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Required Attachments:
X
Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics
[attached]
X
Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations



[see attached syllabus]
X
Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
Assessment/evaluation will be gathered from student papers and assignments (and other student input solicited during the course).
Also, see attached syllabus which addresses all three issues above.

Spring 2011

PHIL 317 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY
Professor: 
Dr. Daniel Haggerty





T/TH 10-11:15

Office:

571 St. Thomas Hall





Phone x 7485

Email:

haggertyd2@scranton.edu




Office Hours:











Hours: MW 1-2:30



Required Texts

On Pragmatism, Cornelius De Waal, Wadsworth, 2005. 

Pragmatism, Old and New, edited by Susan Hack, Prometheus, 2006.
Self-Reliance and Other Essays, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Dover, 2003.

The Primal Roots of American Philosophy: Pragmatism, Phenomenology, and Native America 

Thought, Bruce Wilshire, Penn State Press, 2000. 
Select photocopied materials.
Course Description
This course canvasses currents of philosophy rooted in North America, with emphasis on Transcendentalism, Pragmatism, and Native American Thought. Our aim is to achieve perspectives on American philosophy that are at once historically rooted, richly detailed, and vigorously expansive – and all of this in an effort to see the ongoing activity of American philosophy as still finding our way. 

Methodology and Requirements
High value is placed on creating an environment of interactive learning.  Students are expected to attend classes well prepared to explain, interpret, and discuss critically the assigned readings. Prepared lectures are used to supplement the readings, providing background, context, and further connections.  The student is responsible not only for all reading assignments but also for all material presented in lectures and class discussions.

· Course Participation/Contribution: 10%

· Three 5-page papers: 15% each

· Course Project / Portfolio: 25%

· Final Exam: 20%

1. Course Participation: I view upper-level work in philosophy as a project in which we are all engaged. Our goal is to advance our understanding of American philosophy.  While learning information about what others have thought or discovered is inevitably one aspect of what is required for the course, it is not perhaps the most interesting aspect. Using the readings for thinking seriously about and reflecting on our role in the future of America is ultimately more valuable. Of course seeking clarification when necessary is appropriate, but even better are thoughtful efforts to refine, or expand, or apply our understanding of the relevant concepts. 
· I understand the demands made on your time, and I realize that it is often tempting to put off reading assignments.  If we are not all reading together, however, the course suffers. Therefore, occasional quizzes will help keep us honest, and will be counted towards participation. 

2. Paper Assignments: Each student is required to select three of five paper topics over the course of the semester, writing a critical five-page paper on each. Each paper has two main components: a summary of the salient philosophical points contained in the readings, and a critical response to some of the ideas summarized.  

3. Course Project / Portfolio: Why learn something if you cannot apply it to anything?  How can we judge whether a philosophy is “true” other than by how its ideas function, or would function, in our lives?  These are characteristically American attitudes towards learning and philosophy.  In this spirit, each student is required to identify a contemporary socio-cultural issue – a situation requiring our urgent attention – and analyze it from two or three perspectives from American philosophy.  Your portfolios are to contain an introductory summary of your chosen topic, ten items representing how your topic fits into our lives, one paragraph explaining each of the ten items, and a final written discussion of how we might respond to the situation in the light of relevant elements from American philosophies.  

· Items suitable for the portfolio include but are not limited to photographs, advertisements, interviews, architecture, works of art, poems, lyrics, excerpts speeches, essays, or works of literature, and personal experience (respecting confidentiality), etc.  Creativity is valued, and students are encouraged to select items from a variety of media.  Portfolios are due at the last class meeting. 

4. Final Exam:  The cumulative, final exam comprises course content.  It provides an opportunity to review all that we read and discussed over the semester with an eye towards composing illuminating essays on thought-provoking topics. Taking good notes on readings and lectures is therefore a necessary condition for success on the final.     
Grade Scale: 
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D
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F
Tentative Schedule
1. Introduction

a. De Waal, Ch 1: “Pragmatism and its Critics”

b. Wilshire, Ch 1: “Looking Forward to the First Day”

2. Emerson

a. Emerson, “History,” and “Self-Reliance”

b. Wilshire, Ch 2: “Black Elk, Thoreau, Emerson, and Their Aura”

Emerson Paper Due

3. Peirce

a. Peirce, “Some Consequences of Four Incapacities” (in Hack, ed.)

b. Peirce, “The Fixation of Belief” (in Hack, ed.)

c. Peirce, “How to Make Our Ideas Clear” (in Hack, ed.)

d. De Waal, Ch 2: “Peirce and the Principle of Pragmatism”

4. James

a. James, “The Present Dilemma in Philosophy” (in Hack, ed.)

b. James, “The Will to Believe” (in Hack, ed.; together with Clifford’s, “The Ethics of Belief”)

c. James, “Pragmatism’s Conception of Truth” (in Hack, ed.) 

d. De Waal, Ch 3: “James: Pragmatism and the Will to Believe”

e. Wilshire, Chapters 3-5

James Paper Due

5. Peirce Revisited

a. De Waal, Ch. 6: “Peirce Revisisted: The Normative Turn”

b. Wilshire, Ch 13: “Charles Peirce on the Pre-Rational Ground of Reason”

Peirce Paper (From Units 3 and 5) Due

6. Dewey

a. Dewey, “School Conditions and the Training of Thought” (in Hack, ed.) 

b. Dewey, “Truth and Consequences” (in Hack, ed.)

c. Dewey, “Philosophy and Democracy” (in Hack, ed.)

d. Dewey, “Art as Experience” (in Hack, ed.) 

e. De Waal, Ch 7: “Dewey’s Engaged Instrumentalism”

f. Wilshire, Ch 6: “John Dewey: Philosopher and Poet of Nature”

g. Wilshire, Ch 7: “Body-Mind and Subconsciousness: Dewey and Tragedy”

Dewey Paper Due

7. Neo-Pragmatism:

a. De Wall, Ch. 10: “Richard Rorty’s Neo-Pragmatism” 

b. Wilshire, Ch 11: “Pragmatism, Neopragmatism, and Phenomenology: The Richard Rorty 


Phenomenon”

c. De Waal, Ch. 12: “The Prospects of Pragmatism”

d. Wilshire, Ch. 14: “Shamanism, Love, Regeneration”

Neo-Pragmatism Paper Due
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This is an upper-division course, open for philosophy majors and for general education credit.





PHIL 120 and 210 are pre-requisites for all courses in philosophy and the required introductory philosophy courses for all students at the University of Scranton.





PHIL 317 American Philosophy				3 cr.


(Pre-requisite:  PHIL 120 and 210)  This course surveys currents of philosophy rooted in North America, with emphasis on Transcendentalism, Pragmatism, and Native American Thought. Authors may include Emerson, Pierce, James, Dewey, and Black Elk. 








None (no course offered that focuses on philosophy as American).





Some individual thinkers (such as James and Emerson) may be discussed briefly in other philosophy courses.





None





( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive (W)


( Humanities (CL)          X Theology/Phil (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			











