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Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: X NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   X CAS
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Required Attachments:
X Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

X  Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

             X   Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
Note:  This course was offered as a special topics course in Intersession 2008 and has been revised slightly based on feedback from student participants.  Student feedback on the course was enthusiastic; students made presentations to the University community on what they learned and volunteered to develop a website for the eco-tourism center on their own time.  Nevertheless, the instructors have decided to lengthen the travel portion of the course and integrate more reflection and discussion into our days on-site to improve the quality of student’s ability to integrate the academic literature with their travel observations and experiences.  A draft of the proposed new syllabus for intersession 2010 is attached, and addresses the requirements above.  Note that the travel site (and therefore itinerary) may change from year to year.  

We are committed to continually improving the course based on student input, the response from our site hosts, and instructor observation and reflection.  Students will continue to complete site evaluation as well as course evaluations that not only address student learning objectives but also course logistics.  Outlines of student assignments are provided on the syllabus.

LA/WS 395:  Women and Development in Latin America (general information)
Students: This course is intended for students enrolled in the women’s studies or Latin American studies concentrations as well as students majoring in International Business, International Language-Business, Economics, or Political Science, and/or students majoring in the disciplines of the faculty teaching the course.  The course is open to all students who have taken at least one core course in women’s studies or Latin American studies.  While knowledge of the Spanish language is beneficial and encouraged, it is not required.  
Implementation: This three-credit, interdisciplinary, team-taught course is planned as an intensive travel course to be offered during Intersession or Summer session.  After some advanced preparation meetings held in the regular semester prior to the session in which the course is taught and on-line assignments to be completed prior to the trip, the students will travel to Mexico, Central or South America for 10-14 days, where we will learn from women’s economic cooperatives.   Instruction on site will average 7 hours per day and will feature guest lectures and workshops taught by members of economic cooperatives as well as reflection and discussion periods facilitated by the instructors of record.  Upon return from the trip, students will write a reflection paper as their final assignment.  The course will be cross-listed by the women’s studies and Latin American studies programs and may also be cross-listed by other relevant departments, such as those whose faculty members teach the course in any given term.  Faculty for the course will be drawn primarily from the faculty of the women’s studies and Latin American studies programs.   As is customary for courses with travel components, students shall be offered the course at a tuition discount (of 1/3 the normal rate) to help offset their travel costs.  Because of the intensity of the work involved in preparation for a travel course, two faculty members each will be compensated for a 3-credit course.
We seek GE “S” and “D” designations.  The course readings and experiences provide an interdisciplinary social scientific introduction to women’s economic development issues that includes key readings and insights from political science, sociology, anthropology, geography, and economics.

Schedule for course implementation: 

· The directors of the Women’s Studies and Latin American studies programs will consult with their faculty two months prior to the scheduling of Intersession courses for the following year to confirm faculty instructors and consult with co-sponsoring departments to insure that the course is scheduled.

· Faculty instructors for the course will consult with the program directors to select an appropriate travel site (initially the class will be visit  indigenous women’s groups in Puebla, Mexico).   Faculty will work with the program directors, department chairs and the International Studies office to make appropriate group travel arrangements, including transportation and translation assistance in the host country.

· Faculty instructors will develop a specific course plan that meets the course objectives and course plan outlined below. 

· During the prior regular semester (approximately 10 weeks prior to the course offering), the course will be advertised.

· Students will register in the fall, as is the norm for all Intersession courses.

· Enrolled students will meet with the course faculty to review course expectations and confirm travel arrangements in meetings scheduled 3-6 weeks prior to the course trip.  

(draft sample syllabus)
LA/WS 395: Women & Development in Latin America
The University of Scranton, Intersession 2010 

Instructors:  

· Dr. Linda Ledford-Miller, Professor and Chair of Foreign Languages and Literatures, O’Hara 317, x, 6160,  ledfordl1@scranton.edu
· Dr. Sharon Meagher, Professor of Philosophy and Director of Women’s Studies, St. Thomas 552, x 4075, meaghers1@scranton.edu
Office hours:  tba
Course description:  This team-taught travel course will engage students in thinking about the challenges of development in Latin America, with particular emphasis placed upon the gendered dimensions of both development theory and practice.  Through a combination of readings, films, lectures, discussion and travel to a developing region in Mexico, Central America, or South America where women play key roles in development, students will be challenged to understand the burdens placed on women in underdeveloped nations as well as the roles that women have played in that region’s development.  
Student learning objectives:  Students who complete this course successfully will:

