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HISTORY 242 
Modern East Asia

	Instructor: Shuhua Fan

Office: xxx St. Thomas Hall 

Phone: xxx-xxxx 

Email: xxxxx@scranton.edu
	Office Hours: MW. 11-11:30am, 1-2pm; and available at 
                        other  times by appointment
Lectures: MWF, 12:00-12:50pm (STT262)                  
 


Course Description

This survey course introduces students to the history and culture of East Asia from the seventeenth century to the present, with a focus on China and Japan. The course examines why and how China and Japan took different paths to modernization. It also looks at the emergence of the four little dragons (South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Singapore) after World War II and the rapid rise of mainland China (the master-dragon) in the late twentieth century. Our focus is to analyze the impacts of both internal and external contexts on the transformation of East Asia since the seventeenth century.

The course is divided into four major chronological parts: The reestablishment of the Sinic sphere before the nineteenth century; the forces that shaped China and Japan’s different responses to external and internal crises in the nineteenth century; imperialism, revolution, and war in East Asia in the first half of the twentieth century; and the rise of East Asia as one of the world’s three major economic areas after World War II. 

Course Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes: First, this course offers students a useful platform to learn about the history and culture of East Asian societies in the modern and contemporary era. It aims at providing sound background to understand the transformations of East Asia and especially its emergence as the second region that has realized industrialization after Western Europe and North America. Part of the focus is to provide students the resources to look at the role of East Asian traditional institutions and culture in its transformation and the interactions between East Asia and the West. Secondly, the course provides students the opportunity to develop the basic skills of critical reading, thinking, and writing. Students will be introduced to the critical use of evidence, especially of primary sources, documentaries and media coverage for historical understanding. By the end of the semester, students should be able to know the location of major East Asian societies and cities, and gain a basic understanding of the major traditions in East Asia, East Asia’s unique path to modernization, and its economic and social miracles in the post-World War II era.
Because one goal of the course is to provide historical perspective on the present developments in East Asia, please try to keep up with news reports about East Asia. Asian Times (http://www.atimes.com) provides a comprehensive coverage on East Asia. The Chinese official news networks -- The China Daily (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/cndy/cdtop.html) and Xinhua News (http://news.xinhuanet.com/english) include in-depth coverage on China. The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com, section on Asia-Pacific) is also a good source on East Asia. Another good source with a different perspective is BBC programming available online and through radio. For diverse foreign perspectives, try the worldwide media links provided by the BBC and the International Herald Tribune. You can sharpen your reading skills while gaining fresh perspectives on the developments, culture, and peoples of East Asia.

Required Readings

The required books are available at the university bookstore. 
· Conrad Schirokauer et al. Modern East Asia: A Brief History. 2nd edition (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2008). ISBN: 978-0-618-92070-9. [May use a different text: Patricia Ebrey et al. Modern East Asia From 1600: A Cultural, Social, and Political History (Houghton Mifflin, 2006). ISBN: 0618133852]

· James L. Watson, ed. Golden Arches East: McDonald’s in East Asia. 2nd edition (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2007). ISBN: 978-0-8047-4989-3.

· Primary sources and articles (on e-reserve or online at the course homepage). 

· Whenever possible short documentaries will supplement class presentations.

Course Organization and Requirements

The introductory course is organized around a combination of lectures, films, discussions, writing assignments and exams. Lectures will provide an orientation to course assignments as well as treatment of course topics. This includes setting context and developing the big themes relevant to our reading, looking at short video clips, discussing assigned materials, and offering answers to points that puzzle you. Please keep up with the weekly course assignments listed on the syllabus, and finish the weekly readings before our class meeting.

