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SYLLABUS

Lit. 205: Modern Latin American Literature in Translation (C, D, W)


Fall 2006, Monday and Wednesday, 3-4:15 Hyl 203
Dr. Linda Ledford-Miller

O’Hara 317; 941-6160 (with voice mail)

E-mail:ledfordl1@scranton.edu
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 11-11:50 am, or by appointment

Description and goals: A survey in English of primarily twentieth century Latin American writers. Introduction to major literary movements, such as the (Boom( and (magic realism,( which have influenced writers in the U.S., Europe, and elsewhere. 

This course will examine and attempt to appreciate the literature of modern Latin America through representative examples from a range of countries,  authors, and genres. We will read drama, short stories and novels.  We will situate each author in his or her social, historical, and cultural context.

Texts:

Abreu, Caio Fernando. Whatever Happened to Dulce Veiga? Translated by Adria Frizzi. University of Texas Press, 2000.

Echevarría, Roberto, ed. The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories. Oxford, 1999.

Guillermoprieto, Alma. Looking for History. Vintage, 2002.

The Methuen Book of Latin American Plays. Methuen, 2004. 

Serrano, Marcela.  Antigua and My Life Before.  Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden.  Anchor, 2001.

Objectives
All students will:

1.  Read carefully a substantial number of texts, including prose fiction, drama and poetry;

2.  Analyze major themes as well as the elements and strategies of texts through close reading, applying elementary critical terminology such as metaphor, simile, plot and narrative;

3.  Engage in focused and articulate discussion of texts both orally and in writing;

4.  Distinguish among genres;

5.  Examine the relationship between culture and literary expression;

6.  Identify pertinent major historical figures and events.

Evaluation
1.  Daily reading quizzes........................................................25%

2.  Five short papers..............................................................60%

3.  Class participation............................................................15%

Grade values
A = 95‑100 
B = 85‑88
C   = 73‑76 
D = 60‑65

A‑ = 90‑94 
B‑ = 80‑82
C‑ = 70‑72 
F = 0‑59 

B+ = 87‑89 
C+ = 77‑79 
D+ = 66‑69 

1.  Daily reading quizzes (25%) will cover the reading you(re responsible for on the date it is listed, plus any pertinent information from the previous day(s class.  Quizzes will be given in the first five minutes of class. No make-ups.  At the end of the term the two lowest grades will be dropped. 

 Objectives: to reward you for your careful and regular reading in preparation for class and to better train your reading skills.
2.  Five short papers :  Five short (2-4 page) papers.  Due dates are indicated in the Calendar.  These papers should be typed, double spaced, a minimum of 500 words and a maximum of 1250.  Place (Word Count:( and number at the end of each paper.  Topics will vary, but should explore in more depth some question raised by the previous week(s readings.  

These are not meant to be research papers; you do not need to read any secondary sources in order to write them.  You are to choose a topic and engage it, focusing on and providing supporting evidence from one or more primary texts.  You may hand them in via the Digital Dropbox on Blackboard by 5 pm on the due date, or by hardcopy in class or at my office in O(Hara 317, also by 5 pm on the due date.

Like all papers, these should have a thesis statement, evidence from one or more texts to support the thesis, and a conclusion.  

All evidence should be properly cited, whether paraphrased, quoted, or merely alluded to.  Evidence does not mean plot summary.  Use the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers for form and for clarification of any questions on proper citation. There is a good (Guide for Research Papers,( based on the MLA Handbook, at http://cctc.commnet.edu/mla/index.shtml

The first two papers may be rewritten and resubmitted within a week after the return of your first draft; in that case the first draft will be worth 50% of the grade, and the final version will be worth 50%. Spelling, grammar, syntax and the use of appropriate and varied vocabulary are all important parts of any essay, and therefore affect the grade for any essay.

Be sure your name is on the first page, top left. Place the page number on the bottom of the first page. Use a header to place your name and the page number on the top of the second and subsequent pages. If you are not an experienced writer, I highly recommend that you seek the assistance of the Writing Center. The Writing Center is located in the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence, St. Thomas Hall,, Harper-McGinnis Wing, Room 588 D. Hours are Monday - Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.CLOSED on Saturday & Sunday

ADVANCE \d4No appointment needed, but you may register online via MyScranton or you may call 941-6147 during our regular hours to schedule an appointment.