· understand the crises of development from a global perspective and within the cultural, social, economic, political, historical and contemporary context of Latin America

· comprehend the complex role that gender plays in social, economic and political development globally, with particular emphasis on Latin America
· make connections between social justice, sustainability, and development issues in Latin America 
· be able to identify feminist theories of development and their critique of traditional development theories
· appreciate how social change can happen and how they can become social change agents
· develop an understanding of feminist pedagogy as they listen and learn from one another
This course fulfills a requirement for students enrolled in the Women’s Studies program and/or the Latin American Studies program.   Students who are not yet enrolled in Women’s Studies or Latin American Studies but are interested in doing so should discuss the concentrations with the course faculty.  To enroll in Women’s Studies, contact Dr. Meagher, Director of Women’s Studies.  To enroll in Latin American Studies, contact Dr. Penyak, Director of Latin American Studies (penyakl2@scranton.edu).  

Assigned readings:

The following text is available for purchase at the campus bookstore and is required (as we will read several chapters from it):

Sylvia Chant with Nikki Craske, Gender in Latin America.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University Press, 2003.

In addition:  readings will be assigned from

Jane L. Parpart, M. Patricia Connelly, and V. Eudine Barriteau, Theoretical Perspectives on Gender and Development. Ottawa:  International Development Research Centre, 2000.  This text, along with many others, is available free on-line at http://www.idrc.ca/booktique. The specific text cited here is available at:  http://www.idrc.ca/booktique/ev-9419-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
We will also read selected essays from Jennifer Abbassi and Sheryl L. Lutjens, Rereading Women in Latin America and the Caribbean: The Political Economy of Gender.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman and Littlefield, 2000.  Those essays are on library reserve.  
We will also view a number of videos in this course and meet with various resource persons in Mexico.   They are important resources just as readings are; you should take notes when viewing videos and either during or immediately after (as appropriate) meeting with resource persons.
Graded requirements:
a)   Class attendance and participation:  15% of your final grade.  Students are required to attend all pre-travel class and orientation meetings and complete on-line assignments prior to the course trip.  Class participation includes attendance at required in-person and on-line classes as well as active participation during the travel part of the course.   Students must demonstrate that they have read and thought about the assigned texts and prior class presentations and discussion.  Asking good questions, as well as answering questions and making comments are all valuable class contributions.  Taking careful reading and class notes is also a good measure.  
b)   Reflective journal. 35 % of final grade.  All students are required to purchase a standard composition notebook and maintain a journal of their reflections on assigned readings and films as well as their time in Mexico.  The journal sets down your daily response to the course reading and discussion, other class work, and our travel experiences.  In part, you will use the journal to answer questions generated in your small groups and/or by the instructors.  While you may use the journal to jot down some preliminary ideas when we are traveling (when in Scranton, you should use your notebook rather than journal for such purposes), all of your main journal entries should be carefully and clearly written.  Your discussions should draw specifically on assigned readings and/or experiences.  Whenever appropriate, you should cite specific examples from either reading or experience that supports the claims that you make.  Done well, the journal will provide you with the groundwork for your final synthesis paper.  Criteria for evaluating journals include consideration of the following issues:   a.) do the entries demonstrate that the student understands critical issues and their import, and answers questions in ways that address those central issues?  b) does the student bring knowledge of the assigned readings to bear in the discussion, and make appropriate use of both textual and travel experience examples? c) are the entries thoughtful and well-written?  d) is the journal complete, with a sufficient number of substantive entries?  
c)  on-line assignments and film viewings, 15 % of final grade.  Students will be assigned some assignments on Angel and some videos to view in preparation for the travel part of the course.  Students who miss film viewings are required to view the films on their own and complete the necessary assignments.  On-line assignments will be available to students as soon as they register for the course in Fall 2009;  all assignments must be completed prior to January 4, 2010.
d)  class discussion facilitation, 5% of final grade.  Students will each facilitate one reflection discussion while we are on-site.  Facilitators must develop questions that connect the assigned readings to the experiences from the prior day(s).  In some cases, students may be assigned to work in pairs.

e) final synthesis paper, 30%  of final grade.  Students must write a final paper that synthesizes what they have learned in the class.  Students will be given some questions to guide their discussion.  

Please note that in addition, students will be expected to share what they have learned with the campus community.  Students will be required to commit to doing a presentation at either the Foundations in Feminism workshop co-sponsored by the Jane Kopas Women’s Center and the University of Scranton Women’s Studies program or at an another event co-sponsored by the Latin American studies program and the JKWC (dates TBA).  

