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FORENSIC HEALTH INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATION

Executive Summary

Now more than ever, health care frequently becomes enmeshed with the legal system, creating numerous opportunities for health care providers in the field of forensic health.  Based on these increasing career opportunities and strong student interest, the Departments of Nursing and Criminal Justice propose to offer an interdisciplinary concentration in Forensic Health to begin in Fall 2004.  The concentration will be open to all undergraduate students, but would be of particular interest to students preparing for health related careers, such as nursing, human services and occupational therapy.  The Forensic Health Interdisciplinary Concentration requires no additional faculty or library resources.

This concentration would utilize existing courses and only require the creation of one course, N322 Forensic Health.  Students interested in this concentration will be required to complete three required three-credit courses and one elective three-credit course for a total of twelve (12) credits.

REQUIRED COURSES:

(PSYCH 110 is a prerequisite to all the other courses in this concentration, and CJ 110 is a prerequisite to all of the electives.  NUR 322 can be taken any time after PSYCH 110 is completed.)


CJ 110


Introduction to Criminal Justice


NUR 322

Forensic Health


PSYCH 110

Fundamentals of Psychology
(GE S/BH)

ELECTIVES (Choose one of the following):

(Students are asked to consult with the Forensic Health Coordinator before choosing their elective so that they choose the course that best fits their career goals or interests.)


S/CJ 213

Criminology


S/CJ 214

Juvenile Delinquency


S/CJ 218

The American Court System


S/CJ 220

Penology:  The American Correctional System


CJ 230


Crime Prevention


CJ 237


The Investigative Process


S/CJ 324

Victimology

Curriculum Proposal

TITLE:
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATION IN 

FORENSIC HEALTH

INITIATING DEPARTMENTS:
NURSING & CRIMINAL JUSTICE

CONTACT PERSONS:

DR. MARY MUSCARI, NURSING



ATTY. JOSEPH CIMINI, CRIMINAL JUSTICE

LEVEL:

UNDERGRADUATE

COLLEGES:

CPS, CAS, DHC

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSAL


The Departments of Nursing and Criminal Justice propose to offer an interdisciplinary concentration in Forensic Health to begin in Fall 2004, if approved.  The concentration will be open to all undergraduate students, but would be of particular interest to students preparing for health related careers, such as nursing, human services and occupational therapy.  This concentration would utilize existing courses and only require the creation of one course, N322 Forensic Health.

RATIONALE

Now more than ever, health care frequently becomes enmeshed with the legal system, creating numerous opportunities for health care providers in the field of forensic health.  The term forensic means, “pertaining to the law” -- legal.  The use of the term forensic health applies to those instances where health care professionals interact with the law or legal issues.  Forensic Health is the application of the health-related sciences to public or legal proceedings, the application of the forensic aspects of health care in the scientific investigation and treatment of trauma and/or death of victims and perpetrators of abuse, violence, criminal activity, traumatic accidents, and environmental hazards.

Forensic health care professionals work in a number of settings with a variety of clients:  sexual assault victims and perpetrators; victims and perpetrators of domestic violence, child abuse and elder abuse; juvenile delinquents; victims of traumatic accidents; clients with criminal backgrounds, and mentally disturbed offenders.  Forensic health care professionals can also: work in the coroner’s office on death investigations; assist law enforcement in collecting evidence; act as legal consultants; work with medical malpractice issues; work in organ and tissue donation; deal with environmental issues (food and drug tampering, hazards, terrorism, epidemiological issues); and create violence prevention programs.  Health care settings that deal with forensic issues include, but are not limited to: emergency treatment facilities, schools, correctional facilities, psychiatric settings, and outpatient and community health settings. Forensic health research is a rapidly growing area.

Programs in the Panuska College of Professional Studies already offer students theory and selected practicum experiences in working with victims of violence, particularly intrafamilial violence, and victims of trauma and environmental hazards.  However, there is little to no content that explores the forensic aspects of this client population.  Therefore, this concentration would provide interested students with that knowledge and enhance the students’ skills to work with these clients, as well as other clients who come into contact with the criminal justice system.  This concentration would provide students with an introduction to criminal justice, an overview of forensic health, and the ability to chose an area to focus on, such as juvenile delinquents, victimology, the penal system, the American court system, the investigative process or crime prevention.  

This concentration is structured around existing courses with the addition of only one additional interdisciplinary course, and it would require no additional funding.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Violence in the USA (from the FBI, CDC and the Administration on Aging):

Violent crimes continue to be an ongoing problem in the U.S.  Final data released by the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program in the annual publication Crime in the United States, 2001 indicate that:

· The estimated 11.8 million Crime Index offenses (murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft) in the Nation in 2001 represented a 2.1-percent increase over the 2000 estimate, the first year-to-year increase since 1991.
· Estimated violent crime in 2001 rose 0.8 percent over 2000 estimates. Robberies increased 3.7 percent, murders rose 2.5 percent, and forcible rapes increased 0.3 percent in volume.
· Hate crime data were provided by 11,987 law enforcement agencies. The 9,726 hate crime incidents reported in 2001 involved 11,447 separate offenses, 12,016 victims, and 9,231 known offenders.
· Law enforcement made an estimated 13.7 million arrests for criminal offenses (excluding traffic violations) in 2001.

