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MODULE  1

Master of Science in Special Education

Introduction

The Education Department is proposing a new program leading to a Masters of Science in Special Education. The program is the logical extension of a successful 5 year implementation of our undergraduate program leading to a BS and Pennsylvania teachers credential for teaching exceptional children. The program has been developed over the past year in an effort to meet a perceived need of our academic constituents interested in a combined MS degree and a second (Special Education) teaching credential.

The program will complement other existing Masters programs and incorporate analogs of our undergraduate offerings.  It will include core courses common to all professional educators and be complemented with additional courses in the area of special education. 

Description of the Program

Overview
Graduates from the proposed new program will receive a Masters of Science in Special Education and a Pennsylvania credential for teaching exceptional students, k through 12, from 9 disability areas. The program is designed to be completed in a 12 month period and is expected to begin Fall semester 2002.  The program will conclude with a clinical teaching experience in at least two areas of disability (high incidence and low incidence disability) and a capstone seminar.

Design

The proposed graduate special education program has two options.
Option 1 is for individuals currently certified in another area (eg. elementary education) and seek an advanced degree and certification in special education. This option leads to a Master of Science degree in special education with a second specialized credential and requires 43 semester-hour credits in course work.
Option 2 is for individuals who currently do not hold an instructional certificate and are seeking a certificate to teach special needs students.  Students pursue a Master of Science degree in special education and an initial credential for teaching special needs children. This option requires 54 semester-hour credits in course work.

Below is the program of study for the two options.  Students in both options, who are pursuing a masters degree in special education, must complete research and foundation course requirements, and must pass a comprehensive examination.  


Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research 








Foundation Course Requirements (6 credits)


ED 501
Educational Psychology*








ED 504
Advanced Educational Psychology







ED 508 
Advanced Foundations of Education*






ED 569
Current Trends in Education








Note:  ED 501 is not available in Option 1.

*Required in Option 2

(Foundation course requirements may be modified depending on course work completed as part of first instructional certificate.)

Option 1
For Student Currently Holding a Teaching Credential in a Non Special Education Area

ED 511
Computer Literacy for Educators







ED 568
Education of the Exceptional Child







ED xxx
Special Education Assessment







ED xxx
Assessment Practicum








ED xxx
Sec/Vocation Transition








ED xxx
Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities






ED xxx
Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities






ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices







ED xxx
Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities







ED xxx
Professional Seminar









ED xxx
Planning in Special Education Teaching Internship





ED xxx
Instruction in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
Management in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
Prof. Growth in Special Education Teaching Internship



(Individuals in option 1 who seek a special education instructional certificate, but not a Masters Degree, are required to complete 34 semester-hour credits.  For these students, the research course requirement is waived, as are the foundation course requirements, provided the student has taken comparable foundation course work as part of the first instructional certificate.)

Note:  Individuals in option 1 must pass the Praxis Series test 20353, Education of the Exceptional Students: Core Content Knowledge, which is mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  
Option 2
For Students Not Currently Holding a Teaching Credential in a Non Special Education Area

ED 511
Computer Literacy for Educators







ED 516
Field Experience I









ED 517
Field Experience II









ED 518
Field Experience III








ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices







ED xxx
Special Education Assessment







ED xxx
Assessment Practicum








ED xxx
Sec/Vocation Transition








ED xxx
Learning Disabilities









ED xxx
Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities






ED xxx
Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities






ED 568
Education of the Exceptional Child







ED xxx
Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities







ED xxx
Professional Seminar









ED xxx
Planning in the Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
Instruction in the Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
Management in the Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx
Prof. Growth in the Special Education Teaching Internship



(Students in option 2 who want a special education instructional certificate, but not a Masters of Science degree are required to complete 51 semester-hour credits in course work.  ED 502, Educational Research, is not required.)

Note:  Students in option 2 must pass all required Praxis Series tests, which are mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

Resources Needed

The program will be taught by current special and general education programs faculty and within the context of the current special education program. Additional faculty resources will be limited to occasional use of adjunct staff and / or two faculty overload courses per year. All necessary library resources, classroom space, library holdings and electronic resources needed to support the program currently exist at the University of Scranton. Current numbers of special and general education faculty are adequate for initial course offerings. Additional faculty will be requested if warranted by increased enrollments. Vitae of current special and general education faculty to be involved with the proposed program are in Appendix A.

