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COURSE PROPOSAL: GERM 317

Traveling Cultures, Traveling Theories: Imagining Germany’s Place in the World
The cultural anthropologist James Clifford and, later, the postcolonial theorist and literary critic Edward Said both investigated the relationship of travel as a practice and as a figure for different trajectories, identities, and anchorings within a field of global cultural contacts.  This course places discussions of cultural and political territories in German-language texts in a longer trajectory of "German" travels, ranging from Romantic ideas about travel and Bildung, to colonial explorations, emigration to the Americas in the 19th century, German and Jewish German exile in the early 20th century, the development of mass-tourism in the Weimar Republic and the Third Reich, and post World War II immigration to Germany from other locales.  We will use a multi-perspectival approach to address the relationship between territory, movement, and national attachments over time with an eye to the historical, demographic, and institutional parameters of German travel and migration.  Primary readings from authors such as J.W. v. Goethe, Alexander von Humboldt, Adelbert von Chamisso, Hans Grimm, Anna Seghers, Herta Müller, Emine Sevgi Özdamar, and Yoko Tawada.
Course Goals:


-Development of German reading knowledge and interpretive skills;

-Extensive practice of spoken and written German (including but no limited to

grammatical structures);
-Development of comprehension strategies for authentic texts;
-Increased comfort with unscripted conversations and authentic texts;

-Increased familiarity with Germany as a multicultural society;

-Introduction to cultural and historical explanations of national identity formation from 
the colonial era to the present.

Course Requirements:

Oral Presentation: Each student will be responsible for presenting on a major reading in the course of the semester.  The successful presentation identifies (1) the argument of a text; (2) the premises on which that argument is based; (3) potentially helpful consequences of a line of argument; and (4) potentially troubling consequences of a line of argument.  The student presenter will be responsible for facilitating an inclusive and respectful class discussion.
3 Short essays (3-4 pages)

These short essay assignments should help students develop confidence in writing longer texts organized around original arguments and interpretations supported by textual evidence.  Students are required to share their short papers with peers and should plan to read at least two classmates’ papers and offer written comments before the end of the semester.  As evidence of successful peer collaboration, students will include carefully completed writing workshop worksheets in their final portfolios.
Final essay (6-8 pages)

Students must discuss and develop a topic with me outside of class no less than two weeks before the end of term to ensure that they practice phased writing skills developed over the course of the semester.

Portfolio
The portfolio provides an opportunity to revisit short writing assignments at intervals throughout the semester and to improve them based on feedback from the professor, other students, and knowledge gained through engagement with subsequent course materials.  The portfolio should include all original marked and final, revised versions of the short essays; the final essay; reflections; and a self-assessment worksheet.  At least one short essay must undergo a major revision; criteria will be distributed in class and reviewed in conference.
Week 1: Taxonomizing National and World Cultures

Johann Gottfried Herder. “On Recent German Literature: First Collection of Fragments” (1767).
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. “World Literature” (1827).
Week 2: The Bildungsreise: Travel and Self-Realization


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. Italian Journey (1776-78) [excerpts].
Week 3: Exploration, Conquest, and the “Second Discovery” of the Americas

Susanne Zantop. “Armchair Conquistadors or, ‘The Quest for New Germany’”; “Colonizing Theory: Gender, Race and the Search for a National Identity”; and “The German Columbus” in: Colonial Fantasies. Conquest, Family, and Nation in Precolonial Germany, 1770-1870. (Durham and London: Duke, 1997).

Mary Louise Pratt. “Criticism in the Contact Zone” and “Alexander von Humboldt and the Reinvention of América” in: Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (New York and London: Routledge, 1992).
Alexander von Humboldt. Personal Narrative of a Journey to the Equinoctial Regions of the New Continent (Abridged Version: 1996). 
Week 4: Natural Scientific Descriptions of Space: von Humboldt vs. Gauss


Daniel Kehlmann. Measuring the World (2005).
Week 5: Colonialism and Imperialism in the South Pacific and Africa
Adelbert von Chamisso. Peter Schlemihl's Marvelous Adventures (1813).

Adelbert von Chamisso. Diary of His South Sea Voyages (1821) [excerpts].

Valerie Weinstein. “Reise um die Welt: The Complexities and Complicities of Adelbert von Chamisso’s Anti-Conquest Narratives.” The German Quarterly 72.4 Fall 1999: 377-95.

Nina Bermann. Impossible Missions: German Economic, Military, and Humanitarian Efforts in Africa. (Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 2004). [excerpts]

Week 6: Traveling without Traveling: Consumer Culture, Museum Culture, and the Enduring Circulation of the “Exotic”

Andrew Zimmermann. “Exotic Spectacles and the Global Context of German Anthropology” in: Anthropology and Antihumanism in Imperial Germany (Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2001).

Select News Reports on the “African Village” Exhibit at the Augsburg Zoo (2005).

Week 7: People without Space?  Hans Grimm’s Africa

Hans Grimm. Southafrican Novellas (1913).
John Noyes. “The Capture of Space: An Episode in a Colonial Story by Hans Grimm” Pretexts: Studies in Writing and Culture 1.1 (1989 Winter): 52-63.

Pascal Grosse. “What Does German Colonialism Have to Do with National Socialism? A Conceptual Framework” in: Germany’s Colonial Pasts. ed. Eric Ames, Marcia Klotz, and Lora Wildenthal. (Lincoln, NE: U of Nebraska P, 2005): 115-134.

Film screenings: Ohm Krüger Dir. Hans Steinhoff, 1941; Carl Peters Dir. Herbert Selpin 1941.