Health care professionals frequently encounter victims and perpetrators of intrafamilial violence, which includes domestic violence, child abuse, and elder abuse:

· Child maltreatment includes physical abuse, neglect (physical, educational, emotional, and/or medical), sexual abuse, emotional abuse (psychological/verbal abuse/mental injury), and other types of maltreatment such as abandonment, exploitation, and/or threats to harm the child. 

· Every year an estimated 826,000 children experience non-fatal child maltreatment.

· Homicide is the fourth leading cause of death for U.S. children aged 1 to 9, the third leading cause of death for children aged 10 to 14 and the second leading cause of death for youth.
· Approximately 1.5 million women and 834,700 men are raped and/or physically   assaulted by an intimate partner each year.  
· Nearly two-thirds of women who reported being raped, physically assaulted, or stalked since age 18 were victimized by a current or former husband, cohabiting partner, boyfriend, or date.
· Among women who are physically assaulted or raped by an intimate partner, one in three is injured. 
· The best national estimate is that a total of 449,924 elderly persons, aged 60 and over, experienced abuse and/or neglect in domestic settings in 1996.

The above statistics do not demonstrate youth violence, the numbers of people who are injured in automobile and other accidents, people who are affected by environmental hazards, and the other populations that come under the care of health care professionals who could better their care of these populations with a background in forensic health.

Forensic Needs Assessment Survey:


Undergraduate nursing majors (125) were surveyed for their interest in taking a concentration in “forensic Health”.  The following summarized their responses to the survey.   The interest was extremely high.  Please note that this is just from nursing students and does not reflect the interest from other programs, such as OT and Human Services, who may also have an interest in the concentration:

    Freshmen/Sophomores/Juniors (n=103):

        Interest in concentration:




77%

        Interest in masters if offered in future:


63%

    Seniors (n=22):

        Would have taken concentration if available:
            95%

        Interest in masters if offered in the future:                
86%

A little more than 1/2 (59%/55%) were aware of the variety of forensic roles available to health care professionals, and most (86%/85%) believed that they would be working with perpetrators and/or victims of crimes and/or trauma.  Most also expressed an interest in learning more about forensic health (94%/94%).

Anticipated Enrollment


Within the Nursing major, four “Free Elective” courses are required.  The Forensics Concentration includes four courses, and one is already required for nursing majors (Psych 110 – Intro to Psychology).  Students interested in the concentration will be able to take all course within the 137 credits required now for the major.  Since it does not add to the current credit requirement for nursing majors, we anticipate sufficient interest.  Initially, we estimate between five and ten nursing students will enroll during the first year the concentration is offered.  Students from other majors will complete minimal enrollment requirements to offer the “Forensic Health” course.   Several sections of the other three courses are offered each year.  There may be a need to offer an additional section of CJ 110 – Introduction to Criminal Justice.

Effect on other Department(s)


The Forensic Health Concentration will: 1) provide a new option for health professions students; 2) may provide a new option for other majors (e.g. criminal justice, pre law); and 3) increase enrollment in criminal justice courses.

Effect on General Education


The Forensic Health Concentration may have a minimal effect on General Education courses, redistributing student choices of courses to criminal justice courses.

Effect on The University of Scranton Community


Several areas within the University community will be enhanced including opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration, and support for the mission of the University as an institution that is responsive to societal needs.  Considering recent advances in forensic science and the increased attention to related health issues including mass casualty and homeland security, the proposed Forensics Concentration will prepare graduates to be “competent, compassionate and committed to the service of the human family”.  

Oversight


The department chairpersons from Nursing and Criminal Justice will coordinate the planning of course offerings.  The concentration will be marketed to all majors with a focus on health professions, criminal justice and other social sciences.

Cost/Revenue Considerations


There may be a cost related to faculty workload if enrollment requires additional sections of Criminal Justice courses.  However, tuition revenue will increase as enrollment increases.
Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Plan


The overall outcome for the Forensic Health Concentration is to introduce students to the effects of violence and criminal actions on society.  Specific objectives are outlined in the syllabus for Forensic Health (Nursing 322).  Students and faculty will evaluate the concentration.

LIBRARY RESOURCES


Although there are journals specific to forensic specialties, such as forensic psychology and forensic medicine, there are no generic forensic health journals at this time.  Most of the University’s health care program specific journals address forensic issues periodically, and the Criminal Justice department has an adequate supply of journals for this concentration at this time.  Thus, we will not need to purchase any other journals.  We will most likely request a few books for the Forensic Health Course so that students in this concentration can have an easily accessible supply of resources.

