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New Course

 Course Title:   Evidence Based Research in Occupational Therapy
Course Number:  OT 497            Date Of Initial Offering:                    Spring              2008




                                                                                 Semester           year
Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours:  3     Format:  X  lecture  X  lab    X  other: Seminar 
Frequency: X  annual  ( each semester (alternate years  

Prerequisites:  OT 360 – Occupational Therapy Practice I: Pediatrics



  OT 361 – Occupational Therapy Practice II: Psychosocial Rehabilitation



  OT 380 – Fieldwork Level I: Pediatrics



  OT 381 – Fieldwork Level I: Psychosocial Rehabilitation



  OT 393 – Research Methods in Occupational Therapy



  OT 460 – Occupational Therapy Practice III: Physical Rehabilitation


Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)

Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
X  Required

(  Elective 

        GE :
(  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   ____________     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
( NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: ( NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   ( CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X   Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

X  Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

X  Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
The University of Scranton

Department of Occupational Therapy

OT 497 Evidence Based Research in Occupational Therapy
Instructor: TBA

Semester: Spring 2008

Credits: 3 Credits

 I. Course Description:

This course is designed to provide an in depth study of evidence based practice. It is a senior level course for occupational therapy students designed to develop essential skills for conducting evidence-based research. It includes the basic steps of the evidence based practice process and how to apply those steps to examine clinical questions. Content and integrated experiences will provide an understanding of how occupational therapy practitioners use evidence as a tool to guide practice. Learners will integrate evidence, clinical expertise, and the clients own preferences, values and needs to formulate good clinical decisions. Each student will use the skills of evidence based practice to examine a topic of interest in occupational therapy.

II. Required Text: 

Melnyk, B. & Fineout-Overholt, E. (2005). Evidence based practice in Nursing & healthcare: A guide to best practice. Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 

III. Relationship to the Curriculum Design

This course builds upon foundational coursework in occupational theory and practice. It explores, in depth the process of evidence based practice. It reinforces for the student the importance if integrating evidence gleaned from the most current and relevant research with clinical experience, clinical reasoning, and an individual client’s interests and values to design the most relevant treatment. The material presented will reinforce the importance of a humanistic and holistic approach that is research based, person centered and contextually meaningful. Active learning is a hallmark of his class as students engage clinical mentors, search and critiques the literature, draw conclusions and exchange ideas. Skills developed related to evidence based practice will prepare students for respectful, ethical and competent practice in all areas of occupational therapy practice. 

IV. Course Objectives: 

The following identifies the key objectives of this course and the accreditation standards that it meets as delineated in the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) Standards and Interpretive Guidelines (2006).

At the conclusion of this course the learner will be able to:  
1. Consult with a clinical mentor to develop evidence-based questions specific to particular clinical decisions. 
2. Conduct efficient and effective searches of Internet, library, and other resources to identify the most relevant and highest quality evidence to answer these questions. 

3. Read, critique, and apply descriptive, relational, and qualitative evidence. 

4. Evaluate measures and procedures used in published research. 

5. Read, critique, and apply research evidence to compare the relative effectiveness of intervention approaches for achieving a particular clinical outcome. 

6. Communicate the results of a research appraisal using the clinically appraised topic (CAT) format. 

7. Read, critique, and apply research evidence from published literature reviews and meta-analyses.
8. Draw summary conclusions based in the research and evidence, the mentor’s clinical expertise, and the client’s preferences, values and needs to answer clinical questions. 

This course meets the following standards as delineated in the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) Standards and Interpretive Guidelines (2006) B.1.1, B.1.3, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.4, B.8.5, B.8.8).
IV. Proposed Topical Outline

	Week 
	Topic

	1

	 What Is Evidence-Based Practice?

· Introduction to Evidence based Practice (EBP)

· Sources of the “best evidence”

· Defining the clients values, interests and goals

	2
	The 5 steps of EBP

Developing clinical questions

· The frameworks for clinical questions

· Types of clinical questions

· Writing clinical questions that you will be able to research and answer.

	3
	 Developing and implementing a search for evidence

	4
	Examination and evaluation of descriptive questions. 

· Examining qualitative questions

	5
	The vocabulary of measurement
Describing data

	6
	Summarizing evidence: Introduction to CATs

	7
	 Examining qualitative evidence
· Trustworthiness

· Authenticity

	8
	Clinical questions related to measures

· Measurement theory

· Sources or errors

· Examining validity

· Examining outcome measures

	9
	Matching questions to study designs

	10
	How to evaluate research study quality?

	11
	Assessing research – CAT completion

	12
	Assessing research – CAT completion

	13
	Assessing research – CAT completion

	14
	Student presentations of EBP projects

	15
	Student presentations of EBP projects


CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This course provides an in depth study of evidence based practice. It is a course for occupational therapy students designed to develop essential skills for conducting evidence-based research. It includes the basic steps of the evidence based practice process and how to apply those steps to examine clinical questions. 







This course builds on foundational coursework in occupational therapy theory and practice. It explores, in depth, the concepts and process of evidence based practice (EBP). Course content and learning experiences will reinforce the importance of a humanistic and holistic approach to client care that is research based, person oriented, and contextually meaningful. 





 Successful completion of OT 360, OT 361, OT 380, OT 381 and OT 460 will provide students with the balance of theory and clinical skills necessary to examine OT practice from an evidenced based perspective. Additionally, successful completion of OT 393 is required to provide students with the skill set to critically review research. 





This course provides an in depth study of evidence based practice. It is a course for occupational therapy students designed to develop essential skills for conducting evidence-based research. It includes the basic steps of the evidence based practice process and how to apply those steps to examine clinical questions. 








There are no existing courses offered at the University that are similar to this course.





N/A





This course will require students to make extensive use of the library -  most specifically, the research databases and the journal collection. No specific equipment or supplies will need to be purchased by the Department for this course. 
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( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)
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