FINAL LETTER GRADE CALCULATIONS:  A:  93.6-100; A-:  89.8-93.5; B+:  87.6-89.7; B:  83.6-87.5; B-:  79.8-83.5; C+:  77.6-79.7 C:  73.6-77.5; C-:  69.8-73.5; D+:  67.6-69.7; D:  63.6-67.5; F:  63.5 or less
Students with Disabilities
In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant and current medical documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities.

Writing Center
The Writing Center provides one-on-one consultations focused on improving your writing skills at all stages of the writing process.
To meet with a writing consultant, stop by during the Writing Center’s regularly scheduled hours. You may also call (941-6147) for an appointment or request an appointment by completing the Writing Assistance Request Form online. Online Consultations are also available. For more information, see http://www.scranton.edu/writing-center.

Academic honesty policy:  Students are expected to abide by all aspects of the University’s academic integrity policy.  For the purposes of this course, that means that students must do their fair share of work in group activity and represent what they did honestly; students must complete their own on-line assignments and write their own journals and papers and do so in a timely way.  And students are obliged to represent themselves honestly in matters of attendance and other course assignments and policies. The consequences of plagiarism will be, at minimum, a zero for the plagiarized assignment.
Angel course site:  This course has a website using the courseware Angel, which is now available directly within my.scranton.  The site features class news, syllabus updates, some class handouts and/or web links, and group pages so that you can contact your group members easily.   
Course Schedule

Mandatory class orientation meetings:  

Thursday, November 12, 2009, 11:30-12:45, location TBA

Thursday, December 3, 2009, 7-8:30 p.m., location TBA

Video showings TBA:

Pre-Travel Class (on-line)  Part I.  Framework of Analysis:  Introduction to Women and Development in Latin America
Lesson 1:  Feminist and Freirean pedagogy; the structure and purpose of the course

Reading:  Selections from Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed and bell hooks, Teaching to Transgress (on reserve)
Lesson 2:  Introduction to the history of Latin America and challenges for development

Reading:  Chant, “Chapter 1:  Introduction:  Gender in a Changing Continent;”
Video:  Columbus Didn’t Discover Us
Lesson 3:   Introduction to Huehuetla and the Totonac People

Video:  The Tree of Life

Reading:  “Totonac Cultural Revitalization: An Alternative to the Zapatistas” available on Angel
Lesson 4:   Indigenous Knowledge and the Challenge of “Development”

Video: The Tree of Knowledge

Reading:  Indigenous Knowledge and Development (UNESCO)
Lesson 5:  Indigenous Politics in Puebla, Mexico; Contemporary  
Video: Indian Democracy 

Lesson 6:  Introduction to Feminist Organizing

Video:  Women Organize!
Reading:  Parpart et al, Theoretical Perspectives on Gender and Development, available on-line:  Reddock, chapter 2:  “Why Gender?  Why Development?” pp. 23-47 
Part II:  Immersion Experience—travel to Puebla, Mexico, 1/10/10-1/22/10

1/11/10  Arrive in Mexico City; guided tour of the Museum of Anthropology: Bus Travel to Puebla

The history of Latin America and challenges for development (with particular focus on colonialism and its legacy)

11/12/10 Travel by Bus to Huehuetla, Puebla, Mexico (Ecotourism Center)

Huehuetla is home to the Totonac people, one of the indigenous groups in the north central part of Mexico, and the actual site where the women’s cooperative does its work. There students can learn first-hand from the experiences of women involved in micro-enterprises and other development initiatives.  We will stay in an eco-village developed by the women’s cooperative.  This group has engaged in a complex model of grassroots organizing and social, political and economic development and has documented their work.  They have a remarkable and inspiring story to share with our students, who will learn that tremendous social change is possible even in conditions of scarce resources

Evening:  Welcome and Class meetings with women organizers of Taputsama Talakxtumit and the NGO with which they partner, Xasasti Yolistli

11/13/10  Gender and Politics in Latin America

Reading:  Chant, “Chapter 2:  Gender, Politics, and Legislation”

a.m.:  class discussion and reflection (facilitated by students and faculty)

p.m.:  guided nature walk and visit to town of Huehuetla; meeting at Totona Ce3remonial Site “Kogyomachuchut” where public housing has been built.  Presentation by Maria Luisa Patron on the political mosaic of the indigenous movement.