FACULTY


No increase in faculty is needed for the Forensic Health Concentration.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Interdisciplinary Forensic Health Concentration

The Interdisciplinary Forensic Health Concentration is designed to advance students’ interest in forensic health issues.  The term forensic means “pertaining to the law.”  Forensic Health is the application of the health-related sciences to public or legal proceedings, the application of the forensic aspects of health care in the scientific investigation and treatment of trauma and/or death of victims and perpetrators of abuse, violence, criminal activity, traumatic accidents, and environmental hazards.

Forensic health care professionals work in a number of settings with a variety of clients, including victims and perpetrators of intrafamilial violence and sexual assault, criminal offenders with psychiatric problems and other criminal offenders, trauma victims, juvenile delinquents, and victims of environmental hazards. Career setting options include: emergency health services, schools, psychiatric facilities, outpatient and community health settings, correctional facilities, and legal consulting in the court system.

This concentration is open to all undergraduate students, but is of particular interest to those in health related majors, such as nursing, human services, and occupational therapy.  Students interested in this concentration will be required to complete three required three-credit courses and one elective three-credit course for a total of twelve (12) credits.

REQUIRED COURSES:

Psychology 110 is a prerequisite to all the other courses in this concentration, and CJ 110 is a prerequisite to all of the electives.  NUR 322 can be taken any time after PSYCH 110 is completed.)


CJ 110


Introduction to Criminal Justice


NUR 322

Forensic Health


PSYCH 110

Fundamentals of Psychology

(GE S/BH)

A curriculum guide for the nursing major is included with this proposal.

ELECTIVES (Choose one of the following):
(Students are asked to consult with the Forensic Health Coordinator before choosing their elective so that they choose the course that best fits their career goals or interests.)


CJ 213


Criminology 

S/CJ 214

Juvenile Delinquency


S/CJ 218

The American Court System


S/CJ 220

Penology:  The American Correctional System


CJ 230


Crime Prevention


CJ 237


The Investigative Process


S/CJ 324

Victimology

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF NEW COURSE*
NUR 322 Forensic Health will provide students with an overview of forensic health care.  This course will establish the foundation for forensic health care with an emphasis on a holistic approach to living victims and perpetrators. The relationship between sociocultural factors and violence will be explored. This course also includes an exploration of the principles and philosophies of forensic health, as well as the role of the forensic health care professional working in collaboration with the criminal justice system.
* The proposal and course outline for Nursing 322 “Forensic Health” are presented in Appendix A.
EXAMPLE OF MAJOR WITH FORENSIC HEALTH CONCENTRATION

Bachelor of Science in Nursing with a Concentration in Forensic Health***
	 
	Dept. and No.
	Descriptive Title of Course
	Credits

	 
	 
	 
	FALL
	SPRING

	 
	 
	FIRST YEAR
	 
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 1401
	Introduction to Nursing Concepts
	 
	3

	COGNATE (GE NSCI)
	CHEM 110-111
	Introduction to Chemistry
	3
	3

	COGNATE (GE NSCI)
	BIOL 110-111
	Structure & Function
	4
	4

	GE WRTG-SPCH
	WRTG 107-
COMM 100
	Composition-Public Speaking
	3
	3

	GE C/IL
	C/IL 102
	Computing and Information Literacy
	 
	3

	GE PHIL
	PHIL 120
	Introduction to Philosophy
	3
	 

	GE S/BH***
	PSYC 110
	Fundamentals of Psychology
	3
	 

	FSEM
	INTD 100
	Freshman Seminar
	I
	 

	GEPHED
	PHED ELECT
	Physical Education
	 
	I

	 
	 
	 
	____
	____

	 
	 
	 
	17
	17

	 
	 
	SECOND YEAR
	 
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 250
	Physical Assessment/Health Patterns
	3
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 251
	Nursing Related to the Health Patterns
	 
	4 

	MAJOR
	NURS 262
	Pharmacology I
	 
	I

	COGNATE 
	EXSC 220
	Nutrition for Health Professions
	 
	2-3

	COGNATE
	BIOL 210
	Introductory Medical Microbiology
	3
	 

	COGNATE (GE QUAN) 
	PSYC 210
	Psychological Statistics
	 
	3

	GE T/RS
	T/RS 121 
	Theology I
	3
	

	GE PHIL-T/RS 
	PHIL 210
	Ethics
	3
	 

	GE ELECT***
	CJ 110
	INTRO TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE
	3
	 

	GEHUMN
	HUMN ELECT
	Humanities Elective
	3
	3

	GE S/BH
	PSYC 2253
	Abnormal Psychology
	 
	3

	GEPHED
	PHED ELECT
	Physical Education
	 
	1

	 
	 
	 
	____
	____

	 
	 
	 
	18
	17-18

	 
	 
	THIRD YEAR
	 
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 350-371
	Nursing Care of the Adult I, II
	5.5
	5.5

	MAJOR
	NURS 352
	Mental Health Nursing
	5.5 
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 373
	Nursing Care of the Childbearing Fam. 
	 
