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Phil 242: Latin American Thought

Spring 2007

Dr. Kevin Nordberg


St. Thomas #554

Tel: 570-941-7448

e-mail:   nordberg@scranton.edu
Office hours: To be announced, but any mutually agreeable time is fine.

REQUIRED TEXTS:


The Conquest of America, Tzvetan Todorov, Harper Perennial 

Latin American Philosophy: An Introduction with Readings, Susana Nuccetelli and Gary Seay (eds) Pearson Prentice Hall

The Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Paolo Freire, Continuum Press

Topics and Readings

1. The discovery of the other. 

Impediments to interpretation: culture, historical period, language, Todorov pp. 3-13

2. Columbus as interpreter: What did Columbus think he was doing? 

Todorov, Part 1 “Discovery” pp. 1-50

3. Montezuma and signs; Cortés and signs. 

Todorov, Part 2 “Conquest” pp. 51-123 

4. Equality and inequality

Todorov, Part 3 pp. 127-167

5. Early Indigenous Thought


“Florentine Codex” Fray Bernadino de Sahagún, Nucetteli pp. 24-33


“The Birth of Philosophy Among the Nuhuas” Miguel León-Portilla, Nucetteli pp. 8-23

“The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel” Nucetteli pp. 5-7

6. Philosophically and religiously based arguments for and against respecting the rights of indigenous peoples. 


“Account of the Actual Experiences”, las Casas, Nucetteli pp. 42-54


“Las Casas’ Speech Before Young King Charles”, las Casas, Nucetteli pp. 47-48


“Las Casas Confesses and Repents His Errors”,las Casas, Nucetteli pp. 49-51


“Las Casas’ Condemnation of African Slave Trade”, las Casas, Nucetteli pp. 51-54

 
“Prologue to Members of the Congregation”, Ginés de Sepúlveda, Nucetteli pp. 39-41 Requerimiento, Photocopy

7. The Critical Tradition in Latin American Thought


“The Natural and Moral History of the Indies” José de Acosta, Nucetteli pp. 72-79


“Reply to Sor Philothea”, Juana Inés de la Cruz, Nucetteli pp. 86-91


“The Idea of the Discovery of America”, Edmindo O´Gorman, Nucetteli pp.80-85


“The erotic in Latin America”, Erique Dussel, Nucetteli pp. 92-98

8. Problems of Political Philosophy in Latin America


“The Jamaica Letter”, Simón de Bolívar, Nucetteli pp. 105-119

“The Physical Aspect of the Argentina and the Ideas Induced by It”, Domingo de Sarmiento, Nucetteli pp.120-131


“Is Latin America Ready for Democracy”, Victor Raúl Haya de la Torre, Nucetteli pp.138-142


“The Pedagogy of the Oppressed”, Freire, Chapter One

9. The Influence of Positivist Thought in Latin America


“Positivism and Porfirism in Mexico”, Leopoldo Zea, Nucetteli pp. 198-218


“Ariel”, José Enrique Rodó, Nucetteli pp. 219-226

10. Wealth and Poverty in Latin America


“Our America”, José Martí, Nucetteli pp. 232-238


“Indians, Land, and Religion In Perú”, José Carlos Mariátegui, Nucetteli pp. 239-254


“Science, Technology, Power, and Liberation Theology”, Leonardo Boff, Nucetteli pp. 265-269

11. Latin American Philosophy and Latino Identity


“The Cosmic Race”, José Vasconcelos, Nucetteli pp. 279-286


“Is There a Brazilian Philosophy?”, Afranio Coutinho, Nucetteli pp. 287-293


“Is There an Ibero-American Philosophy?”, Risieri Frondizi, Nucetteli pp. 294-301


“Can Hispanic Philosophy Flourish in the USA?”, Jorge Gracia, Nucetteli pp. 302-307

Student Learning Objectives

Students will become familiar with major texts and positions in Latin American thought. Students will articulate arguments defending and analyzing positions held in that field. Students will support their positions in writing and speech with reasoning and textual material from our previous readings. Students will consider the justice or injustice of the conquest, the use of religion, and the property distribution patterns that have characterized much of Latin American. Students will discuss and analyze the problems related to interpreting texts coming from another culture. 

COURSE WORK

Once we get into the subject matter, teams of two or three students will do presentations on the texts we have read. Each student will be expected to do two presentations and may be paired with different team partners for each of these presentations. 

