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Course Description:
Violence is a central problem in twentieth-century German culture and society. Our most common associations with "German" violences, including the two world wars and the Holocaust, are specific articulations of violence and brutality that together generate a larger set of cultural and historical questions, including:  What counts as violence?  Who perpetrates violence and why do they choose to do so?  What are the effects of violence on people subjected to it, people who perpetrate it, and people who witness it?  How can we assess forms of violent resistance to war, fascism, and other forms of oppression?  How do past violences continue to weigh on the present? How can we think critically about the origins and consequences of competing ideas of the relation of violence to culture?

Course Goals:


-Development of German reading knowledge and interpretive skills


-Extensive practice of spoken and written German (including but no limited to

grammatical structures)

-Development of comprehension strategies for authentic texts
-Increased comfort with unscripted conversations and authentic texts

-Introduction to German debates on the meaning and consequences of violence for society and culture in their respective historical and political contexts
Required Texts:
-Rankin/ Wells. Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik. Wiederholen und anwenden. 4/e.

-A course reader is available for purchase at the Campus Store.
-Select Films will be available for viewing in the Language Learning Center, O’Hara Hall 306.
Attendance and Participation:
Attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will affect your grade.  In the event that you miss three or more classes, your grade will be reduced by 2% for each additional absence.  If you are more than 5 minutes tardy, you will be marked absent.  More than 6 absences may result in a failing grade.  If you must miss class, please make every effort to notify me in advance.  You will be responsible for any missed work, and should plan to ask a classmate to share his or her class notes from the missed session.  Like class periods, any scheduled film screenings are mandatory.  If for some reason you cannot make a scheduled screening, you must arrange to view the film in advance in order to participate in fully in class activities.

Participation includes:

-Active listening (to me and to your classmates)

-Showing respect for your fellow classmates

-Relevant verbal participation (i.e. don’t just say something for the sake of saying something, but try to respond to people and their ideas)

-Timely completion of written assignments

An additional word on this last point: if you do not turn it in on time, I will not read it.  Extensions will be granted ONLY if you speak to me at least 48 hours before an assignment is due, baring genuine emergencies.  If you plan accordingly, this should not be a problem.
Assessment:

Your course grade will be based on regular attendance and participation (25%); timely and accurate completion of assignments aimed at reviewing and refining your mastery of grammatical structures (10%); written reviews of work submitted by your peers (5%); an in-class oral presentation (10%); three short essays (20%); a final essay (10%), and a portfolio of revised work and critical self-assessments (20%).
Workbooks and Handouts

Workbook assignments and supplementary handouts focus on the most relevant vocabulary and structures for a given text and include reading questions for each assignment.  Students should read the questions prior to beginning an assignment and be prepared to discuss their written responses in class the following day.

Oral presentation (10 Min.)
Each presentation will be based on a supplementary reading related to a text and/or its cultural/historical context.  Students should agree on a supplementary text with me no less than one week in advance of their presentation.  That text should be made available to the rest of the class, but the presenter should not assume that all of her/his classmates will have read and prepared the text; s/he should present the main arguments of the reading and facilitate a brief discussion about the insights it offers into required course materials.  Students are encouraged to produce a Thesenpapier consisting of key quotations and arguments for their classmates.
In class, oral presentations should be given using notes or an outline, not read from a pre-written text.  They are designed to help you develop your abilities to speak freely about a topic at greater length.  In the process, you will help your classmates to understand an assigned text or topic better through class discussion of supplementary materials.  PRESENATIONS READ FROM SCRIPTS WILL NOT RECEIVE GRADES HIGHER THAN “C.”

3 Short essays (2-3 pages)

These short essay assignments should help you develop confidence in writing longer texts organized around original arguments and interpretations supported by textual evidence.  Topics will be suggested; you are welcome to choose your own topic if you discuss it with me first.  You will be required to share your short papers with your peers and should plan to read at least two of your classmates’ papers and offer written comments before the end of the semester.

Final essay (4-5 pages)
By the end of the semester, you will be able to write an essay of this length on a topic of your own design.  You must discuss your topic with me outside of class no less than one week before the end of term.  Students taking the course as GERM 383 are strongly encouraged to write a paper 6-8 pages in length.

