Proposed Changes in an Existing Academic Program

(Degree Program, Major, Minor or Concentration)

Changes to Latin American Studies Concentration
 CAS 2003-2004 Item #21

In a note accompanying the hard copy of these changes, Dr. Penyak (director of the LASC), he “could not find a ‘Academic Program Approval Form,’ so [he] simply downloaded the ‘Course Approval Form’ and filled it out to the best of [his] ability.”
Deadline for Completion of Process: 

Department(s)  LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES CONCENTRATION
Contact Person  LEE M. PENYAK
Title of Existing Program  LATIN AMER STUDIES CONC.  Undergrad XXX Grad ____ Both ____


If the title will change, list the proposed title __________________________________

First Offering of New Program  __________ (Semester/Year)

Required Credits Hours for New Program  24/22.5


Required Credits Hours for the Existing Program  24/22.5
List all major and cognate courses pertaining to the revised program:

       Existing Program




Revised Program

	Major Courses:
	Major Courses:

	
	

	
	

	New curriculum guide does not fit this 
	

	format. Please see attached file and 
	

	photocopies.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Cognate Courses (if applicable):
	Cognate Courses (if applicable):

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


If new courses are developed for the revised program, each new course must undergo the course approval process and the Course Approval Form must be appended.

List any additional resources (faculty, clerical, equipment, library, facilities, etc.) that will be need to successfully deliver the proposed changes.

None. These proposed changes only modify the existing academic program. 

Review student learning outcomes and the assessment plan for the program and indicate any changes.

There are no changes to learning outcomes or assessment.

Provide an update curriculum guide for the University catalog.

Updated curriculum guide attached in WORD and on photocopies.
Using all information above, provide rational for the proposed changes.

Latin American Studies Concentration [LASC] will promote the same goals and objectives as stated on p. 77 of catalog. Students will still be required to take 24 total credits if they study Spanish or 22.5 total credits if they study Portuguese. 

The curriculum update will 1) redistribute major and supporting courses; 2) provide catalog numbers to three courses that previously did not have them (PHIL 284, PS 384, and T/RS 384); 3) include five additional courses recently accepted into the concentration (HIST 491, SPAN 319, SPAN 422, SPAN 430, SPAN 433); 4) enable students who study abroad or who take other appropriate classes to petition to substitute courses; and 5) allow students to take either SPAN 295 or SPAN 310 in partial fulfillment of their language requirement.

SPAN 295 is an intensive language experience in Guadalajara, Mexico, during Intersession; students tend to have already taken SPAN 311. Students in SPAN 310 (Medical Spanish) usually major in Biology, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and Spanish, or minor in Spanish. SPAN 311 will be a prerequisite for 310.

During the past three years, students in the program have found it difficult to meet the 6-credit Political Science requirement and the 6-credit 100-level History requirement. At the same time, LASC board members did not want to decrease the importance of these two fields in the concentration. Therefore, they decided to reduce the core component of each to 3 credits, and designate the other History and Political Science classes as “supporting courses.” It remains very likely that students will take at least two History and two Political Science courses as they complete requirements for the concentration.

This curriculum update will 1) permit students to take more upper-division courses in the concentration; 2) allow students from a broader range of majors to add this concentration as their interests mature and develop; and 3) eliminate the need to grant exceptions to students who comply with total credits needed, but who could not take a specific course during a given semester.

Please see next page for updated curriculum guide.

Credit totals:

Spanish language and other core/supporting courses:
24 total credits needed

Or

Portuguese language and other core/supporting courses:
22.5 total credits needed

Course breakdown:

Spanish Language






6 credits

SPAN 295 and/or SPAN 310 or higher

Or
Portuguese Language






4.5 credits

PORT 210

History








3 credits

HIST 125
Colonial Latin America

HIST 126
Modern Latin America

Political Science

PS 219

Survey of Latin American Politics 


3 credits

Supporting Courses







12 credits

HIST 213
Gender and Family in Latin America

HIST 215
Church and Society in Latin America

HIST 327
African Experience in Latin America

HIST 491
Seminar in American (Mexican) History

PHIL 284
Latin American Thought

PS 295

Contemporary Mexican Culture & Language

PS 384

Topical or Country-Specific Courses in Latin America

SPAN 314
Topics in Latin American Culture & Civilization

SPAN 319
Business Spanish

SPAN 320
Introduction to Literature

SPAN 331
Spanish American Literature

SPAN 422
Spanish-American Drama

SPAN 430
Hispanic Women Writers

SPAN 433
Hispanic Lyric Poetry

T/RS 384
Latin American Theologies 

� Native or near native speakers who begin Spanish above the 311-312 level may be exempt from the Spanish language requirement (with approval of the chair of the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures), but will need to take additional content courses to fulfill concentration credit requirements.


� Portuguese is taught intensively; only 4.5 credits are required.


� Students who take both core history courses may reduce their supporting course load to 9 credits.


� Students who study abroad or take other appropriate classes with an emphasis on Latin America may petition to substitute classes and are encouraged to speak to the director of the program. Students who plan to pursue graduate work in Latin American Studies should become especially adept in Spanish and/or Portuguese, and should possess appropriate knowledge of history and political science.   


� Restricted to senior history majors and 4-year BA/MA History students.


� A six-credit intersession travel course to Guadalajara, Mexico, for 3 credits in Foreign Languages (during intersession) and 3 credits in Political Science (during Spring semester).





