Course Approval Form

(To be used to propose new courses or make changes to existing courses)

Attach the following:

1. A brief course description;

Course for students to gain an understanding of normal age-related changes of the speech-language-hearing mechanisms. Common communication disorders found /in elderly adults will be presented. Evaluation and rehabilitation techniques for each disorder will be presented. Restricted to Juniors/Seniors with permission of the Professor.

2. See attached syllabus
3. Rationale for the course, including how it fits with the existing curriculum; prerequisites (if any) and rationale; and course level and rational.   
Relationship to Curriculum Design:

This course provides a foundation of knowledge and skills for students in a variety of healthcare professions including occupational therapy, physical therapy, nursing, psychology, counseling and healthcare administration. Students will gain an understanding of communication disorders such as disorders of speech, language, voice and hearing loss. At present, there is no course in the Occupational Therapy curriculum or in related disciplines that focuses on communication disorders in older adults. This information is critical if students are to provide comprehensive, interdisciplinary services to this population. The information that will be presented in this course contributes to helping students understand the last part of life-span development. The material presented in this course will emphasize a biopsychosocial model of aging using a holistic, client-centered approach. 

4. List of resources needed for the course:  
 
Resources necessary for this course include the following: 

Weinberg Library: Electronic Reserves

DIR/CTLE: Blackboard Support

OIT: Mediated Classroom
5. A brief description of the evaluation procedures that will be used to determine the extent to which student outcomes (given in 2.a) have been achieved.  Indicate ways in which results of the evaluation will be used not only to grade students but also to modify how the course is taught.

Course requirements and evaluation procedures are embedded into the course syllabus. A variety of formative assessment techniques will be used to assess student learning outcomes proposed for this course. The course objectives and requirements will be modified based on feedback from the students provided in the course evaluations. In addition, the faculty member teaching this course will sponsor an online forum for students to provide ongoing feedback about the course via Blackboard.  
Initiator (Contact Person): Dr. Liz Ciaravino

Department(s):Occupational Therapy

Suggested Course Number / Prefix:  PCPS 470 ( to be cross listed with graduate # to be assigned)
Course Title (for Catalog): Communication Disorders in Older Adults
Credit Hours: 3

Catalog Copy/Course Description: (50 word limit)

	This course will provide students with in-depth information related to normal and abnormal age-related changes that accompany the aging process.  A biopsychosocial approach to aging will provide the framework upon which to build an interdisciplinary approach to the evaluation and treatment of speech-language-hearing disorders in the elderly.  Implications of communication disorders on health care service delivery will be addressed.  




Frequency of Offering:
Every Year
_____X____
Every Other Year 
_________

Anticipated Initial Offering:    Year

2004-2005

Semester

Fall or Spring
Will this course replace an existing course (or courses?)  __________ Yes
_____X_____No


If so, list course(s) to be replaced: 

Purpose of Course (Check all that apply)


Major Requirement
________

Major Elective
    _X___(OT only at this time)

Cognate

________

Other Elective
    _____________

Other (specify)__________________


General Education
________


(Must be reviewed by Conference Committee on Curriculum)


Please indicate the proposed category(ies):



Writing Intensive
_______
Cultural Diversity

_________



Humanities

_______
Social/Behavioral Sciences
_________



Natural Sciences
_______
Theology/Philosophy

_________

Quantitative Reasoning __________


Explain how the proposed course will fulfill the indicated requirements

	


Is this Course an Interdisciplinary Course? ______X________Yes
____________ No

Colleges Cooperating in Offering Course:



College of Arts and Sciences:


__________



Panuska College of Professional Studies:
_____X_____



Kania School of Management


__________



Graduate School



__________

Other, similar courses currently in the University’s course inventory: 

None

Discuss extent of overlap with existing courses: 

Does not overlap with any existing courses but builds on foundational courses in occupational therapy and other related disciplines.
Course Title: Communication Disorders in Older Adults 

Course Description:

This course will provide students with in-depth information related to normal and abnormal age-related changes that accompany the aging process.  A biopsychosocial approach to aging will provide the framework upon which to build an interdisciplinary approach to the evaluation and treatment of speech-language-hearing disorders in older adults. This course will focus on both community-based older adults and those residing in nursing facilities. Some topics to be addressed include: demographics of the U.S. aging population, biological effects of aging, psychosocial theories of aging, multicultural aspects of aging, normal and abnormal changes in the speech-language and hearing mechanisms. Rehabilitation techniques for various age-related communication disorders will be discussed.  Implications of communication disorders on health care service delivery will be addressed. Case studies and resources in the areas of gerontology and communication disorders will be presented throughout this course.  Two 1.5 hour lectures per week.   

