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Dean’s Preliminary Review     Proposal:
X Complete

□ Satisfies U of S Curricular Requirements
□ Additional preliminary comments below 
□ Consistent with College Goals/Mission                    

Dean’s Signature/Date       Darla Germeroth

Spt. 26, 2005
X CAS                    □ CPS                    □ SOM                   □ GRAD                    □ DHC

Preliminary FSCC Disposition:

□ Committee recommends approval (new program proposals require a Recommendation from the full Senate)
□ Proposal will require minimal review:      Anticipated FS Meeting Date:__________________ 

□ Proposal will require significant review:  Anticipated FS Meeting Date: __________________

FSCC Chair Signature/Date __________________________ __________

Issues: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________


New Academic Program

(Degree Program, Major, Minor or Concentration)

Title of New Program:  Judaic Studies Concentration            XX Undergraduate ( Graduate
Required Credits:      18          ( Major  ( Minor XX Concentration   First Offering: Fall 2005  
          Semester       Year
Department(s) Theology/Religious Studies                 Contact Person: Dr. Shapiro             7956
     








 Name                              extension
List all required (including cognate and prerequisite) courses pertaining to the new program (in chronological order)




                       

      Will the sponsoring dept(s). 






                         

deliver the course?

	Course Prefix/

Number
	Course Title
	Year        
	   Yes
	No (specify dept.)

	ENG 329
	Introduction to Jewish Literature
	
	
	English (Schaffer)



	REVISION
 Delete:
THTR 372
	  (Special Topics) Jewish and Israeli Theatre in the 20th Century
	
	
	English (Ben Dov)

	INTD 209
	Holocaust
	
	
	English (Schaffer, et al)



	PHIL 284
	Philosophy and Judaism in the 20th Century
	
	
	Philosophy (Rowe)



	T/RS 414
	Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas
	
	
	Philosophy (Rowe)



	T/RS 207
	Jews, Christians, and the Bible
	
	XXX  (Shapiro)
	

	T/RS 217
	Holocaust in Context
	
	XXX  (Shapiro)
	

	T/RS 240


	Scrolls and Scriptures
	
	XXX (O’Brien)
	

	HEBR 101 and 102
	Biblical Hebrew
	
	XXX (Shapiro)
	

	T/RS 306
	Job and the Psalter
	
	XXX (Mathews)
	

	T/RS 308


	The Great Prophets
	
	XXX (Mathews)
	

	T/RS 309


	Heart of the Old Testament
	
	XXX (Mathews)
	

	T/RS 335


	Judaism in the Time of Jesus
	
	XXX (Shapiro)
	

	T/RS 337
	Jewish Approaches to Ethics
	
	XXX (Shapiro)
	

	T/RS 584
	Jews and Christians
	
	XXX (Bader-Saye)
	


List New courses and date New Course Proposals were/will be submitted:

	Course Prefix and Number
	Course Title
	Date Submitted

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Oversight: 

Managing Department or Program Manager:  Dr. Shapiro in the Theology/Religious Studies Dept.
Home Dean:  XX CAS    □ CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC
List and Analysis of Needed Resources:

Faculty(Faculty involved in the program both in teaching and other ways, their qualifications, the impact their involvement will have on other programs and how that will be addressed.  Indicate any new faculty (if needed) and estimate wages, benefits and start up costs):


Library (Are Library holdings adequate for the proposed program?  What new library resources might be needed? The Director of the Library should assist in answering these questions):
Laboratories, Equipment, Space (What new and continuing resources are needed?):


Other (Are any other resources needed to mount and continue operation of the program?):


Will the new program have an impact on the core curriculum?  X No □Yes (indicate impact)

Will the program have any impact on another department?            X  No
(Yes

If yes, indicate the impact on and the response of the affected department.


Will the program have any impact on the University Community? ( No
X Yes

If yes, indicate the impact and responses.