Oversight/Academic Governance/Quality Indicators

The program will be offered within the context of the Education Department. It will be supervised by the department chair within the design of the NCATE-approved “Professional Education Unit" Standards.  This is the same for each of the programs in the Education Department.  Courses will be scheduled and teaching assignments will be made by the Department chairperson. The program will be routinely reviewed by the participating faculty and changes / refinements proposed as needed.  
Need/ Market 

Multiple inquiries have been received by the Education Department regarding such a program. Current undergraduates in the general education program have made similar requests. An informal survey of our students yielded approximately 25 potential applicants for an advanced Masters of Science degree program.

The program is expected to train at least 10 special educators per year. They will enter a teacher job market with advanced training and a specialized teaching credential leading to expanded employment opportunities and increased salaries. It responds to regional changes in credential requirements that result in teachers needing advanced degrees and additional training to be viable competitors for vacancies in their home states. It responds to a national need to fill vacancies with advanced educators in a field where as many as 25% of special education classes are taught 
by teachers from general education and / or alternatively (ie “on-the-job”) practitioners. It is also consistent with a national trend towards advanced training for all special educators.  It is noteworthy that the annual US growth rate in Special Education teaching is 37% and that there are approximately 830 vacancies in this field in Pennsylvania. This rate translates into 60 local vacancies per year.

Access and retention of students
Anticipated applicants will be local teachers in general education desiring a Masters and / or a second (Special Education) credential.  Marywood University is currently the sole local provider of a combined graduate degree and credential in Special Education. Student retention will be maximized by the current demand for trained advanced practice special educators.

Impact on existing programs

The new program is expected to bolster a declining graduate enrollment in the Department of Education.  In addition, as courses will be cross listed between graduate and our current upper division courses in the special education program, we will have a decided increase in our existing classes.
Cost / revenue considerations

The initial cost of the program will be limited to secretarial and administrative expenses associated with increased enrollment.  Future cost (2003 and beyond) may include an additional faculty member in Education / Special Education, or graduate assistant(s), based on increased enrollments. It is noteworthy that the proposed program capitalizes on our existing upper division and graduate courses in special and general education by cross listing multiple courses. This maximizes the revenue generated by new enrollment without substantial cost typically associated with a new program. Additional sections of Special Education courses (with associated increased cost) will only be opened as enrollments increase. 

MODULE   2
Combined Five Year BS/MS Special Education / Elementary Education Program
Features in this option will permit the implementation of a “fifth year” program (combined baccalaureate- masters degree program) resulting in a second credential and a masters degree.
For students enrolled in the undergraduate program in elementary education, a special program leading to the Bachelor of Science degree in elementary education in four years and to the Master of Science degree and credential in special education in the fifth year is proposed.  For students enrolled in the undergraduate program in special education, a program leading to the Bachelor of Science degree in special education in four years and to a credential and Master of Science degree in elementary education in the fifth year is proposed.  During the junior year, students may make application to the combined B.S./M.S. program for entry during their senior year.  The application is due by  February 1 of the junior year, and students must pass all Praxis Series tests required for the undergraduate certificate before the spring semester of the senior year.  During the candidate’s senior year, two graduate courses (6 graduate credits) will be taken to contribute toward both the B.S. and M.S. degrees.  

Students will take six graduate credits during the senior year; 6 graduate credits during the summer session immediately following the attainment of the B.S. degree; 12 credits during the fall semester of the fifth year; and 12 credits during the spring semester of the fifth year.  Also, students must pass a comprehensive examination before the master’s degree will be awarded.

Below is the program of study for undergraduate elementary education majors who desire the Master of Science and certification in special education in the fifth year.


Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research









Foundation Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 504
Advanced Educational Psychology







Special Education Course Requirements  (30 credits)


ED xxx2
Special Education Assessment






ED xxx3
Assessment Practicum







ED xxx4
Sec/Vocation Transition








ED xxx6
Curriculum for High Incidence Disabilities





ED xxx7
Curriculum for Low Incidence Disabilities





ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices






ED xxx8
Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities






ED xxx9
Professional Seminar








ED xxx10
Planning in Special Education Teaching Internship




ED xxx11
Instruction in Special Education Teaching Internship



ED xxx12
Management in Special Education Teaching Internship



ED xxx13
Prof. Growth in Special Education Teaching Internship



Note:  Student must pass the special education Praxis Series test 20353, Education of Exceptional Students: Core Content Knowledge, which is mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  
Below is the program of study for undergraduate special education majors who desire the Master of Science degree and certification in elementary education in the fifth year.

Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research









Foundation Course Requirements (6 credits)


ED 501
Educational Psychology








ED 508
Advanced Foundations of Education







ED 503
Educational Tests and Measurement


Elementary Education Course Requirements (27 credits)


ED 545
Reading/Language Arts in the Content Areas





ED 577
Integrated Studies: Social Studies and Language Arts




ED xxx
Integrated Studies: Mathematics and Science






ED 569
Current Trends in Education








ED 513
Elementary Classroom Management







ED 586
Planning in Elementary Student Internship






ED 587
Instruction in Elementary Student Internship






ED 588
Management in Elementary Student Internship





ED 589
Prof. Growth in Elementary Student Internship
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Note:  Students must pass the Praxis Series test 10011, Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment, which is mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

Resources Needed

The program will be taught by current faculty and within the context of the current special education program. Additional faculty resources will be limited to occasional use of adjunct staff and / or two faculty overload courses per year. All necessary library resources, classroom space, library holdings and electronic resources needed to support the program currently exist at the University of Scranton. Current numbers of special and general education faculty are adequate for initial course offerings. Additional faculty will be requested if warranted by increased enrollments. Vitae of current special and general education faculty to be involved with the proposed program are in Appendix A.

Oversight/Academic Governance/Quality Indicators

The program will be offered within the context of the Department of Education. It will be supervised by the Department chair within the design of the NCATE-approved “Professional Education Unit" Standards.  This is the same for each of the programs in the Education Department and CPS.  Courses will be scheduled and teaching assignments made by the department chairperson. The program will be routinely reviewed by the participating faculty and changes / refinements proposed as needed. The proposed program(s), as all programs in the Department, will be provided within the quality assurance parameters of the NCATE standards and will meet the State of Pennsylvania standards re: teacher preparation in special education.

Need/ Market 

The proposed program is a response to consistent requests by parents and students for a dual (special and general education) program at the University of Scranton. Over the past year 100% of inquiries received by the education department regarding the specialist credential have been accompanied by a request for such a program. Multiple inquires from current undergraduates in the general education program have also been received. An informal survey of our students yielded approximately 25 potential applicants for the advanced practice Masters degree program.

The program is expected to train at least 10 advanced practice special educators per year. They will enter a teacher job market with advanced training and a 2nd teaching credential leading to expanded employment opportunities and increased salaries. They can be expected to offer instruction that is consistent with a national trend towards inclusive education (educating children with disabilities in regular elementary classrooms). It responds to regional changes in credential and other requirements that result in teachers needing advanced degrees and / or a 5th year of training to be viable competitors for vacancies in their home states. It responds to a national need to fill vacancies with advanced practice educators in a field where as many as 25% of special education classes are taught by teachers from general education and / or alternatively (ie “on-the-job”) practitioners. It is also consistent with a national trend towards advanced (5th year) training for all special educators.  It is noteworthy that the annual US growth rate in Special Education teacher vacancies is 37% and that there are approximately 830 vacancies annually in Pennsylvania. This rate translates into 60 local vacancies per year.

Schedule/Admissions criteria

Students applying for admission will be subject to the same entry requirements as other applicants to other Department of Education graduate programs (Graduate Catalog for generic requirements on pg.13).

University of Scranton undergraduate students requesting admission will be screened during their junior year and qualified students offered conditional acceptance.

Access and retention of students

It is anticipated that the majority of applicants will be University of Scranton undergraduates from our Elementary and Special Education programs. Offering the proposed program will retain these students for an additional year. 

Impact on existing programs

The new program is expected to bolster a declining graduate enrollment in the Department of Education. It may also result in increased enrollment in our undergraduate elementary and special education programs. Parents and students have consistently inquired regarding the availability of a second, or dual, (elementary and special education) teaching credential at the University of Scranton. No such program currently exists. 

Cost considerations

The initial cost of the program will be limited to secretarial and administrative expenses associated with increased enrollment.  Future cost (2003 and beyond) may include an additional faculty member or a graduate assistant(s), based on increased enrollments.  It is noteworthy that the proposed program capitalizes on our existing course offerings by course listing our current upper division courses with the proposed graduate courses. This maximizes the revenue generated by new enrollment without substantial cost typically associated with a new program. Additional sections of special and general education courses (with associated increased cost) will only be opened when enrollments increase. 

Revenue 

Revenue will be consistent with the tuition generated by increased enrollment. An initial (2002 –2003) increase of at least 10 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) students is anticipated. Future enrollments are expected to exceed 15 to 20 FTE students per year.

