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Course Description: 


This course will provide a systematic overview of the nature of crime and the criminal justice process in the United States. It will address system policies, practices, and decision making across the agencies of law enforcement, courts, and corrections as they impact health care professionals.  The common problems in the system such as regulating discretion, application of legal, rights, implementation of public policy, and the problems of operating within a the "non-system” of criminal justice will be explored in the context of health care, and more specifically, in the nursing profession. 


Required Texts: 

Criminal Justice. By Jay Albanese, Allyn and Bacon, 3e. 2005.  

Sense and Nonsense about Crime:  A Policy Guide.  By Samuel Walker, Wadsworth Publishing Co. 5e. 2002. 

Supplemental Readings:

Students will be required to read, reflect and respond to a series of articles from the current literature that directly address contemporary criminal justice issues related to health care and forensic nursing.  These articles will be placed on E-reserve.

This course will utilize the CourseCompass interactive online learning tool powered by Blackboard and (already) developed for the Albanese book. Features include on-line quizzes and exams, power point slides, overheads, on-line lightweight chat and discussion boards, video and audio clips, animations, full length films produced by (FFI) Films for the Humanities and Sciences, and E-book option that is available to all students.  Each of these will be assimilated into the course. 

Course Objectives:

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

A.
Identify the nature and extent of crime: crime types, efforts at crime measurement, and a comparison of different sources of crime data.  

B.
Examine the issue of plea-bargaining and how this process affects individuals and the overall criminal justice system.  

C.   
Differentiate the various levels of the court system and understand the problems encountered by the court system as it stands today. 

D.   
Examine the basic principles of the correctional system and reflect on the problems caused by the rising number of convicted criminals.

E.   
Describe how a case proceeds through the agencies of criminal justice, emphasizing how law and policy can affect case flow.  

F.   
Review how the actors in the criminal justice system (e.g. defendants, prosecutors, judges, police, defense counsel, correctional officials) interact by law and in practice.

G.
Discuss how aspects of the criminal justice system impact and interact with

health care professionals, especially those in the field of forensic nursing.

H.
Critique criminal justice research as it relates to health care issues.

Learning Objectives:  The course will be divided into sixteen (16) modules based on different aspects of criminal justice (e.g. crime data, police, courts, juveniles, victims). Each module will include a set of learning objectives that will be assessed using the on-line quizzes and critical thinking essays. Examples of learning objectives are as follows:

· Evaluate impacts of mass media on people’s perspectives on crime. 

· Explain the aspects of the criminal justice system that health care professionals are actively involved in.

· Analyze impacts of political and ideological factors on public responses to crime. 

· Describe the consequences of the fear of crime in relation to risk of victimization. 

· Identify ways that historical and political factors have shaped definitions of crime in the U.S. 

· Trace the evolution of due process and early developments in the American criminal justice system. 

Course Requirements:

The student will be evaluated based on equally weighted course requirements:  

A.
Ten on-line module quizzes based on readings/multi-media materials. Each quiz will be graded based on 10 points, and when combined together will equal one (100 point) test grade and 20% of the final grade.  The quizzes will consist of multiple choice, short answer and/or fill-in-the blank questions.

B.
Two online Critical Thinking (short answer and essay) Exams.  Each exam will be graded on 100 points and will each be worth 20% of the final grade.

C.
Responses to and participation in chats and discussion boards.  Grade will be based on 100 points and will comprise 20% of the final grade.  The grade will be determined according to the frequency and quality of online responses.

D.
Analysis paper that will relate contemporary criminal justice issues to the health care professions.  The paper will be graded on 100 points and the following grading system:


25 points for ability to discuss criminal justice issues


25 points for ability to relate issues to health care profession


50 points for presentation, grammar, spelling and cogency of argument

Final Grade:

The final course grade is the weighed average of performance in course requirements to be computed as follows:


Quizzes


20%


Essay Exam 1


20%


Essay Exam 2


20%


Analysis Paper

20%


Chat & Discussion Board
20%

Grading System:
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D+

70 – 71

D

BELOW 70

F

Class Policies and Procedure:

Academic Honesty:

Be aware of issues related to plagiarism and cheating.  Any cases of inappropriate activity will be handled in strict accordance with procedures and penalties described in the University Catalogue, and it may include failing the course.