	5

	MAJOR
	NURS 360-361
	Pharmacology II, III
	1
	1

	GE PHIL-T/RS
	PHIL 2123
	Medical Ethics-Theology II
	3
	3

	
	PSYC2213-
	Childhood and Adolescence-Elective
	3
	

	GE ELECT***
	NUR 322
	FORENSIC HEALTH
	
	3

	 
	 
	
	_​___
	____

	 
	 
	 
	18
	17.5

	 
	 
	FOURTH YEAR
	 
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 450
	Nursing Care of the Adult III
	5.5
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 452
	Nursing Care of Children & Adol.
	4.5
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 493
	Research in Nursing
	3
	 

	MAJOR
	NURS 471
	Community Health Nursing
	 
	3.5

	MAJOR
	NURS 4732 
	Synthesis of Leadership 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Concepts in Nursing
	 
	3

	MAJOR
	NURS 4752
	Critical Care Nursing
	 
	3

	GEHUMN
	HUMN ELECT
	Humanities Elective
	3 
	3

	GEPHED
	PHED ELECT
	Physical Education
	I
	 

	GE ELECT***
	ELECT
	ELECTIVE CHOICE FROM FORENSIC CONCENTRATION
	3
	3

	 
	 
	 
	____ 
	____

	 
	 
	 
	17
	15.5

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	TOTAL:
	137 CREDITS


INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATION IN

FORENSIC HEALTH

Appendix A

Proposal for new course:

Nursing 322

Forensic Health
Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;

2. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to 2.a.

3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

4. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Initiator (Contact Person) Dr. Mary Muscari_______________________________

Department(s):   Nursing______________________________________________

Suggested Course Number / Prefix: ___Nursing 322__   ____________

Course Title (for Catalog): __Forensic Health_____________________________

Credit Hours: ____3______

Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	This course provides students with an overview of forensic health issues, including forensic health roles, documentation methods, crime classifications, interpersonal violence, evidence preservation, death investigation, and the theory, assessment and forensic health care of victims and offenders




Frequency of Offering:    Every Year
_________
Every Other Year 
____X_____

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year
_2005___
Semester             ___Spring______

Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)____ Yes
___X_No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
    _____________


Cognate

________

Other Elective
    _____________

Other (specify)_X -_Concentration

General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):


Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________


Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________

Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

________  

            Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	Not a GE course.




Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______________Yes
______X*___ No

*Nursing 322 is part of and interdisciplinary concentration in Forensic Health

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course: * The Concentration 



College of Arts and Sciences:


____X_____



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
____X____



Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

None

Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: 

No overlap

PROPOSAL FOR NEW COURSE:

N322 FORENSIC HEALTH 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:


This course provides students with an overview of forensic health issues, including forensic health roles, documentation methods, crime classifications, interpersonal violence, evidence preservation, death investigation, and the theory, assessment and forensic health care of victims and offenders.

RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE:

Now more than ever, health care frequently becomes enmeshed with the legal system, creating numerous opportunities for health care providers in the field of forensic health.  The term forensic means, “pertaining to the law” -- legal.  The use of the term forensic health applies to those instances where health care professionals interact with the law or legal issues.  Forensic Health is the application of the health-related sciences to public or legal proceedings, the application of the forensic aspects of health care in the scientific investigation and treatment of trauma and/or death of victims and perpetrators of abuse, violence, criminal activity, traumatic accidents, and environmental hazards.


This course will be a requirement for those students who opt to complete the Forensic Health Concentration and who are considering careers during which they will work with forensic clients, including but not limited to: sexual assault victims and perpetrators; victims and perpetrators of domestic violence, child abuse and elder abuse; juvenile delinquents; victims of traumatic accidents; clients with criminal backgrounds, and mentally disturbed offenders.  This course will also be open to all students who have an interest in this topic, particularly those in health related disciplines.

LIST OF RESOURCES:


No special resources are required for this course.  The library already has 40 texts that are appropriate, and forensic articles are accessible through our journal collection.  

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON

Department of Nursing

Course # and Title:



Nursing 322 Forensic Health

Credits:




Three (3) Credits

Prerequisites:
Required: Psych 110 Fundamentals of Psychology

Recommended: CJ 110 Introduction to Criminal Justice

Faculty:




Mary E. Muscari, PhD, RN, CRNP, CS

Course Description:
This course provides students with an overview of forensic health issues, including forensic health roles, documentation methods, crime classifications, interpersonal violence, evidence preservation, death investigation, and the theory, assessment and forensic health care of victims and offenders.

Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Describe various forensic occupations and the potential roles for forensic health care personnel.

2. Discuss how crimes are classified via the Crime Classification Manual.

3. Identify the forensic health issues related to: intrafamilial violence, homicide, sexual assault/rape, and youth violence.

4. Formulate a plan to characterize, assess and provide forensic health care for offenders, and for victoms of violent crimes.

5. Discuss the principles of evidence collection and preservation.

6. Demonstrate the ability to document on forensic records.

7. Differentiate between the background and roles of coroners and medical examiners, as well as the cause, manner and mechanism of death.

