
_______NSCI 208:  Science of the Day_________________

[image: image1.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

TITLE  OF  PROPOSAL 

Type of Proposal

Program

□ New

□ Changes within Major

□ Changes within Cognate *

□ Changes in Minor or Track

□ Changes in Concentration*

□ Program Deletion

Course

X New

□ Changes in Course taken only by Majors

□ Changes in Course required of Non-Majors*

□ Changes in Course open to Non-Majors

□ Deletion of Course taken only by Majors

□ Deletion of Course required of Non-Majors*

□ Deletion of Course open to Non-Majors

______Physics and EE_________ Review and Approval __11/15/05__

[image: image2.emf]                                                       SPONSORING DEPARTMENT (S)                                                                                                                                                                                          DATE(S)

Signature of Sponsoring Chair(s)/Date:  R. Spalletta’s signature on original ) 11/15/05
* For starred items Chairs of affected Departments/Programs must sign below before Dean’s review 

Dean’s Preliminary Review     Proposal:
X Complete

X Satisfies U of S Curricular Requirements
□ Additional preliminary comments below 
X Consistent with College Goals/Mission                    
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Dean’s Signature/Date ___________________________    Nov. 18, 2005
X CAS                    □ CPS                    □ SOM                   □ GRAD                    □ DHC

Preliminary FSCC Disposition:

□ Committee recommends approval (new program proposals require a Recommendation from the full Senate)
□ Proposal will require minimal review:      Anticipated FS Meeting Date:__________________ 

□ Proposal will require significant review:  Anticipated FS Meeting Date: __________________

FSCC Chair Signature/Date __________________________ __________

Issues: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
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New Course

 Course Title: ________Science of the Day________________________________________

Course Number:______NSCI 208_________ Date Of Initial Offering:  _Spring_____06__





                                                                                 Semester           year
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Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: 3  Format:  X lecture  ( lab  ( other:  Frequency: X annual  ( each semester (alternate years  

Prerequisites: _______None_____________________________________________________________
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Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)

Catalog
Description

(50 word

maximum)

Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
(  Required

X  Elective 

        GE :
X  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   ____________     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  X YES   ( NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO X YES   Honors
Home College:   X CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X  Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

X  Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

X  Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms



Description of or Examples of Readings/Papers/Projects/Examinations

Readings will be taken from various periodicals, including the Science Times section of the New York Times.  An example of this would be Tuesday, November 15th, 2005

Page F1  “Louisiana’s Marshes Fight for their Lives” to prompt a discussion of ecology and wetlands.  This would then tie into reading Chapter 18 “Earth’s Waters” and Chapter 23 “Ecology and Environment” in the text, Integrated Science, third edition by Tillery and the second half of chapter 13 “Energy and the Environment” in the text American Public Policy, sixth edition by Peters.

Another from the same Science Times section

Page F2  “How Apes Got So Smart”  and  page F3 “Redefining Science” to prompt a discussion on evolution, and the nature of science and scientific inquiry.  Readings from Tillery’s book Chapter 1 “What is Science”  Chapter 21 “The origin and Evolution of Life” and depending on the direction taken in the classroom discussion Chapter 22 “The History of Life on Earth” or Chapter 25 “Human Biology: Sex and Sexuality”.  In Peters, Chapter 12 “Educational Policy” and Chapter 15 “Culture Wars in American Politics: Regulating Social Life”

The papers and projects for this course are described in the syllabus and in the CCC materials.

Examinations are described in the syllabus.

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms

Three mechanisms are going to be used as a basis for course improvement.  The first is an evaluation of the Student Journal to see if student outcomes are being met over the course of the semester.  The second is to use the assessment and improvement instrument developed specifically for this type of science and public policy based course by SENCER (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities) an NSF funded educational initiative.  The third will be to use targeted student questions on the student evaluation.
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This is a course specifically designed for the Honors Program.  It uses course materials published for the Non-Science Major student at the University level.











NSCI 208 									3 cr.


Science of the Day


This course presents the latest developments in Science and Technology, explores the ideas and techniques underlying these developments and investigates both the implications these developments have on society and public policy as well as the effect politics and social institutions and mores have on scientific and technological advancement.





New York Times Physics





New York Times Physics shares with this course the basic science resource book, “Integrated Science.”  The two courses also share a current events theme.  The two courses are very different in approach, the first being a course in Science Literacy (NYT) while the second in empowerment and advocacy.  Classroom methods, writing, and assessment are all very different and based on the course approach to the material.
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