Attendance: Attendance is required (25% of your final grade). You are expected to attend each class meeting and discussion. If you miss class meeting on a discussion day, you will also lose the point for that specific discussion. Each student should arrive at class on time and remain the entire class period. During class discussions, lectures or documentary times, please refrain from distracting those around you. Please leave sleeping, newspaper reading, chatting, and telephoning (please turn off your cell phone or set it to “vibrate”) for other times. Laptop is not allowed during class time; if you have a special situation and need to use laptop during class time, please get permission from me beforehand. Polite and constructive participation is welcomed (and expected).       
Computer Requirements: Each student needs to have a Scranton email address because class announcements will be sent to you through our class email list. Please check your Scranton email regularly for any class announcements!! You are encouraged to use the campus computer system. If you are using another email address, have your Scranton mail forwarded to that address.
Assignments: There will be one mid-term exam and one final exam, one book paper (response essay), and one film paper as well as discussions. Specific instructions and requirements for each assignment will be provided in class and/or in writing in advance. 
Discussions: We will set up certain time of our class meeting for discussion each week. The discussions will focus on our readings and documentaries as well as questions raised from lectures. Details will be provided in class prior to each discussion. 
Book Paper: Please write a response paper on James Watson’s Golden Arches East. Your paper should answer the following questions: How did the five cities in East Asia respond to McDonald’s presence differently? Why did McDonald’s attempt to adapt itself to the local culture in East Asia? What was the role of local (East Asian) customers in indigenizing (localizing) McDonald’s? Your essay should be 4-5 pages in length, typed, and double-spaced. After you are done with drafting and polishing your paper, please post it online at the course homepage by following the instructions (instructions will be provided at the beginning of the semester).
Exams: Both the mid-term and final exam will consist of multiple-choice questions, matching questions, a geography (map) section, identification terms and a short essay section. The materials for each exam will come mainly from the main text (Modern East Asia), primary sources and the lectures. Review guides will be provided in advance and posted online at the course homepage. 
Film Paper: Your film paper should answer the following two questions: 1. How do the films (mainly documentaries) shown in class over the semester help you understand modern and contemporary East Asia? 2. Do the films offer you new insights that you cannot get from our main textbook? Please focus on the first question and provide brief information on the second question. Your film paper should be 4-5 pages in length, typed, and double-spaced. The essay is due on the day of final exam. Please turn in hard copy with your pledge (On how to sign your pledge, see section titled “Academic Honesty” on this syllabus). You are encouraged to keep brief weekly film journals for your own reference.

 “Make-Up” Exams: Students must take all exams and hand in all assignments at the specified times and places. If this is impossible (because of university-excused absence including documented illness, death in the family, or institutional activities as approved by the academic deans), inform me before class and alternative arrangements may be possible. UNEXCUSED late work will be penalized 1% per day late (Monday-Friday), and no make-up quizzes will be given.  

For those students with a university excused absence, all make-up quizzes and exams will take place on xxxxx or xxxxx. Only students with pre-approved excused absences will be allowed to take a make-up quiz or exam. It is your responsibility to schedule a time to take the exam on either of the above two days.

Important Dates to Remember (Temporary—will make changes according to Scranton calendar)

· Week #7 — Mid-term exam review 

· Week #8 — Mid-term exam 

· Week # (?) — Fall Break 

· Week #13  — Book paper due

· Week 15 — Final exam review  
· Week #16 — Final exam & film paper due
Writing Center

If you need help with college-level writing, I encourage you to use the University Writing Center. The center can be contacted at …

Grading Policy 

Grade Points: The assignments will carry the following possible weight in the final, overall grade:                  

· Attendance                                                                      25%      

· Discussions                                                                     10%
· Book Paper                                                                     15%
· Mid-Term Exam                                                             15% 

· Final Exam                                                                      20%

· Film Paper (as part of final exam)                                  15%

Grading Scale

                A    90-100           B    80-89          C   70-79            D   60-69            F   0-59

Criteria for Essay Grading:

The following criteria will be used to grade your essays (book/film paper):  

· Focus on the issue (answering the questions);

· Command of the relevant class materials -- Watson’s book/films(evidence);

· Coherence and scope -- developing an argument that is pertinent to the topic and that had breadth, coherence, and insight (interpretation);

· Expression of ideas in clear, concise, and even engaging prose (presentation).
The above criteria will translate into grades as follows: 

            A (90-100) = excellent. Outstanding in all four areas.  