8. Discuss the forensic health implications of violent crimes against vulnerable populations.

9. Describe the principles of correctional health.

10. Discuss ways to foster violence prevention.

11. Describe the forensic health role in noncriminal cases, environmental issues and terrorism.

Required Texts:


Burgess, A. (2000). Violence through a forensic lens.  King of Prussia, PA: Nursing Spectrum Press.


Douglas, J., Burgess, A. W., Burgess A.G., and Ressler, R. (1997). Crime classification manual: A standard system for investigating and classifying violent crimes, Revised edition.  Jossey-Bass.

Required Articles:


Weekly required article readings are listed after the class schedule.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Reading and Assignments:


Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and assignments by their due dates.  Failure to hand in assignments on required due dates will result in the loss of three (3) points per day from the assignment grade.

Attendance:


Regular class attendance is expected of all students.
 

Grading:


Exam 1






20%


Exam 2






20%


Media Assignment





40%


Role of Forensic health personnel Assignment

20%

CLASS SCHEDULE

WEEK

TOPIC





READINGS:

1

Introduction



Defining forensic health


Burgess, Chap 1



Forensic occupations



Douglas, pp 1-14



Forensic health roles from case to court
Required articles.

2                     Crime classifications



Burgess, Chap 2



Drugs & Alcohol



Douglas, Chap 1 & 3

3

Intrafamilial violence



Burgess, Chap 31

                        
Domestic violence


Required articles.




Child abuse




Elder abuse



Relationship between animal cruelty




and human violence

4

Sexual assault/rape



Burgess, Chap 7, 8, 12, 15,

    

DNA Profiling



                       18, 19, 34



Rape and the prostitute




5                      Homicide/Family notification


Burgess, Chap 3









Required articles

6

EXAM 1

Youth violence



Burgess, Chap 29, 30







Required articles

7

Offenders: Characteristics, 


Douglas, Chap 5, 7

assessment & forensic health care

Required articles

8

Victims: Characteristics, 


Required articles

assessment & forensic health care

9

Collection and preservation of evidence
Required articles



Documentation in forensic cases

10

Death investigations



Required articles




Coroner vs. medical examiner


 



Cause, manner, mechanisms


 



Autoerotic fatalities





11

Crimes against vulnerable populations
Burgess, Chap 4, 5, 6, 




Children:




17, 25, 27, 28, 





Sex crimes & pornography

32





Abductions

Homicide/Infanticide




Elderly





Assaults

Fraud




Persons with disabilities



Stalking



Cybercrime



Workplace violence

12

EXAM II

Correctional Health



Required articles

13

Violence prevention



Required articles

14

Noncriminal forensic health issues

Required articles 



Accidents





Organ and tissue transplants







Malpractice and negligence cases



Environmental forensic issues



Terrorism






Required articles:

Week 1 (forensic roles):

How science solves crimes; Jeffrey Kluger; Time, New York; Oct 21, 2002; Vol. 160, Iss. 17; pg. 37

A century of forensic social work: Bridging the past to the present; Albert R Roberts; Social Work, New York; Jul 1999; Vol. 44, Iss. 4; pg. 359, 11 pgs

Developing forensic nursing; Nicola Evans; Nursing Management, Harrow-on-the-Hill; Mar 2000; Vol. 6, Iss. 10; pg. 14, 4 pgs
Week 3 (intrafamilial violence):

	
	Recommendations on screening for domestic violence; Carrie Morantz; American Family Physician, Kansas City; Dec 1, 2002; Vol. 66, Iss. 11; pg. 2168, 1 pgs 


	2.
	 
	Men's and women's use of intimate partner violence in clinical samples; L Kevin Hamberger; Violence against Women, Thousand Oaks; Nov 2002; Vol. 8, Iss. 11; pg. 1301, 31 pgs 


	3.
	 
	Alcohol abuse and the risks of violence; Susan Donath; Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, Canberra; Oct 2002; Vol. 26, Iss. 5; pg. 411 


	4.
	 
	Screening for intimate partner violence in the primary care setting: A critical review; Cynthia H Chuang; Journal of Clinical Outcomes Management, Wayne; Oct 2002; Vol. 9, Iss. 10; pg. 565, 7 pgs 


	5.
	 
	 

AAP report on maltreatment of children; Carrie Morantz; American Family Physician, Kansas City; Nov 1, 2002; Vol. 66, Iss. 9; pg. 1782, 1 pgs 
7.
 

Emotional abuse in children: Variation in legal definitions and rates across the United States; Stephanie Hamarman; Child Maltreatment, Thousand Oaks; Nov 2002; Vol. 7, Iss. 4; pg. 303, 9 pgs 
8.
 

The co-occurrence of child maltreatment and domestic violence: Examining both neglect and child physical abuse; Carolyn Copps Hartley; Child Maltreatment, Thousand Oaks; Nov 2002; Vol. 7, Iss. 4; pg. 349, 10 pgs 
9.
 

