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The University of Scranton

Department of History

HIST  133: Africa from 1870 to the Present

Instructor: Dr. Robert Handloff

Description:  The history of Africa south of the Sahara Desert from 1870 to the present, focusing on colonization, independence, and the struggles and frustrations of contemporary African states.

Course Summary and Objectives

This segment of the African civilization survey will explore specific episodes in Africa’s political, social, and economic history from about 1870 to the present. The social and political problems of contemporary Africa are often portrayed as holdovers from a “traditional” past. The continent’s poverty is often explained as the absence of modern “development”; and ethnic tensions are often considered a continuation of ancient tribalism. This course will focus on the processes of modern history that have shaped the continent, and in particular that first emerged during the period of colonial rule (c. 1870 to 1960).  

Although we will avoid minimizing the importance of Africa’s historical heritages and particularly in the realms of religion, family institutions, and political culture, we will see that the presence of such long-standing traditions does not imply the absence of change and adaptation. In fact, we’ll focus on how traditions have been adapted, transformed, and innovated over the course of the century.  Our focus will be on the different strategies Africans have pursued to deal with the challenges of building the infrastructure for political stability and economic progress. We will pay close attention to areas where the continent has made and is still making significant progress as ordinary men and women struggle to shape their lives.

Course Objectives

     With successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· describe the characteristics of modern Africa’s cultures.

· describe the interactive roles of social (race, class, gender), religious, political, economic, scientific, and technological elements in modern Africa.

· describe the major individuals, groups, and institutions which have helped to shape modern Africa politically, socially, and economically over time.

· identify major historical eras or periods in modern African history that have combined to help explain the region’s development.

· describe examples of cause and effect relationships that connect individuals, groups, events, and societies, and help determine the course of African history.

· recognize the different procedures by which historians of African history identify sources, collect evidence, and draw conclusions.

· read and interpret historical works in African history.

· assess critically the values, ideas, and practices drawn from various sources in African history.

Course Procedures

The sources for material presented in class will be lectures, readings, discussions, and a wiki for presenting additional information and encouraging participation. (More on this later.) Most classes will consist of a 25-minute lecture on material NOT included in your reading followed by a discussion on material you’ve read and its link to the lecture topic. I expect you to be prepared to discuss the material before each session. Your participation will have bearing on your final grade.
Text books and other Materials

The following are available for purchase at the U of S Bookstore: 

Kevin Shillington, History of Africa. MacMillan, 2nd Rev Edition. 2005 

Paul Bohannan and Philip Curtin, Africa and Africans, 4th ed.  

Ousmane Sembene, God’s Bits of Wood
Chinua Achebe, A Man of the People
Also a course site will be set up on Angel. The site will include announcements on assignments and exams as well as study supplements and required readings.  Visit the site daily.

Evaluation

Midterm Exams (25%)
The midterm examination will comprise three identification questions and a long essay covering readings and lectures up to April 24. In the identification questions, you will write a short paragraph identifying the historical importance of an event or an individual related to each question.  

Take Home Final Examination (25%): The format of the final exam will be the same as that of the midterm except that your responses will be longer.

Quizzes (25%) 

You will take 8 in-class quizzes of 5 multiple-choice or identify questions per quiz between the second and the tenth week, but only your best 5 out of the 8 will count toward your grade.  The weekly quizzes are designed to ensure that students do the readings, and will therefore test your knowledge of important individuals, historical episodes and important points in the assigned readings for lectures. Please note that there will be no make-up quiz except in a documented emergency situation.  

Map Quiz (5%) 

The map quiz, to be taken on April 4 during recitation, will test your knowledge of post-independent African countries. To score 5%, you must correctly identify at least 20 out of 25 countries on a blank map.  You will receive a map with all the independent African countries on the first day of class.  

Special Comments

Again, ours is a truly ambitious program. To avoid falling behind, which causes guilt, missed classes, and diminishing results, I invite you if you’re experiencing difficulty to make use of office hours to discuss material or simply to chat.  Office hours will be Mon, Wed, and Fri. from 1-2 and 3-4 in a location to be announced.  