Objectives: To foster synthesis of the readings and provide the opportunity for formal writing.
Plagiarism, defined as the intentional or inadvertent use of the words or ideas of another without proper credit, is unacceptable and will result in(minimally-- a failing grade for the paper containing it, and may result in a failing grade for the course.  To quote the MLA Handbook, (plagiarism . . .constitutes intellectual theft( (30).  If you are in doubt about the use of sources, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, the web site given above, or ask me.

3.  Class participation (15%) involves several elements, including

1.  Attendance: Obviously one must be present in order to participate.  Absence is strongly discouraged.  Beginning with the second absence your final grade will be reduced 2% for each absence.  More than 2 (two) undocumented absences may result in a failing grade.
2. Participation: participation means coming on time, prepared for the readings of the day, having read the assignment on the calendar before coming to class.  It also means coming prepared to join in the discussion, taking the initiative in asking questions, making comments, sharing experiences and thoughts, and so on.  IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER OR OTHER CLASS CANCELLATION, STICK TO THE SCHEDULE OF READINGS AS LISTED ON THE SYLLABUS.  We will catch up.

Note: For students with disabilities or special needs: In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.



CALENDAR
Week One
AUGUST


Monday

28
Introduction to course 

Where and what is Latin America? What is literature? What is translation? 

How to read well

Wednesday

30
Colonial Times; The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Popul Vuh, (A Maiden(s Story,( pp. 28-30; Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, (Plague of Ants,( pp.34-38; Catalina de Erauso (The Lieutenant Nun,( pp. 46-49 

Week Two
SEPTEMBER
Monday

4
No Class. Labor Day Holiday

Wednesday

6
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: (New Nations( and Esteban Echevarría, (The Slaughter House,( pp. 57-72

Week Three
Monday

11
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Ricardo Palma, (Fray Gómez(s Scorpion,( pp, 85-89; Machado de Assis, (Midnight Mass,( pp. 95-101

Wednesday

13
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Horacio Quiroga, (The Decapitated Chicken,( pp. 118-124; 
Rafael Arévalo Martínez, (The Man Who Resembled a Horse,( pp. 131-140

Week Four 

Monday

18
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Lima Barreto, (The Man Who Knew Javanese,( pp. 144-152; Mário de Andrade, (The Christmas Turkey,( pp. 159-164

FIRST ESSAY DUE by Friday 22; turn in via Digital Dropbox on Blackboard or at O(Hara 317, by 5 pm.

Wednesday

20
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Borges, (The Garden of the Forking Paths,( pp.211-220

Week Five
Monday

25
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Bosch, (Encarnación Mendoza(s Christmas Eve,( pp. 247-255; Guimarães Rosa, (The Third Bank of the River,( pp. 256-260

Wednesday

27
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Onetti, (The Image of Misfortune,( pp. 261-283

Week Six
OCTOBER
Monday

2
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Rulfo, (Tell Them Not to Kill Me!,( pp. 284-289;Cortázar, (The Night Face Up,( 337-344

Wednesday

4
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories: Donoso, (The Walk,( pp. 367-382; Ferré, (When Women Love Men,( pp. 462-472