Exposure to physical violence during childhood, aging, and health; Benjamin A Shaw; Journal of Aging and Health, Thousand Oaks; Nov 2002; Vol. 14, Iss. 4; pg. 467, 28 pgs 
10.
 

Silenced Angels: The Medical, Legal, and Social Aspects of Shaken Baby Syndrome; Sara H Sinal; JAMA, Chicago; Oct 9, 2002; Vol. 288, Iss. 14; pg. 1781, 1 pgs 

11.
 

Violence against elderly people: A neglected problem; Daniel Nelson; The Lancet, London; Oct 5, 2002; Vol. 360, Iss. 9339; pg. 1094, 1 pgs 
www.hsus.org.  First Strike Program.


Week 5 (homicide):

	
	


	2.
	 
	Investigative experience and accuracy in psychological profiling of a violent crime; Richard N Kocsis; Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Beverly Hills; Aug 2002; Vol. 17, Iss. 8; pg. 811, 13 pgs 


	5.
	 
	Variation in homicide risk during infancy--United States, 1989-1998; L Paulozzi; JAMA, Chicago; May 1, 2002; Vol. 287, Iss. 17; pg. 2208, 1 pgs 


	6.
	 
	Sexual homicide of elderly females: Linking offender characteristics to victim and crime scene attributes; Mark E Safarik; Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Beverly Hills; May 2002; Vol. 17, Iss. 5; pg. 500, 26 pgs 


	9.
	 
	Assessing the impact of gender inequality on female homicide victimization across U.S. cities: A racially disaggregated analysis; Lynne M Vieraitis; Violence against Women, Thousand Oaks; Jan 2002; Vol. 8, Iss. 1; pg. 35, 29 pgs 


	
	
	Blind-Sided: Homicide Where It Is Least Expected; Kathleen M Heide; Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Beverly Hills; Dec 2001; Vol. 16, Iss. 12; pg. 1349, 4 pgs 


	11.
	 
	Homicide's toll; Patrick Sullivan; Canadian Medical Association. Journal, Ottawa; Oct 30, 2001; Vol. 165, Iss. 9; pg. 1246, 1 pgs 


	12.
	 
	Working with adult homicide survivors, part II: Helping family members cope with murder; M Regina Asaro; Perspectives in Psychiatric Care, Philadelphia; Oct-Dec 2001; Vol. 37, Iss. 4; pg. 115, 11 pgs 


	
	
	Working with adult homicide survivors, part I: Impact and sequelae of murder; M Regina Asaro; Perspectives in Psychiatric Care, Philadelphia; Jul-Sep 2001; Vol. 37, Iss. 3; pg. 95, 7 pgs 


	14.
	 
	Near-Death experience: The role of victim reaction in attempted homicide; Katarina Fritzon; Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Beverly Hills; Jul 2001; Vol. 16, Iss. 7; pg. 679, 18 pgs 


Week 6 (youth violence):

Violent incidents in a forensic adolescent unit: A functional analysis; Hazel Mackenzie; Paediatric Nursing, Harrow-on-the-Hill; Feb 2001; Vol. 13, Iss. 1; pg. 9, 1 pgs

Forensic evaluations of adolescents: Psychosocial and clinical considerations; William Halikias; Adolescence, Roslyn Heights; Fall 2000; Vol. 35, Iss. 139; pg. 467, 18 pgs
Week 7 (offenders):

Criminal Profiling: An Introduction to Behavioral Evidence Analysis; Robert T Fintzy; The American Journal of Psychiatry, Washington; Sep 2000; Vol. 157, Iss. 9; pg. 1532, 3 pgs

Pyschosis, psychopathy, and homicide: A preliminary neuropsychological inquiry; Paul G Nestor; The American Journal of Psychiatry, Washington; Jan 2002; Vol. 159, Iss. 1; pg. 138, 3 pgs

	
	 
	Evil or Ill? Justifying the Insanity Defense; Gail Erlick Robinson; The American Journal of Psychiatry, Washington; Oct 1999; Vol. 156, Iss. 10; pg. 1659, 1 pgs 

	
	
	


	27.
	 
	Forensic family genogram: An assessment & intervention tool; Arlene Kent-Wilkinson; Journal of Psychosocial Nursing & Mental Health Services, Thorofare; Sep 1999; Vol. 37, Iss. 9; pg. 52, 5 pgs 

Current literature: Forensic psychiatry.  _____. ( 1998). The British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 61, 192.

Occupational therapy in forensic settings: A preliminary review of the knowledge and research base. Research and Development Group, College of Occupational Therapists. Mountain, G. ( 1998). London, England: College of Occupational Therapists.

Forensic practice for occupational therapists - the Alberta experience. Taylor, EA Brintnell, ES Shim, M Wilson, S. ( 1997). World Federation of Occupational Therapists : Bulletin, 36, 6-10.


Week 8 (victims):

Lynch, V. (1995). A new perspective in the management of crime victims from trauma to trial.  Critical Care Nursing Clinics of North America. September 95.

