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Undergraduate
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March 2002

Brief Description of Proposal


The Departments of Counseling and Human Services and Theology/Religious Studies propose to offer an interdisciplinary concentration in Pastoral Studies to begin in Fall 2002 if approved.  The concentration will be incorporated into the existing BS in Human Services 131 credits program and the BA in Theology/Religious Studies 130 credits program.

Rationale


During the past 5 years, there has been a significant increase in the number of students from both departments seeking a minor in CHS or T/RS as a means of planning a career path in pastoral services.  The CHS and T/RS departments worked collaboratively to meet the needs of the students but realized that a formal curriculum that would include interdisciplinary teaching and learning, with capstone courses and an internship would be more valuable both personally and professionally for our students.  

· Those who work with groups and individuals in a religious setting (e.g. campus ministry, youth and youth or adult ministry, liturgical or diocesan, etc.) recognize that they need both theological preparation and the knowledge and skills in human services work to provide competent service to the people they serve.  Recently, several students attending The University of Scranton have chosen to major in both Theology/Religious Studies and in Human Services; others have majored in one and sought a minor in the other field.  In 2001-2002 AY, one student who wants to prepare for pastoral work enrolled in the University specifically to study in both departments. 

· The Theology/Religious Studies and Counseling and Human Services departments wish to provide support and guidance to students with similar career goals, as well as other students who seek an undergraduate program in pastoral studies.  We checked Theology/Religious Studies programs in each Jesuit institution in the United States and found none to offer an interdisciplinary program on an undergraduate level.  Loyola Marymount has an 18-credit minor in Lay Ministry with a 90-hour internship, and Gonzaga offers a Certificate of Ministry Program with minimal training in human services coursework. There are no undergraduate programs for Pastoral Studies offered by any of the colleges in our recruitment area.

· Our experience suggests that a program in pastoral studies would support the University’s strategic initiative of service to the Diocese of Scranton.  In 1999, Dr. Toloczko initiated a collaborative project with the Diocesan Office of Catholic Schools to provide undergraduate school counseling interns for the elementary and high schools.  There is evidence that our connection with the diocese could be extended to include healthcare facilities parishes and diocesan agencies.  In addition, the program will offer non-traditional students who are currently working in parish and diocesan settings the opportunity to enhance their skills and credentials. 

· The interdisciplinary concentration is structured around existing courses with the addition of a capstone seminar and would require no additional funding except to ensure that members of both departments staff the three required courses.

Needs Assessment

· A recent article in The Chronicle of Higher Education (October, 2001) discussed the urgency for catholic colleges to train lay professionals to "do the pastoral work that priests, nuns, and brothers no longer do because of failing numbers.”  According to Arone (Oct, 2001), “since 1965, the total number of Roman Catholic Clergy members in the United States has dropped more than 48% to 128,793, according to figures from the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate at Georgetown University.  In that same period the Catholic population in the United States has grown by 33 percent to 60.6 million.  More than one parish in six doesn’t have a resident pastor.”   It was further reported that more than 2600 lay ministers now hold leadership positions in dioceses parishes and Catholic organizations. 

The national figures reported in The Chronicle of Higher Education article are considerably lower than those reported in the 2001 Scranton Diocese Directory.  Scranton data revealed that 36 percent (n= 72) of the 198 diocesan parishes do not have a resident pastor.  Furthermore, in addition to the seven Catholic hospitals, four long-term care centers, and one center for persons with developmental disabilities, there are 166 non-Catholic hospitals and public institutions for which parishes are assigned the care of Catholics.  

· The Lilly Endowment has launched a major initiative called “Programs for Theological Exploration of Vocation”, a multifaceted effort to attract bright young people into ministry.  Lilly is recruiting church-related, liberal arts colleges to “imagine new programs for their schools to help select talented students understand their future work in the light of their faith commitments and provide opportunities for them to explore ministries, either lay or ordained, as their life’s work.”  The Lilly Endowment, Inc. notified the University of Scranton of this endeavor in September 2001 (see attached).  We are actively exploring the possibility of writing a grant for endowment funding; the approval of the concentration will significantly improve our chances of producing a competitive grant.

· Many students in Human Services/Counseling and Theology/Religious Studies utilize cognate and free area electives to create non-transcriptable concentrations.  However, when they seek employment their academic transcripts do not provide confirmation of their experience.

· Students from both departments have expressed interest in and participated in internship experiences in pastoral settings.  However, they have not had sufficient academic preparation in either theology/religious studies or human services/counseling to provide evidence of their expertise in this area.

· There are currently 113 first and second majors in Human Services, and 036 in Theology. Given the interest already indicated by the non-transcriptable concentrations and internship experiences in both departments, we anticipate healthy enrollments.

Library Resources


The Weinberg Memorial Library subscribes to the major professional journals in both areas of study.  Furthermore, both departments have increased their book and media collections.

Internship Placement Opportunities


Students will have the opportunity to train and work in the regional community in programs and parishes within the Diocese of Scranton.  The opportunities include campus ministry, parishes, church-related social agencies, diocesan offices, youth and adult retreat centers, schools, health care facilities and other faith based communities.  For example, the Diocese of Scranton has 17 social services agencies, 4 retreat centers and 59 schools.  There are similar opportunities for interning during summer and intersession, in the student’s home area, and abroad.