MODULE   3
Curriculum and Instruction Option / Realignment of Graduate Programs

We propose to remove the Curriculum and Instruction options from elementary and secondary programs. (See Appendix B as per catalog p.31, 33 for current individual certification programs that integrate the Curriculum and Instruction option.) The new Curriculum and Instruction option will not result in new course offerings and will be a separate program option that will be more attractive than the current format for in-service teachers. It is envisioned that this new program will truly address the issues of curriculum and instruction based on district concerns rather than serve as a mechanism singularly intended to increase enrollment in certification course work.  
The proposed curriculum and instruction program will be available only to individuals who already hold an instructional certificate.  (International students may be permitted to complete this program without certification if they have satisfied the teaching standards in their respective countries.)   Individuals in the program may pursue either a Master of Arts or a Master of Science degree.  The Master of Arts degree requires a total of 30 semester-hour credits in course work plus a thesis worth 6 semester-hour credits.  The Master of Science degree requires a total of 36 semester-hour credits in course work.  Also, individuals pursuing a masters degree must pass a comprehensive examination  

Below is the course of study for the curriculum and instruction program:


Research Course Requirement (3 credits)


ED 502
Educational Research





3


Foundation Course Requirements (6 credits)


ED 503
Educational Tests and Measurements



3


ED 504
Advanced Educational Psychology



3


ED 508
Advanced Foundations of Education



3


Curriculum and Instruction Requirements (27 credits)


ED 509
Improving Instruction





3


ED 510
Curriculum Theory and Development


3


ED 514
Group Processes in the Classroom



3


ED 562
Teaching the Gifted Child




3


ED 565
Inclusionary Classroom Practices



3


ED 569
Current Trends in Education




3




Thesis*






6




Electives
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*For students pursuing the Master of Arts degree.

See Appendix C for new realignment format for individual certification programs. See Appendix B as per graduate catalog pages 31, 33 for copies of the current listing of the individual certification programs (Elementary, Secondary) with the Curriculum and Instruction option integrated in each individual program.
MODULE   4
Abolish Developmental Literacy Program/ Reading Education Program Option

Developmental Literacy Option in the Reading Education Program, intended for the preparation of basic school personnel, will be abolished (See Appendix D as per graduate catalog p.37-38 for current catalog program listing).  The numbers of enrolled students has never been above single digits and warrants elimination.  
MODULE   5
Abolish the Content Option in the Secondary Program

The content option has always been sparsely utilized with the Masters Degree in the content areas.  Graduate course work makes more sense at this juncture (See Appendix B as per graduate catalog p 31, 32 for current listing of Secondary Program).  We propose to eliminate this option from the Secondary Program (See Appendix C for revised Secondary Program).

MODULE   6
Restore Research Option to Programs

After an absence of at least a decade, a research option has been restored to the programs of the Education Department.  The purpose of this research component is to allow students to explore and investigate a particular education issue in-depth based on current theory and practice.  The personnel and expertise necessary to direct thesis work is available within the Department.  Specific procedures for thesis work are in development, but these procedures do not present policy issues. The proposed option, identified as the Master of Arts, will involve the production of a thesis in lieu of six credits of elective course work.  The option is proposed in the new realigned Curriculum and Instruction program, Early Childhood Education Program, and Reading Education Program (See Appendix E for outline of this component in the respective programs).

MODULE   7

New Number Strategy

New programs and new courses over the years have resulted in limited availability of course numbers.  A proposed new numbering strategy will address our need for additional course numbers and more appropriately identify the nature of courses.  We propose course numbers with prefixes as follows:

EDUC for Curriculum and Instruction

EELM for Elementary Education 
ESEC for Secondary Education

ESPC for Special Education

EECE for Early Childhood

ERDG for Reading Education

EADM for Educational Supervision and Administration

EADM 600 for Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent Letter of Eligibility

MODULE   8
Approval of Mathematics and Science Integrative Course for 
Elementary Education Program
We propose to teach mathematics and science methods together in a four credit course. They are now taught in two separate three-credit courses.  This is consistent with a previously approved methods course integrating social studies and language arts in a four-credit course.  The proposed course would limit redundant content and still be reflective of the research-base in teacher education.  This integrated course also provides an opportunity to model what we see as best practice.  See Appendix F for new course syllabus submitted for approval.

MODULE   9
Approval of Special Education Courses
Proposed special education changes result in a need for the additional graduate courses in this area. Please note that the proposed new courses are cross listed courses of undergraduate analog courses from our existing upper division courses in special education. Syllabi, with appropriate descriptions are in Appendix G. Approval of these courses is necessary in order to implement all other special education changes.
Appendix A

Vitae

Appendix B

Individual Certification Programs

That Integrate Curriculum and Instruction Options

Appendix C

Curriculum and Instruction Option / New Realignment Format for Individual Certification Programs
Appendix D
Current Developmental Literacy Program
Appendix E
Master of Arts Research Option 

Appendix F
Syllabus for Integrated Mathematics / Science Methods Course
Appendix G

Syllabi for New Graduate Special Education Courses