Relationship to Curriculum Design:

This course provides a foundation of knowledge and skills for students in a variety of healthcare professions including occupational therapy, physical therapy, nursing, psychology, counseling and healthcare administration. Students will gain an understanding of communication disorders such as disorders of speech, language, voice and hearing loss. At present, there is no course in the Occupational Therapy curriculum or in related disciplines that focuses on communication disorders in older adults. This information is critical if students are to provide comprehensive, interdisciplinary services to this population. The information that will be presented in this course contributes to helping students understand the last part of life-span development. The material presented in this course will emphasize a biopsychosocial model of aging using a holistic, client-centered approach. 

Student Learning Outcomes:

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to:

· Identify demographics of the elderly population in the United States and internationally

· Identify the role of the speech-language pathologist and audiologist in delivering services to older adults with speech-language-hearing disorders

· Define the biopsychosocial characteristics associated with aging

· Identify normal age-related changes in the speech-language-hearing mechanisms 

· Identify common speech-language and hearing disorders found in older adults

· Recognize pathology, chronic and secondary diagnoses typical of the aged population, and their effect on the diagnosis and rehabilitation of a variety of communication disorders in older adults

· Define the components of an integrative evaluation and rehabilitation model for the treatment of speech-language and/or hearing disorders in older adults 

· Apply gerontological principles in designing and implementing rehabilitation programs for older adults with communication disorders 

· Address issues related to third-part reimbursement (e.g., Medicare, Medicaid, private insurance) for speech-language or audiology evaluation and treatment 

· Locate key resources in the areas of gerontology and audiology to assist older adults with hearing loss and their significant others 

· Read and critique research related to gerontology and communication disorders published in professional journals

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

Ripich, D. (1991). Geriatric Communication Disorders. Pro-Ed. Austin: Texas.

Weinstein, B. (2000). Geriatric Audiology. Thieme Medical Publishers. New York: 

New York. 

ADDITONAL READINGS:

Journal Articles will be available through the Weinberg Memorial Library E-reserves

*Note: Please bring book and readings to class for discussion purposes.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS FOR COURSE:

The Professor will respond to all email within 48 hours.  If a student has an immediate concern contact the Professor via the phone number listed above and leave a voice message.  If a student is experiencing computer problems he/she is responsible for finding an alternate computer system to complete assignments on the specified date. The university has a number of computer labs available on campus for student use.   Students must have access to email, Word, PowerPoint, Blackboard and the Internet. If a student is experiencing computer problems he/she is encouraged to contact the University Helpdesk for assistance.    

Blackboard (Bb)Course Management System:

This course will be available on Blackboard. A variety of materials and Web sites will be available to students through Blackboard.  In addition, a question will be posted on a discussion board 3 times during the semester. There also will be 1 online chat scheduled during the semester.  Students are required to engage in these online discussions and postings. If a student has problems in understanding Blackboard he/she is encouraged to make an appointment in the Center for Teaching & Learning Excellence (CTLE) to obtain assistance.   

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION METHODS:

This course is restricted to juniors and seniors with permission of the instructor. It is a three-credit course.  Students are required to attend 3 hours of lectures per week.  All course requirements must be completed before a final grade is submitted. 

Class Attendance and Participation: Students are expected to attend and be on time for all classes and online chat sessions. Attendance will be taken in each class.  In the event that a student is unable to attend, he/she must contact the instructor via telephone or email prior to class. Students are required to make arrangements for obtaining information from the class missed. More than 2 absences will result in a student’s final grade being lowered one letter grade. 

