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Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1.
A brief course description;

2. A sample syllabus which includes:

a. student learning objectives and how they will be assessed;

b. an outline of topics to be addressed in the course;

c. assignments for readings, papers, oral projects, examinations, etc. and their relationship to 2.a.

3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.

4. List of resources needed for the course:  library, laboratory equipment, other special materials or facilities; and

5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Initiator (Contact Person): 

Dr. Daniel J. West, Jr.
Department(s): 


Health Administration & Human Resources
Suggested Course Number / Prefix: 
HADM 232
Course Title (for Catalog): 

Aging and Death 
Credit Hours: 



3
Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	This course offers the student an opportunity to explore the mystery and meaning of death.  Focus is on a number of aspects of dying and the death process, such as the dying individual and the family; cross-cultural perspectives; terminal illness; professions and death; rites and rituals.




Frequency of Offering:
Every Year  __X___

Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year
AY 2011-12

Semester
Fall  
Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  ______X__ Yes
___________No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

This course is replacing GERO 232 which is being dropped as a course offering in the 

Gerontology Department.
Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
             X_______             

Cognate

________

Other Elective
    _____________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	


Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? __________Yes               X           No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:


__________



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
        X                                   


Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

New Course

 Course Title: 
Aging and Death
Course Number: HADM 232


Date Of Initial Offering:  Fall 2011




                                                                                 Semester           year
Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: _3_  Format:   X lecture  ( lab  ( other:__________________________________   Frequency: (annual  ( each semester (alternate years  

Prerequisites: __________________________________________________________________________


Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
X  Required

X  Elective 

        GE :
(  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   ____________     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  X YES   ( NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X  NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   ( CAS
X  PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X    Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of 

       topics

· Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

· Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
The University of Scranton

Department of Health Administration & Human Resources

HADM 232    Aging and Death

Instructor:   TBA

Semester: ___________

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course offers the student an opportunity to explore the mystery and meaning of death.  Focus is on a number of aspects of dying and the death process, such as the dying individual and the family; cross-cultural perspectives; terminal illness; professions and death; rites and rituals.

REQUIRED TEXT:

Corr, Charles A., Nabe, Clyde M., Corr, Donna M. Death, Dying, Life and Living, Fifth Edition; Brooks/Cole Publishing Company, New York, 2006.

SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIRED READINGS:

Supplemental readings may be placed on reserve in the library or copies given to students.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To evaluate the usefulness of expanding death awareness through death education.

2. To become acquainted with the diversity of death, related rituals, and beliefs found in various cultures.

3. To identify the components of a mature concept of death.

4. To list the three components of the health care system and to explain how their interrelationship influences the effectiveness of patient care.

5. To list the personal and social costs of life threatening illness.

6. To describe the function of funeral rituals, including their psychosocial aspects.

7. To define bereavement, grief, and mourning.

8. To list the major causes of death in childhood and adolescence.

9. To distinguish the particular characteristics of parental bereavement and to identify the types of support available.

10. To explain how the fundamental ethical principles of autonomy, beneficence, and justice apply to medical ethics.

11. To evaluate issues concerning advance directives.

12. To assess environmental encounters with death, including one’s level of risk taking activities.

13. To identify potential suicide populations and to construct a comprehensive definition of suicide.

14. To compare and contrast the views of immortality in the Hebrew, Hellenistic, Christian, Islamic, and secular traditions.

15. To identify and appraise for oneself the qualities associated with an appropriate death.

GOALS:

This course is a general survey of selected aspects of the human experiences of death, dying, and bereavement, plus some examination of the meaning and implications of those experiences.  Our survey has four basic aspects that are addressed in different ways during the course:
1) Cognitive – acquiring information about facts, theories, and viewpoints relating to our subjects;

2) Affective – exploring our feelings and those of others about these topics;

3) Behavioral – considering why we and others behave as we do in these areas, as well as how we should or could behave;

4) Valuational – reflecting on our own values and those of others that underlie all of the above.

Varied materials and tactics serve our ends:  reading from our textbooks; personal statements; class discussions and lectures; audiovisuals; and written assignments.  A significant portion of the work in this course goes on outside of class and/or within each individual.  We hope this course will provide opportunities for each participant to develop a greater appreciation of life and living through an examination of death, dying and bereavement.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Reading Assignments:  In preparation for each class, students are expected to complete the readings before class in order to fully participate in class discussion.  For the course to achieve its potential, student preparation is as important as the instructor’s.

Class Participation and Homework Preparation:  Class participation is valued very highly in this course.  Death and Dying is a very personal topic about which every student has something to contribute.  Preparation, class attendance, and discussion of the material are required for a successful course.  Deficiencies in attendance and participation will be penalized.

ASSIGNMENTS:

Assignment I
Students will review the text and pick a chapter of special interest to them at the beginning of the semester and notify the Instructor of their choice.  After the chapter is chosen, the student will do an Internet search on two different subjects discussed in their chosen chapter.  The student will review three different internet articles on their subjects and will summarize the articles and make a class presentation, distributing their summaries to classmates for discussion.  The sooner you make your choice, the greater options you will have.

Assignment II:  Deathography
Each student should review their experience with loss and death during childhood, adolescence, and adulthood.  Each student should inventory and describe each influential loss experience analyzing its impact on their attitudes toward death.  Each student must write a paper of no less than six typed, double-spaced pages, highlighting the important death related events in their lives and connect these to their beliefs today.

The following excerpt is an example:   

“In examining my somewhat ambiguous feelings about ground burial, I began to get an idea of how conflicting notions arose in my experience.  Memories of my mother’s response to my digging up a long buried goldfish join in my mind with the childhood rhyme, ‘The worms crawl in, the worms crawl out, the worms play pinochle on his snout’.  No wonder I am ambivalent about burial.”