Students with Disabilities:

Students with disabilities, who require some type of accommodation, should contact both the instructor and the Office of Diversity and Equal Opportunity as early in the semester as possible so that accommodations can be in place when they are needed.

Weekly topics to be addressed in the course:

1.
Concern about crime/impact of mass media on people’s perspective on crime

2.
The nature of crime

3.
Measuring crime

4.
The Criminal Justice System

5.
Criminal Law

6.
Criminal Procedure

7.
The police and their interaction with health care professionals

8.
The Courts and their implications for health professionals

9.
Trial defense

10.
Prosecution, pleas and trials

11.
Corrections and the impact of the correctional system on correctional health

12.
Corrections in the community

13.
Dealing with victims of crime from a criminal justice perspective

14.
Family court and the juvenile justice system

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON                               DR.HARRY DAMMER

DEPARTMENT OF NURSING


N543 COURSE EVALUATION

INSTRUCTION:
Mark the response, which most closely indicates your evaluation.  Please add comments that would be helpful in the revision of this course.

	
	A
	B
	C

	1.  To what extent were the course objectives met?
	MET
	PARTIALLY MET
	NOT MET

	2.  Expectations of the students were:
	CLEAR
	SOMEWHAT
	NOT CLEAR

	3.  Did this course duplicate other areas?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	4.  Was class time spent on unimportant or irrelevant material?  If so, what material?
	YES
	UNSURE
	NO

	5.  What level was the course taught at?
	TOO HIGH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LOW

	6.  The amount of reading was:
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	7.  How many articles did you read?
	0 – 10
	11 – 20
	21 OR MORE

	8.  Was the CourseCompass interactive online learning tool helpful to your learning?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	9.  What were the grading practices?
	FAIR
	SOMEWHAT 
	NOT FAIR

	10.  How appropriate was the amount of work for the credit?
	TOO MUCH
	JUST RIGHT
	TOO LITTLE

	11.  Were previous nursing courses adequate to prepare you for this course?
	YES
	SOMEWHAT
	NO

	RATE THE VALUE OF THE FOLLOWING:
	
	
	

	12.  Criminal Justice. By Jay Albanese, Allyn and Bacon, 3e. 2005.
	GOOD
	FAIR
	POOR

	13.  Sense and Nonsense about Crime:  A Policy Guide.  By Samuel Walker, Wadsworth Publishing Co. 5e. 2002. 
	GOOD
	FAIR
	POOR

	14.  On-line module quizzes
	GOOD
	FAIR
	POOR

	15.  Critical Thinking (short answer and essay) Exams
	GOOD
	FAIR
	POOR

	16.  Weekly Discussions
	GOOD
	FAIR
	POOR

	17.  Analysis paper
	GOOD
	FAIR
	POOR


COMMENTS:     PLEASE COMMENT ON COURSE STRENGTHS & LIMITATIONS, SO THAT COURSE MAY BE REVISED FOR NEXT YEAR.

( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			








This course will be part of the Graduate Forensic Nursing Concentration, which is presently nine (9) credits.  N543 will raise the concentration requirements to 12 credits and will add content that will allow those taking the concentration to sit for the proposed credentialing examination (via the International Association of Forensic Nurses/the American Nurses Credentialing Association).   


There are no prerequisites for this graduate level course.








na





This online course will provide a systematic overview of the nature of crime and the criminal justice process in the US. It will address system policies, practices, and decision making across the agencies of law enforcement, courts, and corrections as they impact health care professionals.  





none





na





There are no significant changes in resource requirements to deliver this course.