Proposal for a Judaic Studies Concentration

I.  The Nature of a Judaic Studies Program

Judaic Studies is now a recognized field of study at universities throughout the world. University of Scranton is a partner in this, with an appointment in the Dept. of Theology/Religious Studies devoted specifically to Judaic studies as well as relevant courses offered in other departments.


Judaic Studies courses range from those in biblical literature (with a focus on Judaic elements, such as interpretations of the ancient rabbis and the Dead Sea Scrolls) through Jewish ethics, literature, history and philosophy. The Judeo-Christian tradition has its roots in ancient Judaism, and crucial for understanding the development of Christianity itself is an understanding of its Judaic roots. Thus, it is particularly fitting that a Judaic studies program should exist at a Jesuit university. Many of the Jesuit universities already offer Judaic studies courses, but University of Scranton would be only the second Jesuit university to have an actual program in Judaic studies

In the post-Vatican II era the relationship between Jews and Catholics has been raised to a new level, and it is vitally important that students at a Jesuit university be given every opportunity to explore Judaism as a religion with value and legitimacy in its own right, rather than merely as a precursor to Christianity. This is fully in accord with the spirit of Vatican II. 

In its Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, the Vatican Council declared: “Since the spiritual patrimony common to Christians and Jews is thus of such magnitude, the sacred Synod wants to foster and recommend a mutual knowledge and respect which is the fruit, above all, of biblical and theological studies as well as of fraternal dialogues.” Nothing could help accomplish this goal better than a Judaic Studies Program.

II. Enrollment and Need
The Judaic Studies program will be pitched to a wide range of students. Already a large number of students take courses in Judaic Studies, including the ever-popular interdisciplinary Holocaust course. The envisioned concentration will involve as many disciplines as possible, with a focus on theology. Independent studies will also be encouraged. It will be possible for students who enter in their sophomore year to complete the program successfully. While at present initial enrollment numbers are uncertain, it is our hope that the presence of the program may draw students into it. The committee will review enrollment in a few years to determine if the program should continue. The program is not designed with career prospects in mind, and is simply an opportunity for students to deepen their knowledge in the best tradition of humanistic education. 

III. Administrative Structure, Faculty, and Effect on Other Departments and Programs

Due to its broad multi-disciplinary structure, this program has no departmental home. It is steered by an advisory board and director. The director is Marc B. Shapiro, Dept. of Theology/Religious Studies, and the advisory board is composed of the members of the Judaic Studies committee. The director will have complete administrative responsibility and oversight for the program. The advisory board supports the director. It’s members are drawn from various departments, and a number of them participate in teaching courses in the department. Library holdings are adequate for the proposed program and no additional financial resources are required. As all of the courses are currently being offered, the program will have no effect on any other department, major or course.

IV. Program Goals and Course Criteria

Program Goals

1. To bring knowledge of Judaism, in its various facets, to the student..

2.  To develop in the student habits of clear, critical thinking within the framework of the accepted norms of scholarship.

3.   To introduce the student to reading critically the great works of Judaism.

4.   To foster Jewish-Christian dialogue in the ecumenical spirit of Vatican II.

Course Criteria

In all courses in the Judaic Studies Program, students will be encouraged to read primary sources and selected secondary sources. Written analyses will also be an essential part of each course.

C. Student Learning Outcomes

There is no expectation that the program will assist students in terms of job placement, although it might be of assistance for those seeking entrance to graduate school theology programs. Student success will measured both by performance on examinations and in how the student views the program in terms of his/her own personal and intellectual growth. In addition,

1.  Students will show understanding of fundamental terms and concepts essential to the study of Judaism.

2.  Students will demonstrate an appreciation for the historical role played by key figures in Jewish history.

3.  Students will develop a critical understanding of major traditions and contemporary ideas in Judaism.

4.  Students will write effectively in various areas of Judaic Studies.

5.  Students will demonstrate a range of intellectual virtues and core skills, in particular, those which are related to Judaic Studies.

D. Curriculum

All students will be required to take T/RS 333: Jewish Way of Life, taught by Dr. Shapiro. This course introduces the student to Judaism, its history and culture. Students will also be required to take 15 more credits from the list of approved courses.

