book from the University of Scranton bookstore, through efollet.com, or any other bookstore. In addition to the book, there are selected readings for some of the lessons, which you can access via the left navigation bar of the Blackboard 6 course site.  These electronic readings are stored on an electronic reserve server in the library.  Once you click on the hyperlink for the article you will be transferred to ERES.  You should select the course “PT 7xx”.  The password is *******.  Once you enter the password simply click on the desired article. This material in the articles will be used in two ways.  First, some of the articles will become the basis for our threaded discussion groups, which will be described later in this document.  Other articles may be referenced in exam questions. You should read each assignment thoroughly, as outlined in the schedule.  Ii is suggested that you read the chapters/articles first, followed by your visit to the PowerPoint “lecture”.

Announcements

When you access the Blackboard 6 site for this course you are immediately greeted with a set of announcements.  This tool allows the instructor to post important information about the course, the schedule, instructions, updates, etc. You are strongly urged to check the announcements every business day.

E-Mail

A web-based course assumes extensive use of two-way E-Mail.  You are strongly urged to do the following with respect to E-Mail:  When you first access the Blackboard site go to the section on Communications and check your individual E-Mail address.  Your University of Scranton provided E-Mail address should be listed.  If you would prefer to use a different E-Mail address please change the address in this area.  In this way all the E-Mail that is sent to you via the Blackboard 6 course site will be forwarded to the E-Mail address of your choice.  This will be particularly useful to you when E-Mail is sent to the entire class or when members of the class are trying to E-Mail each other.  If you want to E-Mail the instructor directly, you can do this directly from your preferred account/address or from the Blackboard 6 site.  In either case, you will receive a reply to the address that the mail originated from. The instructor will respond to E-Mail at least once each business day.  Please check E-Mail at least once a day.  If you are experiencing problems with E-Mail please contact our helpdesk at 570-941-help. 

Optional On-Campus Review/Discussion Session

Toward the end of the semester, students will be given an opportunity to attend an optional discussion/review sessions with the course instructor at a location on campus.  This session will provide an opportunity for students to interact with each other and the instructor face-to-face while reviewing course materials and relevant clinical issues.  Date, time, and location will be determined by the instructor to best meet the needs of the students.

GRADING POLICIES:
· Grade Scale (graduate):
	Minimum Score
	Letter
	

	95.00%
	A
	Note:
Course, unit, and individual performance exam grades below 77.00% are unacceptable for progression through the curriculum and will initiate the probation policy - See PT Department Student Handbook.


	92.00%
	A-
	

	89.00%
	B+
	

	86.00%
	B
	

	83.00%
	B-
	

	80.00%
	C+
	

	77.00%
	C
	

	Below 77.00%
	F
	


· Course Assignments:




% of Final Grade

Participation in Threaded Discussion Group


20


Literature Review





25


Algorithm






25

Clinical Case-based Research Project



30








           100%

Note:  The success of the online learning environment depends on consistent and purposeful interaction with the learning community. If circumstances arise that result in your being absent for more than 4-5 days at a time, please contact your instructor. 

· Assignment Descriptions:

Threaded Discussion Group Participation (20%)
On each Wednesday during the semester, a threaded discussion will be initiated by the instructor posting a question or issue that is connected to one of our lessons or readings on the Blackboard 6 course site. You will access the discussion group by selecting that option on the left navigation bar.  Between Wednesday 12:00 Noon and Tuesday 9:00PM each student will be responsible for interacting with the threaded discussion group on at least 2 days during this time frame.  A student can contribute more than two statements, clarifications, or questions/issues. To be counted as participation, the postings need to be thoughtful; that is, they refer to the session readings, relevant issues in the literature, information obtained from other sources, or ideas expressed in the postings of other class members. In your response, please try to provide constructive feedback, such as suggesting alternative approaches to the problem, giving examples in support of or opposition to a given opinion, sharing personal or professional experiences that illustrate relevant points, identifying important similarities between classmates’ postings, etc. Participation in the threaded discussion of the week is worth from 0 to 3 points. For assignment guidelines and grading rubric click the Assignment button on the left navigation bar.

Literature Review (25%)

The student will formulate a research question related to physical therapy clinical practice.  Each student will search for relevant evidence about their research question using on-line library resources.  A systematic review of the literature will be prepared as outlined in the assignment guidelines. Assignment must be properly referenced based on the AMA or APA style manual.  For assignment guidelines and grading rubric click on the Assignment button on the left navigation bar.

Algorithm (25%)
The student will use the key findings of the literature review to develop a clinical algorithm (decision tree).  For assignment guidelines and grading rubric click on the Assignment button on the left navigation bar.

Clinical Case-Based Research Project (30%)

You will be required to apply course materials to an actual patient/client that you have worked with in your clinical practice.  While maintaining confidentiality standards (i.e., HIPPA), you will review a patient/client case and apply the findings of your literature review and alogorithm specifically to this case.  Assignment must be referenced based on your systematic review of the literature.  For assignment guidelines and grading rubric click on the Assignment button on the left navigation bar.

ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

The following lists the activities that each student must complete during the course with corresponding due dates:

	Date
	Activity

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