Portfolio
The portfolio provides an opportunity to revisit short writing assignments at intervals throughout the semester and to improve them based on feedback from the professor, other students, and the knowledge you gain in your engagement with subsequent course materials.  The portfolio should include all original marked and revised versions of the short essays; the final essay; reflections; and a self-assessment worksheet.  More detailed guidelines for the portfolio will be provided later in the semester.
Students with special needs: In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.  Please inform me of any pending registration requests so that I can arrange for reasonable interim accommodation.

Co-curricular Activities and other Resources:
You are strongly encouraged to participate in regularly scheduled co-curricular activities designed to supplement your classroom learning experiences.  You are required to attend at least one part of the scheduled Jurek Becker film and lecture series scheduled to begin in late October; additionally, German club meetings on featured cultural topics and our bi-weekly conversation group are strongly encouraged.  Calendars of German related events will be distributed monthly.

The Language Learning Center on the third floor of O’Hara Hall is available to all students enrolled in language classes at the University of Scranton.  German language dictionaries and other reference materials, as well as CD-ROMs with additional practice exercises, German language television, and a small collection of films are available for your use in the fully functional computer lab and satellite room.

Academic honesty/plagiarism policy:  Plagiarism, defined as the intentional or inadvertent use of the words or ideas of another without proper credit, is unacceptable and will result in–minimally-- a failing grade for the paper containing it, and may result in a failing grade for the course.  For foreign language courses, the use of on-line translation sites also constitutes plagiarism. To quote the MLA Handbook, “plagiarism . . .constitutes intellectual theft” (30).  If you are in doubt about the use of sources, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, the Library’s tutorial on citing sources, or ask your professor. Enrollment at the University constitutes agreement with its policies as stated in the Student Handbook, including the policies and procedures for Academic honesty.

Week 1: Violence and Politics in the Weimar Republic
→Hans Steinhoff. Hitlerjunge Quex.(1933)

Week 2: Colonial Violence

→Herbert Selpin. Carl Peters (1940/1941)
Week 3: World War I/ Violence and Technology

→Ernst Jünger. Excerpts from the war diary, The Storm of Steel (1920)
Week 4: Violence of Social Relationships

→Friedrich Wolf. Potassuim Cyanide (1929)
Week 5: Social Violence, cont’d
Week 6: Revolutionary Violence: Individual and Society

→Bertolt Brecht. The Measures Taken (1930)

Week 7: Revolutionary Violence, cont’d

Week 8: Violence against Jews and “Outsiders” in Nazi Germany


→Wannsee Conference: Protocols
Week 9: Violence and State Justice


→Peter Weiss.  Frankfurt Excerpts (1965)
Week 10: Emergency Legislation and Staatsgewalt

→Ulrike M. Meinhof. “Notstand? Notstand!” 
“Violence against Things”: Protest and Escalation→ 

→ Ulrike M. Meinhof: “From Protest to Resistance” (1968)

→ Flugblätter der Kommune I zur Brusseler Kaufhausbrandstiftung (1967)
→Film: Reproduction of the lost film “How to Make a Molotow Cocktail” by Holger Meins [1968] (in: Starbuck)

Week 11: Violence against Women, Counterviolence by Women:


→Handbill: “SETTLING ACCOUTS by the frankfurt wenches council” (1968)
Week 12: Terrorism

→ “Short Chronology of the History of the RAF” 

→ “Build up the Red Army!” [1970] (in: Rote Armee Fraktion. Texte und Materialien zur Geschichte der RAF.  (Berlin: ID-Verlag 1997))

Week 13: Racism and Xenophobic Violence
→May Opitz, “Racism Here and Now,” Showing our Colors: Afro-German Women Speak Out (1986)
→José F.A. Oliver: “Poem of a little guest entrusted to me” (1993)/ Audio CD available in the LLC/ O’Hara 306 

Week 14: The Postmodern and the Aesthetics of Violence
→Heiner Müller and Alexander Kluge.  Müller/Kluge Digitization Project (Under the Sign of Mars)
Week 15: Never Again?

→Press responses to German participation in Kosovo
→Recent German discussions of violence in the second world war, including excerpts from the Regular Army Exhibition Catalogue and accounts of carpet bombing and displacement.

“Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/ examinations”:
Assignment sequence for unit 11: “Violence against Women, Counterviolence by Women”/Working with life-stories from Ute Kätzel, Die 68erinnen.  Porträt einer rebellischen Frauengeneration. (Berlin: Rowohlt, 2002).