ENG 329:  Introduction to Jewish Literature – Schaffer

THTR 372  (Special Topics) Jewish and Israeli Theatre in the Twentieth Century – Ben-Dov

INTD 209:  Holocaust – Schaffer, et al.

PHIL 284:  Philosophy and Judaism in the 20th Century – Rowe

PHIL 414:  Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas – Rowe   

T/RS 207:  Jews, Christians, and the Bible – Shapiro

T/RS 217:  Holocaust in Context – Shapiro

T/RS 240:  Scrolls and Scriptures – O'Brien

T/RS 284:  Biblical Hebrew (two semesters) – Shapiro

T/RS 306   Job and the Psalter – Mathews

T/RS 308   The Great Prophets – Mathews

T/RS 309   Heart of the Old Testament – Mathews

T/RS 335:  Judaism in the Time of Jesus – Shapiro

T/RS 337:  Jewish Approaches to Ethics – Shapiro

T/RS 584:  Jews and Christians – Bader-Saye

V   Curriculum Guide

In its Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, the Vatican Council declared: “Since the spiritual patrimony common to Christians and Jews is thus of such magnitude, the sacred Synod wants to foster and recommend a mutual knowledge and respect which is the fruit, above all, of biblical and theological studies as well as of fraternal dialogues.” In addition, the Judeo-Christian tradition has its roots in ancient Judaism, and crucial for understanding the development of Christianity itself is an understanding of its Judaic roots. 

Judaic Studies courses range from those in biblical literature (with a focus on Judaic elements, such as interpretations of the ancient rabbis and the Dead Sea Scrolls) through Jewish ethics, literature, history, philosophy, and Hebrew Language. Courses for the Judaic Studies Concentration are drawn from a variety of departments, and all of these courses may be used for general education requirements. A number of them also satisfy the cultural diversity requirement.

All students are required to take T/RS 333: Jewish Way of Life. Students will also be required to take 15 more credits from the list of approved courses.

ENG 329:  Introduction to Jewish Literature 

THTR 372  (Special Topics) Jewish and Israeli Theatre in the Twentieth Century 

INTD 209:  Holocaust

PHIL 284:  Philosophy and Judaism in the 20th Century 

PHIL 414:  Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas 

T/RS 207:  Jews, Christians, and the Bible 

T/RS 217:  Holocaust in Context 

T/RS 240:  Scrolls and Scriptures 

T/RS 284:  Biblical Hebrew (two semesters) 

T/RS 306   Job and the Psalter 

T/RS 308   The Great Prophets 

T/RS 309   Heart of the Old Testament 

T/RS 335:  Judaism in the Time of Jesus 

T/RS 337:  Jewish Approaches to Ethics 

T/RS 584:  Jews and Christians 
Due to its broad multi-disciplinary structure, this program has no departmental home. It is steered by an advisory board and director. The director is Marc B. Shapiro, Dept. of Theology/Religious Studies, and the advisory board is composed of the members of the Judaic Studies committee. The director will have complete administrative responsibility and oversight for the program. The advisory board supports the director. Its members are drawn from various departments, and a number of them participate in teaching courses in the department. Library holdings are adequate for the proposed program and no additional financial resources are required. As all of the courses are currently being offered, the program will have no effect on any other department, major or course.








Additional Signatures


	     English              J. DeRitter              (signature on original)                                Nov. 29, 2005


                      English 	Carl Schaffer	(signature on original)		       26 Sept. 2005	


                                          Department                                                                                                                        Signature                                                                                                   Date 


______Philosophy		R. Klonoski	(Signature on Original)                                 29 Sept. 2005     


                                          Department                                                                                                                        Signature                                                                                                   Date                                         


Theology/Religious Studies   C. Pinches      (approval in Dept. Minutes)                                      10/6/05


______               ____________ ______________________________________________  ____________   


                                          Department                                                                                                                        Signature                                                                                                   Date                       

















                  








The library holdings are adequate for the proposed program.
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It will expose students to Jewish culture and history.
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