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Syllabus: ITAL 322: Italian Theatre
Prepared by Dr. Virginia Picchietti, Ph.D.,

Department of World Languages and Cultures

1.0 Course Title and Brief Description

Italian Theatre

This course will examine the development of Italian theatre from the Renaissance to the     present day through a study of significant representative texts from different periods.  Students will perform close readings of the texts; analyze them in relation to their historical contexts; analyze their dramatic structure; and determine how Italian theatre evolved over time.  Taught in Italian.  This course may fulfill the requirements of the Italian minor and major and in the Italian Studies Concentration.
2.0 Course Objectives

The student will…

       2.0.1 perform close readings of the texts to determine, for example, theme, symbolism, etc;
2.0.2 analyze the dramatic structure of the individual text;

2.0.3 be able to identify and assess the relationship between the individual text and its historic context, making reference to, for example, a particular movement, moment, and/or event;

2.0.4 assess the way in which the text participates in the cultural discourse on issues of particular significance in Italian society and the text’s own specific historical context;

2.0.5 when relevant to a particular work, identify and analyze the gender and class discourses represented;
2.0.6 assess the relationship between dramatic texts, even those from different time periods.

3.0 Brief List of Possible Topics and Authors to be Addressed in the Course

Possible Topics: Renaissance theatre; Commedia dell’arte; tragedy; comedy; the pastoral drama; opera seria; opera buffa; the enlightenment; neoclassicism; romanitcism; verismo; futurism; feminist theatre; the avantgarde; teatro civile
Possible Authors: Machiavelli; Ariosto; Tasso; Metastasio; Goldoni; Parini; Alfieri; Foscolo; Manzoni; Verga; D’Annunzio; Pirandello; Marinetti; De Filippo; Betti; Fo; Rame; Ginzburg; Maraini; Paolini; Celestini
4.0 Brief List of Possible Assignments

4.0.1 exams;

4.0.2 study questions (guided questions that require a close reading of the text; analytical questions that require literary, cultural, and historic assessment);

4.0.3 papers (topics include assessing texts’ relationship to each other and to their respective historical and cultural periods; a close reading to determine characterization/ representation, plot development, theme, and symbolism)

5.0 Evaluation (example)

Attendance and Oral proficiency
20%

Exams




20%

Study Questions


30%

Papers




30%

6.0 Prerequisites: ITAL 311/312 or equivalent

7.0 Course Level: ITAL 322

8.0 Course Assessment: Students will anonymously assess the course through an informal evaluation and, should the possibility arise, through the University’s online course evaluation system.
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This course, taught in Italian, assumes linguistic competency beyond the 311-312 level.  It may be taken as part of the Italian Major, Italian Minor, and Italian Studies Concentration.


I am requesting the designation of CL, because it analyzes the literary genre of the short story, and the designation D, because it requires students to analyze issues and themes specific to Italian culture and society.








The course, taught in Italian, assumes linguistic competency beyond the 311-312 level.





ITAL 322 								3 cr.


Italian Theatre


(Pre-requisites:  ITAL 311-312 or equivalent)  This course will examine Italian theatre through a study of representative forms and texts.  Taught in Italian.  May be taken as part of the Italian minor and major and Italian Studies Concentration.




















All additional materials available at the Weinberg Library, the Media Resources Center, and the Language Learning Center.
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