             B (80-89) = good. Strong in all four areas or notable strengths in one balanced by significant 

                               weakness in another.  

             C (70-79) = average. Adequate performance in one or more areas offset by serious weakness in 

                               others that leaves the presentation fragmented, murky, or narrow.

             D (60-69) = poor. Notable problems in all four areas.  

             F (0-59) = unacceptable. Serious flaws in all four areas.  

General Expectations

· Study at least 6 hours per week outside of class.

· Finish all required readings.

· Attend each class meeting and finish all assignments on time.

· Make school your first priority.
· Watch the video clip at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o  to see how you can be a better college student.
Student Consultations

While I do not require you to make use of my office hours, I encourage you to do so. If you are confused (or enthused!) about the assignments or the materials we are covering in class, stop by my office and let me know. You are welcome to call me or stop by my office at any time. The best time to reach me, however, is during my scheduled office hours. You can also contact me by phone, by email, or by leaving a note for me in my faculty mailbox in STT Hall.

Academic Honesty
Papers and exams must bear either the full honor code pledge (“On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this assignment.”) or the word “Pledge” followed by your signature as a shorthand way of communicating your adherence. Otherwise, no grade will be recorded.     

Plagiarism (or cheating) means copying from books, articles, or other materials including Internet sources without proper quotation marks and acknowledgement. It also includes copying each other’s work on papers and other assignments, putting notes in your exam blue book, and offering or receiving whispered, signaled, or other assistance during an exam.  

By signing the pledge you are indicating that the work that bears your name is indeed yours. For a more detailed discussion of academic dishonesty, including possible penalties such as a failing grade and/or academic suspension, see university policy handbook … 
Disability Policy

Scranton/The History Department is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with documented physical disabilities or documented learning disabilities. University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with documented disabilities to contact instructors during the first week of each semester to discuss appropriate accommodations in order to ensure equity in classroom experiences, outside assignments, and grading. For more information, please visit  …  

Counseling Service

If you have stress, depression, and anxieties including the serious problem of test anxiety, you are welcome to use the counseling services from Scranton. They are confidential and free to students. For more information, please contact the Counseling Services Office …  
Social Justice

No one in the class will be discriminated against on the bases of race, religion, sex, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, social class, or differing viewpoints. Each student will be viewed as a valuable part of this class.

Tentative Class Schedule and Topics       

  Week   #1            Introduction to syllabus nd questionnaire

                              I. Late Traditional/Early Modern Era: The (Re)establishment of the  Confucian Order  
  (1600-1800)

                              Definitions of East Asia and origins of Chinese civilization  
                                       Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 1; John Fairbank, “The Old Order” (online)                                                                            

                                           Video: selections from Asia (1600-1800) and Traditional Chinese Beliefs
                              Tips on How to Read Primary Sources   
                              Tips on How to Write Film Journals                                                             
  Week   #2           Qing China: political, cultural, and economic institutions 

                                       Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 2; ‘Permanent Property,” and “Land Dingyuan’s 

                                                            Casebook” (online)

                                           Video: The Forbidden City 
                                 Tips on How to Read Maps
  Week   #3           Tokugawa Japan 

                                      Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 4; “A Comic Dialogue, 1855” (Japan’s Response to

                                                           Perry’s Mission) (online)           

                                          Video: Age of Shogun    

II. The Challenge of Western Imperialism and Different Responses from East Asia

(1800-1900)

 Week  #4             Western intrusion and China’s response to external and internal crises

                                          Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 5, chap.6 (part II), and chap. 9 (part I); “Lin Zexu’s Letter

                                                            to Queen Victoria, 1839,” “Placards Posted in Guangzhou,” and  “Mid-Century

                                                           Rebels” (online)                                                                   

                                          Video: Two Coasts of China

 Week  #5             The Meiji reforms and the rise of modern Japan 

                                      Readings: Schirokauer, chaps. 7 and 8; “The Meiji Constitution, 1889” (online)

                                          Video: Meiji Response to the West  
Week #6              Korea in the late 19th century

                                     Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 3, chap. 9 (part II), chap.12 (part II)  
                                         Video: Choson Korea
                             Tips on How to Write Book Paper
                             III. The Early 20th Century: Imperialism, Revolution, and War (1895-1945)  

Week #7              China: The end of dynastic order and the early Republic of China                               

                                     Readings: Schirokauer, chap.10; “My Old Home” and “The Spirit of the May Fourth 

                                                         Movement ” (online) 
                                         Video:  China in Revolution, Part I                                                         
                            Mid-Term Exam Review

                            Tips on How to Write Exam Essay
Week #8              Imperial Japan (1895-1931) 

                                         Readings: Schirokauer, chap.11, chap. 12 (part III); Fukuzawa Yukichi, “Goodbye Asia”(online) 

                                         Video: The Essence of Being Japanese 
                            Mid-Term Exam

 Week  #9           World War II in Asia 

                                    Readings: Schirokauer, chap.13; “The Nanjing ‘Murder Race’”, “Rape of Nanking,” and “An 

                                                       Eye Witness to Hiroshima” (online); Watson, Introduction & chap. 1                                                      

                                       Video: China in Revolution, Part II  
                           IV. Asia since World War II (1945-the present)  

 Week #10         China under Mao Zedong

                                  Readings: Schirokauer, chap.14 (part I), chap.15; “Land Reforms,”  “Lei Feng,” and “Red 

                                                       Guards” (online); Watson, chaps. 2-3
                                      Video: The Mao Years  

 Week  #11       The U.S. occupation and Japan’s developments after WWII 

                                      Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 14 (part II), chap. 17; “The Constitution of Japan, 1947” (online); 

                                                       Watson, chap. 5
                                      Video: Reinventing Japan  
Week  #12        The Korean Peninsula in and after the Korean War                                         

                                   Readings: Schirokauer, chap.14 (part III), chap. 18 (part I); “North and South Korean Accord,

                                                        June 2000” (online); Watson, chap. 4 

                                      Video: Mini Dragon Series: South Korea
Week  #13        The origins, development and aftermath of the Vietnam War 

                                   Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 6 (part I), chap.12 (part I), chap. 14 (part IV), chap. 18 (part II); 
                                                        “Vietnamese Declaration of Independence, 1945” and “Ho Chi-minh on Self-                                                      

                                                        Determination, 1954” (online)

                                      Video: Mini Dragons Series: Vietnam  

                             Book Paper Due (please post your paper online at the course homepage)
Week  #14       No Class (Thanksgiving/Fall Break)  (???)
Week  #15       Deng Xiaoping’s reforms and the aftermaths/East Asia in the 21st century

                                    Readings: Schirokauer, chap. 16 and afterword; James Fallows, “China Makes, The World 

                                                        Takes ,” in The Atlantic (July/August, 2007); “China’s One Child Family Policy,

                                                        1979 ”(online)
                                       Video: China Rises                               

                         Course Evaluation

                         Final Exam Review                                                

Week  #16       Final Exam/Film Paper Due
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Assessment/Evaluation based course improvement mechanisms:


The instructor will monitor student achievement and attitude throughout the course of the semester to determine the students’ progress on course objectives. This will be done via course assignments and examinations as well as one-on-one discussions with students.


A final course evaluation will be administered to gain student feedback on the course. Changes will be made in planning, assignments, and requirements based on that feedback. In addition, the department chair (and perhaps other history faculty) will observe the class to offer assessments.
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A regional history at the 200-level in line with other courses of similar scope.











A survey of the history of East Asia from the 17th century to the present with a focus on China and Japan. Examines the transformation of political, economic, social, cultural and intellectual institutions in East Asia, and interactions with the outside world.
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Some topics included in this course are also covered broadly in World History I and II.
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