Working with adult homicide survivors, part II: Helping family members cope with murder; M Regina Asaro; Perspectives in Psychiatric Care, Philadelphia; Oct-Dec 2001; Vol. 37, Iss. 4; pg. 115, 11 pgs

Working with adult homicide survivors, part I: Impact and sequelae of murder; M Regina Asaro; Perspectives in Psychiatric Care, Philadelphia; Jul-Sep 2001; Vol. 37, Iss. 3; pg. 95, 7 pgs

Near-Death experience: The role of victim reaction in attempted homicide; Katarina Fritzon; Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Beverly Hills; Jul 2001; Vol. 16, Iss. 7; pg. 679, 18 pgs

	 
	Acute stress disorder in victims of robbery and victims of assault; Ask Elklit; Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Beverly Hills; Aug 2002; Vol. 17, Iss. 8; pg. 872, 16 pgs 


Week 9 (evidence and documentation):

"Don't destroy the evidence!"; Jane M Wick; Association of Operating Room Nurses. AORN Journal, Denver; Nov 2000; Vol. 72, Iss. 5; pg. 807, 22 pgs

Forensic emergency medicine: practitioners must consider roles as investigators, reporters.  Todd-C.  ED-Legal-Letter (ED-LEGAL-LETT) 2002 May; 13(5): 49-60 

Week 10 (death investigations):

Death to Dust: What Happens to Dead Bodies; Joseph H Davis; JAMA, Chicago; Oct 10, 2001; Vol. 286, Iss. 14; pg. 1767, 2 pgs 

Death Investigation: The Basics; Randy Hanzlick; Archives of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine, Northfield; May 1999; Vol. 123, Iss. 5; pg. 447, 2 pgs

Week 12 (correctional health):

Forensic nursing: RN practice in prison populations; Mary Anne Gorman; Alberta RN, Edmonton; Oct 2002; Vol. 58, Iss. 9; pg. 4, 2 pgs

Occupational Therapists' Perspectives of the Needs of Women in Medium Secure Units. Baker, S McKay, EA. ( 2001). The British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 64, 441-448.

Law and psychiatry. Evaluations in jails, prisons, and forensic facilities.  Reid-WH.

Journal-of-Psychiatric-Practice (J-PSYCHIATR-PRACT) 2002 Jan; 8(1): 54-6

Prevalence of psychiatric disorder in New Zealand prisons: a national study.  Brinded-PMJ; Simpson-AIF; Laidlaw-TM; Fairley-N; Malcolm-F.  Australian-and-New-Zealand-Journal-of-Psychiatry (AUST-NZ-J-PSYCHIATRY) 2001 Apr; 35(2): 166-73 

Working with women in secure environments.  Byrt-R; Lomas-C; Gardiner-G; Lewis-D.  Journal-of-Psychosocial-Nursing-and-Mental-Health-Services (J-PSYCHOSOC-NURS-MENT-HEALTH-SERV) 2001 Sep; 39(9): 42-50, 58-9 

Week 13 (violence prevention):

Risk assessment: still a risky business.  Prins-H. British-Journal-of-Forensic-Practice (BR-J-FORENSIC-PRACT) 2002 Feb; 4(1): 3-8 

	
	 
	Violence prevention techniques for over-stresed workplaces; Vicki Sanderford-O'Connor; Occupational Health & Safety, Waco; Jul 2002; Vol. 71, Iss. 7; pg. 102, 3 pgs 


	4.
	 
	Preventing unintentional injuries and deaths in schools; Monica Preboth; American Family Physician, Kansas City; May 15, 2002; Vol. 65, Iss. 10; pg. 2167, 2 pgs 


	7.
	 
	Better methods needed to prevent workplace homicides; Marilynn Larkin; The Lancet, London; Mar 2, 2002; Vol. 359, Iss. 9308; pg. 773, 1 pgs 


Week 14 (noncriminal cases, environmental issues, terrorism):

Liability for the psychiatrist expert witness; Renee L Binder; The American Journal of Psychiatry, Washington; Nov 2002; Vol. 159, Iss. 11; pg. 1819, 7 pgs
September 11: How they identified the victims; Wanda Reif; The Lancet, London; Sep 7, 2002; Vol. 360, Iss. 9335; pg. 807, 2 pgs
Reilence or panic? The public and terrorist attack; Bill Durodie; The Lancet, London; Dec 14, 2002; Vol. 360, Iss. 9349; pg. 1901, 2 pgs

	 
	Law and ethics: Expert witness discovery in medical malpractice cases; Dennis J Mazur; Medical Decision Making, Cambridge; Nov/Dec 2002; Vol. 22, Iss. 6; pg. 526, 1 pgs 


Two separate tampering alerts issued; Anonymous; Nursing, Horsham; Aug 2002; Vol. 32, Iss. 8; pg. 30, 1 pgs

Increase in drug tampering reports sparks new security considerations; Lou Fintor; Journal of the National Cancer Institute, Oxford; Oct 2, 2002; Vol. 94, Iss. 19; pg. 1424, 2 pgs

MEDIA ASSIGNMENT


Fictional television shows are creative for entertainment purposes.  Thus they rely more on dramatic principles than factual ones.  Utilizing the knowledge gained from this course and from supplemental readings and your own research, analyze an episode of the television show, “Law and Order.”  Utilize the original show that carries the case from crime through court.  Do not use one of the “spin-off shows,” such as Law and Order Criminal Intent.”