Reading Notebook Assignment from the previous class (Part one of a phased-writing assignment):

What role did women play within the larger student movement in West Germany?  What issues were important to them?  What actions did they take to address those issues?  How did their strategies change over time?  Be prepared to discuss your answers to these questions in class.

Day 1. After having viewed a series of images of politically engaged women in print media of the 1960s and early 1970s, students will discuss how their self-portraits diverge from and respond to popular discussions of women, politics, and violence.  I developed the supporting materials and a typography of representations in the paper "Women's Sexuality and Radical Politics in Popular Accounts of Terrorist Violence," Women in German, Modern Language Association. San Diego. 27 Dec. 2003.

Writing assignment (Part 2 of a phased writing assignment): Study the handbill “SETTLING ACCOUTS by the frankfurt wenches council” (1968) carefully.  Please write one, double-spaced page answering the following questions: What is the content of the handbill?  What might the author/illustrator’s intent have been in producing such a handbill?  (How) do the self-portraits of women active in the student movement help you to contextualize the text and image?

Day 2. Constructing dialogues.  Imagine you are in attendance at the Socialist German Students’ meeting in Hannover where this handbill was distributed.  How would you respond to it?  Have a group discussion in which a range of possible men’s and women’s reactions to the handbill are represented.  Remember, you should try to put yourself in someone else’s historical shoes to complete this task successfully.
Writing assignment (Part 3 of a phased writing assignment): Considering the range of perspectives generated in your groups’ discussions, your own account of the content and function of the handbill, and the examples of self- and media representations of politically engaged women we have discussed to date, how would you characterize women’s understandings of violence and counter-violence in and around “1968”?  (Why) do their debates matter to us today?  Be sure to support your argument with specific examples from the texts we have read and discussed in class.
Day 3. In-class writing workshop.  Students will work in pairs to revise and edit their short papers.  By this point in the semester they will already have experience with the workshop format, which begins with a worksheet of guided questions about clarity of argument, use of supporting examples, and organization, followed by a check-list for editing spelling and structures.

Writing assignment (Part 4 of a phased writing assignment): Use your partner’s suggestions to modify your short essay, now due at the beginning of our next class period.  Be sure to reference the editing checklist again before turning in your final draft.
Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms:
The following will aim to improve the course during its initial offering and in successive iterations:

-mid-semester evaluations

-detailed evaluations of course materials and assignments to supplement on-line teaching evaluations

-peer review in the form of observation
GERM 315 Violence in Twentieth Century Germany

50 Word Catalogue Description: Violence is a central problem in twentieth-century German culture and society. Our most common associations with "German" violences, including the two world wars and the Holocaust, are specific articulations of violence and brutality that together generate a cultural and historical questions. Taught in German.
Student Learning Objectives:
· Increased and differentiated knowledge of German history, society, and culture, with a focus on minority perspectives; 
· Awareness of institutional structures, modes of authority, and political power which inform the representation of violent events in literature and culture;

· Familiarity with a range of concepts of violence, including but not limited to physical violence, structural violence, social violence, and violence in/of language; 

· Development of skills for phased writing, revision, and editing; 

· Broad familiarity with the history and culture of twentieth century Germany and;

· Development of a sympathetic imagination of cultural differences across times and places.

Course Objectives Specific to the German Language:


-Development of German reading knowledge and interpretive skills


-Extensive practice of spoken and written German (including but no limited to

grammatical structures)

-Development of comprehension strategies for authentic texts

-Increased comfort with unscripted conversations and authentic texts

-Introduction to German debates on the meaning and consequences of violence for society and culture in their respective historical and political contexts

Attendance and Participation:

Attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will affect your grade.  In the event that you miss three or more classes, your grade will be reduced by 2% for each additional absence.  If you are more than 5 minutes tardy, you will be marked absent.  More than 6 absences may result in a failing grade.  If you must miss class, please make every effort to notify me in advance.  You will be responsible for any missed work, and should plan to ask a classmate to share his or her class notes from the missed session.  Like class periods, any scheduled film screenings are mandatory.  If for some reason you cannot make a scheduled screening, you must arrange to view the film in advance in order to participate in fully in class activities.