Sabine Hake. “Mapping the Native Body: On Africa and the Colonial Film in the Third Reich” in: The Imperialist Imagination: German Colonialism and its Legacy. Ed. Sara L. Friedrichsmeyer, Sara Lennox, and Susanne Zantop. (Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 1998).

Week 8: Leisure Travel

Rudy Koshar. German Travel Cultures. (Oxford: Berg, 2000).

Week 9: Forced Travel and Exile

Anna Seghers. Transit (1944).

Anna Seghers. Mexican Stories
Week 10: Exile, Emmigration, and the Idea of Return

Film Screening: Malou Dir. Jeanine Meerapfel (1981).
Carlos Cerdas. To Die in Berlin (1999).
Week 11: Labor Migration, Legislating Identity, and Multiculturalism in Post-Reunification Germany

Select Documents from Germany in Transit. Nation and Migration 1955-2005. ed. Deniz Göktürk, David Gramling, and Anton Kaes.  (Berkeley and Los Angeles: U of California P 2007).

Week 12: Capital Export, Cultural Export

Uwe Timm. The Snake Tree (1986).
Week 13: Traveling Borders, Part 1. Voices from German-Speaking Central Europe

Herta Müller. Traveling on One Leg (1989).
Week 14: Traveling Borders, Part 2. Regionalism, Migration, and Cultural Space

Yoko Tawada. Where Europe Begins (2001).
Week 15: The Production of New Spaces within Germany

Emine Sevgi Özdamar. The Courtyard in the Mirror (2001).
Leslie A. Adelson. "Dialogue and Storytelling." The Turkish Turn in Contemporary German Literature: Toward a New Critical Grammar of Migration. (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005): 31-78.

CLARIFYING STATEMENT ON GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES/ GERM 317: Traveling Cultures, Traveling Theories: Imagining Germany’s Place in the World

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS MET

Cultural Diversity (D)
This course meets objectives 1-4 of the Cultural Diversity Objectives: 

1.
“discuss ethnicity, race, class and/or gender perspectives related to the topics covered in the course”


Issues of ethnicity, race, and gender are addressed in two overriding concepts: (a) early constructions of race and gender in European colonial encounters with South America and Africa; and (b) Germany and Europe as multicultural societies.
2. “discuss contemporary world issues based on an international perspective of the historical, political, economic, and social developments of diverse cultures”

These objectives are intrinsic to the course design.  Contemporary world issues under discussion include globalization, migration, emergent concepts of the “post-national,” and multilingualism and cultural identity.
3. “demonstrate, either through language, art, literature, theatre, or music, knowledge of a culture(s) different from their own”

Assignments will lead not only to increased knowledge of German-language cultures, but also how the idea of coherent “local” and “foreign” cultures emerged over time.
4. “explain and/or demonstrate the ways various social groups or communities within a given society live”


Attention is paid to domestic minorities (especially Turks and Jews in 
Emine Sevgi Ozdämar and Safer Senocak); immigrants (especially in the work 
of Berlin-Japanese author Yoko Towada; and ethnic German minorities 
abroad (e.g. Nobel Prize winner Herta Müller and the ethnic German 
population in Rumania).

Writing Intensive Courses (W)

GERM 317 meets the stated goal of our writing intensive courses, using phased writing assignments and revisions to enhance student understanding of the course material and the methodologies of German Cultural Studies.  Students will improve their abilities to synthesize and analyze material as well as developing processes for collaborative writing and peer review.  In addition to regular, informal writing assignments and reading journals, formal writing assignments include:
3 Short essays (3-4 pages)

These short essay assignments should help students develop confidence in writing longer texts organized around original arguments and interpretations supported by textual evidence.  Students are required to share their short papers with peers and should plan to read at least two classmates’ papers and offer written comments before the end of the semester.

Final essay (6-8 pages)

Students must discuss and develop a topic with me outside of class no less than two weeks before the end of term to ensure that they practice phased writing skills developed over the course of the semester.  The final essay must include secondary sources.
Portfolio
The portfolio provides an opportunity to revisit short writing assignments at intervals throughout the semester and to improve them based on feedback from the professor, other students, and knowledge gained through engagement with subsequent course materials.  The portfolio should include all original marked and revised versions of the short essays; the final essay; reflections; and a self-assessment worksheet.

Humanities, Literature (CL)


GERM 317 meets both stated goals of our general educational requirements in humanities and literature.  They will work closely with primary texts and learn how and where to find secondary literature in the process of writing a final seminar paper.  Carefully selected secondary literature in the fields of criticism, history, anthropology, and cultural studies models critical writing practices from the earliest stages of the course.  Further, through written and oral participation they will “demonstrate an understanding of major literary figures, genres, and movements both past and present.”  Major movements foregrounded in this course include Romanticism, Modernism, and Neo-Expressionism.  Major figures include Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Johann Gottfried Herder, Adelbert v. Chamisso, Alexander v. Humboldt, Anna Seghers, and Herta Müller.  We will explore the most influential genres and artifacts of the periods, including diaries, letters, autobiographical and scientific travel writing, maps, and novels.
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In order to complete the course with most primary readings in German, students will require a minimum of advanced intermediate proficiency.








In order to complete the course with most primary readings in German, students will require a minimum of advanced intermediate proficiency.








GERM 317								3 cr.


Traveling Cultures, Traveling Theories:  Imagining Germany’s Place in the World


(Pre-requisites:  Four completed semesters of college-level German or instructor permission)  A survey of travel writing in German, ranging from Romantic ideas about travel and Bildung, to colonial explorations, 19th century emigration to the Americas, 20th century German and Jewish German exile, mass-tourism in Weimar and the Third Reich, and post World War II immigration.
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