PART I  (20 points)


In approximately 250 to 500 words, describe the crime, the offender(s), the victim(s), how the crime was solved and how the case was tried. 

PART II (35 points)


Answer the following questions utilizing references:

1. Did the offender have a realistic criminal/personality profile?  Why?

2. Did the offender and victim know each other?  Was there realistic risk? Why?

3. Was the case solved realistically?  Explain your answer. 

4. Were the trial proceedings accurate?  Explain.

PART III (25 points)


Utilizing a bulleted list format, write how the crime, criminal, victim, investigation and trial would be portrayed more accurately.

The paper should be NO MORE than 15 pages total. (2 points will be removed for every page over 15 pages.)

FORMAT (10 points)

1. APA or MLA format with reference list.  

2. Check spelling and grammar.

3. Double space and number pages.

4. Use Times New Roman or equivalent 12-point font and one inch margins top, bottom and sides.

5. Separate paper into the three parts noted above.

ROLE OF FORENSIC HEALTH PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENT

Search the Internet for high profile criminal cases, using reputable sites (e.g., FBI or other criminal justice agency; CNN or other national news network).  Examples of high profile crimes include:  any child abduction (Polly Klaus, Adam Walsh); murder of Jon Benet Ramsey); serial killers (DC Snipers); school shooters (Columbine); pedophile clergy.

Utilizing and referencing the information you gather over the Internet, this course, your readings and your own research, describe how a forensic health care professional would play a critical role for the offender, the victim(s), the victim’s family, or other persons involved in the incident (such as witnesses to the violent activity).  You can choose any forensic health professional that you want (nurse, OT, counselor, social worker, etc.), but the role should be appropriate for the case.  For example, you would NOT chose a sexual assault nurse examiner for the DC shooting case; however, an emergency room nurse or a would be appropriate to care for victims, and a counselor would be appropriate for anyone involved in the case.

1. Briefly describe the case (maximum of 250 words). (25 points)

2. Name the forensic health care role that you chose, and define it. (10 points)

3. State whether the forensic health care professional is caring for the offender, victim, family or witness(es). (5 points)

4. Explain how the forensic health care professional would intervene. (40 points)

5. State why you chose this forensic health profession. (10 points)

FORMAT (10 points)

Use APA or MLA format for references (in text and reference list), but no abstract.

Use title page, number pages, use Times New Roman 12 Point font and one inch margins.

Maximum number of pages FIVE (5).  Two (2) points will be deducted for each page over 5.
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N322 Course Evaluation

INSTRUCTIONS:
Mark the response that most clearly indicates your evaluation.  Please add comments that would be helpful in the revision of this course.

	
	A
	B
	C

	To what extent were the following objectives met?
	
	
	

	1.  Describe various forensic occupations and the potential roles for forensic health care personnel.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	2.  Discuss how crimes are classified via the Crime Classification Manual.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	3.  Identify the forensic health issues related to: intrafamilial violence, homicide, sexual assault/rape, and youth violence.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	4.  Formulate a plan to characterize, assess and provide forensic health care for offenders of violent crimes.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	5.  Discuss the principles of evidence collection and preservation.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	6.  Formulate a plan to characterize, assess and provide forensic health care for victims of violent crimes.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	7.  Demonstrate the ability to document on forensic records.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	8.  Differentiate between the background and roles of coroners and medical examiners, as well as the cause, manner and mechanism of death.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	9.  Discuss the forensic health implications of violent crimes against vulnerable populations.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	10.  Describe the principles of correctional health.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	11.  Foster violence prevention.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	12.  Describe the forensic health role in noncriminal cases, environmental issues and terrorism.
	MET
	SOMEWHAT MET
	NOT MET

	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:
	
	
	

	13.  Expectations of students were:
	CLEAR
	SOMEWHAT CLEAR
	NOT CLEAR

	14.  Was there agreement between the objectives and what was taught?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	15.  Did this course duplicate other courses?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	16.  What was the level of the course taught?
	TOO HGIH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LOW

	17.  The amount of reading was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	18.  Were the directions for written assignments clear?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	19.  Did the media assignment help you better understand the criminal process from case to court?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT 
	NO

	20.  Did the Forensic Health Professional assignment help you better understand the role?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	21.  How many articles did you read for this course?
	10 – 20
	20 – 30
	30 – 40

	22.  Were the required articles helpful?
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	23.  Was the Violence through a Forensic Lens book helpful
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	24.  Was the Crime Classification book helpful?
	YES 
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	25.  The amount of work for the credit was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	26.  Were grading practices fair?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO


COMMENTS:

