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Dante’s Inferno and the Florence of His Times

Course Description: This course, taught in English, will examine a selection of representative canti, in translation, from Dante’s Inferno.  The study of the canti will include identification of elements of Medieval thought, values, and imagery, as well as the examination of Dante’s representation of Florence and its politics, and leading historical and literary figures of Medieval Italy.  Students will also assess essential elements of architecture and figurative art during visits to sites that have a particular significance in Dante’s life and work, such as  Dante’s house; the Baptistery of San Giovanni; Santa Croce; and the Bargello.  This course may fulfill requirements in the Italian Studies Concentration but not in the Italian minor or major.
Professor: TBA
Istituto Europeo, Florence, Italy

Students will also meet weekly with the Program Directors, Dr.s Virginia Picchietti and Marzia Caporale

Hours: M-Th, times TBA

Credits: 3 credits (45 contact hours)

Texts: Dante, The Inferno (Trans. Mark Musa, Penguin edition)

Visits to sites in Dante’s Florence, which may include based on availability Dante’s house; the Baptistery of San Giovanni; Santa Croce; and the Bargello

Course Objectives: The student will…

      1.0 analyze the structure of the Inferno and the canti using the correct

 terminology;

2.0 be able to identify and critically assess elements of Medieval thought, values and 

imagery through the reading of Dante’s Inferno;

3.0 understand and be able to discuss Dante’s representation of Florence and its 

politics;

4.0 become familiar with some of the leading historical and literary figures of 

Medieval Italy as represented in the Inferno;

5.0 critically assess the historical import of Florentine sites that are of significance to 

Dante’s life and work;

      6.0 critically assess essential elements of Medieval architecture and figurative art 

during on-site visits to selected locations; 

      7.0 critically assess the relationship between Dante’s Inferno and works of art that 

draw inspiration from the text.

Evaluation

Attendance and Participation
20%

--in-class discussions on Dante’s Inferno and on sites visited; attendance is mandatory and absences will adversely affect course grade;

Journal



10%

--demonstration of thought on and understanding of the text (theme, structure, etc.)

Midterm exam


35%


--short written answers and short essays on topics discussed in class

Final exam (cumulative)
35%

--demonstration of the grasp of the Dante’s text and topics discussed in class

Prerequisites: None

Student Eligibility: Freshman, Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors with a GPA of 3.0 or better or with permission of professor.

Course Assessment: Students will anonymously evaluate the course through a form, provided by the professors, that assesses course strengths and weaknesses.

Course Level: HUM 295 (CI)

Program

Week 1: Introduction to Dante and the Florence of his time; Canti I, II, III

Week 2: Canti V, VI, IX, X

Week 3: Canti XIII, XV, XIX, XXI

Week 4: Canti XXIV, XXVI, XXVIII, XXXIV

Weekly visits to sites of significance to Dante and his work will be determined by when these sites are open to the public.  These sites include Dante’s house; the Baptistery of San Giovanni; Santa Croce; and the Bargello.

( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)		X CI 


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			








A travel course of an interdisciplinary humanities nature, it will combine literature, art history, architecture, and history.





None, as the course is taught in English





This course in English examines selections from Dante’s Inferno,  elements of Medieval thought and imagery and Dante’s representation of Florence and its politics. Includes visits to architectural and artistic sites significant to Dante’s life and work. Fulfills requirements in the Italian Studies Concentration but not the Italian minor or major.
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none
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