The Deathographies of the Class will be collected, collated, and bound.  Around mid-term, students will read one another’s Deathographies.  They will be placed on two hour reserve in the library.  After reviewing other students Deathographies, each student will come to class prepared with written answers to the following questions:

1. Which death experiences seem like ones that might be especially difficult for you to survive?

2. What similarities do you notice between the death experience you have written about and those of your classmates?

3. Select at least two examples from the writings of your classmates that described thinking about a death that seemed especially useful to you.

4. Note descriptions of death rituals that you believe would be helpful to you as a survivor.

5. From the experiences of your classmates, identify what you believe to be a high grief death.

Assignment III:  “I Learned” Final Paper

This paper is designed to be a review of students’ learning’s during the term.  Students should recall the various topics covered in the course and organize them sequentially.  Students should choose at least three personal learning’s and three learning’s of broader social impact.  For example, a student’s personal learning could involve a new understanding of previous unresolved or unsettled issues related to a family member’s illness or death.  A learning with social impact could involve a greater awareness of the options for terminal care and a desire to expand the choices available in the community.  Each learning should be supported by examples from the readings, class discussions, activities, guest speakers’ presentations, or films.  It is important for students to identify with specific examples, the sources and extent of their learning’s.  The paper should be written in the form of “I” statements:  I learned, I relearned, I noticed, I was surprised, I can see, I feel, I tuned into, I got a handle on, and so on.  In summary, this paper is a course review, eliciting those learning’s most useful to students.

CLASS ATTENDANCE:

Owing to the comprehensive nature of the course which goes well beyond a simple recapitulation of the texts, students are advised to attend all scheduled class meetings.  Regular attendance and class participation reflect student’s interest and academic motivation.  Students are expected to arrive in class on time.  Roll will be taken and recorded at each class meeting.  There are no cuts allowed in this course.  However, it is understood that students may have to be absent from class for legitimate reasons such as a death in the family or a disabling illness.

GRADING:

20% - Internet Project and Presentation

20% - 
Students will be required to submit several reflection papers throughout the course of the semester
aside from reflections on guest speaker’s presentations and reflections on films; other topics to be reflected upon will be:
1) Writing your funeral service wishes in detail.

2) Writing your own eulogy.

3) Writing your obituary notice.

25% -
Deathography and Comparison Analysis

25% -
“I Learned” final paper

10% - 
Class attendance, participation and presentations

Extra Credit:  Students will have opportunities for extra credit.  1) We plan to have in-class speakers.  For each speaker you are allowed to type a one-page summary and a one-page analysis of how the presentation relates to class materials.  2)  We plan to view some videos.  For each video you are allowed to type a one-page summary and a one-page analysis about how the video relates to class material.  Each student can earn up to ten (10) TOTAL points added to the grade for completing any combination of these opportunities.

The final course grade is the weighed average of performance in course requirements to be completed as follows:


95 or above
A



91 – 94
   A-

87 – 90

B+



83 – 86
   B

79 – 82

B-



75 – 78
   C+

71 – 74

C



67 – 70
   C-

63 – 66

D+



59 – 62
   D

55 – 58

D-



  0 – 54
   F

In all borderline cases, the decision as to whether you receive the higher or lower letter grade will be based on the quality of your contribution to the class.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Be aware of issues related to plagiarism and cheating.  Any cases of inappropriate activity will be handled in strict accordance with the procedures and penalties described in the University Catalogue, and it may include failing the course.

STUDENT WITH DISABILITIES:


Students with disabilities, who require some type of accommodation, should contact both the instructor and the Office of Diversity and Equal Opportunity as early in the semester as possible so that accommodations can be in place when they are needed.

In all borderline cases, the decision as to whether you receive the higher or lower letter grade will be based on the quality of your contribution to the class.

COURSE SCHEDULE
DATE



TOPIC
Part I:
Learning About Death, Dying, and Bereavement



Introduction



Chapter 1: Education About Death, Dying and Bereavement

Part II: 
Death



Chapter 2: Changing Encounters with Death



Chapter 3: Changing Attitudes Toward Death



Chapter 4: The Contemporary American Death System



Chapter 5: Cultural Differences and Death



Continued: Deadline – To choose chapter for First Assignment

Part III:
Dying



Chapter 6: Coping with Death



Chapter 7: Helping Those Who Are Coping with Dying



Chapter 8: Hospice Principles and Caring for Those Coping with Dying



Continued

Part IV:
Bereavement



Chapter 9: Coping with Loss and Grief



Continued



Continued



Chapter 10: Helping Those Who Are Coping with Loss and Grief


Continued: Deadline – Deathography Due (Assignment Two)



Chapter 11: Funeral Practices and Other Memorial Rituals



Continued

Part V:  Life Cycle Perspectives



Chapter 12: Children



Chapter 13: Adolescents



Chapter 14: Adults



Chapter 15: The Elderly

Part VI:  Legal, Conceptual and Moral Issues



Chapter 16: Legal Issues



Chapter 17: Euthanasia



Continued



Chapter 18: Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior



Continued



Chapter 19: The Meaning and Place of Death in Life



HIV/AIDS



Summary and Conclusion



Final Paper Due – “I learned” Paper

Specific course to discuss the meaning and mystery of death.





This course is replacing GERO 232 which is being dropped as a course offering in the Gerontology Department.





N/A





This course offers the student an opportunity to explore the mystery and meaning of death.  Focus is on a number of aspects of dying and the death process, such as the dying individual and the family; cross-cultural perspectives; terminal illness; professions and death; rites and rituals.








GERO (HADM 216); GERO (HADM 218)
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( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			
