WRITTEN WORK REQUIRED

Two exams: one mid-semester exam and one final exam. A written summary of the each of the two class presentations you do. These should reflect not only the points you and your team made during the presentation but also the points raised by other members of the class during the discussions. Further information on these assignments will be distributed shortly.

EXAMS

In essay exams factual content is a necessary but not a sufficient condition for an excellent answer.  An excellent essay in a philosophy examination must do more than simply list facts or show that you have a good memory.  It should clearly define relationships, explain connections, analyze ideas, and give evidence of your ability to develop and express new insights.  Since language is the vehicle of philosophy, what you know is necessarily related to your ability to express it in clear, well organized paragraphs.  Your English should be fluent, your diction appropriate, your grammar correct.  Grammar, style, spelling, and organization all have an effect on the quality of your answer and therefore on your grade in essay exams. The date for each exam will be announced at least one week prior to the exam.

MAKE‑UP EXAMS

 It is unfair to the other students in the class when you don't show up for an exam for anything less than a serious reason. Simply not feeling ready to take the exam on the scheduled day is not a sufficient reason to reschedule an exam.  Consequently make‑up exams will not be given as a matter of course for any students who miss an exam.  I must be convinced that there was a serious and valid reason for missing the exam before any make‑up will be given. If you know ahead of time that you will not be able to take an exam at the scheduled time (e.g. because of a wedding, surgery, etc.), please let me know before the exam and we can work something out.

GRADING

To the best of my ability I grade by virtue of the quality of your work in this course, not on the strength of your grades in other courses, nor by the opinion that you have of yourself.  I consider "C" to be an average grade. When I read essay exams, I assume that they are worth a "C" and grade up or down from there. Well written exam essays based mainly on memory of the matter in assigned texts and class material rate a B+ at most.  Students pursuing a higher grade should give evidence in their exams of insightful analysis, subtle understanding, and/or outside reading. 

Here are the numerical values of letter grades:





C+
77 - 79



A
94 - 100

C
74 - 76



A-
90 - 93

C-
70 - 73


B+
87 - 89

D+
67 - 69


B
84 - 86

D
64 - 66


B-
80 - 83

D-
60 - 63  (exam use)





F
 0 - 59

DUE DATES

Exams will be announced at least one week before they are to be given. Written summaries of your presentations are due within one week following the presentation.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Since classroom presentations and discussions are a significant component of this course, more than six absences will result in a failure for the course. Exceptions will be considered for serious medical reasons. If the pattern you have established in course attendance is cutting classes and showing up just to take exams, please drop this course immediately.

Latin American Thought

Philosophy 242

Kevin Nordberg
Description of Readings, Projects, Examinations

The syllabus points out the readings required for this course.

The two papers will be summaries of the texts that serve as the basis of discussion for each class. Fundamentally I will be looking for evidence that the students understood the main points made by the authors. I expect them to go beyond the actual text however in two ways: 1) as the course progresses, the class presentation should relate the current material with arguments and topics that we have already covered, and 2) when each summary is handed in, it should reflect anything important that arose during the class presentation or ensuing discussion. In this way, I expect to see an evolution between the presentation and the written version.

Examinations will be essay exams (although there may be a few short identification questions) with a choice of essays. Every effort will be made to require students 1) to give evidence that they have understood the philosophical positions discussed or defended by the authors we have read; 2) to analyze or critique those positions; and 3) to compare and contrast those positions with those of other authors we have read.

Assessment based course improvement mechanisms

I will use the mechanisms normally used by my department for the purposes of course improvement. These will include but are not limited to student feedback, course evaluations, colleague visitation, continuing reading and attendance at lectures on these materials, feedback from other members of the advisory committee of the Latin American Studies Concentration.
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Only two pre-requisites (PHIL 120 and 210).   Most students will probably come from Latin American Studies Concentration or Spanish Language major or History and therefore will not be majors in philosophy.





Introduction to Philosophy: A necessary basis of familiarity and understanding of traditional themes, methods, theories in order to raise questions about similarities and differences in Latin American thought.


Ethics: Course will raise questions about cultural values, questioning views that differ among cultures and deal with justice issues





PHIL 242 Latin American Thought					3 cr.


(Pre-requisites:  PHIL 120 and 210)  This course is a survey of the texts and ideas that help to define Latin America from pre-Conquest to the present day. There will be a special focus on the hermeneutical issue of encountering and understanding the other and the theme of philosophy being shaped by its cultural context.








None





Minor overlap (perhaps one or two classes) with Liberation Theology.





None
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