I encourage you also to contact me via email.  We will also rely on a class Wiki to enhance discussion.

Cell phones.

Must be turned off in class.

Class Decorum

You’ve paid for your education.  Cutting classes not only puts you behind, but also wastes your money. My abiding counsel is:  never cut!

Reading and Exam Schedule

Week of February 2, 2009   Introduction



Key words and the challenge of studying the African past.



Key words: Jungle, tribe, tradition, native, development, primitive

Bohannan and Curtin, Africa and Africans, chs. 1-3, 6-9, 12-14

Recommended: Curtis Keim, “Africans live in tribes, don’t they” ch. 8, Mistaking Africa, (e-res)

Week of February 9    Prelude to Colonialism



Ideals of social organization in precolonial Africa



The precolonial century: slavery and “legitimate” commerce



The precolonial century: social and political disruptions in the era of legitimate commerce

Landeg White, Magomero: Portrait of an African Village, ch. 1

Bohannan and Curtin, ch. 15-16

Week of February 16  Conquest and early colonial rule



The Scramble for Africa and resistance to colonial rule

Kevin Shillington, History of Africa, chs. 21-22 (e-reserve)

Bohannan and Curtin, ch. 17

Start reading Magomero, ch. 2 for next week

Week of February 23:  Modes of colonial rule



The origins of “Native” policy



An early attempt to establish a settler colony (re: Ch. 2, Magomero)



Indirect rule

Magomero, ch. 2,: 1901-1915: ‘This Place is Wonderful’

J.B. Webster and A.A. Boahen, History of West Africa, ch. 17 (e-res)

Oliver and Atmore, chs. 11-12

Week of  March 2: Agricultural change in colonial and post-colonial Africa



Economic restructuring between the wars



Colonial Peasantries

Magomero, ch. 3: “1915-1945: ‘My children’s market is the graveyard’” (e-res)

Shillington, Ch. 24

Week of March 9:  Social Change in Colonial Africa



Exam #1



Social struggles and populist politics before WW II



Women and urbanization

Curtin, Fierman, et al, African History, 2nd ed. Pp. 

Spring Break

Week of March 23:  Anti-colonial political movements



Nationalism and nationalists prior to World War II



The war as a turning point in African politics



Mass nationalism in French West Africa

Shillington, Ch. 25

Oliver and Atmore, ch. 17

Week of March 30:  Nationalism and Independence




Social change and nationalism

Sembene Ousmane, God’s Bits of Wood,  pp. 1-126

Waruhiu Itote, Mau Mau General, pp. 9-15, 23-29 (e-reserve)

Week of April 6:  Nationalism and independence, cont’d.



Exam #2



Thougthts on God’s Bits of Wood



Armed insurgencies in settler colonies

Ousmane, finish

Oliver and Atmore, Ch. 20

Easter Holiday

Week of April 14:  Hopes and frustrations in the post-colonial era  


The rise of apartheid



Creating democracy in South Africa

Frederick Cooper, Africa Since 1940,  pp. 53-58, 144-154, 85-131

Week of April 20:  Frustrations in the post-colonial era

Chinua Achebe, A Man of the People, finish

Week of April 27:  : Africa and the world



Africa Since Independence



Legacies of colonial rule



Drought, debt, and development

Shillington, Ch. 28-29

Week of May 4:  The African State at the turn of the 21st century



Ethnic politics and genocide in Rwanda



The crisis of the post-colonial state

Frederick Cooper, chs. 7 – 8

David Newbury, “Understanding Genocide”, African Studies Review,  Vol. 41, 1 (April 1998)  (e-res)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Assessment/Evaluation based course improvement mechanisms:


Course instructor will assess the course each semester to determine if students are meeting objectives. Formal evaluation mechanisms such as student course evaluations as well as review of student work will factor into the process. 
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Survey course covering the second half of African History.











The history of Africa south of the Sahara Desert from 1870 to the present, focusing on colonization, independence, and the struggles and frustrations of contemporary African states.
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African History library holdings could be expanded, including video acquisitions.
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