Participation includes:

-Active listening (to me and to your classmates)

-Showing respect for your fellow classmates

-Relevant verbal participation (i.e. don’t just say something for the sake of saying something, but try to respond to people and their ideas)

-Timely completion of written assignments

An additional word on this last point: if you do not turn it in on time, I will not read it.  Extensions will be granted ONLY if you speak to me at least 48 hours before an assignment is due, baring genuine emergencies.  If you plan accordingly, this should not be a problem.

Assessment:

Your course grade will be based on regular attendance and participation (25%); timely and accurate completion of reading notebook assignments designed to improve your comprehension of texts and serve a starting point for class discussions (10%); written reviews of work submitted by your peers (5%); an in-class oral presentation (10%); three short essays (20%); a final essay (10%), and a portfolio of revised work and critical self-assessments (20%).
Oral presentation (10 Min.)

Each presentation will be based on a supplementary reading related to a text and/or its cultural/historical context.  Students should agree on a supplementary text with me no less than one week in advance of their presentation.  That text should be made available to the rest of the class, but the presenter should not assume that all of her/his classmates will have read and prepared the text; s/he should present the main arguments of the reading and facilitate a brief discussion about the insights it offers into required course materials.  Students are encouraged to produce a thesis paper consisting of key quotations and arguments for their classmates.

In class, oral presentations should be given using notes or an outline, not read from a pre-written text.  They are designed to help you develop your abilities to speak freely about a topic at greater length.  In the process, you will help your classmates to understand an assigned text or topic better through class discussion of supplementary materials.  PRESENATIONS READ FROM SCRIPTS WILL NOT RECEIVE GRADES HIGHER THAN “C.”

3 Short essays (3-4 pages)

These short essay assignments should help you develop confidence in writing longer texts organized around original arguments and interpretations supported by textual evidence.  Topics will be suggested; you are welcome to choose your own topic if you discuss it with me first.  You will be required to share your short papers with your peers and should plan to read at least two of your classmates’ papers and offer written comments before the end of the semester.

Final essay (6-8 pages)

You must discuss your topic with me outside of class no less than one week before the end of term.

Portfolio
The portfolio provides an opportunity to revisit short writing assignments at intervals throughout the semester and to improve them based on feedback from the professor, other students, and the knowledge you gain in your engagement with subsequent course materials.  The portfolio should include all original marked and revised versions of the short essays; the final essay; reflections; and a self-assessment worksheet.  More detailed guidelines for the portfolio will be provided later in the semester.

Students with special needs: In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.  Please inform me of any pending registration requests so that I can arrange for reasonable interim accommodation.

Co-curricular Activities and other Resources:

You are strongly encouraged to participate in regularly scheduled co-curricular activities designed to supplement your classroom learning experiences.  You are required to attend at least one activity sponsored or advertised by the German Program. German club meetings on featured cultural topics and our bi-weekly conversation group are strongly encouraged for students taking the course for credit toward the German major or minor.
The Language Learning Center on the third floor of O’Hara Hall is available to all students enrolled in language classes at the University of Scranton.  German language dictionaries and other reference materials, as well as CD-ROMs with additional practice exercises, German language television, and a small collection of films are available for your use in the fully functional computer lab and satellite room.

Academic honesty/plagiarism policy:  Plagiarism, defined as the intentional or inadvertent use of the words or ideas of another without proper credit, is unacceptable and will result in–minimally-- a failing grade for the paper containing it, and may result in a failing grade for the course.  For foreign language courses, the use of on-line translation sites also constitutes plagiarism. To quote the MLA Handbook, “plagiarism . . .constitutes intellectual theft” (30).  If you are in doubt about the use of sources, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, the Library’s tutorial on citing sources, or ask your professor. Enrollment at the University constitutes agreement with its policies as stated in the Student Handbook, including the policies and procedures for Academic honesty.
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In order to complete the course with most primary readings in German, students will require a minimum of advanced intermediate proficiency.





In order to complete the course readings in German, students will require a minimum of advanced intermediate proficiency.





GERM 315							3 cr.


Violence in Twentieth Century German


(Pre-requisites:  Four completed semesters of college-level German or instructor permission)  Violence is a central problem in twentieth-century German culture and society. Our most common associations with "German" violences, including the two world wars and the Holocaust, are specific articulations of violence and brutality that together generate a cultural and historical questions. Taught in German.
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