11/14/10  Gender roles in Latin America

Reading:  Chant, ch. 7 “Gender, Families and Households”; 

a.m.:   class discussion and reflection (facilitated by Ledford-Miller and Meagher)

p.m.:    visit to local households in Huehuetla

evening:  Gastronomy workshop—hands-on cooking demonstration of tortillas and traditional Totonac cuisine

11/15/10  Contemporary economic and political situation in Latin America;  Development as an issue of sustainability and social justice

Reading:  Introduction to Part I of “Women, Work and Development” in Abbassi and Lutjens,  19-42 (library reserve)
a.m.:  class discussion and reflection

p.m.:  river clean-up of Tehuancate River

11/16/10  Traditional and “Western” Medicine

a.m. class discussion and reflection

p.m. Visit to Huehuetla Hospital

evening:  Huapangueda (traditional dance and music); optional traditional medicinal steam baths

11/17/10:  Travel to, Puebla, Mexico (by bus).  Eco-tourism Center Taselotzin Hotel (run by Nahua women)

p.m.  Introduction to Taselotzin, their business model, the Nahua women leaders

11/18/10:  Comparative Analysis of Two Indigenous Women’s Development Projects

a.m.  class discussion and reflection

p.m.  Tour of Nahua women’s development projects

Reading:  Lynn Stephen, “Women in Mexico’s Popular Movements:  Survival Strategies against Ecological and Economic Impoverishment,” in Abbassi and Lutjens, 91-111 (reserve)
11/19/10:  Feminist Theories of Development (WID and GAD); Feminist Theories of Development

Reading:  Connelly et al, selections from “Feminism and Development:  Theoretical Perspectives,” pp. 57-64 and 140-147; and McClean, Chapter 5:  “Alternative Approaches to Women and Development,” 149-188.

11/20/10:  Travel (by bus) from Cuetzalán to Puebla

p.m. Visit urban center for indigenous women’s cooperative in city of Puebla

1/21/10:  Colonial Legacies, Post-Colonial Futures

Reading:  Chant, ch. 10:  “Looking to the Future”

a.m.  Tour of Puebla, a UNESCO historic site

p.m.  Wrap-up discussion and reflection.  Final journals due.
1/22/10:  Depart Puebla to Mexico City airport; fly home.  

1/25/10-1/27/10:  Mandatory final paper conferences with faculty

1/28/10.  Final paper due no later than 5 p.m. 
Final papers should develop and connect ideas discussed in your journals as well as respond to earlier critical feedback from instructors on your journals.  Final papers MUST make connections to course reading and to the experiences and lessons of the trip as well as the pre-trip lessons.  

Questions to be explored include:

· What did the travel immersion experience add to my understanding of the readings on women and development in Latin American?  

· What contributions have women made to sustainable development?  What obstacles have prevented women from contributing and/or increased burdens placed on women?

· What are the political, structural, and/or or institutional dimensions of creating a just and sustainable world?  

· How does change happen?  How can we create a just and sustainable world?  How can we build effective alliances to create change?  How do we overcome impediments to sustainable development?  

· What are our roles as social change agents in the creation of global justice?  What steps can we identify that we might pursue as individuals or as part of a group?  
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This course is intended for students enrolled in the women’s studies or Latin American studies concentrations as well as students majoring in International Business, International Language-Business, Economics, or Political Science, and/or students majoring in the disciplines of the faculty teaching the course.  The course is open to all students who have taken at least one core course in women’s studies or Latin American studies.  While knowledge of the Spanish language is beneficial and encouraged, it is not required.  





This travel course demands cultural sensitivity and maturity of its student participants.  Furthermore, students who will succeed will be those with some prior knowledge of Latin American Studies, Women’s Studies, or related fields.  The pre-requisite courses are those courses which fulfill key requirements in either Women’s Studies or Latin American Studies.  Students with prior international experience and/or knowledge of international development issues will also be permitted to enroll.  





(Pre-requisite:  At least one of the following:  PS 219; SOC 220; HIST 125, 126 or 213; PHIL 218, 231; WOMN/SOC 315 or have permission of the instructors. ) This travel course takes students to visit one or more women’s economic cooperatives in Latin America.  Through reading, reflection, and site visits, students will be challenged to understand the burdens placed on women in Latin America as well as the roles that women have played in that region’s development.  
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As per University policy, students will be charged 1 credit for this 3 credit course.  Because of the intensiveness of the advanced travel planning necessary for this course and the need for sufficient faculty supervision of students abroad, two team teachers will each be compensated for teaching a 3 credit course, so long as the course enrolls minimum of 10 students.  The maximum number of students who can be safely accommodated is 14.
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