Week Seven
Monday

9
Whatever Happed to Dulce Veiga, beginning to p. 51, just before 16.

Wednesday

11
Whatever Happed to Dulce Veiga, pp. 51-99

Week Eight
Monday

16
No class. Fall holiday

Wednesday

18
Whatever Happed to Dulce Veiga, pp. 102-137

Week Nine
Monday

23
Whatever Happed to Dulce Veiga, pp. 138-195

Wednesday

25
Antigua and My Life Before, Preface to p. 69

SECOND ESSAY DUE by Friday 27
Week Ten
Monday

30
Antigua and My Life Before, p. 71-137

NOVEMBER
Wednesday

1
Antigua and My Life Before, p.139-210

Week Eleven
Monday

6
Antigua and My Life Before, p. 211-282

Wednesday

8
Antigua and My Life Before, p. 283-352

Week Twelve
Monday

13
Looking for History: Dispatches from Latin America, Introduction to p. 71

THIRD ESSAY DUE by Friday 17

Wednesday

15
Looking for History: Dispatches from Latin America, pp. 72-125

Week Thirteen
Monday

20
Looking for History: Dispatches from Latin America, pp. 126-184

Wednesday

22
No class. Thanksgiving holiday

Week Fourteen
Monday

27
Looking for History: Dispatches from Latin America, pp. 185-238

Wednesday

29
Looking for History: Dispatches from Latin America, pp. 239-303

Week Fifteen
DECEMBER
Monday

4
The Methuen Book of Latin American Plays: (Introduction,( pp. vii-xxiii and La Chunga, pp. 1-60

FOURTH ESSAY DUE by Friday 8

Wednesday

6
The Methuen Book of Latin American Plays: Paper Flowers, pp.61-122

Week Sixteen
Monday

11
The Methuen Book of Latin American Plays: Medea in the Mirror, pp. 123-182 

Last day of class

THERE IS NO FINAL EXAM. 

THE FIFTH ESSAY IS DUE no later than FRIDAY DECEMBER 15, 5 PM in the Digital dropbox.. 
3

Home Dean:  X CAS    □ CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








Desire to add an already-existing course to the Concentration: Lit. 205: Modern Latin American Literature in Translation (C, D, W)





Professor of course (Linda Ledford-Miller) is a member of the board of Latin American Studies. Content of course deals exclusively with Latin America. Ledford-Miller and members of her department agree that this course can and should be added to the Concentration.























Credit totals:


Spanish language and other core/supporting courses:	24 total credits needed


Portuguese language and other core/supporting courses:	22.5 total credits needed


Course breakdown:


Spanish Language							6 credits


SPAN 295 and/or SPAN 310 or higher�


Portuguese Language							4.5 credits


PORT 210�


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


History�								3 credits


HIST 125	Colonial Latin America


HIST 126	Modern Latin America





Political Science


PS 219		Survey of Latin American Politics 			3 credits





Supporting Courses�							12 credits


BIOL 204		Environmental Issues in Latin America


HIST 213		Gender and Family in Latin America


HIST 215		Church and Society in Latin America


HIST 327		African Experience in Latin America


HIST 491		Seminar in American (Mexican) History�


PHIL 242		Latin American Thought


PS 295			Contemporary Mexican Culture & Language�


PS 384			Country-Specific Courses in Latin America (Central America)


SPAN 314		Topics in Latin American Culture & Civilization


SPAN 319		Business Spanish


SPAN 320		Introduction to Literature


SPAN 331		Spanish American Literature


SPAN 335		Service and the Hispanic Community


SPAN 422		Spanish-American Drama


SPAN 430		Hispanic Women Writers


SPAN 433		Hispanic Lyric Poetry


SPAN 484		Topics in Hispanic Prose�


T/RS 284		Latin American Theologies








Credit totals:


Spanish language and other core/supporting courses:	24 total credits needed


Portuguese language and other core/supporting courses:	22.5 total credits needed


Course breakdown:


Spanish Language							6 credits


SPAN 295 and/or SPAN 310 or higher�


Portuguese Language							4.5 credits


PORT 210�


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


History�								3 credits


HIST 125	Colonial Latin America


HIST 126	Modern Latin America





Political Science


PS 219		Survey of Latin American Politics 			3 credits





Supporting Courses�							12 credits


BIOL 204		Environmental Issues in Latin America


HIST 213		Gender and Family in Latin America


HIST 215		Church and Society in Latin America


HIST 327		African Experience in Latin America


HIST 491		Seminar in American (Mexican) History�


LIT. 205		Modern Latin American Literature in Translation (pending)


PHIL 242		Latin American Thought


PS 295			Contemporary Mexican Culture & Language�


PS 384			Country-Specific Courses in Latin America (Central America)


SPAN 314		Topics in Latin American Culture & Civilization


SPAN 319		Business Spanish


SPAN 320		Introduction to Literature


SPAN 331		Spanish American Literature


SPAN 335		Service and the Hispanic Community


SPAN 422		Spanish-American Drama


SPAN 430		Hispanic Women Writers


SPAN 433		Hispanic Lyric Poetry


SPAN 484		Topics in Hispanic Prose�


T/RS 284		Latin American Theologies











