Master of Science in Special Education

Introduction

The Department of Education is proposing a new program leading to a Masters of Science in Special Education. The program is the logical extension of a successful 5 year implementation of our undergraduate program leading to a BS and Pennsylvania teachers credential for exceptional children. The program has been developed over the past year in an effort to meet a perceived need of our academic constituents interested in a combined MS degree and a second teaching (Special Education) teaching credential.

The program will complement other existing Masters programs which  represent analogs of our undergraduate offerings.  This includes programs in Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.  It will include 3 core courses common to all professional educators will be complemented by an additional 14 courses in the area of special education will be required.  Features in this option will permit the implementation of a “Fifth year” program (combined baccalaureate- masters degree program) resulting in both a second credential in addition to the masters degree.  This is, from all input we have from parents attending undergraduate open house functions, an attractive option.

Program description

a. Overview

Graduates from the proposed new program will receive a Masters of Science in Special Education and a Pennsylvania credential for teaching exceptional students, age 3 through 21, from 9 disability areas. Students will complete the program in a 12 month period. The program is expected to begin Fall semester 2002.  Outlines of the specific requirements of the program are found in the proposed revisions to the catalog language. The program will conclude with a clinical teaching experience in at least two areas of disability (high incidence and low incidence disability) and a capstone seminar.

b. Design

The program consists of the following options. All related syllabi are in the appendix. University of Scranton undergraduate students admitted to the program will have the option of applying 6 units (two courses) from their final semester of their senior year towards the MS and specialist credential. Additional units will be offered during summer session. The remainder will be offered over two semesters with the expectation that students will exit the program, and enter their profession as advanced practice special educators, within 12 months.

Option 1 is available to individuals who hold an instructional certificate in another area and want to be certified in special education. Option 2 is available to individuals who do not hold an instructional certificate.  The combined fifth year BS/MS program is for University of Scranton students currently enrolled in our undergraduate program wishing to pursue a Master of Science degree.  For option 1 and 3 the Master of Science degree requires 43 semester-hour credits in course work.  For option 2, the Master of Science degree requires 54 semester-hours credits in course work.

Below is the program of study for the these options.  All students, irrespective of option, who are pursuing a master’s degree must complete the research and foundation course requirements, and they must pass a comprehensive examination.  


Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research 









Foundation Course Requirements (6 credits)


ED 501
Educational Psychology*








ED 504
Advanced Educational Psychology







ED 508 
Advanced Foundations of Education*






ED 569
Current Trends in Education


Option 1        (Students with an existing credential)


ED 511
Computer Literacy for Educators







ED 568
Education of the Exceptional Child







ED xxx2
Special Education Assessment







ED xxx
3 
Assessment Practicum








ED xxx
4
Sec/Vocation Transition








ED xxx
6
Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities






ED xxx
7
Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities






ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices







ED xxx
8
Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities







ED xxx
9
Professional Seminar









ED xxx
10
Planning in Special Education Teaching Internship





ED xxx
11
Instruction in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
12
Management in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
13
Prof. Growth in Special Education Teaching Internship




Option 2        (Students without an existing credential)


ED 511
Computer Literacy for Educators







ED 516
Field Experience I









ED 517
Field Experience II









ED 518
Field Experience III








ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices







ED xxx
2
Special Education Assessment







ED xxx
3
Assessment Practicum








ED xxx
4
Sec/Vocation Transition








ED xxx
5
Learning Disabilities









ED xxx
6
Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities






ED xxx
7
Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities






ED 568
Education of the Exceptional Child







ED xxx
8
Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities







ED xxx
9
Professional Seminar









ED xxx
10
Planning in the Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
11
Instruction in the Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
12
Management in the Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
13
Prof. Growth in the Special Education Teaching Internship




Option 3        COMBINED FIVE-YEAR B.S./M.S. PROGRAM


For students enrolled in the undergraduate program in elementary education, a special program leading to the Bachelor of Science degree in elementary education in four years and to the Master of Science degree in special education in the fifth year is available.  Likewise, for students enrolled in the undergraduate program in special education, a program leading to the Bachelor of Science degree in special education in four years and to the Master of Science degree in elementary education in the fifth year is available.  During the candidate’s junior year, the student may make application to the combined B.S./M.S. program for entry during the student’s senior year.  The application is due 1 February of the junior year, and students must pass all Praxis Series tests required for the undergraduate certificate before the spring semester of the senior year.  During the spring semester of the candidate’s senior year, two graduate courses (6 graduate credits) will be taken to contribute toward both the B.S. and M.S. degrees.  


Students will take six graduate credits during the spring semester of the senior year; 6 graduate credits during the summer session immediately following the attainment of the B.S. degree; 12 credits during the fall semester of the fifth year; and 12 credits during the spring semester of the fifth year.  Also, students must pass a comprehensive examination before the master’s degree will be awarded.


Below is the program of study for undergraduate elementary education majors who desire the Master of Science in special education in the fifth year.


Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research









Foundation Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 504
Advanced Educational Psychology







Special Education Course Requirements  (30 credits)


ED xxx2
Special Education Assessment







ED xxx
3
Assessment Practicum








ED xxx
4
Sec/Vocation Transition








ED xxx
5
Learning Disabilities









ED xxx
6
Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities






ED xxx
7
Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities






ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices







ED xxx
8
Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities







ED xxx
9
Professional Seminar









ED xxx
10
Planning in Special Education Teaching Internship





ED xxx
11
Instruction in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
12
Management in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
13
Prof. Growth in Special Education Teaching Internship




Note:  Student must pass the special education Praxis Series test 20353, Education of Exceptional Students: Core Content Knowledge, which is mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 


Below is the program of study for undergraduate special education majors who desire the Master of Science degree in elementary education in the fifth year.


Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research









Foundation Course Requirements (6 credits)


ED 501
Educational Psychology








ED 508
Advanced Foundations of Education







ED 503
Educational Tests and Measurement


Elementary Education Course Requirements (27 credits)


ED 545
Reading/Language Arts in the Content Areas





ED 577
Integrated Studies: Social Studies and Language Arts




ED xxx1
Integrated Studies: Mathematics and Science






ED 569
Current Trends in Education








ED 513
Elementary Classroom Management







ED 586
Planning in Elementary Student Internship






ED 587
Instruction in Elementary Student Internship






ED 588
Management in Elementary Student Internship





ED 589
Prof. Growth in Elementary Student Internship





Electives         6


Note:  Students must pass the Praxis Series test 10011, Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment, which is mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

c. Admissions criteria

Students applying for admission will be subject to the same entry requirements as other applicants to other Department of Education graduate programs.

Insert brief summary of generic requirements here

University of Scranton undergraduate students requesting admission will be screened during their junior year and qualified students offered conditional acceptance.

d. Access and retention of students

It is anticipated that the majority of applicants will be University of Scranton undergraduate from our Elementary Education program. Offering the proposed program will retain these students for an additional year. Other applicants will be local teachers in general education desiring a Masters and / or a second (Special Education) credential. Marywood University is currently the sole local provider of a 5th year graduate degree and credential in Special Education. Student retention will be maximized by the current demand for trained advanced practice special educators.

Need for program

The proposed program is a response to consistent requests by parents and students for a dual (special and general education) program at the University of Scranton. Over the past year 100% of inquiries received by the education department regarding the specialist credential have been accompanied by a request for such a program. Multiple inquires from current undergraduates in the general education program have also been received. An informal survey of our students yielded approximately 25 potential applicants for the advanced practice Masters degree program.

The program is expected to train at least 10 advanced practice special educators per year. They will enter a teachers job market with advanced training and a 2nd teaching credential leading to expanded employment opportunities and increased salaries. They can be expected to offer instruction that is consistent with a national trend towards inclusive education (educating children with disabilities in regular elementary classrooms).

It responds to regional changes in credential and other requirements that result in teachers needing advanced degrees and / or a 5th year of training to be viable competitors for vacancies in their home states. It responds to a national need to fill vacancies with advanced practice educators in a field where as many as 25% of special education classes are taught by teachers from general education and / or alternatively (ie “on-the-job”) practitioners. It is also consistent with a national trend towards advanced (5th year) training for all special educators.

Resources

The program will be taught by current faculty and within the context of the current special education program. Additional faculty resources will be limited to occasional use of adjunct staff and / or two faculty overload courses per year. All necessary library resources, classroom space, library holdings and electronic resources needed to support the program currently exist at the University of Scranton. Current numbers of special and general education faculty are adequate for initial course offerings. Additional faculty will be requested if warranted by increased enrollments. Vitas of current special and general education faculty to be involved with the proposed program are in the appendix.

Academic governance

The program will be offered within the context of the Department of Education. It will be supervised by the department chair within the design of the NCATE-approved “Professional Education Unit."  This is exactly the same for each of the programs in the Education Department.  Courses will be scheduled and teaching assignments made by the department chairperson. The program will be routinely reviewed by the participating faculty and changes / refinements proposed as needed.

Impact on existing programs

The new program is expected to bolster a declining graduate enrollment in the department of education. It may also result in increased enrollment in our undergraduate elementary and special education programs. Parents and students have consistently inquired regarding the availability of a second, or dual, (elementary and special education) teaching credential at the University of Scranton. No such program currently exists. Offering a second (or dual) credential in the context of a 5th year masters degree can be expected to attract students currently opting for other universities.  There is no anticipated impact on other University of Scranton programs or departments.

Cost / revenue considerations

a. Cost

The initial cost of the program will be limited to: secretarial and administrative expenses associated with increased enrollment; two additional courses (faculty overload) Summer 2002; and one additional course Fall / Spring 2002. Future cost (2003 and beyond) may include an additional faculty member in Education / Special Education, or graduate assistant(s), based on increased enrollments. It is noteworthy that the proposed program capitalizes on our existing upper division courses in Special Education. This maximizes the revenue generated by new enrollment without substantial cost typically associated with a new program. Additional sections of Special Education courses (with associated increased cost) will only be opened when enrollments increase. 

b. Revenue

Revenue will be consistent with the tuition generated by increased enrollment. An initial (2002 –2003) increase of at least 10 FTE students is anticipated. Future enrollments are expected to exceed 15 to 20 FTE per year.

