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New Course

 Course Title: 
German Philosophy

Course Number:  PHIL 230

 Date Of Initial Offering:  Fall 2011





                                                                                 Semester           year
Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: 3    Format:  X lecture  ( lab  ( other__   Frequency: (annual  ( each semester X alternate years  

Prerequisites: PHIL 120: Introduction to Philosophy; PHIL 210: Ethics


Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
(  Required

X  Elective 

        GE :
X  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC   12/2/2009     (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: X NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   X CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X
Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics
[attached]
X
Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations



[see attached syllabus]
X
Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
Assessment/evaluation will be gathered from student papers and assignments (and other student input solicited during the course).
NOTE: This course will also fulfill requirements for a German major.

PHIL 230: GERMAN PHILOSOPHY

SYLLABUS AND COURSE OUTLINE
Course qualifies for (P) and German credit.

Meeting Time





Instructor:  
C. M. Gschwandtner
Term






Office:  

St. Thomas #557
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is a survey of key themes, periods, and thinkers in German language philosophy, from modern to contemporary.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Students will learn to think critically and to discuss philosophical ideas, both inside and outside of class.
· Students will learn to write coherently, to analyze a text, and to develop and present an argument in writing.

· Students will be exposed to key thinkers in German philosophy and their contribution to the larger philosophical conversation.

· Students will study and write about major periods and significant themes in German language philosophy.

REQUIRED READING

· Kant, Immanuel. Perpetual Peace and other Essays. Hackett.

· Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich. On Art, Religion, and the History of Philosophy. Hackett.

· Marx, Karl. Selected Writings. Hackett.

· Nietzsche, Friedrich. Twilight of the Idols. Hackett. [this is a selection of writings]

· other selections as distributed in class [excerpts from Husserl, Ideas I; Heidegger, Being & Time; Adorno, Critique of Enlightenment; etc.]

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· You are expected to come to class prepared, having finished and reflected on the required reading, ready to engage in discussion. Some of this is difficult material, so you may well have to read the assigned sections twice or even three times. Take notes and ask lots of questions.
· This class will be essentially discussion-oriented. Your active participation in class discussion in forms of questions, comments and other contributions is absolutely essential to make the class an interesting and successful experience for all of us. Participation will therefore be a significant component of your grade (15%). Come to class prepared with questions and/or comments. Reflective e-mail questions or comments concerning the read material/class discussions may supplement in-class participation. To count as participation, such e-mails must engage the content of class.
· There will be three exams which will examine your grasp of the material. Each will be worth 20% of your grade.
· You will write one final paper. Assistance will be given throughout the course to help you write a successful paper. Specific instructions and topic suggestions will be forthcoming. The paper will count as the final and is due on the first day of final exams. The paper will count as 25% of the grade.
ATTENDANCE

This course is heavily discussion-oriented, thus your attendance is absolutely imperative. If you do have to miss a class, you are expected to get the material from a classmate, however, you are encouraged to come by and talk to me about the material afterwards. Excessive absence may result in failure of the course.
GRADING

Your overall grade will be determined as follows:

· Participation:



15%

· Exams:



60%  [20% each]

· Paper:



25%

· Total:



100%
COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READING [Note:  Schedule and due dates are subject to change.]

Week 1:

Introduction: What is German philosophy? How does it begin?
Week 2-3:
Kant

Week 4-5:  
Idealism & Romanticism (Fichte, Schelling, Schlegel)

Exam #1
Week 6-7:
Hegel

Week 8-9:  
Schopenhauer, Marx, Nietzsche




Exam #2
Week 10:  
Wittgenstein & Vienna Circle

Week 11-12:  
Phenomenology

Week 13:  
Frankfurt School/Critical Theory




 Exam #3
Week 14:
Conclusion
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This is a lower-division course, open for general education credit





PHIL 120 and 210 are pre-requisites for all courses in philosophy and the required introductory philosophy courses for all students at the University of Scranton.





PHIL 230 								3 cr.


(Pre-requisites:  PHIL 120 and 210)  This course is a survey of key themes, periods, and thinkers in German language philosophy, from modern to contemporary. Authors may include Kant, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and others.





None (no course offered that focuses on philosophy as German).





Some individual thinkers discussed in other philosophy courses.





None
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