Faculty

 
There will be no increase in faculty necessary for this concentration.

Program Design

· The Pastoral Studies Capstone Seminar will be the one new course developed for the concentration.  In addition to the academic requirements, the interdisciplinary program will also require an annual review of each student’s status and performance in the competencies of theology, human services and personal and professional ethics.  Their departmental mentors or advisors will give students feedback.

· The courses specific to the concentration are:


1.
T/RS/HS 439
Psychology and Spirituality


2.
T/RS/HS 380
Internship in Pastoral Studies


3.
T/RS/HS XXX
Pastoral Studies Seminar

The first two courses exist but would need interdisciplinary staffing.  The third course will be developed interdepartmentally. These interdisciplinary courses can count for either Theology/Religious Studies or Human Services.


Course Description for Pastoral Studies Seminar


Required of all students in the Pastoral Studies Concentration

Prerequisites: 9 credits in Human Services and 9 credits in Theology/Religious Studies in addition to T/RS/HS 439, Psychology and Spirituality.

The seminar will include the study of pastoral theology texts and presentations by pastoral practitioners, as well as theological and psychological reflections on the students’ pastoral experience.

Curriculum Grids for the Interdisciplinary Concentration in Pastoral Studies

Theology/Religious Studies Major with Concentration in Pastoral Studies (130 credits)

Major (30 credits plus internship = 33 credits) 

T/RS 121
Theology I

T/RS 122
Theology II

T/RS ___
Old Testament elective

T/RS ___
New Testament elective

T/RS ___
Doctrine elective

T/RS ___
Historical Theology elective

T/RS ___
Moral Theology elective

T/RS 490
Theology Capstone course

T/RS/HS 439
Psychology and Spirituality

T/RS/HS ___
Pastoral Studies Capstone Seminar 

T/RS/HS ___
Pastoral Studies Internship

Minor (18 credits)
HS 111
(S) 
Introduction to Human Adjustment

HS 112 
Human Services Systems

HS 241
(D)
Case Management

HS 341

Group Dynamics

HS ___

Human Services elective

HS ___

Human Services elective3

Natural Science/General Science (6 credits)

Quantitative Reasoning (3 credits)

Social/Behavioral Sciences (3 credits)

PSYC 110
Fundamentals of Psychology

HS 111 in the minor fulfills the other 3 credits.

Computer/Information Literacy (3 credits)

Oral/Written Communication (6 credits)

Humanities (12 credits)

Philosophy & Theology (6 credits)

PHIL 120
Introduction to Philosophy

PHIL 210
Ethics

The other 9 credits are fulfilled by courses in the major.

Freshman Seminar (1 credit)

Physical Education (3 credits)

Electives (36 credits) Pastoral Studies students are encouraged to pursue a second major or minor, particularly in Spanish.

Human Services Major with Concentration in Pastoral Studies (131 credits)

Major (43 credits)

HS 111
       (S)
Introduction to Human Services


Freshman Seminar
(1 credit)

HS 112

Human Services Systems








HS 241
       (D) Case Management and Interviewing

Physical Education
(3 credits)
HS 242

Counseling Theories

HS 293       (W) Research Methods



Free Electives

(12 credits)

HS 333        (D) Multiculturalism in Human Services

HS and Pastoral Studies students are al

HS 340

Career Seminar (I credit) 


also encouraged to pursue a major or


HS 341

Group Dynamics 



minor in Spanish.

HS/T/RS 380
Internship in Pastoral Studies



HS 441

Crisis Intervention

HS/T/RS 490
Psychology and Spirituality

HS/T/RS ___
Pastoral Studies Capstone Seminar

HS ___

Elective

HS ___

Elective

HS ___

Elective

Cognate (27 credits)

PSYC 110
Fundamentals of Psychology

PSYC 221
Childhood and Adolescence

PSYC 222
Adulthood and Aging

T/RS ___
Elective for minor 

T/RS ___
Elective for minor 

T/RS ___
Elective for minor 

_______
S/B Elective

_______
S/B Elective

_______
S/B Elective

_______
S/B Elective

Natural Science/General Science
(6 credits)

Quantitative Reasoning

(6 credits)

Social/Behavioral Science

(0 credits)

Computer/Information Literacy
(3 credits)

Oral/Written Communications

(6 credits)

Humanities



(12 credits)

HS and Pastoral Studies students are encouraged to also pursue a major or minor in Spanish.

Philosophy and Theology

(15 credits)

PHIL
120
Introduction to Philosophy


PHIL
210
Ethics




T/RS
121
Theology I*

T/RS
122
Theology II*

T/RS
___
Elective for minor*    

*  These courses are counted toward the 18-credit minor.  

� T/RS 220 	Liturgy & Sacraments and T/RS 224 Theology of the Person recommended.


� T/RS 326 	Church & Contemporary Social Issues recommended.


� HS 333 	(D) Multiculturalism in Human Services and HS 334 Marital & Family Counseling recommended.  Any of the three interdisciplinary T/RS/HS courses can be counted toward the minor rather than the major.
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