Interview an Older Adult: Each student will be required to conduct a 20-25 minute interview with an adult, aged 65 years and older. The purpose of this interview is for students to obtain information from an older adult’s perspective about aging and the multiple changes that have resulted from this process. The client does not need to have a speech-language or hearing problem.  The Professor will provide general guidelines regarding the content areas and possible questions to ask the interviewee; however, each student will be responsible for developing his/her own interview questionnaire.  A 2-3-page summary of the interview and the interview questionnaire will be submitted to the Professor. Each student will give a 5-10 minute presentation to the class. It is imperative that students remember that the interviewee must remain anonymous. 

Examinations: Two examinations are required for this class. The examinations will consist of definitions, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blanks, short and long-answer essays. The content for the examination will from the required readings, class/online discussions and class notes. 

Research Paper: An 8-10 page research paper on any topic related to communication disorders in older adults is required for this course.  The paper must be typewritten, double-spaced and adhere to the most recent publication guidelines put forth by the American Psychological Association (APA). The sources used for this paper must be peer-reviewed journals, professional books or professional Web site. Each student will conduct a formal 10-15 minute presentation to the class using PowerPoint  Please note: Students should not exceed the required number of pages for the paper or the time allotted for the presentation as this will impact on a student’s grade.

Internet Site on Aging: Each student will be responsible for locating a professional Internet Site on Aging and present a 5-10 minute summary of the information on that site to the class. The goal of this project is to increase students’ information on resources in gerontology and the aging network. Students must inform the Professor about the Web site that will be presented so as to prevent duplication of information presented to the class. 

Final-Take Home Project: The final will be take-home project must be approved by the Professor.  Students have their choice regarding the type of final project selected. It can be the development of a research proposal in the area of evaluation or treatment of a communication disorder in the aging population or the project can be the development of a model service delivery program for older adults with a speech-language-hearing problem residing in either the community, assisted living facility, adult day care program or nursing home. The Professor will provide sample project for students that will be posted on Blackboard.   

COURSE POLICIES REGARDING REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS:

All assignments are due on the specified dates.  Failure to turn in an assignment will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment unless an agreement has been reached between the Professor and the student.    

Make-Up Assignments and Examinations:

A make-up assignment and examination are reserved for serious situations and appropriate documentation (e.g., doctor’s note, death certificate) must be presented to the Professor.  The make-up examination will be different than the original examination. Failure to take an examination or complete an assignment will result in a grade of 0.  
All grades are final.  A student’s grade will not be changed unless the Professor has made a computational error. 

Incomplete Grade:

An incomplete grade is reserved for serious situations and must be approved by the Professor in conjunction with the Department Chair.  If the Professor grants the student an incomplete grade the required course work must be completed by the date negotiated between the Professor and the student.  Failure to complete the outstanding assignments by this date will result in the student’s final grade being lowered one letter grade for every assignment not completed.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Students must adhere to the University Academic Code of Honesty. If a student is found to be in violation of this Code appropriate actions will be taken through the University Administration.  

ACCOMMODATIONS:  A student with a documented disability requiring accommodations (e.g., extended test time; computer use for test taking, note taking; interpreters) must inform the Professor within the first week of the semester.  

Students with a disability must be registered with the Office of Equity and Diversity. Students who suspect that they have a disability but do not have documentation are encouraged to contact the Office of Equity and Diversity for advice on how to obtain an evaluation.  Students requiring special accommodations for examinations will be allowed to take their tests in the Center for Teaching & Learning Excellence (CTLE) located in St. Thomas Hall, 5th Floor, Harper-McGuiness Wing.

GRADING CRITERIA:

A student’s final grade will be based on the following percentages:

Interview/Presentation


10%



Exam 1




20%

Exam 2




20%

Paper





20%

Internet Aging Resource/Presentation
  5%

Class/Online Discussions


  5%

Final Project/Presentation


20%







___

TOTAL: 




100%

GRADING SCALE:

100- 95
A

94-91 A-

90 – 87
B+

86 – 83
B

82 – 79
B-

78 – 75
C+

74 – 71
C

70 – 67
C-

66 – 63
D+

62 – 59
D

58 – 0

F

Note: Professional behaviors are expected in class and online.  These behaviors are demonstrated by the student’s attendance, active participation, academic integrity and the completion of all assignments and test. Failure to demonstrate these professional behaviors will result in the lowering of a student’s final grade based on the Professor’s judgement of unprofessional behaviors. 

