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This proposal is to change the grading format for the clinical courses within the nursing major to a Credit Satisfactory/No Credit format.  This proposal will affect the grading for the following clinical courses: N250, N251, N350, N352, N371, N373, N450, N452, N471, N473, and N475. The current grading policy (2005-2006 Catalogue, p. 280) for the final grade in courses with a clinical component is as follows: The clinical laboratory component of a Nursing course shall be on the basis of S, Satisfactory (Pass), or U, Unsatisfactory (Fail).  If the student obtains an S in the clinical laboratory, the final grade in the course, which is entered on the permanent transcript, shall be the grade assigned for the lecture portion of the course. If the student does not obtain an S in the clinical laboratory, the final grade in the course, which is entered on the permanent transcript, shall be an F, no matter what grade was assigned for the lecture portion of the course.  Both lecture and clinical components must be repeated if a grade of C-, D+, D or F is obtained in a nursing course. 


The following is the proposed change for the final grade in courses with a clinical component:


 Students must pass both the classroom and laboratory component of nursing courses with clinical laboratories in order to receive credit for both components. The clinical laboratory component of a Nursing course shall be graded on the basis of Credit Satisfactory (CS) or No Credit (NC). If the student’s performance in the clinical laboratory of a Nursing course is satisfactory and a grade of C or higher is achieved in the theoretical component of the course, a grade of CS is awarded for the clinical laboratory.  If a student’s performance in the clinical laboratory of a Nursing Course is unsatisfactory, a grade of NC is awarded for the laboratory and an F is recorded for the theoretical component of the course.  If a student receives a grade of C-, D+, D or F in the theoretical component of the course, a grade of NC is recorded for the clinical laboratory component. Both lecture and clinical components of a course must be repeated if a grade of C-, D+, D or F is obtained in a nursing course. 


							














The proposed change more accurately reflects current practice in that students must achieve satisfactory performance in the clinical laboratory, but their performance is not graded.  The theory grade assigned does not necessarily reflect the nature of the student’s performance, since it is assigned according to the grade that the student receives in the theoretical portion of the course.  Graduate schools will want to know that for courses where no specific grade is given, that the student indeed had a grade equivalent to a C or better. Note that the satisfactory and unsatisfactory grades still exist in the catalogue.  However, the distinction here is that satisfactory denotes a passing grade which indeed could be a C-, D+ or D.  Thus, the option that is more suited to our needs is the CS/NC option. The Credit Satisfactory (CS) and No Credit (NC) option also has a category of Credit Deficiency (CD) which is used in the University when a grade of C-, D+ or D is achieved.  The Nursing Department proposal here will not use the CD option at all for clinical laboratory courses. 








It should be noted that in order to receive Latin honors, a student must take 45 credits at the University of Scranton that are calculated into the GPA. It is believed that it would be rare for a DHC student to be affected by this change. CPS students would not be affected by this change. 











The only revision required will be in the catalogue copy and coordination with the Registrar’s Office for implementation. 