The following is a tentative syllabus with dates and topics that will be addressed in each class. Adherence to this syllabus will vary depending on the pace of the class. 

DATE




TOPIC(S)

Week 1 



Overview of syllabus and course requirements;

demographics of aging in United States; demographics of aging internationally, demographics on speech-language problems in older adults; demographics on hearing loss in older adults, American Speech-Laguage-Hearing Association’s (ASHA) position statement on service delivery to older adults; overview of resources in the aging network; interdisciplinary approach to service provision in older adults; Class Discussion: Stereotypical attitudes about aging (i.e., ageism); discussion board posting 
Week 2
Biology of aging; overview of normal and abnormal physiological changes associated with aging; Class Discussion: Interview questionnaire
Week 3
Psychosocial changes associated with aging; theories associated with aging; assessment of psychosocial changes in older adults with communication problems; psychosocial implications of communication disorders in older adults and their significant others; Discussion Board Posting

Week 4
Neurobiology of Aging on Communication Systems; neurolinguistics and aging

Week 5
Anatomical and physiological age-related changes in the auditory and balance mechanisms; vestibular rehabilitation in the elderly


Week 6
Exam 1; Interview with Older Adults Due 

Week 7
Diagnosis and Treatment: Speech production disorders in older adults, voice disorders in older adults; fluency disorders in older adults



Week 8 - 9
Diagnosis and Treatment: Language disorders in older adults; cognitive disorders in older adults; dementia and language changes in older adults; augmentative communication devices; Discussion Board Posting

Week 10 - 11
Diagnosis and Treatment: Peripheral and central auditory disorders in older adults; hearing aids and assistive devices; communication strategies for older adults with speech-language-hearing disorders Paper/Presentations Due

Week 12
Examination 2; Internet Resource on Aging Due; 

Week 13
Effective delivery of speech-language-hearing services across the aging continuum; third-party reimbursement for services; interdisciplinary research on communication disorders in the elderly


Week 14



Online Chat; Final Project/Presentation Due

Required Readings

Week 1- 3:

Ripich: Section II: Chapters 5- 7

Weinstein: Section I: Chapters 1-3

Administration on Aging (AoA0 (1998). A Profile of OlderAmerican, Available at::  http://www.aoa.dhhs.gov/aoa/stats/profile/default.htm
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (2002). Communication Fact Sheet: Incidence and Prevalence of Hearing Loss in Adults and Hearing Aid/Implant Use in the United States. Available at: www.asha.org.

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (2002). Communication Fact Sheet: Multicultural Populations: Prevalence of Communication Disorders. Available at: www.asha.org.

National Council on Aging (1999). The consequences of untreated hearing loss in older persons. Available at:http://www.ncoa.org.

Week 4- 5:

Ripich: Section I: Chapters 1-3

Weinstein: Section II: Chapters: 4, 5, 7 

Week 7: 

Ripich: Section III: Chapters 9-13

Week 8:

Ripich: Section IV: Chapters 14-17

Ripich: Section V: Chapters 20, 23

Week 9-10
Weinstein: Section III: Chapters 8-9

Palmer, C. & Mormer, E. (1997).  A systematic program for hearing instrument

orientation and adjustment.  High Performance Hearing Solutions, (1), 45-52.

Tye-Murray, N. & Witt, S. (1977). Communication strategies training, Seminars in

Hearing, 18, 153-165.

Weinstein, B. & Amsel, L. (1986). Hearing loss and senile dementia in the                    institutionalized elderly. Clinical Gerontologist, 4: 3-15

Week 13: 

Weinstein: Section IV: Chapters 11-12

Bloom, S. (1994). Hearing care in nursing homes offers daunting challenges, special rewards. The Hearing Journal, 47, 13-20.
